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HUNDRED  of  N.  GREENHOE. 

ff_^.W^/^^'^  H  E  rovakles  of  this  hundred,  as  alfo  of 
^  T  ^^  the  lordfhip  of  Wighton,  are  recorded 
\t'  C*5  ^"  Doomfday-book  to  be  at  that  time  in 

Z^'^^'^i:>l':/ti  ^^^^  crown,  in  like  manner  as  Edward 
^^..^.-.^.Ji   ^j^g  ConfefTor  had  polTeffcd  them. 

Henry  II.  granted  it  to  WilHam  de  Kaion,  or  Ken, 
who  confirmed  to  the  priory  church  of  Norwich,  all 
the  right  and  jurifdiflion  which  he  had  in  lands  be- 
longing to  them  in  this  liberty:  but  m  the  29th  of 
Henry  III.  WilHam,  the  grandfon  of  Ken  the  Nor- 
man, forfeited  it  on  his  rebellion  againft  that  mo- 
^rch,  and  it  was  given  to  Philip  de  Albini. 

^         .  Prince 
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■  incc  Edward  poffeffcd  the  lordfhip  of  North 
Ctrecnhoc  and  Wighton  in  the  34th  of  tliat  reign, 
biu  they  were  given  to  Jeffrey  de  Lyfignan,  the  king's 
haU  brother,  Icven  years  afterwards  in  lieu  of  lands 
he  held  in  Ireland;  whofc  fon,  Jeffrey,  dying  to- 
wards tlie  end  of  Edward  I.  left  Drogo  de  Merlaw 
his  ncpiiew  and  heir. 

The  1  ith  of  Edward  II.  Drogo  died,  and  left  two 
daughters  and  co-heirs ;  Joan,  married  to  Ralph,  earl 
of  Ewe  and  Guyfnes  in  France,  and  Margaret,  a 
minor.  His  fon,  Robert,  carl  of  Ewe,  and  confla- 
ble  of  P'rance,  held  this  paramount  lordQiip ;  but 
taking  part  with  Philip  dc  Valois,  king  in  PVance, 
was  taken  prifoner  in  the  19th  of  Edward  III.  at 
Caen  in  Normandy;  and  though  he  paid  a  ranfome 
of  eighty  thoufand  florins,  was  deprived  of  all  his 
lands  in  England.  Ihe  victorious  Edward  gave  thofc 
lands  to  his  no  lefs  fuccefsful  confort  Philippa,  at 
whole  death  diey  were  granted  to  fir  Robert  Knowls. 

In  the  4  Gill  of  this  reign,  John  of  Gaunt  held 
riicm,  with  the  manor  of  Pakcnham,  and  fo  became 
a  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Laacafler,  lodged  in  the 
crown. 

This  lumdred  is  faid  to  have  taken  its  name  from 
a  hill,  or  hills;  hue  fignlfying  in  the  Saxon  hill: 
Green-koc,  or  Green-hill ;  and  North  is  added,  to 
diflingiiifh  it  from  South  Grccnhoc, 

Tlierc  are  many  fmall  hills  in  Norfolk  called  Hoe, 
but  we  do  not  lind  more  than  one  (o  called  in  this 
hundred;  and  as  it  is  in  the  farm  of  Moncle-cron- 
dale,  where  Parkins  fays  the  hundred-court  Avas  for- 
merly held,  it  is  very  probable  diat  die  court  was 
held  on  the  fame  fpot  that  gave  name  to  the  hun- 
dred. 
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drcd.     The  court  of  the  dutchy  of  Lar.cailer  is  now 
held  at  Wighton. 

North  Grcenhoc  Is  about  eight  miles  from  caft  to 
NveR,  and  Icven  north  and  iouth ;  is  bounded  by 
the  Britilh  ocean  on  the  nordi,  by  the  hundred  of 
Brothercrofs  on  the  \veft  ;  has  Callow  on  the  fouth, 
and  Holt  on  the  call  :  comprehends  (ixteen  pariflies, 
all  of  which,  except  Cockthorpe  and  Ficld-Dalting, 
are  in  the  deaiiry  of  WaiRngham,  and  archdeaconry 
of  Norfolk. 

The  foil  in  general  is  light,  but  there  are  rich 
grounds  in  the  vale,  through  which  the  river  runs 
from  Snoring  to  Stifkey,  and  ivhich  let  from  twentv 
to  thirty  fliiliings  per  acre,  and  upwards.  Marl  13 
found  in  moft  places ;  and  no  part  of  Norfolk 
abounds  more  wiih  hares,  patridges,  pheafants,  and 
the  other  fpecies  of  fleet  and  feathered  game  coui- 
nion  to  this  country. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  beautifully  diverfified, 
which  cannot  be  feen  from  any  place  to  more  ad- 
vantage than  Great  Snoring  church.  The  profpeft 
to  the  north  terminating  with  the  ocean,  is  a  tine  re- 
lief to  the  landfcape. 

The  number  of  votes  polled  by  freeholders  refi- 
dent  in  this  hundred  at  the  great  conteflcd  ele(5lion 
|br  knight  of  the  fliire,  at  Norwich,  May  23.  1768, 
between  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  bart.  Thomas  dc 
firey,  efq.  fir  Edward  Aflicy,  bart.  and  Wenmsn 
Coke,  dq. 


Baincv 
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W.      G.       A.       C 
Barncv  -  -0066 

Binliam  -  -  2  3  1  o 

D.iwliiia:,  Field  -  1  2        10  o 

Hindriugham  -  2  7         iG  7 

Holkham  -  -  1  j  6  6 

Houghion  in  the  Hole         o  o  i  1 

Ouailcs  -  -0011 

Snoring,  Great  "343^ 

Stifkey  -  -  5  *  ^  o 

ThnrsFord  -  -         o  1         10  c) 

Walfnisham,  Great      -       1  1  8  G 

VValfini;,hani,  Litde      -       7  6        28        25 

W'arham  -  -8800 

Wells       -  -         -        21         31        20        32 

Wii^hton  -         -         4  5  S  9 


Total       53        72      120      109 


Scats   and   principal   Houfcs   in  Norih   Greenhoe 
Hundred. 

Holkham,  Thomas  William  Coke,  cfq.  M.  P, 
Stii  key,   Rev.  Arthur  Branthuaytc. 
Thuisford,  George  Chad,  cfq. 
Wairnigham,  Hei:ry  Lee-Warner,   cfq. 
Warliam,   fir  Jolm  Turner,  bart. 

BKRNB:Y,  or  BARNEY,  in  Doomfday-book  is 
called  Berlei,  from  Bur  or  Ber,  a  hill  by  die  watcr.t 

King 

•f-  Vide  Parkin,  who  feems  to  have  had  no  other  criterion 
for  his  opinion  as  an  etymoUgift  than  the  elements  of  earth 
and  water.  Hills  and  rivers  muft  have  been  very  plenty  in 
Norfolk,  before  the  Conqucft,  fince  the  antients  gave  fuch 
Names  only  to  places  m  bcft  fuited  their  fituation  on  eitlicr. 
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King  William  I.  gave  it  to  Peter  lord  Valoins :  at 
the  furvey,  William  held  it  under  this  lord  Peter, 
who  was  probably  anceftor  of  the  family  of  de 
Berncy,  now  baronets. 

EiNHAM  Priory  IMamor.  Roger  de  Valoins,  Ton 
of  lord  Peter, -confirmed  die  grant  of  his  kinhuan, 
Walter  de  Valoins,  before  he  was  fliorn  a  monk  ;  of 
his  lordfliip  here,  wiih  land  at  Thursford,  widi  the 
confent  of  Rohais  his  wife,  to  this  priory,  b\-  laymg 
on  the  altar  a  knife. 

Several  gifts  of  land  vrere  confamcd  to  this  priory 
manor. 

On  the  dilTolutlon  of  the  priory  this  lordQiip 
was  granted,  November  15,  in  the  33d  of  Henry 
VIII.  to  Thomas  Pafion,  efq.  Edward  Pailon  was 
lord  in  1572;  and  Mary  Pafion,  widow  of  Thomas 
Pafion,  efiq.  fon  and  heir  of  Edward  Pafion  of  Ap- 
pleton,  and  Winter  Eerningham,  held  it  in  jointure 
in  1625:  file  was  daughter  of  fir  George  Brown, 
of  Shelford  in  Berkfhire,  a;id  re-married  fir  Henry 
Compton,  of  Suffex,  knight  of  the  Bath. 

Afterwards  it  was  fold  to  the  x\tllcys,  and  hr  Ja- 
cob Aflley,  bart.  lord  and ,  patron,  prefented  to  the 
vicarage  in  i65o,  and  his  defcendent,  fir  Edward 
Aflley,  bart.  member  of  parliament  for  the  county, 
is  the  prefent  lord  and  patron. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  was  a, 
reclory  granted  by  Edv/ard  III,  to  the  priory  of  Bin- 
harn. 

The  church  is  a  fmgle  pile,  and  has  a  fquare 
tower,  with  three  bells  ;  it  is  covered  with  lead,  and 
the  chancel  is  tiled. 

B  la 
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In  the  church  is  a  graveflone : Oraie  p.  ai'a. 

J-lvx.  Bloucr,   ah.  Barker  de  Barney. 

In  the  chancel: — Orate  p.  aia.  Tin.  Lovnd,  nup. 
licar.  hiij.  ecche. 

The   Rev.  Thomas  Mchk  was  prcfentcd  to  tins 
vicarage  by  fir  Edward  Afdey,  of  Melton-Conflable, 

1777- 

lUNHAM  was  granted  to  Peter  lord  Valoins,  the 
Conqueror's  nephew,  at  the  furvey. 

Peter,  die  lord,  and  Albreda  his  wife,  founded 
here,  with  the  confent  of  the  Conqueror,  a  priory  of 
Benedi(fline  Monks,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  as  a  cell 
to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban's,  but  to  be  fubjcft  only, 
as  the  priory  of  Lewes  was,  to  that  of  St.  Peter  of 
Clugni,  in  France,  and  paying  only  to  St.  Alban  s 
a  mark  of  filvcr  annually  ;  but  not  finifhcd  till  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 

The  founder  endowed  it  with  the  lordfhip  of  this 
town,  and  other  confiderable  grants  oi  land,  Sec. 
and  Roger,  his  fon.  confirmed  what  his  father  had 
given,  and  was  himfelf  a  confiderable  bencf:i6tor,  as 
were  Peter  and  Robert  de  Valoins,  ^\•ho  were  buried 
here. 

Henry  I.  gave  them  a  charter  for  a  fair,  for  four 
days,  beginning  on  the  vigil  of  St.  Mar)%  and  a  weekly 
inarkci  on  Wednefdays.  And  in  the  2d  of  king 
John,  a  fine  was  levied,  wherein  William  de  Chaeii, 
or  Ken,  loid  of  North  Greenhoc  hundred  and  Wigh- 
ton,  giants  to  the  prior,  certain  cufloms  due  to  him 
.IS  lord,  and  the  prior  grants  that  the  men  of  Wigh- 
ton  fliould  be  free  from  toil  in  Binhara  marker. 

In 
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In  the  fald  reign,  Robert  lord  Fltz waiter  claimed 
the  patronage  of  tlie  priory,  and  beficged  it,  in  or- 
der to  reinflate  Thomas  the  prior,  dcpofed  by  the 
prior  of  St,  Alban's,  and  the  king  fends  forces  to 
defend  it.  Pope  Innocent,  In  1250,  confirmed  by 
bull  the  grant  of  the  church  of  Wellley,  in  Cam- 
bridgcfliirc,  to  them ;  and  Reginald  de  Eacon,  in 
the  46th  of  Henrv  III.  gave  a  moietv  of  Letheringfet 
church,  near  Holt;  and  in  the  14th  of  Edward  II. 
there  were  refident,  as  is  faid,  a  prior  and  thirteen 
monks. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  35jd  year,  granted  to 
Thomas  Pafton,  efq.  the  fcite  df  this  priory,  with 
the  manor  and  redoiy,  lands  in  Walfnigham,  Wells, 
Gunthorpe,  Barney,  Thursiord,    Sec. 

Thomas 'was  the  fifth  fon  of  fir  William  Pafton, 
of  Pallon,  afterwards  a  knight,  and  father  of  fir 
Edward,  who  died  Icrd  in  1630  :  his  defeendent, 
Edward  Paflon,  efq.  lord  of  this  manor,  and  of 
Barningham,  8cc.  mariied  Mary  daughter  and  co- 
heir of  John   Clerk,  gent,  of  Bale  in  Norfolk,  by 

whom  he  had  Pafton,  efq.  who  fold  tliis  lord- 

fliip  and  that  of  Barningham,  in  or  about  the  year 
1756,  to  Mr.  William  Ruffell,  a  whale-bone  mcr- 
of    King's   flreet,   Cheapli  ie,  London. 

Mr.  Samuel  Buck  publifhed  a  print  of  the  ruins 
of  this  priory,  and  its  church,  dedicated  to  the  Ho- 
ly Crofs,  in  1738;  and  as  there  is  yet  no  material 
alteration  fince  that  lime,  a  copy  from  the  fame 
print,  equally  well  executed,  is  hereunto  annexed. 

The  remains  of  this  religious  fabrick  are  very  ex- 

tenfive  and    beautiful,   affording   one   of   the   lurelTi 

teflinionies   of    tiie  zeal  and   purity    of    the  times, 

B  2  '  The 
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The  \vcfl;  front  of  die  building,  nov/  in  ufe  as  the 
parifli  church,  is  extremely  well  defigned  and  exe- 
cuted :  the  fituation  on  the  declivity  to  a  fine  flream, 
over  which  has  been  a  bridge  to  the  north,  is  re- 
markably well  chofcn,  and  the  whole  wears  a  fo- 
lemn,  auguft  appearance.  It  feems  to  have  been 
built  with  a  crofs  ifle  to  the  eaft  end,  and  a  bell- 
tower  to  the  weft ;  encompaffed  with  a  wall,  or 
loduinents  :  round  the  area  of  the  field,  which  con- 
tains  ten  or  twelve  acres,  is  a  wall,  excepting  to  the 
ri\er,  with  a  gate-houle  at  the  principal  entrance 
lioni  the  \\cft. 

']  lie  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Remington  was  prefented 
to  this  vicarage  by  king  George  II.  in  1730. 

COCK.THORPE.  In  the  grand  fur\'ey  it  is  cal- 
led Thorjie,  but  to  diflinguifli  it  from  other  towns 
in  Norfolk  of  that  name,  gained  the  additional 
name  of  Coke  or  Cocke,  fetting  forth  its  fcite  to  be 
near  Ibme  river  or  water,  as  Cocklcy-Clay,  Cokef- 
ford,   &;c.'" 

Part  of  this  town  on  the  conqucft  was  held  by 
AVIlliam  Bcaufoe,  bifliop  of  Theiford,  in  right  of 
that  fee,  and  was  pofleficd  by  bifliop  Almar,  in  the 
time  of  king  Edward,  belonging  to  his  manor  of 
Langham.  Another  part,  confiUing  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  Sec.  was  in\adcd,  or  fcizcd  on 
by  bifliop  Beaufoc. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Thomas  Bacon  was 
found  to  hold  a  c|uartcr  of  a  fee  of  Hugh  lord  Bar- 
dolf,  Hugh  of  the  bifliop  of  Norwich,  and  the  bi- 
fhop  of  the  king  in  capile;  and  Roger  fon  of  Tho- 
mas Bacon  was  lord,  and  prefented  to  the  church  of 
Cockthorpc  in  the  fourteenth  century. 
*  Parkin. 


NORTH     GREENHOE.  g 

Afterwards  it  came  to  fir  Oliver  Calthorpe,  hv 
the  marriage  of  Habel,  daughter  of  fir  Robert,  and 
filter  and  co-heir  of  Bartholomew  Bacon,  of  Er- 
warton  in  Suffolk.  The  laid  Ilabel,  dying  in  the 
ii2tli  )'car  of  Henry  IV.  gave  by  will  this  lord- 
fliip,  with  diat  of  Snitterly  or  Blakeney,  to  her  fe- 
cond  fon,  Richard  Calthorpe,  efq.  he  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  William,  and  filler  and  heir  of 
John  Irmingland,  reftor  of  Stifkey  St.  John,  who 
was  buried  before  the  Holy  Crofs  in  the  church  of 
Cockthorpe,  as  was  alfo  his  wife,  who  furvived  him 
ten  years. 

John  Calthorpe,  efq.  was  their  fon  and  heir,  and 
married  Alice  daughter  of  John  Aftley,  cfc|.  of  Mel- 
ton-Conllable  in  Norfolk.  He  died  in  1503,  and 
was  buried  in  ihe  middle  of  the  chancel  of  the  mo- 
nallery  church  of  the  Carmes  at  Rlakenev,  of 
which  he  v/as  the  principal  founder.  Alice  his  wife, 
furvived  hinl  and  was  buried  by  him,  by  whom  he 
had  Chriftopher,  who  was  alfo  lord  of  Starflon,  in 
right  of  Aiianore  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and 
heirs  of  Robert  Bernard,  efq.  and  Ann  his  wife, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Pygott,  gent.  He 
died  in  1547,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
Cockthorpe. 

James  Calthorpe,  efq.  his  fon,  married  EHzabetli 
daughter  of  Robert  Garnifh,  of  Kenton  in  Suffolk, 
efq.  and  brought  to  this  family  Fiflily  manor,  in 
Norfolk,  Sec. 

Chriftopher,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  admitted  a 
fludent  in  Lincoln's  Inn.  Joan  his  wife  furvived 
him,  and  re-married  fir  Jerome  Bowes,  of  London. 

B  3  James 
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jamcs  Calihorpc,  cTq.  her  Ton  and  heir,  was  a 
knight,  liigh  flierilf  of  Norfolk  in  ihc  13th  of  king 
James  ;  ho  married  Barbara  daughter  of  Francis  Ba- 
con, of  Melfct  in  Sudolk,  e(cj.  and  died  June  15, 
in  the  1  sth  of  king.  James.  Barbara  his  wife  fur- 
A-iAcd  him,  and  thev  were  both  buried  and  had  a 
nionumcni  in  the  church  of  Cockthorpe, 

Chriflopher  Cahhorpe,  efq.  was  his  fon  and  heir, 
who  married  about  the  44th  of  EHzabeth,  Maud 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  John  Tliuvflon,  of  Broome 
in  Norfolk,  cfc.  and  died  March  14,  in  the  23d  of 
James  I. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  in  the  ir/li  of  Charles 
I.  James  Calthorpc,  fon  and  heir  of  ChriRopher 
Calihorpc,  dcccafcd,  had  livery  of  Blakeney  manor, 
tailed  luolvwdls  Hall,  and  the  advowfon  of  the 
church,  with  the   chapel  of  Glanford  annexed,   &;c. 

This  James  fold  to  Henry  Calihorpe,  of  Ampton 
in  Suffolk,  efq.  this  lordfhip.  Sir  Henry  was  his 
uncle,  and  an  eminent  lawyer,  lollcitor  general  to 
<(ueen  Henrietta  Maria,  and  of  her  council,  recor- 
der of  London,   i^c. 

Sir  Henrv  was  found  to  die  feifcd  of  this  manor, 
ihofe  of  Aldby,  Blakeney,  Wiveton,  Acle,  &c.  in 
Norfolk,  and  that  of  Ampton  in  Suffolk,  on  the 
iirft  of  Auguft,  1637,  leaving  by  Dorotliy,  daugh- 
ter and  co-heir  of  Edward  Humfrey,  gent.  James 
bis   ion   and  heir,  aged  eleven  years,  who  married 

the    daughter  of  Reynolds,   filler   of  fir  John 

Keynolds,  of  Hampfhire.        ( 

This  James  Cahhorpe  is  faid  to  have  been  knight- 
ed by  Oliver  Cromwell  :    he  hud  three  fons,  James, 

Chriflopher, 
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Chriflophcr,  and  Reynolds.  James  Calthorpe,  efq. 
was  lord  in  1698. 

In  Cocklhorpc-hall  were  thefe  arms,  Calthorpe 
impaling  Bacon  of  Heffet,  argent  on  a  fefs  ingrailed, 
between   three  efcutcheons,  gules,  as  many  mullets, 

or. Calthorpe,  quartering  Bacon,   and  Bernard, 

argent,  two  greyhounds  indorfed,   fable,  collared,  or. 

Pigot,  argent,   three  mullets,  in  bend,   between 

two  bendlets,  gules  ;  and  Rookwood,  argent,  three 
chefs  rooks,  lablc,  and  ermine,  on  a  fcfs  fable,  three 
croffcs  pattee,  argent:   crefl,   a  boar's  head,  azure. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Peter  de  Ringflede  was 
alfo  found  to  hold  the  fourth  part  of  a  fee  of  the 
lord  Eardolph ;  after  which  ii;  came  to  John  Cal- 
thorpe, efq.  and  his  heirs,  and  fo  is  united  with  the 
other  part. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  the 
Re\'.  Mr.  Henry  Calthorpe  was  prefented  to  this 
re61ory  and  Blakeney  by  James  Calthorpe,  efq.  of 
Ampton,  near  Bury  St.  Edmund's,    1  743. 

DALLING,  or  FIELD-DAWLING,  to  diflin- 
guifh  it  from  Wood-Dawling,  in  the  hundred  of 
Eynsford  ;  called  Dalinga  in  the  grand  furvey,  from 
its  fcite  in  a  watry  vale,  or  dale.''^  At  the  furvey 
it  was  held  by  the  Conqueror,  and  was  a  beruite  to 
the  iordfhip  of  Holt. 

Robert  de  Vcrli  had  alfo  a  Iordfhip  at  the  furvey. 

The  king's  manor  abovementioned  was  granted 
from  the  crown  to  the  carls  Warren,  of  whom  it 
was  held  by  the  family  of.  de  Bacon. 

B  4  Hardwin 

*  Parkin, 
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Hardwin  Bacon  prefentcd  Richard  de  Saxlingham 
to  the  rc6<ory  of  this  church,  about  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  and  granted  two  parts  of  the  tithe  of 
his  demeans  to  the  priory  of  Caflleacre. 

The  manor  of  \''crli,  of  which  Ralph  (probably 
earl  of  Norfolk,  who  rebelled  againll  the  Conque- 
ror i  was  depiixcd,  ^vas  held  of  the  family  of  de 
Balling. 

Roger  de  Wooltcrton  prcfcnicd  to  the  church,  as 
lord,  in  1 34S  ;  as  did  Simon  liabinglcy  in  13^)9, 
William  Walfliara  in  13 84,  and  \Villiam  in  the  ten 
in  the  faid  year:  about  the  end  of  this  year  William 
Walfham,  and  others,  aliened  this  rcclory  to  the 
college  of  St.  Mary  in  the  Fields,  at  Norwich  ;  and 
Henry,  then  bifliop,  appropriated  it  on  March  11, 
referving  to  himfclf  a  penlion  of  40s.  and  of  3s.  6d. 
10  the  prior  and  convent  of  Norwich,  per  ann.  and 
on  this  a  vicara'j;e  was  fettled. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  VI.  the  lord  Baidol[)h  licld  it 
ol  the  eail  Warren,  and  in  the  5th  of  Henry  VI. 
Thomas  Beaufort,  duke  of  Exeter,  was  found  to 
die  Icifcd  of  it,  and  John  Rokewode  held  it  of  him. 

William  Sutton  conveyed  it  by  fine,  in  the  2d  of 
Henry  VII.  to  John  Wyndham,  efq.  a  moiety  of 
tield-Dawling  manor  ;  and  in  the  23d  of  that  king 
the  iriauor  of  Gibbs,  in  this  town,  Avas  conveyed  to 
him. 

William  llcydon,  cfq.  \vas  lord  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  fir  Chriftopher  Heydon  ched 
lord  o(  lield-Dawling,  Woolterton,  and  Gibbs  ma- 
nors, in  1379. 

After 
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After  this  Nicolas  Styleman,  efq.  held  it,  and  lo 
came  to  the  Ha'bords,  of  Gunton,  and  fir  Harboid 
Harbord,  bait,  is  the  prefcnt  lord. 

John  Wilby  poffeffcd  a  manor  here,  in  the  3d  of 
Henrv  IV.  it  was  then  in  the  king's  hand  on  ac- 
count of  the  minority  of  the  duke  of  Britaigne. 
Edmund  carl  of  Richmond  held  it  in  capile,  and 
died  ieifcd  of  it  in  the  35 ill  of  Henry  VI. 

MonNTCRACE  Priory.  Maud  de  Harfcove,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  ga^'c  to  the  abbey  of 
Savigny  in  Normandy,  a  manor  in  this  town,  where- 
upon there  came  over  fom.e  Ciftercian  Monks  of 
that  place,  of  which  this  is  fomctiraes  mentioned  as 
a  cell,  or  priory  of  itfelf,  and,  fometimes  as  parcel 
of  Long  Benington  priory  in  Lincolnfhire.  Upon 
the  dilFolution  of  alien  priories,  it  was  given  firft  to 
Epworth,  then  to  the  Spittle  on  the  Street,  Lincoln- 
fhire; after  that  to  the  Carthulians  near  Coventry, 
bv  king  Richard  II.  and  afterwards  to  the  priory  of 
Mountgrace,  in  Yorkiliire,  and  as  parcel  of  this  lafl 
priory  Vv'as  granted,  in  the  2d  and  3d  of  Philip  and 
Marv,   to  Martin  Haftings  and  Jam^es  Bourne. 

James  Bourne  died  November  20,  in  the  12th  of 
Elizabeth,  feiied  of  this  lordiliip,  and  of  the  redo- 
rv,  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  leaving  it  to  lila 
nephew  James  Bourne. 

In  the  16th  of  Elizabeth,  Martin  Hailing,  by  li- 
cence, alienated  his  right  to  Charles  Stutvyle ;  and 
it  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  V^^'illiam  Heydon,  efq. 
and  fo  united  to  the  iorclQiips  above. 

The  church,  which  confifts  of  two  ifles,  a  chan- 
cel, and  has  three  bells,  is  dedicated  to  St.  i\ndrew, 

was 
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was  a  rcclor)'  in  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  and  is  now 
a  vicarage. 

On  a  gravc-flonc  in  the  foudi  iflc,  with  a  brafs 
plate : 

Hie  jacet  Joh.  Xicholas  et  Margareta  uxor  ejus  qui 
ikdcrwU  criicem  argenUam  huic  ecdes.  qui  quid.  Joh,  ob. 
22,  Januar.  14S5. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Repps  BFownc,  M.  A.  was  pre- 
fenied  to  this  vicarage  by  Alice  Winn,  a  minor, 
1763. 

EGMERE.  The  principal  lordniip  of  Edgamcr, 
as  it  is  wrote  in  the  book  of  Doomklay,  was  in  the 
ice  of  Thctford,  and  held  by  Ailmer  bifliop  of  Elm- 
ham,  in  the  time  of  the  ConlclTor.  Morel  held  it 
of  WilHam  Bcaufoe,  bifhop,  at  the  furvey  ;  and  it 
ieems  to  take  its  name  as  being  ieatcd  near  fome 
mere,  or  moor." 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Agnes  de  Mortimer, 
William  de  Shipdham,  and  Godwin  dc  Thornham, 
held  lands  here  belonging  to  the  fee  of  Norwich. 

John  I.eclie,  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  was 
found  10  holtl  the  half  fee  which  William  de  Shipd- 
ham lormtrly  held:  in  the  27th  of  the  faid  king, 
John  de  Woolterton,  re(51or  of  Harpley,  conveyed  it 
to  John  dc  Egmere,  uflier  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
hi:>  heirs. 

In 

'  \'idc  i'.rkin. — Mere  is  a  low  Avampy  meadow,  or  lajce  : 
Fgmere  flands  on  high  ground,  and  probably  was  called  Edge- 
moor,  as  EdgcHcld  near  IloU,  on  an  eminence. 
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In  141 S  William  Winter,  efq.  prcfeiited  to  this 
church  :  loon  after  it  fcems  to  ha\'e  been  in  the 
hands  of  certain  truflees.  who  had  licence  on  Maicli 
3,  in  the  3d  year  of  Henry  VI.  to  alien  this  manor 
of  Egmerc,  with  the  patronage  of  the  church,  to 
the  prior  and  convent  of  Waliingham. 

On  the  dilTolution  of  the  faid  priory  it  came  to 
the  crown,  and  king  Henry  VIII.  on  the  2 2d  of 
March,  in  his  30th  year,  grants  it  to  James  Bul- 
leyne,  in  exchange  for  the  manors  of  Heverreal, 
and  Kemfing  in  Kent.  Aftei;  this  it  came  to  fir 
Thomas  Grefl^am  knt.  whofe  widow,  lady  Ann,  fold 
it  to  fir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord  keeper,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  his  defcendent,  the  late  fir 
Edmund  Bacon,  bart.  died  poffefled  of  it :  his  daugh- 
ter, Mis.  Mary  Bacon,  of  Ryborough,  is  the  pre- 
Icnt  lady  of  the  manor,  and  patron. 

The  church,  of  which  nothing  is  left  but  the 
tower,  is  a  re6lory,  and  the  inhabitants  go  to  the 
church  of  Waterden,  and  are  there  buried,  &;c. 
Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  is  faid  to  have  profaned  it,  and 
turned  it  into  a  barn. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Mordaunt,  reftor  of  Little 
Maffingham,  was  prefcnted  to  this  rectory  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Bacon,    1761. 

HINDRINGHAM.  The  capital  lordfliip  of  this 
town  belonged  to  the  bifhop  of  Elmham,  in  king 
Edward's  reign.  William  Beaufoe,  bifliop  of  Thet- 
ford,  was  lord  of  it  at  the  furvey. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich's  Manor. 
Herbert  bifhop  of  Norwich,   on   his   founding   the 

priory 
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priory  of  Nor\v'th  ga^•c  this  lordfhip  to  it,  and  was 
held  by  ihc  |u\ot  and  consent  of  Norwich. 

This  lordfiiip  is  now  in   the  dean  and  chapter  of* 
Noruich. 

NowERs's  Manor.  In  the  reign  of  king  John, 
Wilham  dc  No\veis,   Sec.  held  lands  in  this  manor. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  I^^  Thomas  de  Eftle.  or 
Afllcy,  held  of  the  lord  Bardolph,  and  he  of  the  bi- 
fhop,  late  Nowcrs  j  and  Thomas  Aftley,  efq.  ^  fon 
and  heir,  fettled  this  manor  in  the  7th  of  Henry 
VII.  as  a  jointure  on  Elizabeth  daughter  of  William 
Clipil.'y,  of  Gby.  In  the  30th  of  Henry  VIII. 
Thomas  Afllc)-,  and  John,  his  fon  and  heir,  fold  it 
to  fir  Roger  Townfnend,  of  Rainham ;  and  George 
Townfiiend,  efq.  with  Alice  his  wife,  paffcd  it  in 
queen  Maiys  reign  to  Thomas  I'ownQicnd,  efcp 
Irom  the  Townfhends  it  was  conveved  about  1570, 
to  Martin  HaCings,  who  fold  it  to  Giles  Mabbs,  or 
Nabbs,  gent,  he  left  two  daugiiters  and  co-heirs, 
Mary  married  to  Riches  Brown,  efq.  of  Fulmondif- 

ton,   and  ,    mariicd  to  James  Ward.   gem.  of 

Hindi  ingham. 

WiLB^  s  Manor.  Another  part  of  this  great 
cpifcopal  lordfiiip  was  in  the  hands  of  the  antient 
familj-  of  de  Burgolion ;  and  Ra!})h  fon  of  John  de 
Rudham,  held  of  Robert  Burgolion,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  III. 

John  de  W'ilbv  and  Joan  Hcrvcv,  held  of  Ralph 
dt  Aftley,  Edward  II. 

In  the  jth  of  Henry  VI.  Thomas  Beaufort,  duke 
of  ExcLcr,  died   fcifed   (as   lord  of  Wormegay,  the 

Bardolphs 
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Bardolphs  eflate)  of  lands  here,  &:c.  and  in  the  2 2d 
of  Henry  VIII.'  this  lordOiip  of  Wilby  was  poircfTcd 
by  John  Hall,  of  Halfted  in  Lincohifliire. 

Pernow  Hall.  This  was  alfo  a  lorddiip  be- 
longing to  the  bifliop's  fee,  and  in  the  reign  of  Ed^ 
ward  III.  was  poffelfed  by  Jolm  de  Egmere,  and  is 
faid  to  be  held  of  the  manor  of  Novvers,  in  this 
town. 

In  the  1  3th  of  Henry  VI.  Richard  Chappe  grants 
to  Henry  Beaufort,  cardinal  and  bifliop  of  Win- 
chefler,  WMllIam  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Suffolk,  fir 
Thomas  Kerdefton,  fir  Thonras  Tuddenham,  William 
P>illingford,  clcj.  &c.  his  manor  of  Pernow-Hall,  in 
Hindringham,  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever.  After 
this  it  came  to  the  Wilbys,  who  held  it  of  the  Afl- 
leys,  lords  of  the  manor  of  Nowers.  Richard 
Wilby  paffed  it  in  the  3 2d  of  Henry  VIII.  to  Ed- 
mund Framingham. 

George  Davy,  of  Gunthorpe,  died  icifed  of  h 
September  4,  in  the  lall  year  of  Philip  and  Mary. 
Richard  Godfrey,  efq,  about  the  20th  of  Elizabeth, 
purchafed  this  manor  of  Chriftopher  Davy. 

CoLDHAM  Hall.  W^illiam  Banyard  had  tin's 
hall  conveyed  to  him,  in  the  16th  of  Edward  l\\ 
by  Thomas  Gloys. 

In  the  27th  of  Henry  VIII.  John  Wotton,  and 
William  Fcrmor,  efq.  held  of  the  bifliop.  After 
ihis  it  was  polIelTed  by  Francis  Bedingfield,  who 
fold  it  in  the  34th  of  Elizabeth  to  Richard  Godfre\-, 

?lq.  abovementioned,   and Godfrey,   efq.   a 

maHer  iu   chancery,  fold   it   to  Ifaac  Le.-Heup,  efq. 

Michael 
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Michael   Le-Heup,   cfq.  of  Bury   St.   Edmund's,  is 
the  picicnt  lord. 

Beficlcs  die  abovcmentioncd  lordflilps,  the  king 
liad  a  finall  lee  at  tlic  lin  vcy,  in  this  town ;  as  had 
alio,  Drogo  de  Beuraria,  or  Drew  de  Beveres,  a 
noble  Fleming,  who  attended  the  Conqueror  on  the 
invafion,  and  made  by  him  Lord  of"  Holdernefs,  in 
Yorkfliire,  with  a  grant  of  ihefe  manors  in  Norfolk  : 
Bafingham  and  Barningham,  in  North  Erpingham 
Iiundred  ;  Saxlingham,  in  Henflead  hundred  ;  Burgh 
and  Erpingham,  in  South  Erpingham  hundred; 
with  this  of  Hindringham. 

The  church,  which  is  a  lofty  flmclure,  with  five 
bells,  was  antiently  a  re6lory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mar- 
tin. From  the  top  of  the  church  tower,  there  is 
one  of  the  mofl  beautiful  and  cxtcnfive  profpe^ls  to 
be  found  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

In  the  chancel  window,  an  orate  for  fir  Robert 
\Valkfare,  knt.  with  his  arms,  and  one  for  Thomas 
Swelhngton,  with  his  arms;  as  were  alio  the  arms 
of  the  lords  Bardolph  and  Morley. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  lancartcr  Framingliam  was  prc- 
fentcd  to  this  vicarage,  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Noiwich,    17GS. 

IIOLKHAM.  The  principal  lordfliip  of  this 
town  was  after  the  coricjueft  granted  to  Fun  i,  one  of 
ihe  Conquerors  attendants.  'Fovi  had,  beddes  this 
manor,  the  errant  of  lix  lurdlhips  in  this  county. 

On  tiie  cicatli  f>t  i  uv'i  it  came  as  an  efchcat  to 
the  crown,  and  was  granted  by  William  IF  to  his 
great  favourite,  William  de  Albini,  his  butler,   (Pin- 

ccnia 
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cniia  Regis)  anccftor  of  ihe  earls  of  Arundel,  lord 
of  Wymondhani,  Rinng-Caflle,  and  Buckenliam, 
who  enfeoffed  Hubert  de  Monclienfi  thereof,  anccf- 
tor  of  the  lords  de  Monchenfi.  Sir  Warin  de  Mon- 
chenfi  had  a  charter  of  free  warren  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  111.  and  Thomas  de  Holkhani  releafed  to 
him  in  1227,  common  of  paPture,   Sec. 

William  lord  Monchenfi,  his  fon  and  heir,  left  a 
daughter  and  fole  heir,  Dionylia,  who  brought  it  by 
marriage  in  1296,  to  fir  Hugh  de  Vere,  a  younger 
fon  of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  being  held  of  the 
lord  Tatefliale,  who  married  one  of  the  heireffes  of 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  and  haxing  no  iffue.  this  lord- 
fhip  came  to  Adomare  de  Valentia,  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, and  Joan  his  wife,  fifter  of  William  lord 
Monchenfi,  father  of  the  aforefaid  Dionyfia. 

On  the  death  of  Adomare  de  Valentia,  in  the 
i"th  of  Edward  II.  and  a  divifion  of  his  inheri- 
tance, it  was  affigned  to  David  de  Strathbolgi,  in 
right  of  Joan  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Comyn, 
lord  of  Badenough,  in  Invernefs-fhire,  by  Joan  his 
wife,  one  of  the  filters  and  co-heirs  of  the  faid  Ado- 
mare, where  it  remained  till  his  defcendent,  David 
earl  of  Athol,  on  his  death,  in  the  49th  of  Edward 
III  left  it  to  his  two  daughters  and  co-heirs,  (Eliza- 
beth and  Philippa)  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter 
of  the  lord  Ferrers,  of  Groveby. 

Elizabeth,  the  eldefl,  married  firil  fir  Thomas 
Percy,  and  fccondly  fir  John  Scrope ;  being  a  wi- 
dow, in  1388  conveyed  it  to  fir  John  Hallham,  of 
Kent,  and  Philippa  his  wife,  her  fiflcr. 

In  1395  John  Halfham,  cfq.  fon  and  heir  of  Phi- 
lippa was  lord  in  the  3d  of  Henry  V.     Sir  Hugh 
C  dc 
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dc  Halfljam  died  lord  in  die  20th  of  Henrv  VI. 
uhcn  Joan  dav.;:;hter  and  heir  of  Richard  Hainiani, 
his  brother,  wife  of  John  Lewkenor,  efq.  of  Goriiig 
in  Suflex,  was  his  heir.  John  Le\vkenor,  efq.  in 
the  /jth  of  Edward  IV.  icitlcd  it  bv  fine  on  Thomas 
Randolph,  with  the  manor  of  Weft  Lexham. 

Afttr  this  it  was  in  the  familv  of  Boleyn,  of 
Blickling.  Sir  Wilham  Boleyn,  fecond  fon  of  fir 
JciTrcv;  Boleyn,  lord  mayor  of  London,  died  poflcf- 
fcd  of  it  in  1505. 

Thomas  Grefliam.  efq.  purchafcd  it  of  fir  James 
Boleyn,  by  fine,  in  the  4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and 
Mary.  By  an  inqiiifition  taken  May  9,  in  the  39th 
of  Elizabeth,  the  lady  Ann  Grefliam,  ^v•idow  of  fir 
Thomas,  ^vas  found  to  have  held  the  manor  of 
Holkham  and  Burgh-hall,  and  \Vm.  Read,  efq.  was  her 
fon  and  heir,  by  her  firfl  hufband.  Win.  Read,  efq. 

In  the  21  ft  of  James  I.  the  ladv  Mary  Read,  wi- 
dow of  fir  W'illiam  Read,  polfcffcd  it :  which  faid 
William  Read  had  one  daughter  and  heir,  named 
Ann,  who  married  to  her  firft  hufl^and  fir  Michael 
Stanhope,  knt.  by  whom  flic  had  three  daughters, 
Elizabeth,  Jane,  and  Bridget.  After  the  death  of 
Stanhope,  and  before  her  father  died,  flie  married 
to  her  fecond  hufband  fir  Edward  Spencer,  knt.  and 
in  his  name  in  right  of  his  wife,  a  court  was  held 
for  Bor'^uffh-hall  manor  the  beginiiiiic;  of  the  lei^ii  of 
Charles  I. 

After  the  death  of  the  faid  lady  Ann  Spencer,  her 
three  daughters  by  fir  Michael  Stanhope  were  in 
polfcHion  of  Borc)ugh-hall  manor.  Sec.  as  co-heirs  of 
fir  William  Read  their  grandfather,  and  were  then 
married   to  luid  Berkley,  fir  Williara  Withipol,  of 

Ipfwich, 
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Ipfvvich,  knt.  and  the  carl  of  Dermond.  And  by 
deeds  dated  the  10th  and  23d  01'  Charles  I.  lord 
Berkley  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  fir  William  Withi- 
pol  and  Jane  his  wife,  the  earl  of  Defniond  and 
Bridget  his  wife,  fold  and  conveyed  the  manor  of 
Borough-hall,  about  three  hundred  and  fixty  acres  of 
land  and  meadows,  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
fait  marfhes'"',  and  two  fold-courfes,  the  one  called 
Caldoe  or  Afhyard  fold-courfe,  the  other  the  MarOi 
or  Borough-hall  fold-courfe,  with  the  appurtenances, 
to  John  Coke,  efq.  of  Holkham,  from  whom  the 
fame  defcended  to  the  earl  of  Leiceller. 

It  appears  from  court  rolls,  S:c.  that  the  fuccef- 
five  lords  of  Borough-hali  manor,  fince  the  year 
1505,  were 

Sir  James  Bolevn. 

Sir  Thomas  Grefham. 

Lady  Grefliam,  his  widow. 

Sir  William  Read,  her  (on  by  a  firfl  hufband. 

Lady  Mary  Read,  widow  of  fir  William. 

Sir  Edward  Spencer,  in  right  of  his  wife,  Ann 
daughter  of  fir  William  Read. 

Elizabeth  lady  Berkley,  Jane  lady  Withipol,  and 
Bridget  countcls  of  Defmond,  grand-daughters  of  fir 
William  Read,  by  his  daughter  Ann's  firfl  hufband, 
fir  Michael  Stanhope. 

John  Coke,  who  married  Merial  daughter  of  An- 
thony Wheatley :  which  Anthony  died  the   24th  of 
Augufl,  the  42d  of  Elizabeth. — Perkins  errs  in  fay- 
C  2  ing, 

*  Thefe  marfhcs  were  Imbanked  and  inclofed  from  the  fea 
by  the  faid  John  Coke,  and  now  called  the  Old,  or  Borough 
Marihes,  in  Holkliam, 
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ing,  it  was  purchaf;d  by  ^Villiam  Wheatly,  efq.  pro- 
rhonatory  of  the  Common  Pleas,  who  was  alio  lord 
o!  Hiil-hall  in  this  town,  and  left  it  to  Anthony  his 
fon  and  heir,  who  by  Ann  his  wife,  daughter  of 
William  Armigcr,  efq.  of  North  Creak,  had  three 
daughters  and  co-heirs ;  Muriel,  the  eldelf,  brought 
it  bv  marriage  to  John  Coke,  elf],  fourth  fon  of  the 
famous  fir  Edward  Coke,  lord  chief  juRice  of  Eng- 
land. 

William  dc  Ken,  lord  of  Wighton,  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.  and  king  John,  paffcfTed  lands  in 
Holkham;'  ar.d  his  fon  William  in  that  of  Henry 
III.  who  forfeited  on  his  rebellion  :  they  were  grant- 
ed by  that  king  to  Philip  de  Albini,  as  the  lands  of 
the  Normans ;  but  in  the  3 2d  of  the  laid  king,  was 
conferred  on  William  de  Valentia,  earl  pf  Pem- 
broke, the  king's  half  brother,  and  it  became  uni- 
ted to  the  lordfhip  abovementioned,  and  came  to 
John  Coke,   efc|. 

Henry  III.  granted  a  weekly  market,  on  Mon- 
days, and  a  fair  on  the  feafl  of  the  decollation  of 
St.  John  Baptifl.  :  here  \vas  alfo  a  great  fifli-market. 

In  1533,  VVilliam  W^ootton,  and  John  Wootton, 
cf(|.  conveyed  Neals,  alias  Lucas  manor,  to  Mr. 
William  Pcpys,  and  Thomas  Pcpys,  gent,  died  feifcd 
of  in  1569,  and  orders  it   by  his  will  to  be  fold. 

After  the  death  of  Thomas  Pepys  the  faid  manor 
of  Neals,  alias  Lucas,  was  poffelfcd  by  his  daughter 
Thomafinc,  who  manied  Richard  Scafoul :  after 
Vk'hofe  dcaiii  the  laid  I'homafmc,  widow  of  Richard 
Seafoul,  fold  the  faid  manor  and  cftate  of  Neals, 
alias  Lucas,  to  Richard  Manfeur,  who  had  poffef- 
iion  many  yetirs  in  the  rcigu  of  quceii  Elizabeth, 

and 
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and  long  and  vexatious  law  fuits  with  lady  Grcfliara, 
about  rights  of  flieep-walks  in  Holkham,  not  ended 
till  after  both  of  them  were  dead.  William  Armi- 
ger,  of  North  Creak,  cfq.  married  Catherine  fifler 
and  heir  of  the  faid  Richard  Manleur. 

W^illiam  Armiger,  cicj.  and  Catherine  his  wife, 
by  deed  dated  the  5th  of  Odober,  jGio,  the  7th  of 
James  I.  fold  and  conveyed  the  manor  of  Holkham, 
oiherwife  Neals,  alias  Lucas,  in  Holkham,  with  the 
appurtenances;  '"the  reCiorv  of  Holkham  and  par- 
fonage  houfe,  'with  the  tithes  of  corn  and  hay,  and 
all  wainfcot,  ceilings,  winciows,  glafs-doors,  locks, 
fhefves,  benches,  tables,  fixed  coppers  and  leads ; 
with  all  iieid-iands,  enclofures  and  ofher  lands,  of 
which  three  acres  was  planted  with  faiircn ;  alfo  the 
patronage  of  the  vicarage  of  Holkham,  to  fir  Ed- 
ward Coke,  knt.  then  lord  chief  juRice  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas. 

A  fine  was  levied  the  7  th  of  James  L 

By  the  fame  deed  \vas  afTigned   and  conveyed  to 

the  faid  fir  Edward  Coke,  the  leafe  and  manor  of  Pc- 

terfont  granted   by  Eqmund  Bifhop   of  Norwich  to 

queen  Elizabeth  for  eighty  years,  with  the  appurte- 

C  3  nances 

*  Tlie  reftory  of  Flolkham  wss  appropriate  to  the  abbey 
of  Weft  Dereham,  which  abbey  was  given  to  the  king,  by  fta- 
lutes  the  27th  and  31ft  of  Henry  VIII.  The  faid  reftory  was 
granted  by  letters  patent  of  Henry  VIII.  to  James  Boleyn,  who 
fold  the  fame  to  Pepys,  and  with  Ncals,  alias  Lucas,  came  to 
Armiger  as  abovementioned,  who  fold  and  eonveyed  the  fame 
to  fir  Edward  Coke  as  aforefaid, 

■f  Peterfon  leafliold  was  in  poffcflion  of      Griggs,  from 

whom  Richard  Manfuer  purchafed  it,  and  from  hira  came  to 
Armiger  as  abovementioned. 
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ranees  in  Pctcrfon,  Holkham,  BaQiam,  Creak,  Eurnr 
ham,    and  Burnham-lhorpe. 

From  the  faid  fir  Edward  Coke  all  the  above  pre- 
miircs  came  to  his  fon,  John  Coke,  of  Holkham, 
and  from  him  dcfcendcd  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter. 

In  the  2Sih  of  Henry  VI.  the  prior  of  Walfing- 
ham  had  a  grant  o[  the  lands  in  Peterfon,  and 
prior)- ;  and  lo  continued  till  the  diffoiution,  when 
they  came  to  the  crown. 

Edward  VI.  in  1540,  granted  Peterfon  priory 
manor,  and  lands  in  this  town,  &c.  to  the  fee  of 
Norwich,  where  it  remains  at  this  time. 

The  great  antiquary  and  hiftorian,  Camden,  de- 
rives this  family  of  Coke,  from  WiUiam  Coke,  of 
Didlington  in  South  Greenhoe  hundred,  Norfolk, 
mentioned  in  a  deed  in  1206,  who  held  alfo  in  the 
faid  year,  the  lordliiip  of  South-bergh  in  Mitford 
hundred. 

William  had  JefiTrey  his  fon,  refiding  at  Didling- 
ton in  the  36th  year  of  Henry  III.  who  married 
Margaret  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Alan  de  Attler 
bridge,  and  left  Thomas  Coke,  of  Didlington,  liv- 
ing in  the  50th  of  that  king,  and  father  of  Thomas, 
of  the  faid  town,  living  in  the  44th  of  Edward  1. 
who  had  John  Coke,  of  Didhngton,  in  the  9th  of 
Edward  II. 

In  Collin's  Hiftory  of  the  Peerage  it  is  alfo  faid, 
that  John  Coke,  who  was  lord  of  Didlington  in 
the  9th  of  Edward  II.  and  father  of  fir  Thomas 
C'okc,  who  fcr\cd  in  the  wars  of  France,  was  lord 
ol  Didlington  and  Foulden,  created  a  knight  ban- 
neret, 
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ricret,  and  in  ihe  2 2d  of  Edward  II.  had  a  grant  ot 
one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  :  his  ion  1  ho  mas 
dying  s.  p.  his  inheritance  defcended  to  John  Coke, 
who  lived  at  Whitwell,  1362,  broihcr  of  fir  Tho- 
mas, who  had  a  fon,  John  Coke,  cfq.  of  Croflvvick 
and  Ealt  Rufton,  and  he  a  fon,  Robert  Coke,  efq. 
of  Eafl  Rufton,  who  married  Agnes,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Roger  Crifpin,   efq.  of  Happifburgh. 

Their  fon  John  left  Thomas  Coke,  efq.  who  mar- 
ried Alice,  filler  and  co-heir  of  Thomas  Folcard, 
1,01  d  of  Sparham-hall,  and  had  two  ions : 

1.  John,  who  died  young. 

2.  Robert  Coke,  efq.  of  Sparham,  married  to 
Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wodehoufe,  of  Waxham 
in  the  hundred  of  Happing. 

Robert,  the  furvlvor,  was  a  fellow  of  Lincoln's 
inn,  and  the  firfl  of  the  family  who  lived  at  Mile- 
ham  :  his  only  brotlier,  Thomas,  was  lord  of  Gam- 
bon  s  manor  in  Whitwell.  Robert  died  in  London, 
1561,  and  by  Winifred,  daughter  of  Mr,  William 
Knightley  of  Norwich,  left  an  only  fon  and  heir, 
fir  Edward  Coke,  that  bright  luminary  of  the  la\\^, 
who  was  born  at  Mileham.  He  was  lord  chief  juf- 
tice  of  England,  Sec.  and  died  at  Tittlefhall ;  to 
which  place  in  this  hiflory  the  reader  is  referred. 

Sir  Edward  married  firft  Bridget  daughter  of  John 
Paflon,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  fix  ions  and  three 
daughters,  viz. 

1.  Edward,  who  died  an  infant. 

2.  Sir  Robert,  married  to  Theophlla  daughter  of 
lord  Berkley,  and  died  1653  without  liTue. 

C  ^  ^.  Arthur, 
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3.  Arthur,  married  to  Elizabeth  daughter  and  fole 
heir  of  hr  George  Waldegrave,  of  Higham  in  Suf- 
Jolk,  and  died  without  iffue,    1629. 

4.  John,  ^vho  by  his  marriage  with  Muriel  daugh- 
tn  of  Anthony  Whcatlcy,  cfq.  lucceeded  to  the 
Holkham  eflate,  and  had  fix  fons  and  nine  daugh- 
ters. 

5.  Henry,  married  to  Mar;2;aret  daugTiter  and. heir 
of  fir  Richard  Lovcuce,   of  Kingfdown  in  Kent. 

6.  Clement,  mamed  to  Sarah  dau;^hter  and  co- 
heir of  Alexander  Rcddifh,  efq.  of  Reddilh  in  I.an- 
cafliirc.  This  Clement  lived  at  Longford  in  Derby- 
fiiire,  and  had  a  fori  who  Was  created  baronet  by 
Charles  1.  for  his  loyal  attachment  to  diat  unfortu- 
nate prince. 

Sir  Edward's  three  daughters  were 

1.  Elizabeth,  who  died  young, 

2.  Bridget,   marrricd  to  William  Skinner,   cfq. 

3.  Arm,   manied  to  Ralph  Sadler,  efq. 

By  his  fccond  lady,  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Tho- 
mas Cecil,  carl  of  Salifbury,  he  had 

I.  Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried. 

■j.  Frances,  married  to  fir  John  Villers.  vifcount 
Purbcck,   brother  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

John,  die  fourth  fon  of  fir  Edward  Coke,  Hved 
and  died  at  Honington  in  Suffolk,  1G61;  and  his 
heirs  male  dying  without  ilTue,  the  cdates  in  Nor- 
iolk.  Suflolk,  Derby,  Cambridge  and  Lancafhirc, 
dclccnded  to  Richard  only  (on  and  heir  of  Henry 
tlic  iifih  ion  of  fir  Edward, 

Richarci 
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Richard  Coke,  efq.  as  above,  married  Mary  daugh- 
ter of  fir  John  R(vafe,  bart.  of  HcrJiam  in  Sufiolk, 
by  whom  he  had-Robert  Coke,  efq.  of  HolI<ham, 
uho  married  ladv  Ann  OflDorne,  dauehter  of  tlie 
duke  of  Leeds,  and  dying  left  Edward  his  fon  and 
heir,  married  to  Gary  daughter  of  hr  John  Newton, 
bart.  of  Barrow-Court  in  GioucefterOiirc.  Edward 
Coke,  efq.  had  three  fons,  viz.  Thomas,  Edward, 
and  Robert,  and  tv.'o  daughters,  Gary,,  married  to 
fir  Marrnaduke  Wyvill,  bart.  and  Ann,  married  to 
Phi.'ip  Roberts,  efq.  major  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
horfe  guards,   and  now  h\ing  in  London. 

Thomas,  the  eldeft,  married  ladv  Margaret  Tuf- 
ton,  third  daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  earl  of  Tha- 
net,  and  baronefs  Clilford  in  her  own  right.  He 
was  eleded  knight  of  the  bath,  created  baron  Lovell, 
of  MinRcr-Lovell  in  Oxfordihirc,  and  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter:  he  was  alfo  joint  poif-maiter  general  of  Eng-» 
land,  and  elei^led  fellow  of  the  Ro\-al  Society,   Sec. 

Edward,  the  fecond  fon,  had  the  cllate  of  Long- 
ford in  Derbyfhire,  and  dying  s.  p.  in  1733,  ^^^^ 
younger  brother,   Robert,  inherited  it. 

He  married  lady  Jane,  daughter  of  Tliomas  mar- 
quis of  Wharton,  and  (iifer  to  Philio  late  duke  of 
Wharton;  and  was  vice  chamberlain  to  queen  Ca- 
roline; dying  without  iiTue,  1737,  the  Longford 
eftate  came  to  Wenman  Coke  Roberts,  efq.  fon  of 
major  Roberts  and  Ann  his  wife,  as  abovemen- 
j.ioned. 

Thomas  earl  of  Leicefter  had  an  only  fon,  Ed- 
ward vifcount  Coke,  a  young  nobleman  of  moll 
eminent  parts,  who  reprefcntcd  die  county  of  Nor- 
folk   in   one    parliament :    he    man  led   lady  Mary 

Campbell, 
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Campbell,  daugliLer  and   co-heir  of  the  great  John 
duke  of  Argyle,  and  died,    i  753,   vvidiout  iffue. 

On  the  death  of  lord  I.eicefter,  April  20,  1759, 
the  titles  became  extinft,  but  the  eftatcs  devolved  on 
VVenman  Coke,  efq.  of  Longford,  member  of  par- 
liament for  the  borough  of  Derby,  and  in  1774 
cle(51ed  knight  of  the  fliirc  for  the  county  of  Norfolk  : 
he  married  firll  Hugone  daughter  of  a  merchant  in 
London,  by  whom  he  had  no  furviving  iffue  :  his 
next  wife  was  Mifs  Chamberlain,  an  heirefs,  (now 
his  reliiSt)  a  grand-daughter  of  the  late  judge  Den- 
ton, whofe  eilate  in  Buckinghamfhirc  fhe  enjoys  for 
life  by  the  judges  foLtlcment  :  after  her  deceafe  it 
defccnds  to  her  eldefl  fon,  Thomas  William  Coke, 
cfq.  as  tenant  in  tail. 

Mr.  Wenman  Coke  had  by  the  fame  lady  a 
younger  Ion,  Edward  Coke,  efq.  yet  unmarried  : — - 
IVlargarct,  married  to  fir  Henry  Hunlockc,  bart.  of 
Wingcrworth  in  Derbyfhire  : — Elizabed"v,  married  to 
James  Dutton,  efq.  cldeil  brother  of  Mrs.  T.  \V. 
Coke,  whofe  younger  brothers,  one  has  taken  the 
fir-nam.e  of  Napier,  and  the  odier,  Ralph  Dutton, 
cl(].  are  both  unmarried. 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Coke's  three  elder  fiflcrs  arc, 

1.  Mariicd  to  Samuel  Blackwcll,  efq,  member  of 
parliament  fur  Circncefter. 

2.  To  Mr.  Maflers,  near  the  fame  borough. 

3.  To  Charles  Lambert,  efq.  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  Kilbeggan  in  Ireland. 

On  Mr.  Wenman  Coke's  deceafc,  April  1775, 
his  eldefl  fon,  Thomas  William  Coke,  efq.  fucceed- 
td,  and  was  alio  cholcn  member  in  pailiamcnt  for 

thi| 
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this  county,  ii-i  tlie  room  of  his  father,   the    Sth   of 
May  following. 

Mr.  Coke,  the  prefcnt  lord  of  Holkham,  married 
Jane,  the  fourth  and  youngefl  daughter  of  Jarae>» 
Lenox  Button,  efq.  of  Sherbourne  in  GloucefterOiire, 
by  whom  he  has  a  daughter,  Jane  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1777. 

The  family  name  of  Coke  is  of  great  antiquity, 
as  we  have  endeavoured  to  fliew ;  and  has  been 
Ipeird  Cooke  or  Cocke  ;  the  name  given  by  the  an- 
ticnt  Biitiili  (as  Parkin  fays)  to  a  river,  as  Cocket  in 
Northumberland,  Cocker  in  Cumberland,  Cockef- 
ford  (now  Coxford)  in  Gallovv,  &c. 

"  The  town  takes  its  name  from  its  fcite,  lying 
Iiear  to  fome  remarkable  hills,  Hoe-lig-ham ;  and 
as  tradition  fays,  was  one  of  the  country  feats  of 
Anna  king  of  the  Eafl;  Angles  ;  and  W'ithburga, 
his  youngefl  daughter,  v.'ho  was  fainted  for  her  pie- 
ty, (of  whom  fee  in  Eafl:  Dereham)  vvas  born  and 
educated  here. 

*'  It  was  antiently  a  place  of  confcquence,  and 
cminency  for  trade  and  fhipping.  In  the  4th  year 
of  Edward  II.  the  king  fent  his  writ  to  this  town, 
Burnham,  Snetterley,  Blakeney,  Lynn  and  Yarmouth, 
to  provide  (hips  to  be  fent  to  Scotland,  tlie  king  be- 
ing then  at  war  wit}i  the  Scots  ;  and  this  town  with 
that  of  Burnham-Depdale,  was  appointed  to  pro- 
vide one  fliip  in  the  reign  of  Edwaid  III.  in  order, 
with  others,  to  tranfport  the  king's  army  from  Dub- 
lin in  Ireland,   to  Scotland. 

"  But  what  renders  this  \'illage  highly  remarkable 
i,n  this  prefent  age,  is  the  noble,  flately,  iumptuou:^ 

palace, 
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palace,  erc(^tcd  by  the  late  rlglit  honourable  lord  of 
it,  which  mav  be  juRly  laid  to  be,  in  all  rcfpe^ls, 
one  of  the  befl  houfcs  (if  not  the  befl)  in  all  Great 
Britain  ;  and  may  it  fo  remain  a  fplendid  monument 
of  his  great  worth  and  dignity,   to  lateil  poAerity. 

"  The  building  of  Holkham-houfe  was  finiflieci 
by  Margaret  counicfs  dowager  of  Leiccilcr,  in  the 
vear  1764,  ha\'ing  exj^cnded  therein  upwards  of  ele- 
ven ihoufand  pounds  fmce  lord  Leiceilcr's  death  ; 
and  the  furnifliing  of  the  houfe  was  compleated  in 
the  year  1766,  at  the  additional  expence  of  more 
than  three  thoufand  pounds,  by  her  ladyfhip. 

*'  Influenced  by  a  tender  regard  to  indiG;ent,  and 
lA'idowed  age,  in  the  year  ijfj^  her  ladvlhip  built 
and  endowed,  and  in  1763  further  endowed,  in  this 
parifh,  an  alms-hou{e  for  the  maintenance  of  three 
men  and  tliree  women,  to  have  fixpence  a  day  each, 
one  chaldron  of  coals  each,  annually,  and  to  have 
new  cloaths  once  in  t^\  o  years  ;  to  be  ele£ied  by  the 
poCelTor  of  Holkham-houfe,  out  of  fome  parifli  in 
which  the  eftatcs  thereto  belonging  lie  :  the  building 
and  furnifliing  tlie  fix  dwellings,  and  purchafmg  the 
rents  and  ellates  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of 
the  whole,  cofl  her  ladyfhip  about  two  thoufand 
Oircc  hundred  pounds. 

*'  In  the  fpring,  1767,  her  ladyfliip  began  to  re- 
pair Holkham  church.  All  the  outfide  walls  and 
flonc  windov/ frame,  were  repaired  throughout;  the 
roof  made  flrong,  and  part  of  it  new  leaded ;  the 
infide  of  the  whole  fluccoed  and  cieled  ;  the  floors 
entirely  new  paved;  the  pews  and  feats  all  new, 
and  cicclcd  in  a  rep;ular  form;  the  pulpit,  d'efks, 
communiontable,  and  rails  thereto,  ail  mahogany; 
a  marbl'j  font,  plate  for  the  comnmnion,.  linen  and 

bookl) 
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books  for  all  the  fcrviccs,  the  old  monaments  re- 
flored,  the  veftry  room  fitted  up,  and  all  the  win- 
dows new  glazed.  The  whole  was  finifhed  at  Ea- 
fler,  1768,  at  the  Ible  expence  of  her  ladvOiip, 
amounting  to  about  one  thoufand  pounds. 

"  A  book  of  this  nature,  as  a  public  record,  with 
great  propriety  endeavours  to  eternize  die  memory 
of  thofe  truly  great  and  noble  benefadors,  to  whom 
works  of  confummate  excellence,  and  public  aCrs  of 
piety  and  charity,  have  defervedly  given  fuperior 
difluidion  in  the  age  in  which  they  lived/'  * 

His  lordfliip's  arms  were  per  jaale,  gules  and 
azure,  three  eaglets  difplay'd,  argent,  (as  granted  to 
fir  Edward  Coke,  the  judge,  by  Robert  Cook,  cla- 
rencieux)  creft,  on  a  chapeau,  gules,  turned  up  er- 
mine, an  oftrich,  argent,  with  an  horfe-fiioe  m  his 
Ipeak,  azure  ;  fupporters,  two  oflriches,  argent,  gor- 
ged and  collared,  with  a  ducal  coronet. 

Motto,  Prndens,  qui  pat.jens. — The  quarterings  of 
diis  family  fee  in  Tittlelhall. 

A  capital  meffuage  in  Holkham  ftaith,  with  lands 
m  Holkham,  and  the  eaft  marih  foldcourfe,  was 
for  many  generations  the  poffeffions  of  the  New- 
gates. 

Robert  Newgate  had  a  grant  from  Charles  L 
of  the  falt-marfhes  in  Holkham,  with  a  power  to 
inclofe  the  fame,  for  150L  paid  to  the  king,  to  be* 
held  of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  by  fealty 
only  in  free  and  common  foccage,  in  which  grant 
boundaries  towards  the  fea  are  deicribed. 

By 

'  Parkin. 
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Rv  'Iced  dated  llic  cifl  oi  Oclober,  i6r,g,  Ed- 
niund  Newgate  fold  and  conveyed  for  340 ol.  all  his 
medliages,  lands,  tenements  and  marfhcs  in  Holk- 
ham,  to  John  Coke,  efq.  of  Holkham,  ffom  whom 
the  lame  defcendeu  to  the  earl  of  Leicefler. 

In  the  vcar  i;2i  and  22,  the  late  earl  of  Leicef- 
ler inclofcd  and  embanked  from  the  fea  about  four 
hundred  acres,  part  of  the  faid  fak-marflies,  novV 
called  the  Ne^v  Marflies  in  Holkham. 

Afterwards  the  faid  earl  of  Leicefler  determining 
to  fix  the  family  feat  at  Holkham,  about  the  years 
1723  and  26.  after  making  fevcral  purchafcs  of  in- 
termixed land  and  eltates,  he  began  to  indole  the 
parifh  of  Holkham;  in  1728  built  a  new  farm- 
houfe,  &:c.  upon  the  diflant  field-lands  on  the  wefl 
fide  the  parilli,  at  a  place  called  Longlands.  In 
1735  he  built  another  new  farm-houfe,  upon  the 
old  heath  on  the  eaft  fide  the  parifh,  at  a  place 
called  Bianthill,  and  inclofcd  and  cultivated  the 
heath-land  :  thence  forward  gi  adually  proceeded 
w  itli  inclofmg  and  improving  the  whole  parilh,  di- 
viding to  himfclf,  round  about  where  he  intended 
to  build  his  feat,  and  inclofed  with  pales,  a  park, 
containing  about  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  and  therein  made  many  plantations  of  woods, 
laid  out  lawns,  made  waters,  gardens.  Sec.  with 
many  ulcful  and  ornamental  buildings  therein  ;  and 
nearly  compleatcd  his  manfion  houfe  begun  in  1734, 
(upon  the  fcite  of  the  old  manor  houfe  of  Hill-hall) 
before  his  death,  in  1759. 

"  Holkham-hall.'fays  an  itinerant  author)  the  cele- 
brated houfe  of  Thomas  William  Coke,  efq.  which 
can  be  feen  any  day  of  the  \vcck,  except  Sunday, 
by   nobility  and  lorcicucrs,    but  on  Tuefday   only 

by 
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,bv  other  people.  It  was  built  by  the  late  earl  of 
Leicefler,  and  cannot  be  viewed  with  too  much  at- 
tention. The  center  part  of  this  extenfive  villa 
contains  (lie  principal  or  grand  apartment,  lituated 
in  the  middle  of  four  coaliderable  ^vings,  or  pavi- 
lions, that  are  joined  to  it  by  galleries,  or  re£lilinear 
corridors.  Under  the  bafcment  flory  are  the  cellars. 
Each  wing  has  its  rcfpc^live  dellination ;  one  is  al- 
lotted to  the  ufes  of  the  kitchen,  and  all  its  offices, 
a  fervants  hall,  and  fome  lodging  rooms :  another  is 
the  chapel  wing  ;  and  therein  are  the  dairy,  wafh- 
houic,  laundry,  and-  fome  lodging  rooms.  At  op- 
pofite  angles  on  the  weftern  quarter,  are  lituated  the 
two  other  wings  or  pavilions.  One  of  thefe  con- 
tains a  complete  family  apartment.  The  other  pa- 
vilion is  \vholly  calculated  to  accommodate  compa- 
ny,  and  called  the  flrangers  wing. 

"  The  lioufe  may  be  faid  to  confifl  of  five  qua- 
drangles, the  center  and  the  four  wings ;  not  that 
diev  are  fquarcs,  but  we  ufe  the  t-erm  to   give   a  gc- 
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neral  idea.  Each  of  the  two  fronts  thereof  prefcnt 
a  center  and  two  wings.  That  to  the  fouth,  and 
the  grand  approach,  is  as  beautiful,  light,  airy,  and 
elegant  a  building  as  can  be  viewed.  The  portico  is 
in  a  fine  tallc,  and  the  Corinthian  pillars  beautifully 
proportioned.  This  central  front,  in  every  refpedi 
that  can  be  named,  appears  all  lightnefs,  elegance, 
and  proportion :  but  when  you  advance  near,  you 
find  no  entrance  to  the  houfe ;  there  are  no  flairs  up 
10  the  portico  ;  and  this  circumfiance,  after  fo  fine 
an  approach,  and  fo  long  feeing  the  portico,  and 
cxpeding  it  to  be  the  entrance,  becomes  a  difap- 
pointraent,  and  a  fault  in  the  building. 

"  We  have  fpoken  hitherto  of  the  central  front 
alone.  The  whole,  including  the  two  wings,  wc 
cannot  think  fo   peileclj  for  th'^re  appears  a  great 

want 
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vant  r\(  unity.  The  fcveral  parts  arc  not  fo  nicciv 
conncckt!  as  to  form  one  whole.  The  center  miifl 
be  fecn  diftini^,  each  wing  the  fame  ;  and  hkevvife 
the  finall  parts  which  join  the  center  to  the  \\ings. 
'i 'iiefe  are  all  diflincl  parts,  thoiigh  joined  together ;  tior 
is  there  any  fnnilitude  ol  tafle  between  the  -center  and 
the  wings ;  all  the  pieces  of  this  front  arc  light  and 
elegant  to  a  great  degree :  but  when  confidered  as 
the  conneded  parts  of  one  whole,  the  want  of  unity 
is  llriking.  The  center  is  uniform,  and  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  exprcffion,  elegandy  magnificent. 
No  building  can  deferve  thefe  epithets  more  than 
this  ;  but  they  cannot  be  applied  to  the  whole  front, 
becaufc  the  parts  are  not  of  an  uniform  taPie,  and 
the  ^\•ing•s  are  at  bell  but  light  and  elegant ;  they 
have  nothing  magnificent  in  them,  as  to  the  joining, 
pieces  thev  are  pretty.  The  north  front  confifls  of 
one  row  of  Venetian  windows,  over  another  of 
common  fafhes  in  the  rullics.  Ihis  front  is  not  fo 
'  pleafaig  as  the  fouth  one,  but  it  is  by  far  more  of 
a  piece  with  the  wings,  Sec. 

*'  After  venturing  thcfc  criricifms  upon  the  fronw 
of  Holkham,  common  candour  obliges  us  to  ac- 
knauledge,  diat  the  infidc  of  the  houle,  in  point  of 
contrivance,  is  fur  preferable  to  any  other  we  have 
ever  fecn ;  fo  admirablv  adapted  to  the  Englifh  way 
of  living,  and  fo  ready  to  be  applied  to  the  grand, 
or  the  comfortable  flile  of  life,  that  convenience 
ietms  to  have  had  the  (irft  place  in  lord  LeiceflcrS 
luiiid,  when  he  adopted  the  prcfent  plan. 

"  Yon  enter  v.-hat  they  call  the  great  hall,  but 
whsL  is  in  reality  a  paliagc.  It  is  called  a  cube  of 
f(wty-cight  feel ;  but  eighteen  very  large  and  rtiagni- 
ficciit  Ionic  pillars,  having  their  pedeRals  rcfted  on  a 
jiiiiible  paliagc  round  it,  and  eight  or  ten  feet  high 
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from  the  groinitl,  the  area  at  bottom  is  but  an  ob- 
long parage,  walled  in  \vith  Derbyfliire  marble,  and 
Upon  that  ^vall  are  the  pillars,  fix  in  a  line  on  each 
fide,  and  fix  in  front  in  a  femi-circle  around  a 
flight  of  flcps  up  to  the  faloon  door.  The  palfage 
or  gallery,  as  it  may  be  called,  runs  around  thcle 
pillars,  and  both  together  take  up  fo  much  room, 
that  all  fort  of  proportion  is  loll;  to  look  Irom  it 
into  the  area,  it  appears  exaclly  like  a  bath.  The 
fouth  front  was  one  proof,  and  this  hall  is  another, 
that  the  architeffs  genius  was  not  of  the  magnifi- 
cent or  fublirae  llamp ;  for  in  both  he  aimed  at 
grcatnefs :  the  impreflion  of  the  front  is  varied  and 
confequently  weakened  bv  the  wings  ;  and  the  want 
of  proportion  in  the  hall,  ruins  the  vafl  effe^l 
which  would  otherwifc  attend  the  magnificence  oi 
fuch  pillars  fo  nobly  arranged:  but  in  the  elegant, 
the  pleafing,  the  agreeable,  his  tafle  has  never  failed 
throughout  the  whole  building.  The  hall  is  entirely 
of  Derbvfliire  marble. 

"  The  faloon  is  forty-two  feet  by  twenty- feven,  a 
proportion  much  condemned,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
difpleafmg.  Some  call  it  a  gallery  ;  and  perhaps 
a  gallery  is  infinite  preferable  to  a  cube,  or  to  any 
proporiion  near  a  fquare  enormoufly  high.  One  of 
the  fined  rooms  in  England,  is  the  double  cube  at 
Wilton,  which  is  more  of  a  gallery  than  the  laloou 
at  Holkham,  and  yet  no  one  ever  entered  it  wiih- 
out  being  llruck  witii  the  juflnefs  of  the  proportions. 

"  This  faloon  is  hung  with  crimfon  faffoy,  the 
pier-glafies  Imall,  on  account  of  the  narrownefs  of 
the  piers,  each  againfl  a  pillar  of  the  portico,  but 
in  an  elegant  tafte.  The  rooms  to  the  left  of  the 
faloon  are,  firft,  a  drawing-room,  tliirty-three  by 
twenty-two,  hung  with  crimfon  faffoy  ;  the  pier- 
D  glaifcs 
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glafTcs  \eiv  large,  and  cxcccdinglv  elegant  ;  tlie  ^ 
agate ^  tables  beautiful  beyond  defaiption.  From 
thence  we  entered  the  landfcapc  room,  which  is  a 
dj effing- room  to  the  flate  bed-chamber  ;  it  is  twenty- 
four  by  twent\'-two,  hung  with  crimfon  damafk.  A 
pairagc-room  leads  to  the  anti-room  to  the  cha- 
pel, and  then  into  the  flate  gallery.  The  walls  of 
Derbyfljire  marble  ;  the  altar  and  all  the  decorations 
in  a  very  fine  taflc.  Returning  to  the  landfcape 
room,  you  pafs  into  the  ftate  bed-chamber,  thirty 
by  twenty-four,  which  is  fitted  up  in  an  elegant 
tafle.  It  is  hung  with  PVench  tapeftry,  except  be- 
tween the  piers,  which- is  by  Mr,  Saunders  of  Soho- 
fquare  ;  the  colours  of  the  whole  exceedingly  bril- 
liant. 1  he  bed  is  a  cut  velvet,  upon  a  white  fattin 
ground,  and  as  it  appears  in  common  is  a  verv 
handlome  gilt  fettce,  under  a  cariopy  of  flate  :  the 
defign  of  the  bed  is  equal  to  any  thing  in  England. 
1  he  chimney-piece  remarkably  beautiful ;  pclicaiiS 
in  white  marble.  The  next  apartment  is  Mrs. 
Coke's,  confifling  of  a  bed-chamber,  drefhng-room, 
clofet  with  books,  and  a  fmaller  one  ;  the  bed- 
chamber twenty-four  by  twenty-two,  purple  damafk. 
Irencli  chairs  of  Chiflel-flreet  \el\et  tapeflry  ;  the 
chimjiey-piccc  a  bafTo  relievo  of  white  marble  finely 
polifhed.  The  drefhng-room,  twentv-eight  by  twenty- 
lour,  hung  with  blue  damafk.  So  much  for  the 
fuitc  of  rooms  to  the  left  of  the  hall  and  faloon. 

"  On  the  the  other  fide  you  enter  from  the  latter, 
another  drawing-room,  thirty-three  by  twenty-two, 
hung  Vvith  a  crimfon  flowered  velvet.  The  glares, 
^  tables,  and  chimney-pieces  are  well  wordi  your  at- 
teniicui.  From  this  room  you  enter  the  flatue- 
galie.^y,  wliich  is  without  exception  the  mofl  beauti- 
ful room  we  ever  beheld  ;  the  dimcnfions  arc  to  the 
eye  proportion  itfclf  j    nothing  oiiends  the  mofl  cri- 
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liclfrng.  It  confills  of  a  middle  part,  fcventy  feet 
by  twcniv-two,  and  at  each  end  an  oclagon  of 
twenty-two,  open  to  the  center  by  an  arch ;  in  one 
are  eompartments  with  books,  and  in  the  other  fla- 
tues :  thofe  in  the  principal  part  of  the  gallery  Hand 
in  niches  in  the  wall,  along  one  fide  of  the  room, 
on  each  fide  the  chimney-piece.  .Obferve  in  parti- 
cular the  Diana,  the  figure  is  extremely  fine,  and 
the  arms  inimitably  turned  ;  the  \'cnus  in  wet  dra- 
pery is  jikew'ife  exquifite  ;  nothing  can  exceed  the 
manner  in  which  the  form  of  the  limbs  is  feen 
through  the  cloathing.  lire  llabs  are  very  fine  ; 
the  ceiling  the  only  plain  one  in  the  houfe,  the  reft 
being  ail  gilt  fret-w'ork  and  mofaic. 

"  The  entrance  w^e  have  already  mentioned  from 
the  drawing-room  is  into  one  ociagon,  and  out  of 
the  other  opens  the  door  into  the  dining-room,  a 
cube  of  twenty-eight  feet,  with  a  large  recefs  for  the 
fide-board,  and  two  chimney-pieces  exceedinglyele- 
gant ;  the  one  a  fow  and  pigs  and  wolf,  the  other  a 
bear  and  bee-hive,  finely  done  in  white  marble  ; 
the  nofe  of  the  fow  was  broke  oif  by  a  too  common 
mifapplication  of  fenlc,  jeehig  inftead  of  feemg. 
Returning  into  the  flatue  gallery,  one  oetagon  leads 
into  the  llranger  s  wing,  and  the  other  to  the  late 
EarFs  apartment  :  conliiling  of,  1.  The  anti-room. 
52.  His  lordfhip's  chefiing-room.  3.  1  he  library, 
fifty  by  t\venty-one,  and  exceedingly  elegant,  4. 
Mrs.  Coke's  dreffing-room.  ^.  The  bed-chamber. 
6.  A  clofet  with  books.  The  rooms  are  about' 
twenty-two  by  twenty.  The  ftrangers  wing  coniifis 
of  an  anti-chamber,  dreffing-room,  bed-chamber, 
•  clofet  with  books,  bed-chamber,  dreffing-room,  bed- 
chamber, dreffing-room.  The  htiing  up  of  the 
houfe,  ill  all  paniculars  not  mentioned,  is  in  the 
jnoli  elegant  tafte,  the  Venetian  windows  beautiful, 
D  2  ornamented 
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ornamrnied  with  magnificent  pillars,   and  a   profu' 
fion  of  gilding. 

"  El:!  non-,  let  us  come  to  \\hat  of  all  other  cir- 
cumftanccs  is  in  Holkham  infinitt'ls'  the  moft  Rriking, 
and  what  renders  it  fo  pardcularly  fuperior  to  all 
the  gicat  houfes  in  the  kingdom,  convenieiice.  In 
l\\c:  firit  place  uith  the  ftate  apartments.  From  the 
hall  to  the  faloon,  on  each  fide  a  drawing-room, 
throuffh  one  of  them  to  the  ftate  dreffing-room  and 
bed-chamber  :  this  is  perfe^lly  compleat.  Through 
tlic  other  drawing-room  to  the  flatue  gallery,  which 
may  be  called  the  rendezvous  room,  and  connefts  a 
number  of  apartments  together,  in  an  admirable 
manner  ;  for  one  oflagon  opens  into  the  private 
wing,  and  the  other  into  the  flrangers  on  one  fide, 
and  into  the  dining-room  on  the  other.  This  din- 
ing-joom  is  on  one  fide  of  the  hall,  on  the  other  is 
Mis.  Cokes  drcffing-ioom,  and  through  that  her 
bed-chamber  and  clolcts.  From  the  rccefs  in  the 
dining-room  opens  a  liitlc  door  on  to  the  flair-cafe, 
which  leads  iiiuncdiaLcly  to  the  ofliccs  ;  and  it 
fhould  be  obfcrved,  that  in  the  center  of  the  \vings, 
by  the  center  of  the  houfe,  by  die  faloon  door,  and 
behind  Mrs.  Coke's  clofet,  are  ftairs  quite  unfecn, 
which  communicate  with  all  the  rooms,  and  lead 
do  vn  into  the  offices.  We  fay  down;  for  the  hall 
is  the  only  room  Icen  on  the  ground  floor;  you  flep 
dire6lly  from  a  coach  into  it,  without  any  quarry  of 
winding  flcps  to  wet  a  lady  to  the  fkin,  before  flic 
gets  under  cover.  From  the  hall  you  rile  to  the  fa- 
loon oi  firR  floor,  and  there  is  no  attic.  Thus  there 
are  four  general  apartments,  which  arc  all  diflin6l 
from  each  other,  with  no  recriprocal  thoroughfares ; 
the  flatc,  Mrs.  Coke's,  the  late  earl's,  and  the  flran- 
gers wing.  'Jhcle  Icvcrally  open  into  what  may  be 
called  common  rooms,  the  hail,  flatue-2,alicry,  and 
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faloon,  and  all  immediately  communicate  with  the 
dining-room.  There  may  be  houfes  larger  and 
more  ma2;niflcent,  but  human  2;cnius  can  never  con- 
trive  any  thing  more  convenient." 

The  fouth  front  (of  which  wc  have  given  a  per- 
fpecTiive  view)  is  regular  and  beautiful  ;  and  the 
sildincr  of  the  window  frames  and  fafhes,  done  in 
the  fummer  of  1777,  by  the  prefent  Mr.  Coke,  gi\es 
the  \vhole  a  magnificent  appearance  ;  but  vv^c  rcler 
our  readers  to  the  large  folio  volume  of  Plans,  Ele- 
vations, Se£lions  and  Defcription  of  Holkham 
Houfe,  publiflied  by  Mr.  Matthew  Brettingham, 
fon  of  the  furveyor  of  the  buildings  fur  the  late 
lord  Leiceflcr. 

In  order  to  give  a  proper  idea  of  the  plantations, 
park,  and  other  objecis  which  environ  this  mujeum 
of  taile  and  elegance,  we  fliall  enter  Holkliam  pa- 
rifli  by  the  road  leading  from  Lynn  to  Wells,  where 
the  twelve  Imall  clumps  of  trees  furrounding  the 
trium})lial  arch  fuft  catch  your  attention,  and  give 
you  warning  of  an  approach. 

Turning  into  the  gate  on  the  left,  the  road  leads 
you  under  the  TPauMPUAL  arch.  This  flruclure  is 
in  a  beautiful  tafte,  and  finifhed  in  an  elegant  man- 
ner ;  it  is  extremely  light,  and  the  white  flint  ruflics 
have  a  fine  effech 

Croffmg  the  Burnham  and  VValfingham  road,  a 
narrow  plantation  on  each  fide  a  broad  vifto  leads 
from  hence  to  the  obelifk,  a  mile  and  a  half;  this 
plantation  ought  to  be  much  broader,  for  you  fee 
the  light  through  many  parts  of  it ;  but  it  is  only  a 
Jketch  of  what  the  late  earl  of  Leicefler  defigned, 
D  5  anci 
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and  not  meant  as  compleat.  At  the  bottom  of  tlie 
Mil,  on  which  the  obchfk  (lands,  are  the  two  por- 
ters lodp;cs.  fmall,  but  very  neat  flruflures.  Rifmg 
with  the  hill,  you  approach'  the  obelifk,  through  a 
very  fine  plantation  ;  and  nothing  can  be  attended 
witii  a  better  cffefl  than  the  villos  opening  at  once. 
There  are  eight  :  i .  To  the  fouth  front  of  the 
houfe.  '2.  Holkham  ftaith.  3.  Town  of  Wells. 
4.  Stifkey  Mills.  5.  The  triumphal  arch.  6.  Thorpe 
Lodge.      7.  Overy  Staith.      8.  Holkham  church. 

Viflos  arc  by  no  means  the  tafte  of  the  prefent 
a.fre  ;  but  Inch  a  genius  as  lord  Lcicefler's,  might  be 
allowed  to  deviate  -from  fafhion,  in  favour  of  beauty 
and  propriety.  Nothing  can  be  more  regular  than 
the  front  of  a  great  houfe,  the  approach  to  it  ought 
therefore  to  partake  of  this  regularity  ;  becaufc 
ftraight  cuts  are  out  of  fafliion,  it  would  be  an  ab- 
furditv  to  take  a  winding  courfe  to  the  houfe  door, 
for  the  fake  of  catching  obje<I:ls  allant,  arfd  irregu- 
larly :  fucli  management  is  to  the  full  in  as  falie  a 
laflc,  as  regular  cuts  where  the  houfe  is  out  of  the 
queflion.  For  inftance,  thofe  from  the  temple  at 
Holkham,  which,  however,  command  exceedingly 
beautiful  obJcc^LS  :  1.  Wells  church.  2.  Holkham 
Staidi.  3.  'Ilie  lake  in  the  park,  which  is  fetn 
from  hence  through  fomc  Iprcading  trees,  in  a  moft 
pidarcfquc  manner  ;  a  planted  hill  ;  the  fea.  4. 
Honcle-crondalc. 

From  the  obelifk  to  the  hall  is  half  a  mile,  paf- 
fmg  down  a  lawn  to  a  fmall  piece  of  water  which 
communicates  with  the  great  canal,  you  arrive  at 
the  houfe,  which  is  fituatcd  on  a  gentle  elevation  ; 
at  the  bottom  of  which  on  the  north  weft  fide,  at 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  paces  dillance,  is  the 
lukc,  which  i^  of  great  extent,  and  beautiful.     The 

fliore 
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fliore  is  a  very  bold  one,  all  covered  with  wood  to  a 
great  height,  and  on  the  top  ftands  the  church. 
The  plantations  in  general  arc  fketchcd  \vith  more 
tafte  than  any  to  be  feen  :  in  the  number  of  acres 
many  exceed  them  ;  but  they  appear  to  various 
points  of  vievA',  infinitely  more  confiderable  than 
they  really  are.  At  the  north  entrance  into  the, 
park  they  fliovv  prodigioufly  grand  ;  vou  look  lull 
upon  the  houfe,  with  a  very  noble  back  ground  of 
wood,  the  obclifk  juil  above  the  center,  -with  an 
extent  of  plantation  on  each  fide  thai  renders  the 
view  really  magnificent.  Nothing  can  be  more 
beautiful  than  that  from  the  church  ;  the  houfe  ap- 
pears in  the  midfl  of  an  amphitlieatrc  of  wood, 
the  plantations  rilinfr  one  abo\*e  another.  Another 
point  of  view  which  \vc  wotild  recommend  to  a  tra- 
veller's notice,  is  the  vale  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
park.  The  north  plantation  flretches  away  to  the 
right,  with  vaft  magnilicence,  and  the  fouth  woods 
to  the  left,  and  joining  in  front,  which  is  an  extent 
of  plantation  that  has  a  noble  eflecl. 

The  lake,  which  is  one  thoufand  and  fiftv-fix 
yards  long,  and  contains  about  twenty  acres,  is 
nearly,  in  a  lineal  dire61ion,  fkirted  on  each  fide  witlj 
■wood,  and  has  in  it  one  beautiful  ifland.  The  fla- 
bles,  which  ftand  at  the  fouth  well  extremity  of  the 
lakb,  are  plain  and  neat,  but  commodious  and  well 
finiQied  within.  Near  to  thefe,  on  the  road  fide,  is 
the  dog  kennel,  where  a  compleat  pack  of  fox  hounds, 
&c.  are  kept  at  an  immenfe  expence.  The  inn,  of- 
fices, roads  and  hedges  for  a  confiderable  diflance, 
are  to  be  thrown  down,  and  the  grounds  taken  into 
the  park  ;  which  is  propofed  to  be  extended  to  all  the 
outward  plantations  aroun4  Hoikham. 
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1  he  foundation  for  an  elegant  inn  is  now  laid, 
and  a  part  of  the  moR  capital  pinery  and  hot-lioufc 
in  England  is  creeled  to  the  vveflward  of  the  (tables, 
near  which  the  ne\v  kitchen  garden  is  laid  out. 

In  a  printed  collec'^inn  of  cvirions  plants,  the  fa- 
lid  puff-balls  arc  laid  to  be  found  near  Holkham 
park. 

Paintings,  Statues,  and  Buds,  at  Holkham. 

Grand  apartment. 
Hall,    forty-fix  by  feventy,    and  forty-three   feet 
high,  finifliccl  with  fluted  alabailer  colunms,  of  the 
Ionic  order. 

Statitcs  in  the  niches  of  the  colonade. 

Antonius — Santa  Sufanna — Flora,  or  the  Emprefs 

Sabina Bacchus — Venus  de  Belle  Eelle- ;julia 

Mammea — Faun  with  the  Nacchare — Antique  Faun 

— Septimus  Scvcrus Ifis,  or  Pricflcfs   of  His — 

Apollo. 

Saloon. 

Twenty-eight  feet  by  forty,  and  thirty-two  feet 
high.  The  hangings  of  this  room  aic  of  crimfon 
faffoy,  the  column  chimney-pieces  are  Sicilian  mar- 
ble ;  and  over  the  center  door  is  a  large  marble 
buflo  of  Juno. 

Pictures  in  the  fa  loon. 

The  conunence  of  Scipio  Africanus.  Guifcppc 
Chiari. 

Over  the  chimney-piece,  Tarquin  and  Lucretia, 
Prccochinno. 

Over  the  other  chimney-piece,  Pcrfeus  delivering 
AnUiomcda.     Guifeppc  Cliiari, 

Cori&knu^ 
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Coiiolanus  in  the  camp  of  the  Volfci.  Pietro 
Cortona. 

Two  female  portraits  over  the  doors.  Carlo  Ma- 
rati. 

Over  the  other  fiJe  doors  are  two  half  lcns;th  li- 
gures.     Agojtino  SjUa. 

Drawing-room, 

Thirty  by  twenty-two,  and  twenty-two  feet  in 
height.  Statuary  marble  chimney-piece  :  two  mar- 
ble buftos  upon  the  cornice  of  the  chimney-piece  ; 
one  of  the  emperor  Caracalla,  the  other  of  Marcus 
Aurelius. 

Over  the  chimney  is  the  Madona  in  Gloria.  P. 
de  Pietri. 

Two  large  bird  pieces.      HendicooUr, 

A  large  landfcape,      Claud  Lorram. 

A  ftorra.      jXicolo  PoiiJJin, 

Portrait  of  the  duke  of  Aremberg  on  horfjbacl^. 
Vandyk. 

Jofeph  and  Potiphars  wife.      Carlo  Cigniani. 

Four  plaifter  calls  of  heads  over  the  doors,  Fan- 
llina,  Pythagoras,  Zeno,  and  Carneades. 

Above  them  are  four  landfcapcs.     HoriwuiL 

Vejlihulc  to  the  Jl.atut  gallery. 

An  o6lagon  of  twenty-one  feet  diameter,  and 
thirty-two  feet  high. 

Antique  marble  buftos,  viz.  Adrian— Julia  Mam- 
mea — Julia  of  Titus — Marcus  Aurelius — Galienus 
. — Geia. 

Statue  gallery. 

Including  its  two  large  end  niches,  is  in  length 
fixty  feet,  twenty-one  wide,  and  uvcnty-three  in 
height, 

Sial'iii 
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Sta'ue^  a>:d  BiJliS  in  the  gallery. 

Two  young  fawns — A  buft  of  the  elder  Brutus-— 

Seneca,  its  companion — A    ilatuc   of  Neptune . 

Ditto  of  the  God  Faunas — Ditto  of  Meleager. 

A  ftatue  of  the  Pythian  Apollo,  Hands  in  a  nich 
over  the  chimney  ;  a  head  of  Sybele  over  that. 

A  ftatue  of  Venus  in  thin  drapery. 

In  a  larger  nich  contiguous,  ftanJs  the  celebrated 
figure  of  Diana.    The  next  is  a  figure  of  a  Bacchus. 

A  bufto  of  Metrodorus. 

In  the  fmaller  niches,  the  flatues  of  Minerva  find 
Ceres. 

A  buft  of  Cornelius  Sylla. 

Two  tables  of  alabaftro  Peccorella. 

Statues  and  Bujfls  In  the  tribune  of  the  waller/. 

A  laree  ftatue  of  Lucius  Verus,  in  a  Confular  ha- 
bit. 

A  ftatue  of  Juno. 

Agrippina,  the  wife  of  Germanicus,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Geres. 

Over  the  doors  are  two  buftos  ;  one  of  the  elder 
tmprcfs  Fauftina,  the  other  of  the  emperor  Philip. 

'Ihc  wliolc  length  of  the  gallery,  including  th^ 
vcuibulc  and  tribune,  is  one  hundred  and  live  icet. 

Great  dining-room. 

A  fnuarc  of  tweniy-feven  feet,  exclufive  of  its 
jideboard  nich,  which  is  nine  feet  by  ten,  in  iliQ 
clear  of  die  opening. 

Two  chimney-pieces  of  a  funi.dr  dellgn,  compo- 
•*  fed  of  Sicilian  jalper  trufies,  and  ftatuary  marble. 
'Ihc  lideboard,  tabic,  frame  «ind  legs,  are  of  por- 
phyry ;    tiie   vAAc  ilub   of  Egvptian  green  marble ; 

bcucatU 
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beneath  a  large  baibn  of  mount  Edgcumbc  red  gra- 


iiite 


Two  buflos  ;  one  of  Gcta,  the  other  of  Marcus 
Aurclius ;  two  large  heads  above  the  chimney-pieces. 

Stc7{c  hed-chamher  apartment. 

The  firfl  room  from  the  faloon  io  the  flate  anti- 
chamber. 

A  Lirge  picture  ;  the  Right  of  the  Virgin  and  Jo" 
feph  into  Egypt.      Rubens. 

A  naked  Venus.     Titian. 

A  landlcape.     Kicolo  Poiijfm. 

Over  the  chimney,  the  reconciliation  between 
Jacob  and  Efau.     Pictro  ,Corto7ia. 

Lot  and  his  two  daugjiiers.     Dominidiino, 

A  landfcape.     jXicolo  Foujfin. 

Jofeph  and  his  rniilrels.      Gmdo. 

Over  the  four  doors,  portraits  of  fir  Lionel  Tal- 
marfli,  and  the  poet  Waller.     Sir  Peter  Lely. 

A  pope.      Pomeranico . 

A  Venedan  lady.     Titian. 

Two  marble  buftos  ;  one  is  of  the  veflal  Virgin, 
the  other  of  the  younger  emprefs  Fauflina. 

State  drcffing-room.     A  cube  of  twenty-one  feet. 

A  landfcape  o\'er  die  chimney.      Claud  Lorrain. 

Above,  St.  John  the  Baptift  preaching.  Luca 
Giordano. 

On  each  fide  of  it  is  a  landfcape.     Horiionte, 

Below  them,  two.      Gafper  Ponjfin. 

A  landfcape,  Abraham  preparing  to  facrifice  his 
fon  Ifaac,  rather  in  a  dark  llile.      Dominicliino. 

A  rock,  very  fine.      Salvator  Rofa. 

The  pendents  that  hang  on  each  fide.      Lucatclli. 

A  landfcape,  St.  John  baptiling  our  Sa\'iour,  i% 
^glo^refe. 

A  landfcape, 
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A  landfcape,  its  companion.      Gafper  Poujfin. 

A  landlcapc,  figures  and  cattle.      Claude  Lonain. 

Above  it,  one.      Claude. 

The  pendents  ;  one  a  fea  piece,  the  other  a  land- 
fcape.     Vernet. 

The  pair  of  landfcapes  below  the  above.  Claude 
Lorrain. 

The  pendents  below  two  pictures,     ditto. 

Stale  kd-chamber.     Twenty  by  thirty,  and  fcventeen 
feet  high. 

Tapeflry  hangings  ;  Europe,  Africa,  Afia,  and 
A.merica. 

The  four  feafons  over  the  doors.      X^fcardli. 

A  flowered  Genoa  velvet  bed  of  three  colours. 

Over  the  chimney,  Jupiter  carcffuig  Juno.  Gavin 
Hamilton. 

Medallion  of  Julius, Co! far. 

Stale  bed-chamber  clojet. 

Polvphcmus  and  Galatea.      Aunihal  Carncci. 

Piece  of  macaws  and  parrots.   Rubem  and  Snjders, 

Two  flower  pieces  over  doors.  Fil.  Lauri  and  M» 
Angela. 

A  fmall  Holv  Family.     Albann. 

'I'wo  altar  pieces.     Sthajiiait  Conca. 

The  portrait  of  a  woman.     Leonardo  da  Vinci. 

A  fmall  portrait,  in  water  colours,  of  lord  chief 
juflice  Coke.      Corndius  Janjcns. 

Four  landfcapes  in  water  colours,  viz. — A  copy 
of  his   majelly's  C.  Lorrain. — Ditto   of  a  landfcape 

irom  N,  PouHin.      Goup). Ditto   of  a  landfcape 

from  Rubens.   Ditto. — Ditto  from  N.  Poufl^m.   Ditto. 

A  view  ol"  Vignolas  palace  at  Caprarola.  G. 
Cecil  iali, 

A  v'icrt 
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A  view  of  Rome  from  the  banks  of  the  Tiber. 
Biito. 

l^he  marriage  of  Pfyche.     Ignatius, 

Continence  of  Scipio. 

Two  landfcapes.     Fillipo  Lauri. 

A  faint  bellowing  the  bencdidion.      Carlo  Maratt. 

Bringing  the  fick  to  a  faint  preaching.  Andrea 
Mantcgjia. 

Sketch  of  the  falutation.      C.  Maratt. 

Two  landfcapes  in  bifier.     Claude  Lor  rain. 

A  waterfall.     G.  Pou[[in. 

Nativity  of  the  Virgin.     Di  Rojfo. 

A  battle  piece.     Borgognone. 

Nativity  of  the  Virgin.     Frcdcrico  Barocci, 

Landfcape.     Salvator  Roja. 

Sketch  of  two  figures.      P.  Caravagio. 

Sketch  for  an  altar  piece.      Ciro  Ferrl, 

A  naked  woman.      Guifeppe  d'Arpino. 

Clojet  to  Jiate  hed-ihamber. 

The  Madona  and  young  Chrift.      Raphaet. 

A  large  landfcape.     Bartolomeo. 

Two  pcrfpe61ive  views  :  the  Doge's  palace ;  the 
Procuratias  Nuova,  the  Mint,  the  Jcfuits  college, 
^nd  the  church  of  the  Salute.     Gajparo  Occhiali. 

Over  againlf  it,  the  bridge  and  caflle  of  St.  An- 
gelo.     Ditto. 

Cincinnatus  at  the  plough.     Euigi  Garrj. 

Front  view  of  St.  Peter  s  church.      Occhiali. 

A  view  of  the  colloffium,  and  arch  of  Conflan- 
tine.      G.  Occhiali. 

Judith,  with  the  head  of  Holofernes.  Carlo  Ma^ 
rati. 

A  view  of  the  rialto  at  Venice.     Canaklti. 

Palace  Cornaro.     Ditto. 

A  portrait  of  Ruben's  daughter.     Rubens. 

jYortk 
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Korth  Jialt  hd-chamha.     A  cube  of  twenty-one  feet 
diameicr,  hung  with  tapeflry. 

ISIofaic  tabic  flab. 

1  he  chnnncv-piece.      Tior  de.  Pafica. 

Over  the  chimncv,  a  piflure  of  a  mufician.   Moh, 

Under  it  are  two  Imall  paintings  of  fowls  and 
£[h.      Dulcet. 

A  whole  lengdi  portrait  of  the  earl  of  Lciccfler, 
in  the  robes  of  the  order  of  the  badi.     Richardjon, 

Drcjfing-room  to  the  north  Jlate  bed-chamber.     Twenty* 
feven  by  fevcntecn,  and  tvvenly  feet  high. 

A  whole  length  of  Mrs.  Newton,  the  earl's  grand* 
mother. 

Newraa  Pompilius  giving  laws  to  Rome.  Pro- 
caccini. 

A  Cupid.     Guido  Rem. 

Head  of  an  Evangelifl:.     Ditto. 

The  adoration  of  the  magi.      Cavalier  Calabrejc* 

The  Virgin  Mary  reading.      Carlo  Marait. 

Youth  and  old  age,  two  pieces.     Lanfranc. 

^Voman  in  a  cave.      Parme.giano. 

Mary  Magdalen  anointing  the  feet  of  Chrill.  P, 
Veronefe. 

Apollo  and  Daphne.      Carlo  Maratt. 

Chrift  fallen  under  the  Crofs.      Ciacomo  Baffano. 

The  Virgin,  young  Chrifl,  St.  John,  andjoieph* 
An  old  copy  ajicr  Raphael. 

Fruits  and  flowers,  a  fountain  and  macaw.  Hon-^ 
dicooler. 

T!ic  deluge.     Carlandrucci. 

A  hmdicape.     Annibal  Caracci. 

Small  landfcapc  and  figures,  a  lepofe.  Claudd 
Lorrain, 

St. 
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St.  George,  Santa  Saba,  and  the  dragon.     Studio. 
Full  length  of  lady  Leicefler,  and  her  fon,  lord 
Coke.      Richardfon. 

A  drajiery  figure  of  an  Ifis^ 

Chapel.     Shty-three  by  eighteen,  and  tvvcnty-fevea 
feet  high. 

The  ailumption  of  the  Virgin.     Guido  Rem, 

Santa  Cecilia,  and  St.  Anne.      Cyprinni. 

Abraham,  Hagar,  and  lihmacl.     Aiidrea  Saccl.i. 

The  Angel  appearing  to  Joleph  in  a  dream.  Lan- 
Jranc. 

Rebecca  at  the  well,  and  the  fervant  of  Jacob, 
B  Lull. 

Over  the  chimney-piece,  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and 
an  Angel.     Carlo  Maratt.    . 

Family  Whig. 

Anti-room,  eighteen  feet  fquare  by  fixteen,  die 
height  of  this  floor. 

On  the  chimney-piece,  of  purple  and  white  Car- 
rara marble,   Hands  the  Egyptian  God  Canopus. 

Two  heads  in  marble  ;  one  of  x\lexandcr,  the 
other  of  Homer. 

A  plaifter  caPt  of  Cupid  and  Pfyclie. 

Above  the  chimney  is  a  portrait  of  John  Coke, 
cfq. 

Over  the  door,  a  head  unknown. 

A  whole  length  of  the  duchefs  of  Richmond. 
K)ielkr. 

A  head  of  lady  Anne  Tufton,  countefs  of  Salif- 
bury. 

A  whole  length  of  lady  Anne  Walpoie.     Kneller. 

A  whole  length  of  lady  Dover.     Ditto. 

Oval  portrait  of  Mrs.  Coke,  mother  to  the  earl  of 
Leiceilcr. 

A  whole  length  of  Mrs.  Henninghara.     Kndkr. 

Drejfin^^ 
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Drejfing-room.     Twenty-four  feet  by  eighteen. 

A  whole  length  of  Edward  Coke,  efq,  father  tO 
the  earl  of  Leicefter.    .KnelUr. 

Mrs.  Carv  Newton,  mother  to  the  carl  of  Lei- 
cefter, whole  length.     Ditto. 

Oval  portrait  of  lord  CliHord  over  the  door. 

Above,  is  a  head  of  Mr.  Hcnningham. 

Underneath,  lady  Mary  Hennin'ham.  his  wife. 

Below,  Dorothy  Walpole,  lady  I'ownOiend.  J ar^ 
vis. 

Over  the  chimney  is  Catherine  Tufton,  lady 
Sondes.     Dahl. 

Anne  Tufton,  countefs  of  Salifbury.     Jarv'is. 

Head  of  Richard  Coke,   efq. 

Lady  Coke,  wife  of  lir  Robert  Coke. 

The  du chefs  of  Richmond. 

The  duke  of  Leeds,  and  lady  Caernarvon.  KncU 
lo\ 

Over  the  library  door,  the  countefs  of  Leiceflcr, 

Mrs.  Price.     Sir  PcUr  Lely. 

Library.     Fifty-four  feet  by  eighteen. 
Over  the  chimney,   a  fca  piece.     Grijfier. 

Mrs.  Cokes  drejfing-room.     Eighteen  feet  by  Twenty- 
four. 

Over  the  chimney,  lady  Catherine  and  Ann  Tuf- 
ton. 

Madona  and  St.  Francis.      Cavedone. 

An  ahar  piece.     Solimcnc. 

Two  landicapcs  over  the  fide  doors     Lucatelli, 

Head  of  Chrifl.     Frolerico  Borocci. 

Head  of  the  Virgin  Mary.      C.  Maratt. 

The  death  of  Lucretia.     Luca  Giordane. 

Over  the  door  a  ruoon-lighl  piece.     Vandermere. 

Two 
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Two  pieces  of  poppies  and  tliifties.  FtcnuJJi  Ma[~ 
Itr. 

Over  the  door  towards  the  Hbrary,  a  florm  at 
fea.  This  pi^lure,  and  the  four  Iniail  ones  in  the 
lower  tier,      Livio  Aleus. 

Bed-chamber.     Eighteen  feet  fquare. 

Over  the  chimnev,  a  view  of  the  palace  and 
place  of  St.  Mark,  at  Venice.      Canalietli. 

The  maid  of  the  inn.      Rofalba. 

Two  pieces  of  fowls  over  the  doors.      Imperiali. 

This  room  is  hung  with  tapeflry  executed  by 
Vanderbank. 

Mrs.  Coke's  dofet. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  large  coloured  drawing  of 
St.  Ignatius's  chapel.      Francefco  Bartoli. 

Two  papal  crowns  and  a  mitre.      Ditto. 

Four  circular  dra^vings  in  red  chalk.  Giacomo 
Frey. 

A  portrait  of  lord  Coke,  in  crayons.      Rujalba. 

Two  girls  heads.      Lutt. 

Two  views  in  water  colours.      G  Occlaah. 

Affumption  of  the  Madona,  an  agate.  Roienha-' 
mer. 

Two  drawings  framed  and  glazed.      Kent. 

Two  drawings  of  views  in  circles.      Occhiali. 

An  oblong  fea  view.      Ditto. 

Two  voung  heads.      Kent. 

A  drawing,  the  death  of  Cleopatra.      Ditto, 

A  drawing,  Auguftus  and  Cleopatra.     Ignatius. 

Two  views  of  Roman  buildings,  Trinita  de  Mon- 
ti, and  the  palace  Salviati. 

Over  the  book-cafes  are  two  fmall  portraits  in  oil 
colours,  of  lord  Leicefler's  father  and  mother. 

E  Above 
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Al.ove  the  altar-piece  is  a  fmall  painting  of  a 
Cupid  drawn  in  a  car.      Guido  Refii. 

A  miniature  head  of  St.  John,  upon  copper. 
Cardinal  Gualtero,  a  ditto,   upon  copper. 
A  head  of  Chrilt,  and  a  Dianas.      Ignatius. 

Miniatuj-es  in  a  rqfe  wood  caff,  painted  in  enamel. 

Earl  of  Leicefler,  lord  Coke,  Henry  Coke,  his 
Ion. 

A  Madona,  a  Leda. 

Portrait  of  the  duke  of  Leeds. 

Earl  of  Leicefler.      Rojalha. 

Princefs  Rorghefe,  in  a  vellal  habit.     Ignatius. 

Lady  Lanfdoune,  Mrs.  Roufe,  Mrs.  Henning- 
ham,  of  a  lady  unknown,  fir  Marmaduke  ^Vyvill, 
two  mens  heads  unknown. 

Strangers  Wing. 

In  the  corridor  leading  to  it  from  the  ftatue  gal- 
lerv,  is  a  buft  of  the  emperor  Saloninus. 
A  plaifler  caft  of  the  little  Apollo. 
A  ditto  of  the  Camillus. 
A  ditto  of" the  Venus  de  Medici. 
A  ditto  of  the  Mule  Urania. 

Anii-room. 

Over  the  chimney-piece  a  \vhole  length  portrait  of 
lord  Coke. 

Over  doors,  lord  Leicefler  s  father. 

Its  companion,  the  fame  when  a  lad. 

Facing  the  entrance,  Richard  Coke  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Roufe. 

On  the  window  fide,  is  a  ^vhole  Icncrth  of  Robert 
Coke. 

Lady  Ann  Coke  and  her  fon,  \vhQle  lengths.  Sir 
Godfrey  Knelltr, 

Oa 
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On  the  corridor  fide  arc  iwo  whole  Icng  hs,  the 
carl  and  coimtefs  of  Lciceftcr.      Cavalier  Cajali. 

Two  door  pieces,  die  carl  oi  LeiccRcr  and  his 
brodier. 

Edward,  when  voung;. 

Euilo  of  a  Roma. 

Drejfingroom. 

Above  the  chimney  is  a  whole  length  fitting  figure 
of  the  carl  of  LeiccUer,     Trevifam. 

Over  lide  doors,  colonel  Walpole,  and  lady  Ma- 
rv  Hcnningliara. 

Lord  chief  juflice  Coke  and  his  firfl  wife,  Mrs. 
Paflon.      Cavalier  Cajali. 

0\er  a  door,  archbiiliop  Laud. 
•     Over  the  center  door,   fir  Thomas  More. 

Henry  Coke,  of  Thorrington,  fifth  fon  of  lord 
chief  juftice  Coke,  and  Margaret  Lovelace,  his 
wife,      C.  Cajali. 

Bed-clmmher.     Hung  \vith  tapcflry,  from  defigns  of 
Wattcau. 

Over  the  chimney-piece,  a  portrait  of  the  firfl 
duke  of  Leeds.      Vandyk. 

Drejfing-room. 

A  landfcape   and  ruins,  figure  of  Time.      Gifolji. 

Deborah  and  Barak.      Smmene. 

A  fmall  view  of  Naples.      G.  Occhiali. 

Two  pieces  of  ruins.     Viviani. 

Over  the  center  door,  figures  and  ruins.  M.  A, 
Caravagio. 

Two  views  ;  one  of  Naples,  the  other  of  Nettu- 
no.      Occhiali. 

A  woman's  head,  copied  from  Guido  Reni.   Kent, 

Two  heads  of  Madonas  after  Raphael 

E  2  Over 
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Over  the  fide  door,  n\'mplis  bathing.      F.  Lauri. 
The  nativity  ol  St.  Ann.      Bacciaa  Gala. 
The   genius   of  the  Arts   fupporting  the   figure  of 
Time.      Sebnjliaji  Conca. 

Green  damajk  hed-chamher. 
Portrait  of  an  earl  of  Warwick.      Vandyk. 

Green  damajk  dr effing-room. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  portrait  of  the  princefs  of 
Orange,   mother  to  king  WiUiam.      Sir  Peter  Lei}'. 

Diana  and  her  nymphs.      Domhiichino. 

St.  Jerome  in  the  dcfart.     Titian. 

Galatea,   a  large  pidure.      Alhano. 

Landfcape  over  the  door.      Gajper  Pouffin. 

Figure  of  a  magician  mounted  up  in  the  air.  Tin- 
toret. 

Elyfian  fields.     Sebajiian  Canca. 

Blue  and  yellow  bed-chamber. 

A  number  of  Cupids  fleeping,  and  nymphs  of  Di- 
ana clipping  their  wings.      Alhano. 

Blue  [altin  drejffing-room. 

Above  the  center  door  is  an  original  cartoon  of 
Raphael,  the  Madona,  young  Chrill,  and  St.  John, 
in  cliiara  olcuro. 

Drawings  in  red  clialk.      Juno  Lanummna. 

A  man's  head  in  black  chalk.     C.  Mar  at  t. 

A  landfcape  in  red  chalk.     Dominichino. 

A  chiaro  ofcuro  painting  upon  board  ;  figures  of 
men,  fomc  bathing,  fome  drcfhng  in  a  hurry,  as  if 
alarmed  by  the  approach  ol  an  enemy.  M,  Angela 
Bnonarollt. 

Hannibal  pafl^ing  the  Alps  with  his  army,  in  red 
chalk,     r.  Coriofia. 

Academy 
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Acadsmy  fij^ure,  in  red  chalk.     Andrea  Sacchi. 

DitLo,  of  Dominichino. 

Ditto,  of  A?idrea  Sacchi. 

A  pe.ftilence,   in  biftcr.      TV".  PouJJj,n. 

Head  upon  blue  paper,  in  black  chalk.      Domini- 
chino. 

Over  the  chiinney-glafs,   a  fmall  academy  figure, 
drawn  with  the  pen.      Raphael. 

A  head  of  Madona,  black  chalk.     Francejco  Chi^ 
ari. 

Comporuion,  a  tomb   on  the   fore  ground.      Van 
Lint. 

A  head,  red  chalk,  upon  blue  paper.      C.  Maratt. 

Efculapius,  from  an  antique  flatue,  red  chalk. 

Middle  row,  the   firll  from   the  door,  the  Virgin 
cmbriicing  the  crofs,   in  black  chalk. 

Crucifixion  of  St.  Andrea,  red  and  white  chalk. 
C.  Fen  i. 

Chrili  carrying  the  crofs.      Liica  d'Olando. 

A  ftudy  from   a  fox,  with   the  pen.      Annibal  Ca- 
racci. 

A  battle  piece.     Monfu  Leander. 

Academy  figure,   in  red  chalk.      Bernini. 

A  woman  polfelTed,  figures  in  red   chalk.     School 
of  Raphael. 

Academy  figure,  in  black  and  white  chalk.      Lan-^ 
franco. 

Over  the  door,  Venus  and  Adonis,   in  red   chalk. 
Guercino. 

Flora's  head,  in  red  chalk.      C.  Maratt. 

Man's  head,  in  black   chalk.      Corregio. 

Wife  mens  offerings,  in  biftcr.      Pictro  Perugino. 

A  landfcape  and  figures,  with  the  pen.   C.  Lorrain. 

Soldiers  breaking  down  a  bridge,  in  bifter.      Par- 
7ncgiano. 

The  afcenfion,  in  black  chalk.      C.   Maratt. 
,  Madona  and   young  Chrift,  in  red  chalk.     Ditto 
E  5  A  drapery. 
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A  drapery  fieure,  a  young  man  fitting.      Correglo, 
A  Cluilt'wlih  the  crofs.      Guijeppe  dArpino. 

A  falutation.      C.  Maratt. 

An  emblematic;, fubjc£l,  in  red  chalk.      Lan franco. 

Our  Saviour  and  his  Apoftles.      School  of  Raphael. 

An  affumption   of  the  \'iigin,    in   bificr.      Cirro 
Fcrri. 

Battle  piece,  with  the  pen  and  India  ink.     Monju 
Leander. 

Drav.ing  of  Jofcph   and  his   brethren.     Pollidor 
Caravagio. 

Taking  doxvn  from  the  crofs.     Guerrvw. 

St.  Francis  healing  a  lame  man.      Andrea  Saahi. 

An  apolllc,  dra\vn  with  the  pen.     Titian. 

St.  Paul  preaching.      Carlo  Maratt. 

An  academy  Hgure,  pen  and  bii'ler.      Cjnercmo. 

Flight  into  Egypt,   pen   and  wafli.      Agci/lino  Ca^- 
racci. 

Cupid  and  Pfychc.   a  red  chalk  drawing. 

Two   Roman   ianus   healing  the  blind.      Giovavi 
JBonaii. 

St.  John    baptifmg  our   Saviour,    in   bifler.      C 
Maratt. 

Academy  figure,   red  chalk.     Andrea  Camajco. 

Cattle  and  countrymen.      Cajliglione. 

Portrait  of  a  woman,  in  red  chalk.      Titian. 

Marriage  of  Joieph  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  black 
chalk.     A.  Majucci. 

Sketch  of  a  female  faint,  in  red  chalk.   C.  Maratt, 

Bujlos  and  Jlatiics  in  the  veflihulc  under  the  portico,  now 
lifed  as  a  billiard- room. 

A  medallion,  in  marble,  of  Carncades. 
I  '.  (ius,  the  Athenian  orator. 

Ij'.ito. Cicero. Seneca. 

A  large  figure  of  Jupiter, 
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Two  cinerary  urns,  In  the  form  of  altars. 

Six  plaifter  calls  in  niches,  viz.— Apollo  of  the 
Beh'idere — Meleagcr  of  Pichini. — Ganymede  of  the 
Villa  Medici. — Ptolemy. — Venus  di  Belle  Feffe.— 
Dancing  Fawn. 

Twolargc  fideboard  flabs  of  Mount  Edgecumbe, 
red  granite. 

In  tilt  porter  s  hall,  or  guard-room. 

Bud  in  plaifter,   earl  of  Leiceller.      Rouhiliac. 
Bull  of  the  emprefs  Salonina. 
Bufl  of  Lucius  Lentulus. 
Confular  bufl  and  pedeflal. 

Audit-room/''     Twenty-one  feet   by  fortv-eight. 
Above  the  chimney-piece,   medallion  of  a  Fawn. 

Biijtos  in  the  portico  of  the  Jlewards  lodge. 

Mecasnas. 

A  caft  of  the  emperor  Titus,  in  modern  bronze. 
Within  ;    plaifter   buft  of   the   earl   of  Leiceiter. 
Roubiliae. 

Seat  upofi  the  mount. 

A  fmall  antique  figure  of  the  river  Nile,  in  white 
marble. 

A  coro  marino  antique  ;  confiding  of  many  fi- 
gures, fea  nymphs,  centaurs,  and  cupids,  in  alto  re- 
Hevo. 

In  the  green-houje. 

A  plalfler  caft,  taken  from  an  original  mould  of 
tlie  lion  in  the  Villa  Medici,  afcribed  to  Flammius 
Vacca. 

E  4  In 

*  This  room  is  fometimes  ufed  as  a  dining-room. 
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///   iJie  orangery. 

A  fine  antique  Corinihian  capital,  in  white  mar- 
ble ;   alfo  two  antique  marble  bafcs  of  columns. 

In  the  court  between  the  kitchen  and  chapel  wings. 

A  large  fluted  antique  Sarcophagus,  without  its 
cover  ;  the  body  or"  it  is  quite  entire,  and  in  good 
prclervation. 

In  the  temple. 

The  litde  Apollo  of  Medici,  \'cnus  of  Medici, 
dancing  Fawn  of  ditto,  Ptolemy  of  ditto,  all  plaifter 
calls  from  the  antique. 

The  chmcli  ftands  on  a  hill  north  of  the  town, 
one  mile  from  the  fea,  and  is  a  noted  fea-mark, 
commanding  an  extenfive  profpecl  on  the  Britifli 
ocean  :  the  hill  feems  to  have  been  thrown  up  in 
the  Saxon  age,  and  Danifh  invafions,  and  to  have 
ferved  as  a  jpecidura  or  exploratory  loit ;  and  there  is 
another  hill  a  little  fouth  of  it,  called  Moe  Hill, 
where  feveral  human  bones,  and  pieces  of  iron  ar- 
mour have  been  found  in  digging,  and  was  proba- 
bly a  large  tunmlus ;  and  aftervvaids  the  place  ^vhcre 
the  hundred  court  was  held. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Withburga,  and 
has  a  nave,  north  and  fouth  ille,  with  a  chancel,  all 
covered  with  lead.  At  the  fouth  weft  corner  of  the 
fouth  ifle  ftands  a  ftrong  four-fquare  tower,  embat- 
tled, with  four  bells  ;  the  \o\\ti  part  fcrves  as  a 
porch  to  the  church  :  the  north  and  fouth  ifles  ex- 
tend on  each  fide  of  die  chancel,  and  fcrve  as  but- 
trcffes  againft  ftorms  from  the  fea.  'Ihe  caft  end  of 
both  thclc  ilhjs  were  chapels,  and  are  inglofed. 

In 
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In  the  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide,  againft  the  caH. 
wall,  is  a  large  marble  monument : 

To  the  reviving  memory  of  William  Wheatehy.  Efq; 
and  Martha  Skinner  his  luije;  and  Anthony  Wheateley, 
Efq;  and  Anne  Arrniger  his  toife ;  and  alfo  of  Muriel 
Coke,  late  loife  of  John  Coke,  of  Holkhaju  in  the  county 
of  .Vorfolk,  Ejq;  the  fourth  fon  of  the  Right  Honour^ 
able  Sir  Edward  Coke. 

On  this  monument  are  fmall  portraitures  of  the 
abovernentioncd  perfons,  and  on  the  balls  are  feve- 
ral  children  kneeling. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall,  over  an  altar  tomb,  is  a 
mural  monument; 

To  the  pious  rnemory  of  Miks  Armiger,  genf.  (he  fon 
of    VJiltiam   Armiger,    deceafed,    late  of  North    Creak 
Efq;   which   Miles   died  a  Bachelor,  May    10,    1639, 
aged  64  years. 

In  the  chancel  a  grave-Rone  In  memory  of  John 
Coke,  Efq;  ^th  fon  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  'be.  who 
married  Murial,  daughter  of  Anthony  Wheatley,  of  Hill 
Hall  in  Holkham. 

One  In  memory  of  Muriel  Legard,  daughter  of 
Charles  Legard,  Efq;  of  Anlady  in  Torkfiire,  and  The- 
ophila  his  ivife,  ^tk  daughter  of  John  Coke,  Efq ; 

Another  for  Frances,  wfe  of  Ralph  Caldwell,  Efq. 
of  Hilborow,  daughter  of  Francis  Nevil,  Efq.  of  llor- 
ton  in  Xorkfure,  who  died  Kovemher  4,  1747,  aged  40. 

In  the  middle  ifle  on  a  flone — Orate  p.  a'la.  Robi. 

Dcikyng,  qui  obiit 1458. 

The 
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The  church  had  anticntly  two  medlcties,  one  be- 
longing to  the  king's  manor,  the  other  to  that  of 
Tovi,  which  coming  to  the  crown,  the  patronage 
of  both  reded  there,  till  granted  \vi:h  thofe  lord- 
iiiips  from  the  crown. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Willian  Langtoil  ^v•as  prefentcd  to 
this  vicarage  by  the  late  Wenman  Coke,  cfq.  mem* 
ber  of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,    1775. 

HOUGHTON,  called  Houghton  in  the  Hole,  in 
the  dale,  near  Walfmgham,  by  the  hills,  and  in  old 
writings  Hafton,  from  its  fcire  by  the  hills  ;  was  a 
beruite  to  the  king's  manor  of  Wighton,  in  king 
]idv.ard"s  lime,   and  remained  lo  at  the  furvey. 

The  family  of  de  Vallibns  or  Vaux,  were  early 
ei  feoffed  of  this  lordiLip,  and  was  held  in  the  leign 
of  Henry  II.  and  king  Stephen,  by  Robert  de  Vaux; 
and  fir  Oliver  de  Vaux  was  lord  of  Ha6lon  in  the 
jcign  of  Henry  III.  held  m  capiu  to  the  king,  as 
lord  of  the  hundred. 

Sir  John  dc  \'aux  dying  in  the  1 6th  of  Edward 
I.  it  came  to  his  two  daughters  and  co-heirs,  Petro- 
nilla,  and  Maud,  >vho  held  it  by  the  payment  of 
twenty  {hillings  to  the  hundred,  and  a  cjuarter  of 
wheat  per  ann.  and  had  the  lete,  a  gallows,  and 
odier  royal  libciiies. 

Narford's  M,\NOR.  Petronilla  married  fir  W'il- 
liam  de  Narford,  and  held  a  moiety  of  it  in  hex 
lidit,  and  in  this  Aimily  it  continued  till  ilTue  male 
failing,  on  the  death  of  iiv  John  de  Narford,  in  the 
5)Sih  of  Edward  III.  it  defcendcd  to  his  only  daugh- 
ur,    Margery,    who   died  poffcifcd  of   it  in   1417, 

leaving 
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leaving  it,   as  we  fuppofe,  to  the  lord  Cobham,  and 
fo  palled  as  in  Narloid  manor,  in  Holt. 

After  this  William  Lexham  was  lord,  in  the  51  ft 
of  Henry  VI.  and  one  of  the  lame  name  left  it  in 
the  J  5di  of  Henry  VII.  to  his  four  daughters  and 
co-hens. 

Ross's  Manor.  Maud  youngeft  daughter  and 
co-heir  of  fir  John  de  Vaux,  had  alio  a  moiety, 
which  by  her  marriage  came  to  V/illiam  lord  Rofs, 
of  Hamlake,  in  which  farailv  it  continued,  and 
came,  after  the  attainder  of  Thomas  lord  Rofs,  to 
his  cldcfl:  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  fir  Ro- 
bert Manners,  whofe  fon,  George  lord  Rofs,  inherited 
it,  and  was  fold  by  Henry  eail  of  Rutland,  his  de- 
scendant. 

In  1551,  Mardn  Haftings,  gent,  prcfented  to  the 
vicarage,  but  whether  he  was  lord  does  not  appear. 

Giles  Symonds,  of  Hiidolvefton,  gent,  was  lord 
of  the  town  in  the  year  1571  ;  and  Henry  Sidney, 
efq.  was  lord  in  the  4 2d  of  Elizabeth. 

In  1720,  colonel  Lee  poffelTed  it,  and  his  fon 
Henry  Lee  Warner,  efq.  died  lord,  and  his  fon 
Henry  Lee  Warner,  efq.  of  Waifmgham,  inherits  it. 

The  church  of  Houghton,  dedicated  to  St.  Giles, 
was  a  reftcry  ;  on  its  appropriation  to  the  priory  of 
Hoifliam  St.  Faith's,  a  vicarage  was  fettled.  It  is  a 
fingle  building  and  of  the  lame  height  \vith  the 
chancel,  covered  with  lead  j  and  has  a  tower  with 
three  bells. 


In 


62  HUNDREDOF 

In   the  chancel,   on    the   north    fide,  on  a   mural 
marble  monument  adorned  with  arms,  Sjc. 

Memoyi(v  Sacrum 
Vix'it  Iioc  miinnor 
Gnlidmi  Fenn,  Gaieroji. 
Deo        1 
tt  \  objequcntijjlmi  filij, 

Usori  Juce  amanii/fimi  mariti, 
Liberis  ^ 

et  I  indulgcntijfimi  patris, 

Pauperibus.  ) 
Qui  calo  malurus  fuum  mortale  exuit 

^t°.  die  Januarij  Afi.  Dni.  1702  ala!.  50. 

In  ihe  chuich  and  chancel  there  are  feveral  other 
Hones  with  infcriptions  relative  to  the  Fenns.  In 
the  chancel  are  buried  likcuife  under  a  marble  flojae, 
Icveral  of  the  name  of  Swallow. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Hemington  was  prcfented  to 
this  vicarage  by  the  late  Fl.  Lee  Warner,  cfq.  1742. 

OUARLES.  In  the  book  of  Doomfday  it  is 
tvTOtc  Guervelei,  and  was  then  held  by  Turflin,  of 
Roger  Bigot,  and  was  a  beruite  belonging  to  the 
manor  of  North  Creak. 

The  king's  manor  alfo  of  Wighton  extended  into 
this  townfliip. 

Turfiin  abovementioncd  v\as  enfeoffed  by  Roger 
Bi^iot,  of  Nonh  Creak  manor,  with  this.  He  was 
anccflor  of  the  family  of  de  Creak,  and  in  the  be- 
ginning ot  Henry  IIL's  reign,  the  tenant  of  Robert; 
Jon  of  Ralph  Quarks,  held  one  half  fee  of  the  Creaks. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  tie  Thorpe  was  lord  in  the  ^f^th  of  Ed- 
\vard  I.  and  in  die  4tli  of  Edward  III.  Edmund  de 
Bacondiorpe  held  it  of  Robert  de  Thorpe. 

Sir  Stephen  de  Hales  aliened  this  manor,  with 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land,  Sec.  in 
Holkham  and  Burnham,  with  the  rent  of  ten  marks, 
to  Creak  abbey.  At  the  difTolution  of  that  abbey, 
it  was  granted  with  it,  the  2  2d  of  Henry  VIE  to 
Margaret  countefs  of  Richmond,  the  king's  mother, 
and  on  her  founding  of  Chrift  college,  in  Cam- 
bridge, was  fettled  by  her  on  that  lociety,  and  is 
held  of  that  college,  by  leafc,  at  this  day.  Here  is 
now  a  farm,  or  manor-houfe,  only  remaining. 

The  church  has  been  demoliflied  many  years,  and 
was  in  ruins  in  1371. 

It  was  antiently  a  recHory,  and  the  vicarage,  after 
its  appropriation  to  Cnak  abbey,  in  the  patronage 
of  diat  convent. 

After  Richard  Walfingham,  in  1393,  we  find  no 
inllitudon  to  this  vicarage. 

Thomas  William  Coke,  efq.  of  Holkham,  is  the 
prefent  proprietor  ;  and  a  part  of  his  plantations, 
and  the  triumphal  arch  built  by  lord  Leiceiter,  is  on 
this  manor  and  parifh  of  Quarles. 

SNORING,  MAGNA.  William  the  Conqueror 
took  poireHion  of  this  lordfliip  :  Godric  took  care  of 
it  for  the  kin&',  and  was  fieward  of  it.  Thursford 
was  a  beruite  to  it,  and  was  meafured  together  with 
it.  It  ftands  by  a  little  ftream  or  rivulet,  called 
probably   in  the  Saxon  age,  the   Nar  or  Snar, '"  as 

little 
*  Parkin. 
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Jitilc  S'.niing.   in  Gallow  hundred,  docs  on   anoihcr, 
both  ^vhich  flrcams  arc  foon  after  united. 

How  long  this  lordHn'p  continued  in  the  crou-n, 
docs  not  appear  ;  that  it  was  in  die  family  of  de 
BurgoHon,  wc  find  by  a  pleading  in  the  41  It  of 
Hcnrv  IJl. 

Sir  Robert  Burc;olion  was  lord  in  the  i^th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  and  dying  then  pofleffed  of  a  moictv  of 
this  lordfhip,  Sarah  his  mother  held  the  other  moie- 
tv  as  part  of  her  doAver  ;  and  Hugh  ^vas  his  fon  and 
heir,  aged  twelve  years.  And  in  the  following  year, 
on  the  death  of  Sarah  his  grandmother,  he  had  the 
\vhole  manor. 

In  1322,  the  lady  Joan  de  BurgoHon  prcfented  to 
the  re^lory  of  this  church.  Sir  Ralph  Shelton,  of 
Shelton  in  Norfolk,  was  his  coufin  and  heir,  and 
prefented  to  this  church  as  lord,  in  1353,  was  at 
the  battle  of  Creffy,  Sec.  and  buried  in  the  church 
of  Shelton,  in  1375.  In  the  family  of  Shelton  it 
remained  till  fir  Ralph  fold  this  lordfliip,  with  that 
of  Thursford,  about  the  year  1611,  to  Thomas  Ri- 
chardfon,  efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  afterwards  lord  chief 
juflice  of  the  King's  Bench. 

This  fale  gave  rife  to  a  joke  or  pun,  that  is  faid 
10  be  made  by  fir  Ralph,  which  was,  "  That  he 
could  Ilcep  widiout  S/wii/ig."' 

Sir  Thomas  Richardfon,  fon  of  the  lord  chief 
juflice,  enjoyed  it. 

^'1  '^95' J<^'i"  Ward,  gent,  of  Hindringham,  was 
lord,  wlio  gave  it,  with  Thursford-Shclton's,  to  Mr. 
IS'an,  of  Thorpland,  who  held  it  in  1713. 

The 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
is  a  Redory, 

The  lord  Richard  Ton  fold  the  advowTon  to  Sa- 
muel Verdon,  gent,  who  gave  it  to  his  half  brother, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Verdon,  fellow  of  St.  John's  col- 
lege, and  reclor  of  this  church,  who  fold  it  to  the 
laid  fociety,  and  there  is  a  manor  belonging  to  the 
iccHory. 

The   church   has  a   nave,  with  a  fouth  ifle,  and 

chancel   covered  with  lead  ;    at  the   weft   end  is  a 

Icjuare   tower,  with   a  fpire,  covered  with  lead,  and 
one  bell,  with  a  faint's  bell,  and  a  clock. 

In  the  chancel,  north  of  the  communion  table, 
lies  a  grey  marble,  with  the  portraitures  of  a  knight 
iuid  his  ladv  in  brafs,  and  in  his  coat  armour  ;  at 
his  feet,  a  lion  couchant,  at  her's  a  dog  ;  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  ftone  the  arms  of  Shclton,  azure, 
a  crofs,  or,  impaling  Burgqlion,  quarterly,  or,  and 
gules,  in  the  fccond  and  third  quarter,  three  annu- 
lets, argent ;  alfo  Shclton  impaling — argent,  a  crofs 
moline,  gules,  Uvcdalc,  over  all  a  bend,  iable  ;  at 
their  feet,  Burgolion,  impaling  per  pale,  or,  and 
gules,  a  lion  pafiant,  argent,  Piaiz  ;  Burgolion  and 
Shclton. 

The  legend  round  the  verge — Orate  p.  arab;  Pia~ 
dnlji  Shelkni,  militis,  et  Domine  Alicie  uxoris  ejus,  fdk 
TItume  dc  Uvcdal,  mililis,  qui  quidem  Radulfus,  obi, 
XXV  die  Apr.  Ao.  m.  ccc.  xxiii. 

Here  alio  was  an  altar  tomb,  with  a  marble  ftone 
thereon,  and  the  portraitures  of  fir  John  Hevening- 
ham  and  his  lady,  Ahcc  daughter  of  fir  Ralph  SheU 

toa  ; 
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ton  ;   under  him  were  three  fons,  and  under  her  two 
daughters,  all  which  are  reved  and  obhtaated. 

Ao-ainft  the  fcnith  wall,  a  mural  monument  orna- 
mented with  books,  lamps,  fefloons,  arms.  Sec. — 
Hicjacet  fcjndtus  Edwardus  Ftnn  de  Houghton,  ecclrficc 
Chrijii  pytjbiter,  ct  aliquot  annis  hujujcc  curaius,  bc^ 
Oht.  21  ich.  1710,   a:tat.  33. 

In  a  fouth  window  of  the  chancel,  were  Kerdef- 
tons  arms,  imjialing  Burgolion,  Shclton  impaling 
Barret. 

In  many  windows  about  the  church  were  the 
arms  of  fir  Ralph  Shclton,  impaling  Uvedale,  who 
were  probably  the  builders  of,  or  benefadors  to  the 
prefent  church,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI, 

In  the  window  was  alfo  the  effigies  of  fir  Thomas 
Erpingham,  in  armour,  with  his  arms  and  crefl,  a 
plume  of  oftrich's  feathers,  argent,  iiluing  out  of  a 
coronet,  gules,  with  his  motto,  Fmche,  or  Pinke; 
and  in  die  fteeple  window,  thofe  of  Elmham,  Cal- 
thor])e,   Uvedale,   See. 

In  this  town  there  Avas  alfo  a  little  lordfhip  called 
Snoring's,  held  by  a  family  of  that  name. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Stephens  \^  as  prefented  to 
this  redory,  with  Thursford,  (confolidated  Novem- 
ber 1748)  by  the  mafler  and  fellows  of  St.  Johns 
college,  Cambridge,    1775. 

STIFKEY,  vulgarly  called  STUKEY.  The  prin- 
cipal lordfhip  of  tliis  town  was  granted  to  Rainald 
fon  of  Ivo,  a  Norman. 

TuRTEviLt's 


I 


NORTH    G  R  E  E  N  H  O  E.  67 

TTuRTEviLEs  and  Irmingland's  Manors  were 
Iield  of  die  earls  of  Clare,  to  vvliicli  familv  die  lands 
oi  Rainoid  defccnded. 

A  family  who  arfumed  tlicir  name  from  diis  vil- 
lage was  early  enfeoflcd  thereof.  Jeffrey  and  Hugh 
de  Stifkey  lived  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  and  in 
the  4ih  year  of  Henry  III.  a  fine  was  levied  between 
Philip  de  Stifkey,   &c. 

In  the  2d  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  1  uh  of  that 
king,  Wiiliara  de  Hevingham,  and  John  de  Turtc- 
vile,  agreed  to  divide  this  eftate,  and  to  prcfent  al- 
ternately to  the  redory  of  the  church  of  St.  John 
Baptili  m  this  town. 

Ralph  de  Irmlnglaiid  prefented  to  the  fame  church, 
as  lord,  in  1327. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV,  Thomas  Turtevile  and 
William  Irmingland  were  lords. 

Three  daughters  of  Richard  Irmingland,  efq. 
conveyed  their  right  to  John  Winter,   efq. 

The  other  moiety,  called  Turtevile's,  was  in  fir 
William  Yelverton  in  143^,  and  loon  after  i,t  came 
to  John  Winter,  efcp  of  Barningham,  who  prefentei 
to  the  church  of  St.  John,    1491. 

In  the  2Sth  of  Henry  VIII  John  Winter,  gent. 
conveyed  it  to  fir  William  Fermour,  of  Eafl  Baf- 
ham,  knt.  and  Thomas  Fermour,  efq.  by  inden- 
ture, Nov.  4,  in  the  12th  of  Elizabeth,  paifed  it  to 
Thomas  Andrews  and  his  heirs,  together  with  the 
lordfliips  of  Stifkey,  Curlew,  Eaft-Hall,  kc.  in  this 
town,  with  the  advow'fons  of  the  ciiurches  ;  from 
F  whom 
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whom  it  Avas  conveyed  to  fir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord- 
keeper  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  gave  it 
to  his  fon,  f-r  Nathaniel  Bacon,  knight  of  the  bath, 
bv  whofc  dauehtcr  and  co-heir,  Ann,  (married  to  fir 
John  lownfliend,  knt.  of  Rainham)  it  came  into 
the  family  and  fq  continues ;  the  Right  Hon.  George 
lord  vifcount  Townfliend  being  the  prefcnt  lord  and 
patron. 

Curlew's  Manor.  Richard  Curlew  was  found 
to  hold  half  a  fee  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefler,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IIL  Thomas  de  Curlew  con^•cyed 
it  in  the  7  th  of  Edward  I.  to  William  de  Turtcvile  ; 
and  Robert  fon  of  the  faid  William,  poffeffcd  it  in 
the  13th  of  Edward  II.  and  fo  became  united  to  the 
manor  of  Turte\  ile. 

East-Hall.  Jcflrey  Eft  was  found,  in  the  Stli 
of  Edward  IL  at  his  death,  to  have  half  a  fee  in 
this  town,  Wells  and  Warham  ;  and  John  Eft  was 
lord  of  it  in  the  4th  of  Henry  IV.  after  which  it 
was  united  to  Turtevile's  manor. 

Stifkey-Hall.  William  the  Conqueror  was 
lord  of  this  manor.  And  there  was  a  little  lordfliip 
belonsiins;  to  this  manor  that  extended  into  Wells. 

Part  of  Stifkey  was  alfo  a  beruitc  to  the  king's 
manor  of  Aylfham. 

All  this  was  managed  for  the  king,  by  earl  God- 
win, who  was  his  fteward.  The  king  had  alfo  in 
his  own  hands  half  a  carucate  of  land  here,  be- 
longing to  his  manor  of  Wighton. 

All  thcfc  polleinons  abovemcntioned  remained 
fome  time  in  (he  crown  :  the  firft  that  we  find  in 
poffcffion  of  them;   and  held  them  in  capite,   was 

William 
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William  dc  Wcndevale,  a  Norman,  wliofe  brother, 
Robert,  dying  /.  p.  diey  cCcheated  to  the  crown, 
and  were  granted  to  the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Sec. 

Stifkfv  Manor,  The  hall,  or  manor-houfe  (now 
ruinous  and  occupied  by  the  tenant  of  the  farm)  is 
the  flately  remains  of  a  large  and  noble  flruclure, 
built  by  iir  Nicholas  Bacon,  knt.  lord  keeper  in  the 
reign  of  cjueen  Elizabeth  ;  whofe  arms,  and  date, 
1604,  are  on  the  gate-way.  The  houfe  is  fituated 
in  the  bottom  of  a  deep  and  gloomy  vale,  furround- 
ed  with  high  and  fleep  hills  :  a  flow,  meandering 
flream  running  clofe  by  its  fouth  front  ;  environed 
with  a  few  tall  trees,  which  adds  not  a  little  to  the 
melancholy  appearance  of  the  whole. 

The  weft  front,  with  two  embrafared  towers,  is 
more  uniform  than  mod  houfes,  of  tlie  fame  age. 
The  gate-way  introduced  you  to  a  fpacious  area,  of 
which  the  main  building  formed  the  weft  and  north, 
and  the  gardens  and  offices,  with  high  walls,  the 
caft  fide. 

The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift, 
fiands  on  the  higher  ground,  a  little  north  of  the 
hall,  as  does  the  parfonage,  a  neat  and  conunodious 
dwelhng,  now  occupied  by  the  re^lor.  The  prcfent 
lord  vifcount  Townftiend  refided  here  fome  time, 
after  his  return  from  Ireland,  where  he  had  prefided 
as  lord  lieutenant  with  the  greateft  reputation  and 
dignity  for  many  years. 

The  other  church,  now  dilapidated,  was  dedica- 
ted to  St.  Mary. 

William  de  Valentia,  half  brother  to  Henry  III, 

and  earl  of  Pembroke,  had  a  grant  of  this  united 

,F  2  manor. 
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manor,  belonging  to  the  crown,   in  the   3 2d   of  the 
fairl  king  ;    a 
in  this  town. 


fairl  king  ;    and  the  advowfon  of  St.  Marys  church 


Adomare  de  Valentia,  earl  of  Pembroke,  his  fon, 
inherited  it,  on  whofe  death,  in  1323,  it  defccnded 
to  David  de  Strathbolgi,  earl  of  Athol  in  Scotland, 
in  right  of  his  wife;  on  whole  death,  in  the  20th  of 
Edward  II.  it  came  to  his  fon  David,  who  being  a 
rebel,  and  in  the  Scots  army,  Edwaid  III.  granted 
it  April  4,  in  his  gth  year,  to  iir  Walter  Manny, 
knt.  who  prefented  as  lord  to  the  church  of  St.  Ma- 
ry, in  1349  and  1352.  He  held  it  till  David,  the 
third  earl  of  Athol,  was  of  age,  who  dying  pofTencd 
of  it,  and  of  Holkham,  in  the  4gth  of  Edward  III. 
left  iffue  two  daughters  and  co-heirs  ;  the  voungcr, 
Fhilippa,  married  fir  Ralph  Percy,  and  had  this 
lordfliip,  and  that  of  Weft  Lexham  ;  fhe  furviving 
Iir  Ralph,  rc-niarried  fir  John  HalHiam,  of  Kent, 
lord  in  her  rifiht  in  the  12th  of  Richard  II. 


'D' 


John  HalHiam  prefented  as  lord  in  1413;  and  fir 
Hugh  Halfham  dying  lord  in  the  20th  of  Henry  VI. 
and  having  no  iffue,  this  lordOiip  came  to  Joan 
daughter  and  heir  to  his  brother,  (Richard  Halfliam) 
and  wife  of  John  Lewkenor,  efq.  from  whom  it 
tame  to  fir  Jeffrey  Boleyn,  knt.  and  lord  mayor  of 
London  in  1457  ;  and  fir  James  Boleyn  prefented  to 
St.  Mary's  church  in  1542. 

After  this  James  Cakhorpe,  cfip  had  an  intercfl 
herein;  but  in  the  year  1564  John  Baynard  appears 
to  be  lord,  who  with  Edmund  Baynard,  fold  it  in 
the  13111  of  queen  Elizabeth  to  fir  Nicholas  Bacon, 
Inid  keeper,  and  it  came  in  marriage  to  fir  John 
I'ownfhcnd,    of    Rainham,    and    the   Right    Hon. 

George 
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George  lord  vifcount  Townflicnd  is  the  prefent  lord 
and  patron. 

In  the  north  fide  of  the  ghurch  of  Siifkcy,  (as 
XVeaver  fays)  lie  entombed  John  Cahhoi  pe,  ejq.  and 
Alice  Inning/and,  his  wifi,  with  their  portraits  ;  the 
monument  defaced. 

Alfo  thefe  arms — ffules,  on  a  fefs,  between  fix 
billets,  arsjent,  three  Cornifh  choufrhs,  fable,  Ir- 
niingland.  —  Calthorpe — Bacon — L'Eflrange — Maf- 

culy- — Reymes — Winter Inglois — and   Barfliam. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  porch,  in  freeftone,  Irming- 
land,  and  Daubeny,  gules,  five  fufils  in  fefs,  ar- 
gent,  and  two  martlets  in  chief. 

Mr.  Artliur  Young,  in  his  tour  through  the  eaft; 
of  Engkrnd,  obferves  that  "  The  ride  from  Warham 
by  Stifkey,  is  through  a  much  more  pi6turefc;ue 
country  than  is  commonly  m.ct  with  in  Norfolk  ; 
the  road  runs  on  the  brow  of  the  h:!l  looking  down 
on  Stifkey  vale.  The  vale,  which  is  compoled  of 
meadows  of  the  finefl  verdure,  winds  in  a  very 
beautiful  manner  from  out  of  a  thicket  of  woody 
inclofures,  and  retires  behind  a  projecling  hill;  an 
humble  flream  ghdcs  through  it,  and  adds  a 
chearfulnefs  which  water  can  alone  confer.  The 
hills  rife  in  a  bold  manner  ;  they  are  bare  of 
wood,  but  that  is  compenfated  by  the  thick  inclo- 
iurcs,  in  which  the  village  is  fcattered,  forming  with 
its  church  in  a  dip  of  the  hill,  and  that  of  Blakeney 
above  it,  in  a  prouder  fituation,  a  moft  compleat 
and  pleafing  pidure." 

To   the  weftvvard  of  the  villaje,  on  the   road  to 
Wells   and  Warham,   is  a   promontory  called  Way- 
borough,  or,  niore  commonly,   .W^ar-borough  hill, 
F  3  on 
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on  which  there  are  very  vifible  remains  of  circular 
entrenchments,  and  to  the  eafi:  of  that  one  mile,  is 
a  crrcen  knowl  called  Campin<r  Hill,  thonsrht  to  ha\c 
been  alfo  intrenched,  but  we  do  not  find  any  veftige 
left. 

Thcfe  t^vo  hills  look  on  the  Britifli  ocean,  and 
over  a  vaft  tract  of  falt-marfli,  extending  along  this 
coaft;  from  Clay  harbour  to  HunPianton  cliff,  twenty 
miles,  and  in  many  places  one  mile  wide. 

Hie   foa  has   thrown   up   a    range   of    fand-hills, 

called   Meals,    and   feems    as    if   nature   itfelf    had 

pointed  out   the  improvement  of  thofe   rich   lad  s, 

bv  forming   an   impenetrable   barrier,  which   mj'eiit 

•'      .  .  ...  '^ 

be   aided   with  great   lacilit\-,    and  at  moderate  cx- 

pcnce  :  at  the  fame  time,  taking  care  to  preferve  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  with  wide  em- 
bankments,  and  large  refervoirs  to  let  down  as  back- 
water to  fcour  and  keep  clean  the  channels  :  but 
fuch  is  the  prejudice  of  the  ignorant  in  every  part, 
that  where  improvement  of  any  kind  is  recommended, 
they  immediately  conceive  theinfelves  intercfted  and 
aggrieved,  and  affume  a  right  to  be  confulted  in  mat- 
ters where  thev  ha\  e  neither  the  expence  nor  advan- 
tage arifmg. 

The  Meals  are  covered  chiefly  with  a  bentv  weed 
called  marim,  and  inhabited  only  by  rabbits.  They 
have  in  many  places  incrcafcd,  and  there  are  now 
large  bodies  of  firm  fand  where,  a  few  years  ago, 
was  an  open  beach  :  indeed,  a  very  little  afTillancc 
would  render  the  whole  of  equal  fize  and  duration. 
Whins  or  furze  might  be  reared  to  advantage. 

The  Kcv.  Mr.  Arthur  Branthwayte,  brother  of 
Milcb  Branthwayte,  cfq.   of  Norwich,  was  prefented 

to 
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to  the  united  reflories  of  Stifkey  St.  John  and  St. 
Mary,  with  MoiRon  in  Holt  liundred,  by  lord  vil- 
count  Tovvnfhend,  Augull  1769,  at  which  time 
they  were  confolidated. 

THURSFORD  was  a  beruite  to  Snoring  Magna 
at  the  furvey.  It  was  then  the  king's  manor,  and 
Godric  was  his  fteward  of  it. 

It  feems  to  take  its  name  from  its  ford,  or  pafs 
over  the  water,  of  the  Thur,  on  which  it  Hands, 
beinGf  wrote  in  Doomfday-book  Turesfort.t 

The  family  of  Burgolion  held  this  lordOiip  as  a 
member  or  beruite  to  Snoring  Magna,  from  whom 
it  paffed  to  the  Shcltons,  the  Richardlons,  8cc.  and 
was  held  by  Mr.  Neen  in  1 7  13,  as  is  mentioned  in 
Snoring  Magna. 

The  prior  of  Binham's  manor  of  Rerney  extend- 
ed into  this  town,  which,  on  the  diffolution  of  the 
convent,  was  granted  to  Thomas  Pafton,  efq.  No- 
vember 15,  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII. 

In  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  it  was  poffeffed  by  the 
Haydons,  of  Baconfthorpe,  and  afterwards  by  fir 
Thomas  Guybon,  knt.  defcended  from  Thomas 
Guybon,  efq.  of  North  Lynn.  From  fir  Thomas 
it  lineally  defcended  to  William  Guybon,  efq.  at 
whofe  deceafe  this  lordfliip  was  fold  by  his  execu- 
tors to  George  Chad,  efq.  recorder  of  Lynn,  the 
prefent  pofleffor  of  it ;  who  has  here  a  feat,  gardens 
and  plantations  in  much  tafie. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  is  a 
rectory. 

F  4  The 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Stephens  was  prefented  to 
this  reflory,  with  Snoring  Magna,  (confolidated  Nov. 
174S)  by  the  mafter  and  fellows  of  Sl.  Johns  col- 
lege, Cambridge,    1773. 

GREAT,  or  OLD  WALSTNGHAM  ;  and  LIT- 
TLE, or  NEW  WALSINGHAM.  Thefe  two  pa- 
rities are  here  dcfcribed  together,  as  having  been 
chiefly  under  the  fame  lord,  8cc. 

Little,  or  New  Walfmgham  is  a  confiderable  town, 
with  a  weekly  market  on  Friday,  and  a  fair  on 
Whitfun  Monday.  It  is  delightfully  fituatcd  on  the 
banks  of  a  namelcfs  river,  which  runs  into  the  (ca 
below  Siifkey,  fix  or  feven  miles  frotTi  this.  Ihe 
grounds  on  each  hde  rifing  in  a  bold  manner, 
gives  the  country  here  an  appearance  not  often  to  be 
rnet  with  in  this  count)'. — The  plantations  of  Mr. 
AVarner,  the  abbey,  and  church  with  a  fuiall  fpire,  arc 
fine  obje£ls,  prefcntiug  themfelves  in  different  point- 
of  view  as  \ou  approach  the  town,  cither  froui 
Wells  or  Lakenham. 

Walfmgham  is  diflant  from  Norwich  twcnty-fevcn 
miles,  takcnham  five,  Holt  nine,  Wtlls  five,  Burn- 
liam  fix,  Lynn  twenty-three,  EaO.  Dereham  feven- 
teen,  and  is  a  poft-town,  where  a  Loridon  mail  ar- 
rives every  morning  except  Tuefday,  from  whence 
it  is  forwarded,  by  Wells,  to  Eurnham  and  to  Holt. 

This  town,  fays  a  Gazetteer  writer,  "  is  famous 
for  the  ruins  of  a  monaftcry,  founded  four  hundred 
years  befuic  the  diilolution  of  religious  houfes,  which 
h.acl  a  fluine  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  almolt  as  much 
l.'-xjuented  at  one  time  as  Thomas  Becket's  at  Can- 
terbury." 'Ihe  fame  writer  obferves,  but  errone- 
oully,  that    "  die   foil  here   is   noted  for  producing 

good 
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good  faflion,  as  well  as  foiuliern-wood."  This  no- 
torious falHiood  has  crept  into  mod  of  the° topogra- 
phical delcriptions  extant. 

BiNHAM  Priory  Manor.  Peter  de  Valoins  was 
lord  of  a  part  of  tlie  town  of  Walfingham  Magna, 
at  the   iurvey,  by  tlie  gift  of  the  Conqueror. 

One  of  this  lord  Peter  de  Valoins'  kniohts,  2:ave, 
according  to  the  pradice  of  tliole  times,  two  parts 
of  the  tithes  of  this  lordfliip  to  the  priory  of  Bin- 
ham,  founded  by  iiis  lord  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 
which  Roger  lord  Valoins  confirmed,  with  other  im- 
munities. 

On  the  general  diffolution  it  was  granted  by  the 
crown  to  fir  Thomas  PaRon,  Nov.  iS,  in  the  234 
pf  Henry  VIII.  paying  gs.  yd.  per  ami. 

The  King's  Manor.  William  I.  feizcd  on  iliis, 
which  was  one  of  king  Harold's  lordfliips,  beloiig- 
ing  to  the  royal  manor  of  Fakenham.  How  long  it 
continued  in  the  crown  does  not  appear;  it  (cems  iti 
the  reign  of  king  John  to  be  forfeited  by  William 
de  Brencourt,  or  Favercourt,  on  his  rebellion  againft 
that  king,  and  was  granccd  in  his  6th  year  (as  an 
efcheat,  and  land  of  the  Normans)  to  Richard  earl 
of  Clare,  of  whom  and  his  family,  fee  in  the  fol- 
Jowing  lordfhip. 

The  Earl  of  Clare's  Lordships.  Rainald  fon 
of  Jvo,  obtained  two  of  the  princi{)al  manors  in 
fhefe  towns,  on  the  conquefl  :  one  in  Great  Wal- 
iingham,  and  the  other  in  Walfingham  Parva. 

Rainald  was  a  Norman  nobleman,  and  attended 
William  on   his   invafion  j    how   long   he   polfeft'ed 

theic 
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tiiefe  Icicinnps  does  not  appear  :  Walter  GilTard, 
earl  of  Blicks,  or  his  fon,  feems  to  have  been  the 
next  lord  ;  whofe  fifler  and  co-heir,  Rohais,  mar- 
ried Richard  Fitz  Gilbert,  alias  de  Clare,  ancellor 
of  the  earls  of  Mertford  and  Clare  ;  \vhofe  deicen- 
dents,   the  earls  of  Clare,  inherited  them. 

Richard  de  Clare,  carl,  in  the  32d  of  Henry  HI. 
gave  thefe  lorcidiips  to  liis  brother,  William  de 
Clare,  who  had  a  grant  of  free  warren  in  Walling- 
ham  Magna,  and  a  weekly  market  on  Friday,  in 
the  3')th  of  that  king  ;  alfo  of  a  weekly  market  in 
Walfingham  Parva  on  Monday,  and  a  fair,  former- 
ly granted  to  the  prior  of  \Valfnighara,  on  whofc 
death  it  came  to  the  aiorcfaid  earl. 

Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of  Glouceflcr,  was  lord  in 
the  14th  of  Edward  I.  and  had  many  royal  privi- 
leges. After  his  death  it  came  to  Lionel  duke  of 
Clarence,  third  fon  of  Edward  III.  by  his  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  daughter  and  heir  of  William  de 
Burgh,  earl  of  Ulfter  in  Ireland,  fon  and  heir  of 
John  de  Burgh,  earl  of  Ulller,  by  the  lady  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  rhiid  nOcr  and  co-heir  of  Gilbert  earl  of 
Clare,  Glouceftcr,  8:c. 

The  faid  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  dying  in  the 
4 2d  of  Edward  IlL  left  Philippe,  his  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir  ;  and  on  her  marriage  with  Edmund 
Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  he  became  lord  in  her 
right.  On  the  death  of  Edmund,  the  lad  earl  of 
Alarch,  in  the  3d  of  Pfenry  VL  Ann,  his  fifter  and 
hf:ir,  being  wife  of  Richard  de  Coninlby,  eail  of 
CaiJibiidgc,  Richard  their  Ion,  duke  of  York,  wa:; 
JDid.   and  his  fon,  Ech\ard  1\  .  inhciiLcd  it. 

Elizabeth, 
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Elizabeth,  queen  con  fort  to  Henry  VII.  Ann,  w'lk 
of  Thomas  Howard,  earl  of  Surry  ;  and  Catlicrinc, 
wife  of  Vv^iiliam  Courtney,  earl  of  Devonfli're,  were 
daughters  and  co-heirs  of  the  faid  king.  Ann  and 
Catherine  conveyed  their  right  to  Henry  VIII.  and 
Edward  VI.  in  his  7th  year,  July  1,  granted  them 
to  Thomas  Grefliam,  efq.  Oueen  Mary  confirmed, 
it,  April  9,  in  her  ift  year,  with  the  manors  of 
Collingham,  &c.  the  demefne  lands  in  the  tenure  of 
Thomas  Sidney,  eiiq.  Ecc.  a  market,  and  a  fair  on  the 
nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  a  clofe  planted 
with  fafhon,  for  which  the  town  was  famous  at  this 
time.'^ 

Sir  Thomas  Grefl.am,  in  the  16th  of  Elizabeth, 
granted  to  Edv\-ard  Flowevdew,  elq.  an  annuiLy  out 
of  it,  payable  for  life,  and  fealed  it  with  his  crcR,  a 
gradiopper  :  (ice  the  fane  on  the  Royal  Exchange  in 
London,  built  by  this  nr  Thomas)  on  his  death  his 
lady  poilcffed  it,  and  it  came  to  her  fon,  nr  William 
Read,  lord  in  the  i5th  of  Jan^es  I.  and  on  his 
death,  to  his  co-heirs,  George  lord  Berkley,  fir  Wil- 
liam Withipoie,  the  earl   and  countefs  of  Defmond. 

In  1637,  it  was  conveyed  to  Dr.  John  Vv^ar- 
ncr,  bifiiop  of  RocheRcr,  a  prelate  famous  for  no- 
ble acis  of  charity,  having  in  his  life  time  beP.owed 
upwards  of  3g,oool.  to  benevolent  purpoi'es,  and 
was  a  great  fufferer  in  the  royal  caufe,  during  the 
ufui-paiion.  On  his  death  it  defcended  to  his  heir, 
John  Lee-Warner,  D.  D.  archdeacon  and  prebenda- 
ry of  RocheRcr,  fon  of  Thomas  Lee,  of  London, 
gent,  defcended  from  the  family  of  Lee,  of  Lee-hall 
in  Shropfhire,  by  Ann  his  wife,  filler  of  the  biihop, 
whole  eldeft  fon,  Henry  Lee-W^arncr,  efq.  was  lord 
in  16S0,   and  his  nephew,   Henry  Lee-Warner,  efq. 

(fQn 
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ffon   of  Mr.  \Vainer,  of  Kenfmgton,   by  a  fiflier  of 
fir  Jaincs    Howe,    of    WiltOiirc,    died   lord  on   the 

J3di  of  December  1760,  and  by ,  daughter  of 

John  Milks,  efq.  of  Nackington,  near  Canterbury, 
left  Henry  Lee-Warner,  efq.  the  prcfcnt  lord,  who 
refides  here.  This  gentleman  has  alfo  confiderable 
polieffions  in  the  counties  of  Wilts,  Somerfet,  Lin- 
coln and  Kent. 

After  fir  Thomas  GreOiam-'s  death  the  manors  of 
Collingham,  Fenn,  &:c.  were  fold  to  Thomas  Sid- 
ney, efq.  and  he  died  feifed  of  the  abbey  of  W^al- 
fmgham,  the  perpetual  curacies,  and  diverfe  lands, 
S:c.  late  fir  Thomas  Grcfliam's,  in  Great  and  Little 
Walnngham,  Houghton  in  the  Vale,  Flindringham, 
Wighton  and  Egmore,  the  rc6lory  of  Houghton, 
and  difpofal  of  the  vicarage  of  ditto  ;  and  flcnry 
Sidney,  (afterwards  fir  Henry)  -was  his  fon  and  heir, 
aged  thirty  years. 

July  8,  1639,  Robert  Sidney,  earl  of  Lcicefler, 
grants  on  condition,  the  manor  of  Rofs  in  Hough- 
ton, and  diverfe  lands,  to  fir  Edward  Leech,  Henry 
Englifii,  and  others  ;  and  on  July  20,  1650,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  a  decree  in  chancery,  the  laid  earl  fells 
the  manor  of  Rofs,  the  redtory  and  vicarage,  and 
lands  in  Houghton  ;  the  abbey  of  Walfingham, 
with  the  perpetual  curacies  of  the  three  churches 
in  Walfingham,  and  the  redorial  and  vicarial  tithes, 
with  all  the  lands  late  Thomas  Sidney's,  efq.  to 
Henry-AVyhn,  Edward  Englilh,  and  others. 

And  on  July  3,  1G66,  there  was  a  bnrgain  and 
falc  of  tiie  abbey,  the  manor  of  Rofs,  and  all  the 
above  lands  and  livings  in  Walfingham  and  Hough- 
ton, from  Llenrv  Wynn  and  others,  to  Dr.  John 
Lee,  archdeacon  of  Rocheflcr,  for  the  ufe  of  bifhop 

Warner, 
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Warner.  The  manors  of  Walfinp;ham,  and  mill?, 
were  fcparatcd  from  the  abbey,  and  remained  To  till 
1736,  when  dicy  were  pmchafed,  wiih  divers  lands, 
from  Norbone  Berkley,  lord  Botteiourt,  by  Henry 
I.ee-Warner,  efq.  who  alfo  purcliafcd  divers  other 
lands  in  Wairmgham  and  Houghton,  and  the  ma- 
nors of  Gannts  and  Gurneys  m  Houghton  ;  and 
died,  as  before  mentioned,  in  1760,  aged  72,  and 
left  the  whole  to  his  fon,  Henry  Lee-Warner,  efq. 
by  will,  who  was  alfo  heir  at  law,  and  has  built 
here  an  agreeable  feat,  on  the  fcite  of  the  priory. 

The  prefent  Henry  Lee-W^arner,  efq.  fays  Mr. 
Parkin,  intends  to  erecl  a  monument  in  Waifmgham 
church  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  who  died  as 
abovementioned,  and  to  his  mother,  who  died  in 
July,  1770,  aged  75,  and  was  alfo  buried  in  a 
vault  in  this  church. 

T\Ir.  Warner's  grandfather  and  grandmother  Lee, 
of  Dane-John,  near  Canterbury,  were  buried  here. 
She  was  daughter  of  fir  George  liowe,  of  Berwick 
St.  Leonard's,  in  Wi'ltlhire,  and  filler  to  fir  James 
Howe,  who  devifed  Jiis  whole  cllate  to  Mr.  War- 
ner's father,  by  his  will,  who  was  alfo  heir  at  law 
to  him,  in  right  of  his  mother,  which  ellate  alfo 
Mr.  Warner  now  enjoys. 

Bifliop  Warner,  and  the  refl  of  the  family,  were 
buried  at  PvOcheller,  where  handfome  monuments  in 
that  cathedral  are  erected  to  their  memories. 

Here  were  alfo  in  antient  days  feveral  fmaller 
lordfiiips  held  of  the  earls  of  Clare. 

The  town  gave  name  to  the  antient  family  of  de 
V/alfingham,  from  whom  the  great  fir  Francis  Wal- 

iinjham 


8o  H  U  N  D  R,E  D     O  F 

fingluim,   fecrctary  of    ftate  in   the   reign   of  queen 
Eiizabeih,   is  dcfcendcd. 

In  the  town  of  Old  AValfmgham  were  two 
cliurclics,  All  Saints  and  Sr.  Peter.  The  church 
of  All  Saints  was  a  rcclorv,  and  was  gi^'en,  by  deed 
fans  (late,  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  of  Little  Wal- 
lingham. 

On  the  appropriation  of  it,  in  12 So,  a  vicarage 
was  fettled.  About  1360,  the  vicarage  was  alio 
united  to  the  appropriated  rectory,  and  became  a 
curacy. 

Thomas  Sidney,  cfq.  of  Little  Walfmgham,  had 
a  crant  from  Edward  VL  of  the  reclories  and  churches 
of  All  Saints  and  St.  Peter,  and  of  St.  Mary, 
lately  belonging  to  the  priory.  Henry  Lee- Warner, 
efq.  is  impropriator,  and  nominates  the  curates  of 
the  churches  of  Great  and  Little  Walfingham. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter,  of  Walfingham  Mag- 
na, was  a  rectory. 

The  church  of  St.  Marv,  in  Walfingham  Parva, 
was  a  rcdory,  and  is  now  a  donative,  or  curacv. 

The  church  is  a  regular  pile,  with  a  nave,  north 
and  luuth  iile,  and  a  chancel,  covered  with  lead, 
and  has  a  fquare  tower,  \vitli  a  fpire,  five  bells,  and 
a  clock. 

In  it  hangs  a  brafs  branch  for  candles,  the  gift  of 
Jolni  Portingioji,  gent,  in  1679:  the  font  is  of 
ftone,  with  imagery  woik,  and  a  wooden  cover; 
carved  on  it,  Ex  dvno  Jaiic  Doming  Sidney,  in  pics 
mcniii  indicium. 

Ill 
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In  the  cluuch  are  fcvcral  grave-flones  with  brafs 
plates,  altar  tombs  and  mural  monuments,  to  the 
memory  of  principal  inhabitants. 

On  the  fouth  ilde  of  the  churcli.  again fl  the  wall, 
is  an  emblematical  remcjnbrance  for  one  Robert  An- 
guifh,  with  an  arrow  or  dart,  and  a  inake  tvvifted 
round  it  ;  on  one  fide  of  it  is  E.  R.  on  the  other, 
xxxii.  and  under  it  1590,  letting  forth  the  year  of 
his  death,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,   Ilex. 

In  the  chancel  is  a  curious  brafs  fland,  fuppovted 
by  four  lions. 

On  a  {lately  monument,  wiih  the  effigies  of  two 
perfons,  "  Here  lyes  in  hope  atid  expcclaiion  of  tiic  joy- 
full  and  dejyred  day  of  rejurrcclion,  'be.  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  Kt.  defcended  frorn  the  Jiernmc  of  Vifcount  Life, 
'baron  of  Penhurjl  in  Kent,  lord  chamherkyn  to  the 
queens  majejiy,  and  governor  of  Flufiiinge,  be.  He 
died  jYov.  2,  1612,  aged  59  years. — Here  aUo  re/Is 
the  body  of  Dame  Jane  his  loife,  daughter  of  Francis 
fenny,  of  Brightweil  in  Suffolk,  Efi;  who  died  Aug. 
S,    1638,   aged  73  years.'' 

Alfo  the  arms  of  Sidney,  with  his  quarterings. 

This  lady  Jane  gave  a  clofe  of  four  acres  to  the 
fupport  of  the  miniiler  or  curate  of  this  church  lor 
ever. 

In  this  church  were  the  arms  of  the  carl  of  Clare 
and  Gloucefler,  &:c.  impaling  Burgh  earl  of  Uifter, 
Mortimer  earl  of  Marcli,   Sec. 

Walsingham  Priory.  The  widow  ladv  of  Ri- 
coldie  de  Favcrches,  dwelling  in  Wdlfrngham  Parva, 

founded 
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founded  thciT,  in  or  about  1061,  a  chapel  in  honor 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  all  refpe^is  like  Lo  the  SanBa 
CtiJ'a  at  Nazareth,  where  die  Virgin  was  falutcd  by 
the  angel  Gabriel,  on  a  vifion  of  the  Virgin  enjoin- 
ins;  her  thereto  ;  a  pretence  general  I)'  made  ufe  of  in 
like  foundaiioiis.  Sir  Jeffrey  de  Fa^■erchps,  her  Ton, 
loon  aftei  the  conqucR  endowed  it,  granting  to  Ed- 
will  his  clerk  or  chaplain,  this  chapel  of  St.  Marv, 
with  the  church  of  All  Saints  in  the  faid  town,  with 
its  appurtenances  in  lands,  &c.  which  the  faid  Ed- 
win poJlelTed  the  day  he  \vent  to  Jerufalem. 

The  faid  knight  feems  to  be  the  firfl:  founder  of 
the  priory,  built,  the  priory  church,  and  ga\'e  the 
chapel  of  our  Lady,  all  the  ground  within  the  fcite 
of  the  church,  eight  acres  of  land,  with  20s.  rent 
per  ann.  out  of  his  manor,  if  the  yearly  value  of 
the  offerings  of  our  Lady  did  not  exceed  five  marks, 
•which  grant  was  confirmed  by  f^obert  de  Brucourt. 
and  Roger  earl  of  Clare. 

This  foundation,  and  part  of  this  town,  belong- 
ed to  the  kings  manor. 

Although  a  minute  detail  of  the  feveral  grants 
made  to  this  once  famous  priory  may  appear  tedious 
and  uninterefling  to  mofl  readers,  yet  we  are  inclin- 
ed, in  this  inflance,  to  de\iate  from  our  intention 
of  avoiding  every  relation  approximating  to  the  dull 
and  fatiguing  maze  of  church  hiftory.  We  fhall, 
liowc\er,  briefly  mention  the  donatives  thrown  into 
this  religious  vortex,  and  which  flrongly  marks  the 
zeal,  fuperftition  and  credulitv  of  the  times,  fmce 
our  welfare,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  a  future  ftate, 
depended  on  our  liberality  to  religious  inftitutions. 

Williarn 
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WilliaiTi  le  Ken  gave,  in  king  John's  time,  a 
mclTuagc,  and  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Walfuighain 
Ma'-na  and  Wiirhton. 

o  o 

Damietia  de  Flitcham,  and  Emma  de  Reaufoc, 
gave  lands  in  Flitcham,  which  was  a  cell  belonging 
to  this  priory ;  William  earl  Warren,  Roger  de 
Stradfct.  and  Nicholas  his  brother,  with  Simon  de 
Shouldham,  lands,   &c.  in  Martham. 

In  the  10th  of  Henry  TIL  the  prior  had  a  grant 
of  a  n^.arket  and  a  fair ;  and  on  the  marriage  of  that 
king's  fifter  with  the  emperor,  the  prior  paid  live 
marks  and  had  a  ijuieius ;  and  in  the  35th  of  that 
king  he  had  a  confirmation  of  tlie  manor  of  Little 
Walfmgham,   and  a  fair  for  eight  days. 

Roger  earl  of  Clare  confirmed  the  grant  of  All 
Saints  church,  and  gave  the  mill  ;  out  of  which  fir 
Jeffrey  de  Faverches  was  to  pay  20s.  per  ann.  And 
Gilbert  earl  of  Clare  gave  eight  acres,  8cc.  of  land, 
and  the  CTOund  without  the  .v\  ell  eate  of  the  vard 
called  the  Common-place.  * 

William  de  Valentia,  brother  to  Henrv  III.  gave 
40s.  ni  Walimgham,  quit  oi  all  fcrvicc  and  cus- 
toms. 

William  de  Longefpee,  earl  of  SaliPoury,  gave 
lands.  Roger  f(m  of  Ralph  de  Salt,  lands  in  Sail. 
Hubert  de  Brilwoith  the  third  part  of  the  advovvloii 
of  St.  Andrew's  church  in  Burnham,  and  twenty- 
five  acres  of  land  in  demehie,  with  meadow  and 
paflurcs ;  alfo  twelve  acres  held  of  him,  and  feveral 
homages  and  rents.  John  Marlhall  fixty  acres  in 
tJie  wood  of  Foulfham,  and  two  marks  rent,  with 
•    G  the 
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tb-:  churcb-  of  Themilihorpe  :  and  Richard  de  Burgh 
twelve  acres  in  Foulfliara. 

Rec^inald  and  Stephen  de  Ouarles,  lands  there. 
Sir  John  de  Nailbrd,  Richard  de  Witchingham, 
lands  at  Egmere.  Godwin  de  liolkham,  lands  and 
a  fold-courrc:  q,nd  Ralph  Hacon,  of  Holkham,  lands 
there. 

Sir  Roger  Colville,  feveral  homages  in  Wells. 
RariholonieAv  de  Wighton  a  fold-courfe  there,  vvidi 
landt).  Nicholas  Pcchc,  the  manor  of  Swiflord  in 
Svvannington.  Walter  de  Grandcourt,  lands  and 
common  of  pafture  for  fifteen  fheep,  four  beafls,  a 
hoife,  Sec.  in  Fulmondifton.  AdcHna  Baynard  her 
lands  and  rents  in  Bintry.  Mubcrt  de  Burgh,  carl 
of  Kent,  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  of  Bedingham, 
and  that  of  Oulton,  with  {ony  nummat as  terra.  Wil- 
liam Ic  Ventre,  the  church  of  St.  Clement's  of  Burn- 
liam.  Olivia  le  Marfbal,  all  her  rents,  tcnemcnis, 
Sec.  that  flic  purchafed  in  Foulfliam  and  Binnv. 

Randolph  carl  of  Cheflcr  and  Lincoln,  Ha\vis  de 
Ouincy  his  fdler,  and  John  de  Somery,  lands  in 
I.incolnfhire.  Sir  Ralph  de  Hcmenhalc  convev'd 
his  manor  in  Nordi  Creak,  with  a  moiety  of  the 
advowfon  of  the  church.  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of 
Glouccfter,  gave  lands  to  enlarge  their  court.  Rich- 
ard carl  of  GlouCeRer  lands  alio ;  as  did  (ir  William 
de  Clare,  with  liberty  of  common  in  both  thele 
towns  ;  view  of  Irank  pledge,  afllze  of  bread  and 
beer  of  their  men,   8jc. 

In  the  2ifl  of  Edward  I.  the  prior  had  tempora- 
lities and  fpiritualities  to  the  value  of  15 7I.  13s.  8d. 
per  ann.     And  on  June  G,  in  die  28th  of  that  king, 

a 
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u   grant   of    free   warren    in  this   town,    Iloikham, 
Ijurnham,   8cc. 

A  patent  was  granted  to  them  in  the  2d  of  Edvv. 
II.  for  acquiring  lands  and  lencmcnts  to  tlic  value  of 
40I.  per  ann.  and  the  fald  king,  at  the  inllance  of 
his  queen,  Kabel,  granted  licence  of  mortmain  to 
the  value  of  forty  maiks  per  ann.  and  in  part  there- 
of, to  appropriate  the  church  of  St.  Peter  in  Wal- 
fingham  Magna,  the  patronage  of  the  priorv  being 
then,  and  long  before,  in  the  earls  of  Cdarc,  t*vc.  A 
licence  to  purchale  Eedingham  manor  in  Norfolk,  in 
the  13th  of  Edward  II. 

In  the  30th  of  Edward  III.  July  23,  licence  was 
given  to  the  prior  of  Anglefey  abbey,  in  Cambridge-. 
fhire,  to  grant  to  this  priory  fifty-feven  acres  of  land, 
&c.  and  34s.  rent  in  WaHingham  Magna  and  Par\'a; 
and  in  the  (aid  year  the  priory  had  a  patent  to  pui- 
chaie  tenements  here  :  and  in  the  40th  of  that  kino:, 
one  for  teneuients  in  Houghton,  Egnacre,  and  North 
Creak. 

Sir  Stephen  de  Hales,  &:c.  aliened  in  the  Sth  of 
Richard  II.  the  manors  of  Great  and  Little  Rvbo- 
rough,  the  advowfon  of  Ryborough  Magna  church, 
with  the  manor  of  Penilhorpe,  and  lands  in  War- 
ham,  Snoring,  Weft  Bafliam,  8cc.  to  lound  a  chan- 
Uy  for  hr  Thomas  dc  Felton,   Sec. 

Licence  ^vas  gi anted  in  the  7th  of  Henry  TV.  to 
John  Gourney  and  John  Drew,  parfon  of  Harpley, 
to  amortize  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Eurnham,  to 
celebrate  the  obit  of  fir  Edmund  de  Reynham  and 
Chriftian  his  wife  ;  and  in  the  faid  year  to  fir  Tho- 
mas Erpingham,  Sec.  to  fell  the  manor  of  Swanton- 
Nowers,  Willi  that  of  Branches,  iu  Wivcton,  to  this 
G  2  priory, 
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prion-,  to  celebrate  their  anniverfaries  ;  and  about 
the  fame  time  the  prior  is  faid  to  hold  the  li(th  part 
of  a  fee  of  die  earl  of  March. 

In  the  5d  of  Henry  Xl.  the  prior  had  a  patent 
for  the  lordHnp  or  Egmerc,  and  tenements  in  Wal- 
Imgham,  Wighton,  Waterden,  Sec.  and  in  the  28th 
of  that  king,  their  temporalities  in  Norfolk  wevc 
taxed  at  7  SI.  18s.  and  their  Ipiritualities  at  7  81.  iGs. 
8d. 

Richaid  duke  of  York,  father  of  Edward  IV.  and 
patron  of  die  priory,  gave  fix  acres  and  a  rood  of 
meadow,  twenty-fix  acres  of  land,  liberty  of  a  fold, 
and  melTuagcs  called  the  Lion,  the  Hoop,  and  the 
Star,  and  land  in  New  Walfingham. 

It  appears  that  the  prior  had  a  mortuary  or  gift, 
of  ever)'  parilhioncr  in  Walfingham,  of  the  fccond 
beft  animal,  and  if  there  was  but  one,  then  of  that. 
And  in  the  19th  of  Edward  IV.  in  confideration 
diat  Henry  Heydon,  efq.  had  granted  to  them  his 
lands  and  fold-courfe  in  Old  Walfingham  and  Hin- 
dringham,  they  granted  to  him  their  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents.  &;c.  in  Great  Melton,  Ihursford,  Bar- 
ncv,  Woodton,   and  many  other  towns. 

In  the  oodi  of  Henry  HI.  a  fine  was  levied  be- 
tween Thorold  de  Briion,  of  Witchingham,  and 
Avcline  his  wife,  and  the  prior  of  W^alfingham, 
who  had  a  grant  of  twenty-four  acres  of  land,  the 
fcrvices  of  fevcral  tenants,  and  3s  8d.  per  ann. 

At  die  difiblution  of  religious  houfes,  this  fell 
wltli  the  red,  in  the  30th  of  Henry  VIII.  and  was 
then  valued,  accoiding  to  Dugdalc,  at  39  il.  ii''. 
id.  or  as  Speed,  at  44^1.    14s.  4d.  per  ann. 

It 
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h  was  dedicated  to  ilie  annuncialion  of  die  Vir- 
sin  Mai-v  ;  and  the  pi  ior  and  canons  were  reimlais 
of  the  order  of  St.  Augulline. 

Edwin,  wlio  was  cleik  or  chaplain  to  fir  JefFrev 
de  Faverches,  found.er  of  the  priory,  was  the  full 
pri<n-. 

Ricliard  Vowel,  prior  of  Leigh,  and  rector  of 
Belcham  in  Efiex,  was  the  laft  prior.  He,  with 
Edmund  Warhara,  the  lub-prior  ;  William  Rofe, 
an^l  nineteen  oiher  canons,  fubfcribcd  to  the  king's 
lupremacy,  Septernber  iS,  1534;  and  on  Auguld  4, 
in  the  30th  of  Henry  VIII.  he,  by  deed  inroUcd  in 
chancery,  furrjndered  this  priory,  with  tlie  cell  ot 
Elitcham^   and  all  their  poffcffions,   to  the  king. 

It  appears  that  Sir  Richard  Southwell  was  one  of 
die  chief  vifitors  at  its  diliblution,  when  fix  of  the  ca- 
nons are  faid  to  have  confelfed  themfelves  guilty  of 
notorious  incontinency  ;  and  that  great  fuperRition 
and  much  forgery  was  Ifjund  in  their  feigned,  pre- 
tended relics  and  miracles. 

Vowel,  the  prior,  on  the  fnrrender  had  a  pcnfion 
for  life  of  lool.  per  ann.  and  all  the  canons  that 
figned  the  furrender  widi  him,  had  certain  peniions 
for  life, 

I  ''  have  feen  a  written  note  that  fays,  in  1536, 
♦'  This  yer  was  Ralf  Rogers  and  George  Gyfborow, 
"  the  fub-prior  of  Whalfyngham,  with  others,  to 
"  the  number  of  15,  condemned  of  trefon,  whereof 
"  3  fuffered." 

G  3  The 

*  Parkin, 
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The  prlorv  church  was  a  grand  edifice.  The 
length  o^  die  nave  from  the  weft  door  to  the  great 
tower,  or  Ijelfrv,  in  the  church,  was  feventy  paces ; 
the  hrcadth  of  the  nave,  (excepting  the  two  ifles) 
was  fixteen  paces  ;  the  great  tower,  or  bv^U-tower, 
was  a  fquare  of  fixtccn  paces  ;  the  length  of  the 
choir  was  fifty  paces,  and  the  breaddi  feventeen  :  be- 
fides  this,  there  was  a  building,  probably  at  the  eaft 
end  of  the  clioir,  of  fixtcen  yards  long  and  tea 
bioad. 

But  the  greateil  b'^nuty  and  glor\'  of  this  priory 
was  the  chapel  of  the  bleircd  Virgin,  founded  in 
lionor  of  the  Annunciation,  whieh  is  faid  to  have 
been  about  ciglit  yards  long  and  four  )ards  and  ten 
inches  wide. 

The  remains  of  the  building  of  the  abbey,  now 
fianding,  are  a  large  portal  or  gatc-houfe  at  the  weft 
entrance,  quite  entire  ;  the  eali  window  of  the  cha- 
pel, a  very  fine  and  richly  ornamented  arch,  up- 
wards of  fixtv  feet  high,  built  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII.  the  old  one  .being  pulled  down;  the  refedlory 
or  eating-houfe  verv  entire,  leventv-eight  feet  lonsr, 
and  tweniv-feveii  broad  :  the  walls  twentv-fix  feet 
and  an  half  high,  the  mcafures  taken  within  fide. 
A  good  weft  window,  and  ftone  pulpit  in  it  ;  the 
whole  building  very  entire,  with  an  old  \ery  gocxl 
loof  upon  it.  t 

Twche  columns,  widi  entire  Gothic  arches,  part 
of  the  old  cloiliers,  built  long  before  the  laft  cha- 
pel. 

The 

•)•  IJuck,  in  I'.is  plate  of  it,  publiflied  in  1738,  and  dedlcate4 
to  Ht:nry  Lce-Warner,  efq.  has  taken  the  roof  off,  in  order 
to  make  it  appccr  in  the  print  piSiurefque. 


Wal  simgham  Pjriorx 


t^r  /r/hvn  l/i/t>  t^ /ate  (j  /i//?/i/'/i/  nuc'u/^ef/ . 

I'libliihd  as  the  Act  cbrects;Nav^i8^7p,by_NlfloottuNarwicli. 
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The  length  of  the  cloirter,  ^v]lich  v\'as  lour-fquare, 
was  fifty-four  paces.  The  length  of  the  chaptet- 
lioufe  twenty  paces,  the  breadth  ten. 

The  old  abbey  wall,  near  a  mile  In  circuit,  is  yet 
very  entire  in  raoft  parts.  A  flone  baih,  ^vith  Acps 
defcending,  and  two  uncovered  wells,  called  "  The 
wifliing  wells,"  are  ftill  perfect-.  "Tis  faid,  the  de- 
votees to  the  Lady  of  Walfmgham  were  taught  to 
believe,  that  whomlbever  was  permitted  to  drink  of 
thefe  waters,  might  obtain  what  they  thtn  wiflicd 
for,  Jans  fee. 

Erafraus  ^^cquaints  us  that  the  chapel  was  a  fepa- 
rate  building  from  the  priory  church,  and  that  it 
was  not  cpiite  finifhed  in  his  time  :  in  tiiis  unfininied 
building  there  is,  favs  he,  "  a  fmall  chapel,  all  of 
wood,  on  each  lule  of  which  is  a  little  narrow  door, 
where  thofe  are  admitted  who  came  with  their  offer- 
ings and  paid  their  devotions,  and  had  no  light  but 
from  the  wax  candles,  the  odour  of  which  was  de- 
lightful, and  glittered  with  jewels,  gold  and  filver, 
inlomuch,     that  it   feemed   to   be    the    feat    of    the 

Gods." At  the  altar  here,    was  a   canon  refideat, 

who  received  and  took  care  of  the  offerings. 

So  great  was  the  fame  of  this  idol  or  imaa;e  of 
tlie  Lady  of  Walfingham,  that  foreigners  of  all  na- 
tions came  on  a  pilgrimage  to  her,  imbmuch  thac 
the  number  of  her  devotees  and  worQiippers,  leemed 
to  equal  thofe  of  the  Lady  of  Loretto  in  Italv  ;  and 
the  town  of  Little  Walfingham  owed  its  chief  fup- 
port  and  maintenance  thereto. 

Of  the  royal  vifitors,   Llenry  III.  appears  to  have 

paid  his  devotion   to   her,   March   24,   in    his    26tli 

year  J    his  precept   enjoining  all  who  held  lands  in 

G  4  capite^ 
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capite,  to  meet  him  on  the  o6^avcs  of  Eaflcr,  at 
Winchcder,  on  an  expedition  into  Gafcoign,  being 
dated  here,   as  above. 

Edward  I.  was  licrc  on  January  8,  in  his  pth 
year,  as  appears  bv  a  parent  dated  liere,  for  the  re- 
pair of  London  bridge  ;  and  again  in  his  25th  year, 
on  the  Pnrirication  of  the  Virgin.  Edward  II.  was 
alfo  here,  Oclober  6,   in  his  (jth  \ear. 

In  the  33th  of  Eduard  II.  John  de  Montfoit, 
duke  of  Britagne  in  France,  came,  and  had  the 
kings  libejate  to  the  trcafurer  and  chamberlains  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  deliver  oh  for  the  expenccs  of 
his  journey  here,  and  back  to  London  ;  and  in  the  * 
laid  year  the  duke  of  Anjou  \r<u\  hcencc  to  vifit 
here,  and  the  Ihrine  of  St.  Ihonias  a  Beckct  ot 
Canterbury. 

David  oiuce,  king  of  Scotland,  had,  in  the  58th 
of  the  faid  king,  a  proteciion  to  come  h.?ve,  with 
ihirtv  hiorfc  in  his  retinue;  and  his  qui^^en.  Margaret, 
made  a  vow  to  vifit  alfo  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury. 

Ifabel  countefs  of  Warwick,  in  1439,  bequeath- 
ed her  tablet  with  the  image  of  our  Lady,  to  the 
church  of  WaKingham,  which  had  a  glafs  O'ser  it  ; 
alfo  to  the  Lady  there,  her  gown  of  alyz  cloth  ol 
gold,  wiUi  wide  lleeves,  and  a  tabernacle  of  fdver 
like  in  the  timbre  to  diat  of  our  Lady  of  Caverfham. 

Henry  VII.  mentions  in  his  \vill,  diat  he  had  or- 
dcicd  an  image  of  filvcr,  and  gilt,  to  be  made  and 
offered  up,  and  fct  before  die  Lady  of  Wainngham; 
and  alfo  a  like  imtigc  for  Si.  Thomas  of  Canterbury. 

Henry 
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Henry  VIII.  in  his  2d  year,  foon  aficr  Chrlllraas, 
rode  here;  and  hi  the  faid  year,  May  14,  as  appears 
in  a  M.  S.  of  payments,  by  the  keeper  of  the  privy 
feai,  6s.  Sd.  were  then  paid  to  Mr.  Garneys,  .for  the 
king's  offering  to  her,  and  ligned  by  the  king's  hand 
at  Walfuigham. 

Ouecn  Catherine  his  wife,  during  the  king's  ab- 
fence  in  France,  in  his  fifth  year,  came  and'rcLiirncd 
thanks  to  the  Ladv,  for  the  2;reat  viclorv  over  the 
Scots,  at  kloddonfield,   Sept.  g,    1513. 

Sir  Henry  Spehnan  fays,  that  wlicn  lie  was  a 
youth  it  was  commonhv-  reported,  that  Henry  \'1II. 
walked  barefoot  from  the  town  of  Bafham  to  the 
chapel  of  the  Lady,  and  prefcnted  her  with  a  neck- 
lace ol  very  great  value,  "  with  a  vie\v,  perhaps, 
favs  Spelnian,  to  modei^ate  the  refentment  of  the 
Virgin,  wjien  he  thought  fit,  as  he  did  foon  after, 
to  baiiilli  her  from  her  monaftery,  and  to  pull  it 
down :  for  he  was  fo  fenfible  of  her  wonderful  9:ood- 
ncis,  how  ready  fiie  was  to  remember  imall  favours, 
and  godlike  to  forget  great  injuries,  that,  on  his 
death-bed  he  bequeathed  his  foul  to  her  ;  which, 
whether  his  executors  difnofed  of  firictiv  accordins: 
to  his  will  and  teuamcnt,  is  not  a  pouit  akogciher 
certain,  becauie  they  fuihiied  it  in  no  other  article 
that  I  know  of." 

Queen  Catherine,  in  her  uill,  dcfires  that  five 
hundred  maffes  fliould  be  faid  for  her  foul,  and 
that  a  perfon  Ihould  make  a  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady 
at  Walfingham,  and  diflribute  two  hundred  nobles 
in  charitv  upon  the  road.  ■"■ 

So 

'  Smollet's  Hift.  vok  v.  page  31. 
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So  fiuieiftiLious,  fo  weak  and  credulous  were  the 
commonalty,  that  they  believed  (as  they  were  then 
im.pofed  upon  and  taught)  the  Galaxias,  or  (what  is 
called  in  the  Ity)  the  Milky-Way,  was  appointed  by 
Providence  to  point  out  the  particular  place  and  re- 
fid:ncc  of  the  X'irgin,  beyond  all  other  places,  and 
was,  on  that  account,  generally  in  that  age,  called 
Walfingham-VVay  ;  and  I  have  heard  old  people  of 
this  country,  fo  to  call  and  diilinguidi  it  fome  years 
pad.-" 

Among  the  many  miracles,  &;c.  that  were  afciibcd 
to  her,  we  cannot  pa.'s  by  one: — On  the  north  lide, 
at  which  you  enter  the  dole  of  this  priory,  was  a 
very  low  and  narrow  wicket  door,  through  which  it 
was  difijcult  for  any  one  to  pafs  on  foot,  being,  as 
an  old  M.S.  fays,  "Not  y.<i(\  an  cine  hye,  and 
three  quarters  in  bredih  ;'  And  a  certain  Norfolk 
knieht.  fir  Ralph  Boutetourt,  armed  cap-a-pee,  and 
on  hoifcback.  being  piafind  by  a  cruel  enemy,  and 
in  the  utmoil  danger  of  being  taken,  made  full 
fpccd  for  this  gate,  and  invoking  this  I.ady  for  his 
delivciance,  he  imm,ediatc]y  found  himfelf  and  his 
boric  within  the  ciofe  and  fanduary  of  the  priory, 
in  a  fafe  afylum,  and  fo  fooled  his  enemy.  'Ihii  is 
laid  lo  have  happened,    1314. 

A  niemorial  of  tliis  niirade  was  engraven  on  a 
plate  of  copper,  whereon  was  die  effigies  of  the 
knight,  his  horfc,  Sec.  and  nailed  on  the  gate  of  the 
prioiv,  and  ^v•as  fecn  by  Eralmus  ;  who  alio  ob- 
Icrves,  that  there  was  preferved  one  joint  of  a  fin- 
ger of  St.  Peter,  as  large  as  that  of  the  Coloffus  at 
Rhodes,  Sec. 

But 

'  Parkin. 
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But  this  fo  famous  image  of  ilic  T.acly,  was  in  the 
,30th  of  Henry  VIII.  brought  bv  the  lord  high  cham- 
berlain Cromwell  to  Cliellea  by  London,  and  there 
publicly  burnt. 

The  feal  of  the  priory  u'as  on  the  one  fide,  the 
efhgies  of  the  Virgin  feated,  and  the  child  Jehus  iu 
her  arms  ;  on  the  reverfe  the  front  or  welt  end  of 
the  priory  church. 

The  oftcrin^^s  to  this  Lady,  one  year,  amounted 
to  260I.  J2S.  4d. 

The  fcite  of  this  priory,  .Sec.  was  fold  bv  Henry 
VIII.  for  90!.  to  Thomas  Sidney,  gent,  of  \\'alfmo-- 
ham  Parva  :  the  grant  is  dated  November  7,  ao.  9\, 
and  he  died  feiied  of  it  in  1544. 

This  Si'dney,  ns  fir  Henry  Spelm.an  relates,  •was 
go^-ernor  of  the  Spittal  in  this  town,  and  employed 
by  the  to^vnfmen  to  buy  die  fcite  of  the  priory  vfor 
the  ufe  of  the  town,  but  obtained  and  kept  it  to  hira- 
fclf  He  was  brother  to  Nicholas  Sidney,  anceltor 
to  the  earls  of  Leiceiter, 

Thomas  Sidney,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas 
aforefaid,  poffelfed  it  on  his  fathers  death ;  was  cus- 
tomer of  Lynn,  and  left  by  Barbara  his  wife,  fifter 
of  the  great  fir  Francis  Walfmgham,  two  fons  : 
Thomas,  the  eldefl,  married  iMar)^  daughter  of  fir 
Robert  Southwell,  and  dying  Avithout  iifue,  fir  Henry 
Sidney,  knt.  his  brother,  fucceeded,  and  married 
Jane  daughter  of  L'rancis  Jermy,  efq.  of  Brightwell 
in  Sufiolk,  and  having  no  children,  gave  it  to  Ro- 
bert Sidney,  earl  of  Leicefler,  who  afterwards  dif- 
poled  of  it. 
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Grey  Frieijs.  In  this  town  of  Walfingham 
Parva.  was  alio  an  houl'c  or  priory  of  Grey  triers, 
or  Friers  Minors,  or  rather  Garmelites,  founded  by 
the  lady  Elizabeth  de  Burgh,  tountefs  of  Clare,  who 
had  a  pat.-^nt  for  it  in  the  2ifl  of  Edward  III.  by 
leave  obtained  from  the  pope. 

The  prior  r.nd  con\'ent  of  tlie  canons  here,  peti- 
tioned thai  lady  aG;ninfl  this  foundation,  as  their  pa- 
tronefs,  and  exhibited  fevcral  reafons  : 

EirH:,  that  the  pariHi  churches  would  lofe  fo 
TTiiich  ii'.lie  as  would  be  within  the  walls  of  the 
houfe  ihat  was  to  be  built. 

Second! V,  the  paviOioners  would  nepjlec^  the  parifli 
(hurchcs,  go  to  their  oratory,  hear  mafs,  and  make 
their  oh'eriugs,   J\.c.  there. 

Thirdlv,  that  ihc  goods  of  the  prefent  i)riory  and 
canons  would  not  keep  them  half  a  year,  much  Icfs 
if  any  otiicr  order  fliould  come  into  the  town  ;  and 
whereas  this  order  propoles  to  give  caution  that  they 
will  not  prejudice  the  prefent  priory  ;  no  caution 
can  be  taken,  for  they  are  to  have  no  lands,  nor 
goods,  by  virtue  of  their  i  ule  ;  or  can  or  ought  to 
piocure  anv  new  habitation  without  the  popes  leave, 
n;ider  pain  of  excommunication  ;  and  they  have 
places  enough  alicady  hereabouts,  viz.  at  Burnham 
on  one  fide,  and  at  Snitcrlcy  (aUas  Blakeney)  on  the 
other  fide,  kc. 

In  the   Sdi  of  Richard  11.   they  had   a  grant   for 
fuming  the  way  leading   from  North  Balham,  and 
•  ijulolmg  it,  to  enlarge  their  manie. 
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In  the  reign  of  Henry  YI.  Richard  duke  of  York, 
their  patron,  aliened  to  them  a  meffuage,  three  acres 
of  land,  a  garden,   four  tenements,    'Lc. 

Robert  Grey,  of  W^airingham,  gave  by  will,  in 
1514,  to  the  friers,  two  pair  of  ceniors  of  filver,  of 
ten  marks  value  each. 

Robert  Pigot,  buried  here  1491,  gi\cs  6s.  Sd.  for 
his  burial,  6s.  8d.  to  pray  for  his  loui,  and  6s.  8d. 
for  a  breakTaft. 

The  fcire  of  this  houfe  was  granted  to  John  Eyer, 
efq.  February  20,  in  the  35th  of  Henry  YIII.  then 
in  the  tenure  of  Roger  Towiifhend  and  Thomas  Sid- 
iiev,  valued  at  iis  dilTolution  at  3I.  per  ann.  and  iii 
or  near  to  it  was  a  lady  anchorcis  in  1526,   &c. 

The  church  of  this  friery  is  faid  to  have  been 
fifty-lour  paces  long,  and  thirty-two  broad  ;  and  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  great  tower  in  the  middJo 
of  it,   ten  paces. 

The  free-fchool  in  New  Walfrngham  is  faid  to  be 
founded  by  one  Bond,  wlio  fettled  43I.  per  ann.  on 
the  mafler,  kc.  Robert  Baxter,  at  Aylfham,  by  his 
uill,  dated  April  2,    1372,   feems  to  be  a  benefactor. 

The  bridewell  was  antiently  a  fpittal-hoafe  :  we 
find  it  mentioned  in  i486  ;  and  in  1491,  Robert 
Pigot,  by  his  will,  dated  Septem.bcr  13,  gives  his 
mcffuages,  called  the  Spittal-houfes, with  the  lands.  Sec. 
thereto  belonging,  in  VValfingham  and  Houghton, 
to  Robert  Godfrex',  of  WaKinghara,  and  others. 


la 


g5  II  U  N  D  R  E  D     OF 

In  16- V  bv  an  account  ihen  taken  of  thoft:  in 
this  town  who  ueic  above  fixiccn  years,  the  number 
is  laid  to  have  been  five  hundred  and  three. 

This  town   gave  title' to  the  late  lady  Melofina  de 
Schulemburgh,    created    by   George   I.    counicfs   of 
Waliin-hara,  April  10,    1722. 

WARHAM,  fo  called  from  its  fcite  by  a  river, 
and  a  wairy  place  or  ham  ;  thus  Warhara  in  Dor- 
fetlliire,  Ware  in  Hertfordfliire,   Sec.'" 

It  was  held  of  Gert,  a  younger  fon  of  the  great 
carl  Godwyn,  brother  to  king  Harold,  llain  with 
him  at  the  battle  of  Mailings  ;  and  on  his  death 
granted  to  Walter  GifiPard,  created  earl  of  Bucking- 
ham by  ihc  Conqueror. 

In  this  town  was  a  manor,  5L*c.  belonging  to  the 
lordfhip  of  Wclis,  held  by  Aldit  at  the  lurvey. 

Warham-Hall  Manor.  How  long  Aldit  en- 
joved  it  does  not  appear  :  it  is  probable  it  came 
loon  after  to  Walter  Giflard,  carl  of  Bucks,  who  dy- 
ing without  iffue,  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Hert- 
ford, Sec.  (dcfcended  from  Rohais  fiRcr  and  co-heir 
of  the  faid  Walter,  who  married  Richard  Fitz  Gil- 
bert, alias  de  Clare)  anceflor  of  the  earls  of  Hert- 
ford and  Clare,  &c.  inherited  the  fame  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I. 

In  the  p^id  of  Flenry  III.  Richard  de  Clare,  earl 
of  Glouccllcr  and  Hertford,  granted  to  his  brother, 
William  de  Clare,  this  lordfliip,  wiih  that  of  Wells, 
kc.  and  in  the  3r^th  of  that  king,  the  abbot  of  Fon- 
tciiov  in  Normandv,  had  the  adsowlun  ol  the  church 

in 
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in  exchange  for  Wells.  He  is  laid  to  be  poifoncd 
in  ihe  lecond  of  ihc  laid  ix'ign,  and  on  his  dcadi, 
this  united  manor  came  to  his  biothcr  Richard. 

Gilbert  earl  of  Clare  and  Gloucefler,  being  flaiii 
?t  Bannockibiun  in  Scotland,  in  the  7th  of  Edward 
.11.  his  inheritance  v/as  divided  between  his  three  fis- 
ters  and  co-heirs  :  1.  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Piers  dc 
Gravefton,  (king  Edward's  great  favourite)  re-married 
10  Hugh  de  Audley,  earl  of  Gloucefter ;  a.  Alianore, 
the  wife  of  Hugh  le  Defpcncer,  jun.  and  3.  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  John  de  Burgh,  fon  and  heir  of  Richard 
earl  of  Ulfter,  in  Ireland;  and  in  1328,  William  le 
Zouche,  lord  of  Glamorgan,  prcfcnted  to  the  church 
uf  AH  Saints  in  this  town,  as  lord  in  right  of  Alia- 
nore his  wife,  late  the  wife  of  Hugh  le  Defpencer. 
the  voungcr  :  and  in  i 'vl '  >  Hugh  le  Defpencer, 
lord  Glamorgan,  prcfented. 

Thomas  lord  Defpencer.  earl  of  Gloucefler,  dy- 
ing ill  the  ill  of  Henry  IV.  left  Richard,  his  fon. 
who  dying  without  iffue  in  1414.  Ifabel,  his  filler 
and  heir,  brought  this  manor  and  advowfon,  to 
Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick. 

Henry  Beauchamp,  duke  of  Warwick,  left  it  to 
his  daughter  and  heir  Ann,  who  dyujg  s.  p.  a  minor, 
it  came  in  the  syth  of  Henry  VI.  to  her  aunt 
and  ht'ir,  x\nn,  the  wife  of  Richard  Nevill,  eari  of 
Warwick,   flaiii  at  Barnet  field. 

His  inheritance  being  fettled  on  his  two  dau2;hters, 
Ifabel  and  Ann,  by  parliament,  Ifabel,  wife  of 
George  duke  of  Clarence,  and  Ann,  of  Richard 
duke  of  Glouceher,  (afterwards  king  of  England} 
who  poifefled  this  ;  and  on  his  deaih,  Henry  VIE 
reftored  this    iordlhip,    8cc,   to    Ann,    the   countefs 
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dowager  of  Warwick,  wlio  conveyed  it,   S<:c.    to  ilie 
faid  king,   from  whom  it  dcicended  lo  Henry  Vlll. 

It  afterwards  was  in  the  Howards  family,  and 
Thomas  Howard,  eail  of  Surry,  in  the  2d  vcar  of 
James  I.  alienid  it  to  Ednmnd  D'Oyly,  efq.  on 
April  2;  from  the  D'Ovlys  it  came  to  the  Bcrnev.% 
and  fo  to  the  Turners:  Sir  JohnTurner,  bart.  beii  g 
the  prefent  lord. 

North-Hall  M.'.nor.  Tin's  part  of  the  tovvn, 
and  part  of  Wells  belonged  to  the  king's  manor  of 
Wic,htoh. 

The  king  had  alfo  in  Warham  lands,  ^c.  belong- 
ing to  his  manor  oi  Halt. 

This  lordfliip  Henry  1.  granted  to  Robert  fon  of 
Ernifius,  whofe  fon  Eudo  held  it,  and  Robert,  Eudo's 
ion,  rebelling  againfl  king  John,  he,  by  letters  pa- 
tent dated  September  15,  in  his  loth  year,  gave  it 
to  Jeiirey  Fitz-Piers,  carl  of  EfTex,  with  lands  in 
W''ells  and  Maflmgham,  8cc.  forfeited  by  the  flatute 
De  Urris  Nor-mannorum,  whofe  fons  Jeffrey  and  Wil- 
liam de  Magnavile,  both  carls  of  EfTex,  by  his  firft 
%vife,  inherited  and  held  it  of  the  honour  of  Glou- 
ceftcr. 

On  their  demifes  s.  p.  it  came  to  John  P'ifz- 
John,  dcfccnded  by  a.fecond  wife  from  the  aforefaid 
Jcfircy  Fitz-Pctcr,  who  held  it  in  the  4di  of  Ed- 
Vvaicf  I.  ■ 

Richard  Fitz-Jojni  enjoyed  on  his  brother's  death, 
being  a  baron  of  the  realm,  and  granted  it  in  the 
()ih  of  Edwaid  \.  to  fir  1  homas  de  W^evland,  and 
his   cflate    being   tonfiiciitcd,    8vC.    it    came  to    the 

crown. 


NORTH    GREEN  HOE.         99 

crown,  and  remained  till  Edward  II.  gave  it  to 
fir  Walter  de  Norwich  in  fee-farm,  by  deed,  dated 
at  Windfor,   November  22,  A°.  11. 

On  the  death  of  fir  John,  it  defcended  to  Cathe- 
rine Brews,  a  nun,  at  Dartford,  in  Kent,  who  held 
it  in  the  I'ft  of  Richard  II.  and  by  her  truftees  it 
fecms  to  have  been  conveyed  fome  years  after  to  fir 
Robert  Knowles,  William  Cakhorpe,  jun.  Sec.  who 
held  it  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV. 

Thomas  Stede,  by  his  will  dated  December  20, 
1501,  bequeaths  to  Thomas  his  fon  and  heir,  the 
manor  of  North-hall,  and  William,  his  brother, 
died  lord,  in  1540,  and  was  buried,  as  was  his  fa- 
ther, Thomas,  at  Warham. 

The  D'Oylys  feem  to  inherit  it  from  the  Stedcs, 
and  quarter  their  arms,  argent,  a  lion  rampant,  a- 
zure,  and  fo  is  now  united  to  the  odier  manors  of  the 
D'Oylys.* 

The  billiop  of  Norwich's  lordfhip  of  Hindrlng- 
ham  extended  into  this  town  at  the  furvey. 

Alan  earl  of  Richmond  had  alfo  a  lordfliip  in 
this  town. 

At  the  furvey,  Odo  bifliop  of  Baieux,  in  France, 
the  Conqueror's  half  brother,  had  two  focmen,  with 
half  a  carucate  of  land  :  this,  on  Odo's  rebellion 
againfl  William  II.  came  probably  to  the  aforefaid 
Alan  earl  of  Richmond. 

H  Hales' 

*  Sec  the  Baronetage  of  England, 
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Hales'  Manor.  Ribald,  who  held  this  manor 
under  Alan  carl  of  Richmond,  was  his  brodier,  and 
lord  of  Midicham  in  YorkOiirc. 

In  the  1 8th  of  king  John,  Robert  Nugun  con- 
veyed to  Bartholomew  de  Wighton,  the  advowfon 
of  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  this  town  ; 
and  In  the  24th  of  Henry  III.  Bartholomew  fold 
lands  here  to  William  dc  Boton  and  Agnes  his  wife, 
and  was  then  patron  of  the  aforefaid  church. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  TI.  fir, Stephen  de  Hales 
held  it,  who  dying  5.  p.  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir 
of  his  brother  Thomas  Hales,  brought  it  by  mar- 
riage to  William  Rokewode,  fen.  and  fo  to  William 
Rokewode,  cfq.  his  fon,  by  whofc  daughter  and  co- 
heir Agnes,  it  came  to  fir  Nicholas  Appleyard,  whofe 
defcendant  John  Appleyard,  cfq.  in  the  3d  and  4th 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  paffed  this  manor  of  Warham- 
Hales,  cScc.  with  a  fold  courfe  in  this  town,  AVells.. 
.^■c.  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Warhara, 
to  Ralph  Symonds,    efq. 

After  this  It  was  In  the  D'Oylys  of  Shottifliam, 
and  Henry  D'Oyly,  efq.  died  lord  in  1597,  ''■'^^^  ^^' 
mund  D'Oyly,  efq.  died  polleired  of  the  manor  of 
Warham-Hales,  Warham  North-Hall,  and  Warham 
manors,  in  1610. 

Sir  W^illiara  D'Oyly,  bart.  was  lord  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  and  alienated  this  with  much  of  his 
.patrimony. 

RIcliard  Bemey,  efq.  poffeffed  it  in  the  reign  of 
William  III.  and  by  a  decree  in  chancery  In  1  709, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  was  purchafcd  by 
Sir  (Jhnilcs  Turner. 

Sir 
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Sir  Charles  was  defccndcd  from  Charles  Turner, 
gent,  of  Whiironfet,  in  Launditch  hundred,  who  had 
by  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  two  fons.  i.  Sir  John  Tur- 
ner, of  Lynn;  2.  William  Turner,  efq.  of  North 
Elmham.  Sir  John  died  i.  p.  and  William  marr*)'- 
ing  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Spooner,  of  North  Elm- 
ham,  was  father  of  fir  Charles  Turner,  bart.  of 
Warham  aforcfaid. 

Sir  Charles  married  firft,  Ann,  daughter  of  Ro- 
bert Walpole,  efq.  of  Houghton,  in  Norfolk,  (filter 
of  Robert,  earl  of  Orford)  and  was  created  a  ba- 
ronet April  27,  17^27,  by  George  I.  His  fecond 
wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  fir  William  Blois,  of 
Grundefburgh  in  Suffolk,  relicl  of  fir  Nevil  Catlyn,  of 
Kirby-Cane  in  Norfolk:  he  was  member  of  parliament 
for  Lynn,  and  a  teller  of  the  exchequer,  and  on 
November  22,  1738,  dying  without  heir  male,  was 
lucceeded  in  eflate  by  his  brother.  Sir  John  Turner, 
bart.  colle61or  of  Lynn,  who  died  1739,  and  by  his 

wife,    daughter  of  Allen,    of  London,    left  fir 

John  Turner,  bart.  his  fon,  the  prefent  lord  of  this 
town,  and  late  member  of  parliament  for  Lynn.  Sir 
John  ferved  the  office  of  mayor  twice,  and  repre- 
fcntcd  this  anticnt  borough  many  years,  with  the 
flrideft  attention  to  the  interefls  of  the  trade  and 
profperity  of  the  nation:  And,  confidered  as  a  ma- 
gillrate  and  man  of  bufincfs,  was  certainly  one  of 
the  moll  ufeful  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

He  married  Mifs  Ncal,  daughter  of  Robert  Neal, 
efq,  formerly  member  of  parliament  for  Wootton 
Baffett,  in  Wiltfhire,  by  whom  he  has  two  daugh- 
ters, one,  lady  of  fir  M,  B.  Folkes,  bart.  of  Hil- 
lington,  and  the  elder,  married  to  Robert  Hales, 
efq.  colledor  of  the  cufloms  at  Lynn. 

H  2  "  Warham," 
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"  W'arham,"  favs  Mr.  Arihur  Young,  "  the 
feat  of  fa  John  Turner,  ihe  fituaLion  of  vvhiLh  is  the 
rhod  beautiful  in  Norfolk,  and  as  much  worth  view- 
ing.  as  half  the  houfes  to  which  travellers  are  fo 
eager  to  run.  The  houfe  (lands  on  the  brow  of  a 
gently  rifing  hill,  backed  to  the  north  with  very  fine 
plantations  of  fifty  vears  growth.  They  have  fomc- 
%\hat  the  appearance  of  a  crefcent  form,  flieltering 
from  the  north,  eafl,  and  wefl,  and  opening  to  the 
fouth,  down  over  a  beautiful  winding  vale,  and  then 
commnnding  a  rich  \arjed  profpe6l  of  dillant  inclo- 
fiires.  Some  villages  and  churclies,  fcattered  about 
the  view,  and  a  large,  though  regular,  water  in  the 
vallev,  all  tend  to  make  it  chearfui,  while  the 
thick  woods  which  crown  the  tops  of  fc\'cral  hills, 
and  the  groves  that  fink  into  the  vale,  throw  a 
pifturcfque  beauty  over  the  fcene,  that  cannot  fail 
to  III  ike  the  fpeciator." 

The  plantations,  which  extend  to  Holkham  park, 
and  the  other  ufeful  and  ornamental  improvements 
made  bv  fir  John,  do  him  much  honor  ;  whether 
confidered  as  a  general  benefit  to  the  country,  or 
locally  as  a  proof  of  his  tafte  and  judgment. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  town,  and  near  the  river  arc 
the  remains  of  a  large  Danifli  camp  of  three  in- 
trcnchmcnts,  more  perfcd  than  any  other  in  the 
county ;  hui  this  may  be  attributed  chiefly,  to  it.% 
having  been  for  many  years  in  the  poffcllion  of  a 
gentleman  whofe  veneration  for  antiquity  prelerves 
it  from  the  ravage  of  an  ignorant  tenant,  who  would 
either  level  it  by  the  plow,  or  rob  it  of  materials  to 
mend  roads,  &C.  to  avoid  which  he  has  taken  it 
into  his  own  hands.  The  form  of  the  works  arc 
circular,  and  confift  of  an  inner  and  outer  circum- 

vallation, 
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Vallan'on,  with  ditches  intervening.  The  ramparts 
are  thirty  feet  high,  and  the  principal  entrance  ieems 
to  have  been  horn  the  cart.  The  whole  compre- 
hends nine  acres,  arid  the  lands  about  it  arc  called 
*'  The  liurroughs  ;''  but  what  is  the  nioR  indifputa- 
Lie  evidence  of  its  origin  and  ufe,  is,  that  the  low 
grovuids  which  were  formerly  a  morafs  in  front  of 
the  camp  are  Aill  called,  by  the  people,  and  in  old 
writings,  '•'  Sweiro  Aieadow,"  from  Swain,  the  noble 
Dane. 

The  windmill  fouth  of  tlrits,  in  Wighton  parifh, 
(lands  en  the  corner  of  a  fnnilar  entrenchment, 
much  defaced;  and  opj^ofite  to  it,  where  Crabs- 
caftlc,  a  farm-houfe,  now  flands,  \vas  an£)ther  of  the 
fame  form  and  extent. 

Here  were  three  churchps — All  Saints — -St.  jMaiy 
— and  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  AH  Saints  is  a  rcclorv, 
and  is  in  the  patronage  of  the  king.  The  church 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  is  alio  n  re6lory,  and  confoli- 
dated  with  that  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  Novem- 
ber I  2,    1  730. 

'  The  Rev.  James  Robin  Ton,  reflor  of  Wells,  was 
prefented  to  the  re61ory  of  Warham  All  Saints, 
1762,  by  the  crown. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Goodwvn  was  prefented  to  the 
retlory  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  v/idi  St.  Mary  the 
Virgin,    1749,  by  Sir  John  Turner,   bart. 

In  this  town  was  alfo  a  chapel,  with  its  cemi- 
tary,  or  yard,  which  before  the  diffolution  belonged 
Xo  the  nunnery  of  Bradholme,  and  being  ruinous 
was  granted  June  11,  in  the  ^th  of  Ehzabeth,  to 
Cecilia  Pykerell,  of  Norwich,  widow,  which  flie, 
H3  thf 
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the  dav  following,  conveyed  to  Nicholas  Mynnc,  of 
Bafhcira,   efq, 

WELLS,  called  in  the  grand  fuiv^'v.  Guella,  ag 
feated  on  a  rivulet,  near  the  great  BritiQi  ocean  : 
Guy,  Oui  and  Wy,  are  Britifli  AAords,  and  many 
livers  which  bear  thefc  names. "^^  The  Conqueror 
gave  the  principal  lordfliip  here  to  Aldit,  and  it  was 
the  only  one  diat  he  poffcllcd  in  this  county  :  it  ex- 
tended into  Warham. 

Stafford's  Manor.  How  long  Aldit  pofTefTed 
it  does  not  appear  ;  after  him  the  Giffards,  earls  of 
Bucks,  were  lords  of  it,  from  whom  it  came  to  the 
earls  of  Clare,  wiih  Warhara-hall  manor. 

In  the  i4ih  of  Edward  L  Gilbert  de  Clare,  carl 
of  Glouccfler,  kc.  claimed  wreck  of  fea,  ajid  it 
was  found,  that  if  a  fliip  was  in  danger  of  a  wreck, 
none  of  the  men  of  Wells,  Holkham,  Sec.  dared  to 
help,  for  fear  of  the  carl  of  Gloucefler's  baililf  ; 
that  if  the  fliip  was  broke,  and  all  ihe  men  drown- 
ed, the  earl  had  all  the  goods,  but  if  a  dog  v.-as  left 
alive,  then  only  a  moiety  ;  and  diat  the  earl  had  a 
court  in  North  Grcenhoc  hundred,  in  which  if  any 
one  was  injured,  it  was  difhcult  to  ha\e  any  remed)'. 

On  the  death  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  in  the  yth  of 
Edward  IL  his  eflate  being  divided  between  his 
three  fiflers  and  co-heirs,  this  lordfliip  came  to  Marr 
garet,  who  married  firft,  Piers  de  Gavefton,  (the 
king's  great  favourite)  and  after,  Hugh  de  Audley, 
who  in  her  right  was  lord  of  this  town,  and  carl  of 
Gloucefler  ;  and  on  his  death,  in  the  21  ft  of  Edw. 
III.  it  defccndcd  to  his  only  daughter,  Margaret, 
vvife  of  Ralpli  lord  Stafford. 

•  rarkin. 


NORTH     GREENHOE.       '105 

In  this  familv  it  continued  till  the  attainder  of 
Edward  Stafford,  duke  of  Bucks,  who  was  beheaded 
May  13,  1521  ;  and  on  July  12,  in  the  I4ih  of 
■Henry  Mil.  it  was  granted  to  ThoiPias  Howard, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  fo  remained  in  that  family 
I  ill  the  attainder  and  death  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
in  1572. 

Tames  I.  in  the  be<iinnino:  of  his  reign,  p;ave  it  to 
Henry  Ho\vard,  carl  of  Northampton,  and  in  1626, 
1  homas  Howard,  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrv,  was 
lord. 

In  the  13th  of  Charles  H.  John  Dix,  alias  Ram- 
fey,  of  Wickmere  in  Norfolk,  heir  to  his  uncle, 
John  Dix,  deceafed,  (a  truflee  for  Thomas,  late  earl 
of  Arundel)  being  feifed  of  it,  for  the  -pavment  ot 
that  carl's  debts,  granted  and  rekafed  it  to  fir  Wil- 
liam Playters,  of  Satrerlev  in  Suffolk,  bart.  and  fir 
Richard  Onflow,  of  W^cR  Clendon  in  Surry,  knt. 

After  this,  it  was  poflefTed  by  Thomas  lord  A.fl;- 
ley,  and  by  him  fold  to  adm.iral  (ir  Cloudefley  Slio- 
vcll,  and  fo  paffed  to  fir  Charles  Turner,  bart. 
whofe  nephew,   fir  John  Turner,   is  the  prelent  lord. 

Norman's  Manor.  This  part  of  the  to-wn  -was 
a  beruite  to  the  Conqueror's  lorufliip  of  VVighton, 
and  feems  to  have  remained  in  the  crown  till  Henry 
I.  who  granted  it  to  Robert  fon  of  Ernifius  ;  and 
being  afterwards  foifeited  to  the  crown,  was  granted 
to  Jctfrey  Fitz  Piers,  earl  of  Eilex,  with  North-hali 
manor  in  Warhara. 

In  the  36th  of  Henry  VIII.  Ralj)h  Symonds  died 
poirefTed  of  it.  Fiom  the  Symonds's  it  came  to 
Edward  Clerk,  gent,  and  after  to  Mr.  Curtis,  mer- 
chant, of  Weils. 

H4  u 
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At  the  fiirvey  the  Conqueror  had  alfo  a  lordfhip 
of  which  Godric  was  his  baihfF,  or  fleward. 

This  fee  (eems  to  have  been  in  the  earls  of  Clare, 
and  fo  united  to  the  capital  manor  of  Stafford. 

Alan  earl  of  Richmond  had  alfo  a  lordfliip  here 
and  in  War  ham. 

Roger  lord  Valoins,  fon  of  Peter,  who  founded 
the  priorv  of  Binham,  gave  to  that  priory  all  the 
lands  of  his  fee  here  ;  as  did  many  other  proprietors 
of  lands  in  this  parifh,.  all  which  at  the  dilTolution, 
were  granted,  Nov.  13,  ia  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII. 
to  fir  Thomas  Pailon. 

In  the  reign  of  James  I.  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
Edmund  D'Oyly,  of  ShotiiOiam,  cfq.  and  fir  Clou- 
deiley  Shovell  had  it  about  1700;  afterwards  fir 
Charles  Turner,  bait,  and  now  fu"  John  Turner,  of 
Warham. 

The  church,  which  is  a  rectory,  dedicated  to  All 
Saints,  is  a  regular  pile,  built  of  flint  and  other 
flone,  as  moft  churches  are  in  Norfolk  ;  confifting 
of  a  nave,  north  and  fouth  ille,  with  a  chancel,  co- 
vered with  lead,  and  a  four-fquaie  tower,  with  fix 
bells. 

Over  the  fouth  door  in  the  church,  the  hiflory  of 
the  flood  is  painted,  and  over  the  north  door  that 
of  Jonas. 

On  a  grave-flone   near  the  communion  table,   is 
the   portraiture  of  a  pricft,  in  brafs  :    On  two  labels 
—Jfju  mercy  ; — Lady  help ;— and  Orate  p.  aia.  Tho- 
me 
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me  Bradley  qui  quondam  fuii  reflor  tcci  ie  de  Wellys,  et 
qui  Juit  jjbeudarius  eccfie  dc  Flefjx,   061.  r^,    1499' 

Over  the  veflry  door,  on  the  north  wall,  a  little 
tablet  of  marble,  with  the  arms  of  Murray,  aztire 
three  mullets,  argent,  in  a  double  treirurc  of  Scot- 
land — Lector,  hue  eft  monuriwitwn  Kentigtrni  Moravi, 
thcolog.  philofoph.  ajlroium.  iiigenio  felici  tt  exculto,  d 
vita  integcrrima ;  qui  inter  Scotos  oriwidas,  antiqua 
Moravorum  familia  libcralium  artium  cognitione  aniinum 
Andreopoli  in  Leonardino  collegio  induit,  et  ibidem  h. 
undecem  annos  philofophia  projejjiom  r.obilibus  undiq ; 
jiivenibus  frequentafa  cptimam  bona  mentis  cuUuravi  auxit 
ct  prpbavit,  ouiuibus.  Exindc  in  Angliam  commigram,, 
alieno  Jolo  degens,  iiidigena  tji  habitus,  nam  hie  annor, 
tnginta  duor.  Jacro  defunBiis  minijierio,  pajior  gre-^n 
amantijjimus,  eiq;  Juo  merito  charijfinius  viyfla,  Jymmyf- 
tu  conjundiffwius ;  defideratus  cbt.  vioriens  collegiG  Lea- 
nardi/io  lectijfunis  mult  is  inJlruSlam  lihris  [nam  kfraxjtt 
biblwthecam,  nujlrorum  pauperum  inopiam  rcdditu  fub!e^ 
vavit,  annus,  et  Juccfjfuram  Juor.  coramodis  manijife 
pro/peril. 

In  the  eafl  window  were  the  arms  of  lord  Stafftv;r?, 
or,  a  chevron,  gules,  impaling  thofe  of  Thomas  of 
■Woodflock,  duke  of  Gloucefler  ;  alfo  Stafford  and 
Nevill — and  argent,  three  lioncells  paflant,  in  pale. 

On  a  gravc-ftone  creftcd  in  the  chnrch  yard  (a 
the  memory  of  William  Wells,  obit  Aug.  2,    1744, 

Though  winds  ajid  waves  Jiave  tofl  mc  t)  and  fro. 
By  Gods  decree  I  harbour  here  belorv  ; 
Where  I  do  ride  zuith  many  of  our  fleet, 
B-eady  to  fail  our  Admiral  Chnjl  to  mat. 

Thcri 
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There  is  a  brafs  eagle,  for  the  Bible,  and  to  read 
the  leflbns  :  alfo  a  gallery  and  pews  handlomcly  fit- 
ted up. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  James  Robinfon  was  prcfented  to 
this  recoiA'  bv  his  father,  Mr.  James  Robinfon,  in 
'7.55'  ^^'^^o  afterwards  conveyed  the  patronage  to  a 
&;cntleman  at  Briflol. 


& 


The  town  of  Wells  is  fituated  on  a  rifino:  q;round, 
at  the  upper  end  of  a  fpacious  harbour,  which  rims 
through  the  falt-marflics  into  the  Briiilh  ocean,  one 
mile  below  the  town, 

The  improvement  of  this  harbour  in  likclv  to  be- 
come a  fubjecl  of  litigation,  between  the  lord  ol  tlie 
manor  and  merchants  trading  to  and  Irom  the  port  ; 
we  fl)all,  therefore,  only  remark,  that  the  buiinels 
done  here  is  verv  great,  cfpeci&lly  in  corn  and  malt 
exported  fiom  tins  town. 

Tlie  import  of  coals  from  NewcaRle  and  Sunder- 
land, iicre  and  at  Blakeney,  fupply  m.oll  of  the 
northern  hundreds  in  Norfolk,  and  are  conveyed  by 
land  carriage  as  far  up  the  country  as  Eali  Dereham, 
and  the  a\'erage  price  is  from  twenty-three  to  twenty- 
fe\'en  Qiillings  per  chaldron  at  the  quay.  The  har- 
])0ur  is  extremely  difficult  of  accefs,  and  a  north,  or 
iiordi-ea(l  wind,  often  proves  fatal  to  the  flipping 
oil"  its  mouth  :  bcfj.dcs,  as  there  is  no  current  to 
carry  off  the  fdt  which  every  tide  brings  up  atid 
lea,ves  in  the  creek,  but  a  rcfervoir  kept  in  the 
marihcs,  as  a  back  water  to  fcour  the  channel,  the 
haven  and  navigation  is  in  a  precarious  Hate,  lire 
imporiaiion  of  wine  and  mcrchandile  is  alio  very 
confiderable. 

Wells 
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Wells  has  no  wceklv  Tnarkct,  or  fair.  It  is  dif- 
tant  from  Norwich  thirty-one  miles,  Holt  twelve, 
Walfingham  five,  Fakenham  ten,  Burnham  Iix, 
Lynn  twenty-fix.  Nothing  clfe  worth  notice  occurs, 
excepting  a  fingukir  iuftancc  of  female  prowefs.— 
"  Eliiabcrh  Clavtoa,  near  forty  years  of  age,  .from 
an  earlv  propcnfity  towards  niafculine  emjVioymcnts, 
has  continued  to  dref's  and  work  in  the  capacity  of  a 
fhip-carpenter  for  many  years.  She  drinks,  fwears, 
thews  tobacco,  and  keeps  company  only  with  the 
workmen.  She  is  a  llrong  and  healthy  perfon,  and 
will  employ  her  tongue,  or  fill,  as  inuch  to  the  dan- 
ger of  an  opponent  as  the  boldefl  man.  She  earns 
nine  fliillings  per  week,  and,  as  yet,  has  not  been 
prevailed  on  to  enter  into  the  matrimonial  ftate." 
The  gentleman  who  gave  us  this  anecdote  faw  her. 
Dec.  10,    1778. 

The   great  booterd   plant  has    been   found    near 

Weils. 

WIGHTON.  It  appears  from  Doomfday-book^ 
that  the  royalty  of  this  lordfiiip  was  then  in  the 
crown,  and  had  been  poifeifed  by  Edward  the  Cou- 
feffor,  in  vvhofe  time  it  extended  into  fevcral  towns. 

Henrv  II.  as  lord  and  patron,  gave  this  church 
(by  the  name  of  Witchtune)  to  the  cathedral  church 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Norwich,  fox  the  health  of 
his  own  foul,  his  father  Geffrey's, '  and  his  mother 
^tlauci's,  and  his  grandfather' s  Henry  I-   &c. 

Soon  after  this  William  de  Kaion,  or  ICen,  had. a 
grant  of  this  lordfhip,  to  be  held  of  the  crown  by 
pne  fee :  this  yVilliam  gave  to  the  faid  church  of 
Norwich,  all   the   right   and  juiiididion.    which  he 

had 
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liad    in    ihe   lands    belonging    to    them,   as    lord   of 
North  Grcenhoe  hundred,  and  this  town. 

In  the  29th  of  Hcnr\-  III.  Philip  de  Albiny  was 
lord,  on  a  grant  from  that  king,  being  foiteited  by 
Ken,  who  is  fliled  the  Norman,  and  a  rebel. 

In  the  1  fl  of  Edward  I.  it  was  found  that  Wil- 
liam de  Ken  had  fold  confiderable  part  of  the  de- 
means, and  in  his  15th  year,  Joan  de  Bernake, 
widow  of  Jeffrey  de  Lyfignan,  had  an  intcreft 
herein,  and  held  the  fame  as  guardian  to  her  (on 
Jeffrey,  who,  in  the  ifl  of  Edward  II.  had  enfe- 
offed Richard  de  Walfmgham  of  200  acies  of  land, 
^c.  in  this  mjinor. 

Drogo  de  Merlaw,  nephew  and  heir  to  Jeffrey, 
gave  lool.  relief  for  theic.  and  the  manor  of  Paun- 
ton,  in  Lincolnfhire,  Sec.  on  ^\hofe  death  in  the 
1  ith  of  Ed\vard  II.  thev  came  to  his  two  dajiihters 
and  co-heirs  ;  Joan,  the  wife  of  Ralph,  earl  of 
Ewe  and  Guyfncs,  in  France,  and  Margaret  a  minor. 

Robert,  earl  of  Ewe,  and  conllable  of  France, 
who  held  this  iordfhip  with  the  hundred,  taking  part 
with  Philip  de  Valois  king  of  France,  forfeited  them, 
and  being  taken  prifoner  in  the  1  gth  of  Edward  III. 
at  Caen,  in  Normandy,  paid  eighty  tliouiand  florins 
for  his  ranfom. 

In  the  following  ^■ear,  Philippa,  queen  of  Eng- 
land, enjoyed  them,  as  did  fir  Robert  Knowles  in 
the  4^th  of  ihat  king;  and  in  the  next  year  they 
ivere  granted  to  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaflcr, 
with  the  manor  of  Fakcnham,  on  June  25,  and  fo 
became  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Lancafler,  and  Icdged 
in  the  crown. 

In 
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In  the  6th  year  of  Charles  I.  Wighton  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  city  of  London,  for  1262I.  14s.  3d. 
the  fee-farm  rent  to  the  crown  being;  4r,I.  is.  ud. 
per  ann.  and  the  truftees  for  the  city  fold  it  to  Huin- 
phrey  Bedingfield,  efq.  whofe  grandlon,  Chriftopher 
Bedingfield,  efq.  counfellor  at  law,  died  feiled  in 
1750,  leaving  three  daughters  and  co-heirs,  and 
conveyed  by  them  to  the  late  carl  of  LeiceUer. 
Thomas  William  Coke,  efq.  of  Holkham,  is  the 
prcfent  lord  and  patrpn. 

The  ancient  family  of  the  Geggs  had  a  conlider- 
able   eftate   here,  which  came  by  marriage,  to   thd 

Bedingfields. 

The  hall,  feat  of  the  late  Chriflopher  Bedingfield, 
efq.  IS  a  good  maafion  on  the  fummit  near  ihc 
church,  with  a  plantation  of  full-grown  trees  to  the 
north.  On  the  gateway  is  a  dial,  Redceme  your 
Twie,  1651.  Much  of  this  parifli  belongs  to  fir  John 
Turner,  of  Warham,  and  the  mo  ft  beautiful  view 
or  his  houfe  and  improvements  adjoining,  are  from 
a  road  croffing  the  north  end  of  the  village  of 
Wighton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  is  a 
large  regular  building,  with  a  north  and  fcuth  illc, 
covered  with  lead,  and  a  chancel,  with  a  fquarc 
tovv^er,  and  four  bells;  was  antiently  a  rectory  iu 
the  gift  of  the  crown. 

The  prioiies  of  Walfmghara,  CaRleacre  and  Bin- 
ham  had  lands  here  and  tithes. 

In  the  north  ifle  is  an  altar  tomb,  of  black  and 
■white  marble,  with  the  arms,  quarterly,  of  Bacon, 
gules,   on  a  chief,  argent,  two  muUeis,   fable,  in  the 

liril 
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Hundred  of  SOUTH  GREENHO 


x^. 


/^•^^f'^1<:"'5^""^HIS  hundred  Is  bounded  on  the  fouth 
?j;  ^  "^  by  the  WilTey,  or  Stoke  river,  \\  hich 
w  N^^  fcparates  it  from  the  hundred  of  Grini- 

v!*4'---Iil--2--."'5  ^^■^°*^'  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^y  ^  rivulet  that  rifes 
xL-^-.'t'y.-Ji  g^  Shinghain  and  empties  itfelf  into  the 

Wiffey    a  Httle   above  Stoke,   from   the   hundred   of 

Glackclole  ;   on  the  north  it  joins  to  the  hundreds  of 

Freebridge   Lynn  and  Launditch  ;    and  on   the   eail, 

to  thoie  of  Mitford  and  Weyland. 

It  is  an  hundred  of  a  very  large  extent,  and  takes 

its  name  of  Greenhoe  from  the  green  hills,   or  tu- 

A  mull. 
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iTiuli,*  lying  by  ibe  London  road  to  SwafFham,  on 
the  h  atli  between  Cockley  Cley  and  North  Picken- 
liain.  It  is  for  ibe  raofl  part  an  open  champaign, 
country,  and  famous  for  the  number  and  found  feed 
of  fheep,  and  is  called  South  in  refpe6l  to  another 
Innidrcd  of  the  fame  name  that  lies  in  the  north 
part  of  this  county. 

It  was  at  the  conquefl  the  demefnes  of  the  kings 
of  England,  and  the  king  had  then  fourteen  letes  in 
]•:  :  from  the  crown  it  came  to  the  Albinis,  earls 
of  Arundel,  who  aHo  held  the  hundred  of  Laun- 
ditch. 

In  the  23d  of  Edward  I.    Richard  Fitz-Alan,  earl 
of  Arundel,   gave  and   granted  to  John  fon  of  John 
lord  L'EUrange,   of  Litcham,   all   the   lands   which 
his  father  had   and  held  of  his  fee,   with  the   hun- 
dreds of  South  Greenhoe  and  Launditch,  to  be  held 
by  the  faid  John  and  dementia  his   wife  ;    and  in 
the  21  ft   of  Richard  II.    this  hundred,  with  that  of 
Launditch,  was  granted  by  that  king  to  his  uncle 
John  duke  of  Lancafter  ;   and  in  the  next  year,   they 
were  granted  to  Edmund  of  Langley,  duke  of  York, 
with  the  manors  of  Mileham  and  Bcefton,   late  part 
of  the  poffefhons   of  Richard   earl  of  Arundel,   at- 
tainted :  but  on  the  acceflion  of  Henry  IV.    to  the 
crown,  Thomas,   fon   of   the   faid  Richard   earl  of 
Arundel,  was  rcftoicd   in  blood,    and  to   his  poflef- 
hons,   and  on  the    ifl  of  September,  in   the  7th  of 
Henry  IV.  the  faid  Thomas  earl  of  Arundel,  by  his 
deed  dated  at  Arundel,  gave  and  granted  to  Thomas 
archbifliop    of  Canterbury,    his   uncle,    fir  Thomas 
Camoys,   fa    John   Bohun,   fir  John   Wiltfliire,   kc. 

the 

*  Here  very  antiently,  even  to  the  laft  century,  on  thefe 
hills  the  hundred  cov.rt  v  as  J-iept,  as  appears  from  its  old  rolls. 
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the  hundreds  of  Soiidi  Grcciihoe  and  L.aunditch, 
and  thev  being  feifcd  oi  the  fame,  granted  tlicm  to 
Beatrice  countefs  oi  Arundel,  \virc  of  the  faid  Tho- 
mas, for  life  :  and  the  faid  iir  John  Bohun,  fir  John 
Wiltfliire,  Sec.  in  the  3d  of  Henry  VI.  gave  the 
faid  hundreds  to  Henrv  earl  of  NorLhumberland,  hi 
Ralph  Cromwell,  lord  Cromwell,  and  John  lotd 
Scroop,  to  hold  the  fame  after  the  deccafe  of  the 
alorefaid  Beatrice,  to  them  and  their  heirs  ;  and  the 
laid  Beatrice  dying,  the  aforefaid  Henry  earl  of 
Northumberland,  Ralph  lord  Cromwell,  ^c.  granted 
the  faid  hundreds  in  the  33d  of  Henry  VI.  to  fir 
Thomas  Tuddenham,  knt.  and  his  heirs,  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  fame  ;  by  virtue  of  which  grant  the 
laid  fir  Thomas  was  feifed,  and  took  the  profits  of  the 
fame  during  his  life,  and  on  his  death,  in  1461, 
Margaret  Bedingfield,  widow  of  Thomas  Bcdingfield, 
cl'q.  fiftcr  and  heir  to  the  faid  fir  Thomas  Tudden- 
ham, was  lady  of  this  hundred  of  South  Grecnhoe, 
and  from  her  itdcfcended  to  her  grandfon,  fir  Edmund 
Bedingfield,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  fir  Richard  Be- 
dhigfield,   efq.  of  Oxburgh,  is  the  prefcnt  lord. 

This  whole  hundred  is  in  the  liberty  of  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Norfolk. 

The  number  of  votes  in  this  hundred,  polled  at 
the  great  contefled  eledion  for  knights  of  the  fliire, 
March  2v>,  lybS,  between  fir  Armine  Wodehoufe. 
bart.  Thomas  de  Grey,  cfq.  fir  Edward  Afllcy,  bart. 
and  Weuman  Coke,   efq.  Vv'ere  as  follows  : 


Bradenham,  Eafl  and  Wefl 

Cockley-Cley 

Creflingham,  Great  and  Little 

Didiingtoa 

A  2 


w. 

dcG. 

A. 

C. 

4 

8 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

9 

10 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

F 

0 

ouidon 
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l-'ciuldon         -         -       ,  - 

Gooclcrftone 

Hilbar!;h  -  _  _ 

Hclm-Hale 

Houghton  on  the  Hill 

Narburgh         -         _  _ 

Narfbrd  _  .  - 

Ne(Qon         -  -         - 

Ne^vton  -  - 

Oxburgh  ~  *         ~  5 

Pickcnham,  North  and  South    4 

Sporle  with  Palgrave  -  4 

S  waff  ham  -  -         29. 


\V. 

5 

2 

4 
5 
1 
o 
o 
6 
o 


dcG. 
6 


6 
o 

o 

3 

4 
4 

.51 


C. 

o 
o 
o 

2 
O 
O 
2 
2 
2 
O 
O 
1 

'3 


89 
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Seals  and  principal  hotijcs  in  South  Greenhoe. 


Bodney, 

Bradenham,   Wc/l 
Cock  ley  Cley, 
Crc/fingham^  Little 
JJidlington, 
Hilburgh, 
J\''arburgh, 
Ditto, 
JVarford^ 
JVeclon, 

Pickcnham,   South 
Swajjham, 


Francis  Tafburgh,  efq, 

James  Smyth,  efq. 

John  Richard  Dafhvvood,  efq. 

Earl  Clermont. 

Henry  William  Wilfon,  efq. 

Ralph  Cauldvvell,  efq. 

Sir  Henry  Peyton,  bart. 

Rev.  Henry  Spelman. 

Briggs  Price  Fountain,   efq. 

William  Mafon,   efq. 

1  homas  Lobb  Chute,  efq. 

Anthony  Hammond,  efq. 


The  caflern  part  of  this  hundred  is  a  very  good 
foil,  and  chiefly  inclofed,  and  hath  its  fliare  of 
wood  J  the  vveflern  part  is  open,  and  a  very  poor 

barren 
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barren  Tandy  foil,  though  now  fo  mucli  improved 
by  marling  and  claying,  tliat  it  often  produces  \-ery 
good  crops  of  corn.  It  is  in  extent  from  eaft  to 
weft  about  twelve  miles,  and  from  ioiuh  to  north, 
eleven  ;  and  contains  twcnty-fcjur  parilli  tuwus,  all 
of  which  are  in  the  deanry  of  Cranwick. 

BODNEY.  This  is  a  depopulated  \-illagc,  and 
confifts  only  of  a  manor-houfe,  a  farm-houfe  adjoin- 
ing, and  a  poor  reclory-hoidc,  like  a  cottage,  at  the 
eaft  end  of  the  church-vard :  it  lies  on  the  call  fide 
of  a  little  rivulet  that  runs  by  Creflingham  Magna, 
and  thence  fotuhwards  to  this  place. 

In  Doomfdav-book  it  is  wrote  Bredencia,  and  fo 
takes  its  name  from  its  fcite,  a  dwelling  ur  abode  on. 
the  ^vater. 

This  water,  on  the  melting  of  a  greal  fall  of  fnow, 
or  heavy  rains,  is  very  dangerous,  and  to  be  cauii- 
oufly  avoided. 

On  the  general  diffolution  of  abbies,  this  manor 
came  to  the  crown,  and  was  given  to  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  who  was  lord  in  the  37th  of  Henry  VIII. 
and  in  that  year  the  laid  duke  had  licence  to  alienate 
it,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Langford,  Hilburgh, 
Creffinciham  Magna  and  Parva. 

This  manor  came  into  pofTcffion  of  fir  Edward 
Moftyn,  bart.  of  Moflyn  in  Flintfliire,  and  was  fold 
by  him  to  the  family  of  fir  John  Tafburgh,  of  Flix- 
lon-hall  in  Suffolk,  whofe  lineal  defcendant,  Francis 
Tafburgh,  efq.  is  the  prefent  lord:  he  married  a 
fifter  of  the  late  lord  vifcount  Gage,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  who  is  deceafcd,  but  left  no  children. 

A  3  The 
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1  he  manor-houfc  flaiids  near  tlic  church,  and  Is 
a  large  con\enieiu  oM  lioufe,  bulk  of  chinch,  flonc, 
Sec.  with  good  gardens  and  walks,  adjoining  to  die 
ri\  er  fide. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary;  it  is  a  fin- 
gle  pile  of"  flint,  pebble  flones,  kc.  flanding  on  a 
lifing  ground  near  the  hall,  in  length  about  thirt\'- 
one  feet,  and  eighteen  in  breadth ;  at  the  eafl  end  is 
the  chancel,  of  ec[ual  elevation  and  breadtli,  and 
about  twenty  feet  in  lengrh,  and  fcparated  only  from 
the  body  by  an  arch  of  flone.  On  the  futnmit  of 
the  vvefl  g;able  is  a  fuiali  fione  arch,  wherein  lian2;s 
tlie  bell,  the  rope  coming  through  the  roof  into  the 
church,  which  befpeaks  the  antiquity  of  the  church, 
being  built  (as  is  moft  likely)  in  the  Saxon  age,  and 
the  whole  is  covered  with  tliatch. 

This  reclory  is  valued  in  die  king's  books  at  CI. 
7s.  3d. 

Tlie  patronage  of  this  rc£lory,  or  perpetual  curacy 
of  Bodney,  has  been  in  the  crown  fince  the  i^tli  of 
Elizabeth,  1571  ;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Chamber- 
layne  was  prefcnted  by  George  III.  in  1768,  and 
holds  it,  confolidatcd  with  Great  Creffingham,  0(fto- 
ber  18,  1770. 

BRADENHAM,  EAST.  This  village  lies  at  the 
north-eaff  angle  of  the  liundred,  and  adjoining  to  the 
bundled  of  Mitford.  In  the  Conc]ucror"s  furvey  it 
is  called  Bradeham. 

In  die  ConfefTor's  time  one  Ailid,  a  Saxon  lady, 
held  it,  but  on  the  conquefl  it  became  the  lordfliip 
of  Ralph  Bainard:    it  was  half  a  mile  and  two  fur- 
longs 
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longs  in  length,  and  three  fm  longs   in  bicadili,  and 
was  valued  at  the  furvey  at  1  2I. 

East  Bradenham  Manor.  In  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry II.  this  manor  was  parcel  oC  the  poffeflions  oF 
Saer  de  Quiney,  earl  of  Winchelkr,  who  gave  to 
the  canons  of  Dunmow  in  Efiex,  a  yearly  rent  of 
10s.  iffuing  out  of  this  lordfliip:  he  no  doubt  held 
it  under  the  lord  Bainard,  by  which  family  the  afore- 
faid  abbey  was  founded. 

There  were  long  contefts  for  this  manor  betweea 
the  earls  of  Wincheller  and  Lincoln,  to  whom  it 
dcfcended  by  marriage. 

In  the  2d  of  Edward  II.  1274,  Henry  Lacy,  earl 
of  Lincoln,  conveyed  by  line  this  manor  and  advovv- 
fon  to  Thomas,  abbot  of  Bury,  and  to  the  convent, 
who  was  to  receive  the  earl  as  a  bene[a61or:  this 
earl  died  on  St.  Agatha,  the  virgin,  in  1310,  in 
Chancery-lane,  London,  and  was  buried  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  altar  of  St.  Paul's,  aged  60  years. 

Afterwards,  in  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  the  abbot  of 
Bury,  and  the  heir  of  William  de  Huntingfeld,  are 
faid  to  be  lords  of  this  town. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  the  abbot  of  Bury  held 
this  manor,  and  that  of  Huntingfcld's,  being  toge- 
ther one  knight's  fee,  of  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  that 
earl  of  the  carl  of  Rutland  in  right  of  his  wife, 
who  held  in  capile,  as  parcel  of  his  barony  called 
Bainard,  and  in  this  abbey  this  manor  and  that  of 
Huntingfcld's  (now  united)  continued  till  the  general 
diffolution,  when  the  king  feized  it,  and  in  the  3jtli 
of  his  reign  granted  the  advowfon  of  the  church  to 
Robert  Hogan,  to  be  held  in  capite,  but  the  manor 
A  <\.  was 
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was  fanr.cd  of  the  crown  bv  the  faid  RoIdcil  Ho2;an, 
efq.  and  after  in  queen  Ehzabeth's  time  by  Thomas 
Hogan,  cfq.  for  34I.  13s.  4d.  per  ann.  and  in  the 
34th  of  the  faid  queen,  Henry  Hogaii,  clq.  was  pof- 
fclfcd  in  his  own  riglit,  and  made  a  jf)inture  of  the 
manor  to  Ann  his  wife,  daughter  of  fir  PK-nry  Wode- 
houfc,  of  Waxham,  and  dying  in  the  faid  reign,  left 
Robert  his  fon,  a  minor,  which  Robert,  at  the  inlli- 
gation  of  his  mothei ,  who  had  him  in  ward,  being- 
near  his  full  age,  and  in  his  ficknefs,  of  which  he 
died,  levied  a  fine  in  tlie  icdi  of  James  I.  of  his 
lands  here,  8cc.  part  to  the  ufe  of  his  mother,  then 
the  lady  Caefar,  (being  married  to  (ir  Julius  Cxiar, 
of  Bennington)  concerning  which  there  were  great 
fuits  at  law  between  diis  lady  Cicfar,  and  his  own 
filler,  married  to  Mr.  Day. 

After  this  it  was  pofTcITed  by  the  Hungates,  and 
was  mortgaged  and  fold  by  Henry  Hungatc,  efq. 
who  died  in  1668,  and  then  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Hungatc; 
afterwards  it  came  to  Mr.  Morris,  whofe  niece  being 
married  to  fir  William  Goulfton,  of  London,  who 
prcfented  to  the  church  in  1683,  brought  it  into  that 
iamiiy.  From  fir  William  it  defccnded  to  Maurice 
Goulflon,  efq.   who  fold  it  to  Edmund  Beagn,  clq. 

It  afterwards  came  into  pofTefTion  of  Thomas 
Bridges,  efq.  whofe  w^idow  Ann,  (daughter  of  the  late 
Richard  Jackfon,  efq.  of  Wcafenham)  fince  married 
to  rear-admiral  Derby  of  the  royal  navy,  is  in  pre- 
fcnt  poffelfion. 

HuNTiNGFELD  Hall.     Of   the  Huutingfclds   we 
find   that  Roger,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Huntingfeld 
in  Suflolk,  loon  after  the  conquefl,  affumcd  the  name 
of  his  lordfliip,  and  left  it  to  WiUiam  de  Hunting- 
feld 
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ftlJ  his  icn  and  hch\  w  Ijo  founded  Mcndham  priory 
in  Suilolk,  and  died  in  1  i^r^. 

In  ihc  reign  of  Edward  L  R.oj;er  dc  Fluntingfeld 
\vas  loid  here,  who  was  one  of  tliofe  noble  peers  that 
ient  pope  Boniface  woid  that  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land was  not  of  his  fee,  and  Lhic  he  had  no  jmif- 
diclion  in  temporal  affairs  o\^cr  eidrer  of  the  king- 
doms, which  was  (ublcribed  at  the  parliament  held 
at  Lincoln. 

From  the  lords  Huntingfcid  it  carac  to  die  carls 
of  Suffolk  ;  from  them  to  the  abbey  of  Burv,  and 
at  the  diffolution  it  was  granted  :i\vay  by  Hen.  VIIL 
and  has  had  the  fame  lords  with  the  other  manor 
to  which  it  was  then  united. 

Hammond's  Manor.  In  the  reign  of  Pvichard  IE 
William  lord  Bardolph,  of  \\  ormegay,  had  lands 
here. 

It  afterwards  came  to  the  Hammonds,  and  took 
its  name  from  them;  thence  to  the  Hungates,  and 
by  one  of  that  family  was  joined  to  the  other  manor, 
and  fo  continues. 

This  village  takes  its  name  from  Brade,  which  in 
Saxon  fignifies  Bread,  and  Ham,  a  village  ;  the  houfes 
lying  fcattercd  and  difperfed  about  the  common  at 
this  time.'^ 

In  this  town  arifes  a  fpring,  which  making  a  little 
rivulet,  paifes  by  North  and  South  Pickenham,  Cref- 
lingham  Magna,  Hilburgh,  &c.  and  empties  itfelf 
into  the  Great  Oufe  below  Eiilgay  bridge. 

The 

*  Blomefield. 
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The  chuich  of  Ead  Bradcnham  is  dedicated  to  St. 
^lary,  and  coariils  of  a  nave,  a  north  and  fouth 
ailc,  with  a  chancel  built  of  flint,  flones,  8cc.  and 
covered  with  lead;  the  vault  of  the  nave  is  fupport- 
ed  by  octangular  pillars,  forming  eight  arches,  four 
on  a  fide,  and  is  in  length  about  fifty-feven  feet,  and 
in  breadth  with  the  two  ailes  about  thirty-nine  feet; 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a  convenient  and  de- 
cent gallery  erected  for  the  fingers,  joining  to  the 
tower,  which  is  four-fquare,  and  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials with  the  church.    In  this  tower  hang  three  bells. 

The  chancel  is  in  length  about  thirty-three  feet, 
and  in  breadth  about  eighteen :  within  the  rails  of 
the  communion-table  lies  a  black  marble  grave-ftone 
with  this  fl:icld — Gul.  a  chcMon  ingrail  d  between 
three  talbots  fcjant,  arg.   Hungate, 

In  7nmory  of  Hairy  Hmtgaie,  of  Eajl  Bradenham, 
ejq.   who  died  the  i6lh  of  May,  1608,  cotat.  fuce  44. 

On  the  pavement  in  the  chancel  lies  another,  with 
four  iron  rings,  as  the  cover  of  a  vault,  and  on  it, 

Reliquia  Johannis  Green  Armigeri  Comitalus  KorfoU 
cii£  diu  Jvjiitiarij  in  en  jus  piam  Memoriam,  non  hoc  iino 
conlenta  Marmore,  Monumentum  ad  lavwn  pofuit  ex  an- 
tiqzca  Hungatoriim  ramilia,  Oriunda,  Martha  Mceflijfima 
Conjux. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  is  a  large  and  neat  monu- 
ment of  marble,  ornamented  with  the  bufts  of  a  man 
and  a  woman,  two  cupids  and  an  urn,  and  the  arms 
of  Green,  per  pale  azure  and  gul.  a  chev,  between 
three  bucks  tripping  or,  impaling  Hungate,  and  thus 
inkribcd, 

jfohanens 
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Johnnncs  Green  armiger,  vice  con.Uis  officio  apud 
J\"oijoicitnfes,Juvima  cum  Laiide  dejunclus,  Deo  rationem 
reddiiiirus,  ad  cccios  ohijt  April  28,  An"  Salutis,  1684, 
a!at.  fucc  (55.  Tu  aulera  k£lor,  hiinc  verum  ecclejice  Jili- 
wn,  jidckm  regis  Jubditnm,  clei  i,  honorumque  omnium 
Amicum,  omni  quo  poles  modo  projequere,  Jupremi  Judi- 
cij  Manor. 

In  a  windov/  are  the  anns  of  Bury  abbey. 

The  abbot  and  convent  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's 
prefented  from  1313  till  the  diifolution  in  i,'')35,  vvlien 
Robert  Hogan,  efq.  held  the  patronage:  after  this  it 
was  in  the  family  of  Hungate,  and  Ca^far  by  mar- 
riage. 

In  1683  fir  William  Goulflon  prefented,  as  did 
his  heirs  fo  late  as  1722:  bui  in  1735  the  Rev.  Jo- 
feph  Crofts  was  prefented  to  this  rechlory  by  the  late 
Mr.  Gibion  Lucas  of  Shipdham,  and  George  Lucas, 
efq.  is  now  patron. 

The  church  at  the  conquefl  was  endowed  with  fif- 
teen acres  of  land,  and  there  is  at  prefent  a  fraall 
manor  belonging  to  the  reftory. 

BRADENHAM,  WEST.  In  Doorafday-book 
we  find  that  William  earl  Warren  held  lands  here  ; 
as  did  Ralph  dc  Toney.  The  Kailli's,  or  Caley  s, 
weie  no  doubt  very  early  enfeoffed  in  this  town  by 
the  earl  Warren. 

This  manor  was  afterwards  held  by  the  Clifton 
family,  the  Knevets,  and  Reads. 

In  the  ifl  of  queen  Elizabeth,  1559,  WiUiam 
Read  had  livery  of  thefe  manors,  Welt  Bradenham, 

Gooderilone, 
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Gooderdone,  Sec.  in  Noifolk,  with  three  in  Suffolk, 
and  bv  a  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Tir  William  Read, 
or"  Maflinghara  in  Norfolk,  it  came  by  marriage  to 
fir  WiHiam  Wyrhypole,  of  Chrift  church  in  Ip{- 
wich,  Suffolk,  defcended  from  hr  Robert  Wyiliy- 
pole,  of  Wyihypole  in  Shropfhirc. 

In  1649,  colonel  Lciceffer  Devereux  was  lord  of 
one  third  part,  in  right  of  Elizabeth,  one  of  the 
daughters  and  co-heirs  of  fir  William  Wythypole, 
who  was  fon  of  the  lord  \-ifcount  Hereford  ;  and 
Robert  Yallop,  efq.  who  in  right  of  his  wife,  ano- 
ther co-heirefs,  had  two  parts  of  three  of  this  ma- 
nor. In  1665,  the  lord  vifcount  Hereford  having 
pnrchaftd  the  whole,  lold  it  to  Henry  Warner,  efq. 
of  VVormill-hall.  near  Miidcnhall  in  Sufiulk,  who 
fold  it  to  Robert  Thoinpfon,  efq.  about  1684  ;  from 
the  T'hompfons  it  defcended  to  the  wife  of  Anthony 
Burward,  of  Woodbridgc  in  Suffolk. 

Bradenham's  Manor.  Sir  Thomas  Tuddenham 
died  feifcd  of  this  manor,  thence  it  came  to  the  J3e- 
dingfields,  and  is  now  united  to  earl  Warren's  ma- 
nor. 

Plais's  Manor.  This  manor  in  Edward  II.  was 
lield  by  Richard  le  Plays,  and  bore  his  name  :  it 
lias  been  long  fince  united  to  the  capital  manor. 

The  church  of  Weft  Bradenham  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Andrew,  and  confifls  of  a  nave,  a  north  and. 
fouth  aile,  all  built  of  flint.  Sec.  and  covered  with 
kad  :  the  nave  is  in  length  about  forty-four  feet, 
and  in  breadth,  with  the  two  ifles,  about  thirty-fix 
feet.  The  roof  of  the  nave  is  fupported  by  pillars 
loimed   of    lour  pilafleis    united   together,    making 

eight 
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eight  arches,  four   on  a  fJdc,  with   a  ^vindow  over 
each  arch. 

The  chancel  is  feparatcd  from  the  nave  by  an 
old  wooden  fcrccn,  over  which  the  king's  arms  are 
painted  ;  and  it  is  in  length  about  twenty-nine  feet, 
and  in  breadth  about  eighteen.  On  the  pavement, 
towards  the  weft  end,  Hes  a  very  antique  marble 
grave-ftone,  deprived  ol  its  braffcs  ;  its  infcription 
was  between  two  fillets  ol  brafs  round  ihc  verge  of 
the  flone  :  at  the  fummit  of  the  ilone,  in  a  nicli 
like  a  quarterfoil,  was  the  head  of  a  priell  in  brafs, 
and  a  crofs  runs  the  length  of  the  flone,  with  loinc- 
thing  couchant  at  the  feet  of  it.  From  the  incifion 
made  to  let  the  letters  of  brafs  in,  this  appears  to  be 
the  infcription  : 

CONTINET.  HjEC.  FoSSA.  THOMy-E.  N  UN  C.  Cc  R  PU  S.  ET. 
OsS  A. 

EccLEsi^.  Rector.  Hujus.  Extitit.    atqjje.  Pko- 

TECTOK. 

Gratia.  Qu;eso.Dei.  Propitietur.  Ei. 

This  was  in  memory  of  Thomas  Caley,  who  was 
reftor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

The  above  is  one  inftance  among  many  others,  of 
what  were  called  the  Verfus  Lconini  of  the  monks, 
verfes  rhiming  in  the  middle,  from  a  lions  tail, 
which  has  a  knot  or  tuft  of  hair  in  the  middle. 

Againft  the  foutli  wall  of  the  chancel,  near  the 
^aft  end,  are  three  arches,  with  feats  for  the  biftiop, 
prieft,  and  deacon,  one  feat  rifmg  higher  than  the 
other,  and  at  the  head  of  the  uppcrmofl  is  an  arch 
for  holy  water.  In  the  north  wall  is  a  neat  carved 
arch,  to  preferve  relicks  in.  Thcfc  arches  and  cup- 
boards in  walls,  to  be  obferved  in  many  chancels, 

were 
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were  ilie  Tahcrnacula  or  repofitories.  where  the  holy 
Oil  and  Chrlfin,  Ivacliarift,  and  fometimes  Relicks 
were  preferved  and  lee u red. 

On  the   top  of  a  north  window  In  the   chancel  is 
a  fhield  of  Calcy. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  Calcys  were  pa- 
trons. 

In  19,1'?,  in  the  rcic:n  of  Edvvaid  III.  Rosier  de 
VVylby  was  reclor. 

The  advowfon  of  this  re^ory  was  given  to  the 
priory  of  Buckenham  in  Norfolk  by  fir  Adam  de 
Clifton,  and  on  the  27th  of  April,  1384,  was  appro- 
priated to  that  convent  by  Henry  Spencer,  bifliop  of 
Norwich,  and  a  \icarage  was  lettled  to  take  place 
at  the  death  of  Roger  de  VVylby,  then  re£lor.  The 
vicar  was  to  have  a  convenient  habitation,  and  to 
receive  to  the  value  often  marks  per  ann.  out  of  the 
profits  of  the  rectory,  that  being  computed  to  be  the 
third  part  of  the  real  valuq  of  it.  The  prior  and 
convent  of  Norwich,  and  the  bifhop  was  ah\  avs  to 
nominate  to  the  prior  and  convent,  who  were  obliged 
to  prefent  on  fuch  nomination. 

The  patronage  of  this  vicarage  came  to  the  fee  of 
Ely,  by  virtue  of  an  exchange  made  for  thefe  fpiri- 
tuals  for  fome  of  the  temporals  of  that  fee,  and  the 
bifliop  of  Ely  firft  prefented  in  1623. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Topping,  the  prefent  vicar, 
>vas  prefented  by  the  bifliop  of  Ely,  Jan.  5,  1765. 

Weft  Bradcnham  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Eafl 
Dereham,  \vcfl  about  four  or  live  miles. 

An 
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An  elegant  feat  has  lately  been  built  in  this  village 
by  James  Smythe,  cfq.  of  Eali  Dereham,  who  lius 
confiderable  property  in  this  pariih,  and  in  Dere- 
ham, for  which  hinidrcd  he  aifls  in  the  commiinoii 
oi  the  peace,  and  ])cing  bred  ro  the  law,  is  a  very 
valuable  raagillrate  to  the  community  he  lives  in. 

CALDECOTE,  now  by  corruption  called  Cocket. 
This  townfhip  is  now  reduced  to  a  Tingle  farm-houf'e, 
\vhich  flands  fouth  of  a  little  rivulet  which  divides 
the  hundred  of  South  Grecnhoe  horn  that  of  Clack- 
clofe  ;  it  lies  to  the  wefl  of  Shingham,  and  north  of 
Oxburgh.  In  Doomfday-book  it  is  wrote  Caldencho'a 
and  Caldechota,  from  Cald,  a  cold,  and  Colt,  a  village 
or  houfe. 

Sir  Henry  de  Caldecote  held  this  village  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  1. 

In  the  13th  of  Richard  II.  William  Ode,  who 
married  Matilda,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Mann, 
held  the  third  part  of  this  manor,  and  in  this  family 
it  continued  till  about  the  end  of  the  reion  of  kins: 
Henry  VI.  when  it  was  conveyed  to  Richard  Sparvve, 
gent,  of  Oxburgh,  who  in  the  year  1482  fettled  it 
on  a  chauntsy,  which  he  then  founded  in  the  church 
of  Oxburgh,  of  which  more  may  be  feen  under 
Oxburgh. 

In  the  loth  of  Henry  IV.  Thom.as  Fykes,  Sec. 
held  a  court  here,  as  lords  of  the  other  parts  of  this 
town ;  and  in  the  4th  of  Henry  V.  hr  William  Cai- 
thorpe  held  his  firft  court. 

In  the  16th  of  Henry  VI.  a  fine  was  levied  be- 
tween ftr  1  homas  Tuddcnham,  knt.  8cc.  querents, 
Hugh  Methwold,  and  Alice  his  wife,  defendants,  of 

two 
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two  parts  of  this  manor,  conveyed  to  fir  Thomas, 
Vv'hiO  died  feifed  dicreof  in  146],  widiout  ififuc  ;  and 
Margaret,  his  fiRer  and  heir,  being  married  to  Ed- 
mund Bedingfield,  efq.  brought  it  inro  tliat  family ; 
and  in  the  i3ih  of  Henry  VII.  fir  Edmund  Iicding- 
field.  Knight  of  the  Dath,  graudloii  of  the  aforcfaid 
Margaret,  \\-as  found  to  have  the  lordlhip,  >vhofe 
immediate  heir  and  defcendant,  fir  Richard  Beding- 
field, bart.  of  Oxborough,   is  the  prelcnt  lord. 

The  leet  of  this  town,  with  tlhit  of  Shingham,  is 
in  the  lord  of  the  iiundicd ;   the  leeL-lee  per  ann.  6d, 

The  church,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  \'irgiii 
!Mary,  hath  been  in  ruins  above  a  century  pad,  many 
of  the  walls  are  flill  Handing;  the  fcite  of  it  is  on 
an  hill  on  the  north  fide,  and  near  to  the  yards  of 
the  manor  or  farm-houfc :  it  was  a  fingle  building 
of  flint,  chalk,  &;c.  in  length  about  twenty-feven 
feet,  and  leventeen  in  breadth,  with  a  north  and  a 
fouth  door,  and  two  flone  pedeflals,  or  perks,  for 
images  are  flili  to  be  fecn  by  the  laid  doors,  and 
againfl;  the  eaft  wail  or  gable  are  two  arches  or  niches 
for  the  faid  purpofe;  to  this  body  there  was  anci- 
ently a  chancel  annexed,  as  appears  from  the  foun- 
dation walls,  about  twenty  feet  in  length  and  thir- 
teen in  breadth.  The  great  decay  of  this  and  other 
churches  in  Norfolk,  is  owing  to  the  materials,  which 
are  for  the  moft  part  fmall  pebbles,  flint-flones,  and 
calk  or  chalk,  to  be  found  in  plenty  in  the  fields  and 
lands :  the  Romans,  when  they  made  ufe  of  fuch 
imall  ftones,  ufed  to  have  a  layer  of  their  brick  in 
the  (pace  of  about  a  foot  and  an  half,  to  prefs  and 
bind  them  together,  which  method  Vitruvius,  the 
jiiincc  of  architcdurc,  recommends. 
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.The  Rev.  Robert  Rolfe,  reflov  of  Hilbnroh,  Ava3 
p'cfentcd  to  the  reclory  of  Caidecote  in    I'j'oo. 

COCKLEY-CLEY.  In  Doomfday  it  occurs  by 
the  name  of  Gleia,  Cleiatorpa,  (that  is,  Cleie  Thorpe) 
and  Cley,  and  takes  its  name  from  the  ftream  or  ri- 
ver that  rifcs  at  the  head,  and  runs  dirough  the 
midft  of  the  town,  and  lo  to  Gooderflonc  and  Ox- 
burgh,  where  it  falls  into  the  Wiffey. 

West-hall  Manor.  This  manor  in  (he  rcjgn  of 
Henry  VIII.  after  the  diffolution  of  the  abbies,  be- 
ing held  before  by  the  prior  of  Ingham,  was  granted 
to  William  Wodehoufe,  efq.  of  Yaxliam  ;  thence 
it  came  to  the  family  of  the  Hogans,  and  fo  the  Be- 
dingfields,  and  fir  Richaid  Bcdingfield,  bart-  of 
Oxburgh,  is  the  prefent  lord. 

John  Richard  Dafliwood,  efq.  nephew  of  the  late 
Richard  DaQiwood,  efq.  has  a  feat  here,  fituated  in 
a  fine  fporting  country,  about  three  miles  from 
Swaffham.  He  married  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
late  fir  Horatio  Pettus,  bart.  of  Rackheath  near 
Norwich,  foinc  few  years  deceafed. 

The .  father  of  the  late  Richard  Dafhwood,  efq. 
bought  this  houfe  of  the  Wodehoufes,  and  built  to 
-it. 

Langwade  Manob  is  alfo  in  the  prefent  fir  Rich- 
ard Bedingfield,  of  Oxburgh. 

-;.    East-hall  Manor  is  alfo  in  the  prefent  iG.r  Rich- 
.  ard  Bedingfield. 

The  Earl  Warren's  Manor  is  united  to   the 
•foregoing  lorJfliips, 

B  X  \Villiam 
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\VIlllam  Bagge,  tfq.  of  Lynn,  has  confiderable 
propcrLv  in  this  town. 

The  lord  of  the  hundred  has  the  lete  for  the  eaft 
part  of  the  town,  or  Cley  St.  Peters  ;  the  lete-fee  is 
IS.  and  he  alfo  has  the  lete  for  that  part  of  the  town 
called  Lenvvade,  as  appears  from  the  antient  hun- 
dred couit  rolls  :  and  the  lord  of  Gooderftonc  has 
the  lete  for  die  vvcl'.ern  part  of  the  tOAvn,  or  All 
Saints. 

All  Saints  church  /lands  at  the  wefl  end  of  the 
town  ;  it  is  built  chieflv  of  flint,  conlifls  of  a  nave, 
a  fouth  ailc,  and  a  chancel  covered  with  lead.  T.  he 
nave  is  in  length  about  thirty-five  feet,  and,  in- 
cluding the  fouth  aile,  about  the  lame  in  breadth  ;  at 
the  welt  end  of  the  nave  is  a  round  tower  of  flint, 
embattled  with  frecflone,  in  which  is  one  bell. 

The  chancel  is  in  length  about  thirty-two  feet, 
and  in  breadth  about  eighteen,  and  is  feparated  from 
the  nave  by  a  new  wooden  fcreen,  painted  ;  the 
communion  table  is  railed  in,  and  has  an  afccnt  of 
t\\  o  flcps,  and  the  eafl  end  of  the  chancel  is  moftly 
of  freeflone. 

St.  Mary's  chapel  has  been  time  immemorial  con- 
verted into  a  houfe  for  the  re£lor  of  All  Saints  :  it 
is  a  very  antient  pile,  as  appears  from  its  cafe  of 
flint.  Sec.  and  the  building  is  much  more  andquc 
than  the  prefent  mother  church  of  All  Saints  ;  the 
nave  or  body  is  loftier  than  the  chancel  part,  which 
is  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  according  to  the  Da- 
iiifli  tafle  and  cuflom  ;  and  the  old  arch  at  the  call 
end  is  flill  remaining,  where  is  the  light  or  window 
for  this  part  now  a  kitchen.  The  whole  is  about 
thirty-one  feet  in  lengdi,  and  twenty-one  in  breadrfi. 

About 


SOUTH    G  R  E  E  N  H  O  E.       19 

Aboiu  the  walls  of  the  nave  may  be  obfervcd  icvcial 
ill] all  arches,  where  the  old  windows  were. 

The  fird  account  to  be  met  with  of  this  chape), 
is  from  an  old  roll,  (in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.) 
wherein  lir  William  de  Valeyns  is  faid  to  have  the 
advowlon  of  the  church  of  All  Saints,  endowed 
with  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land,  one  of 
paflure,  and  a  freefald,  with  the  chapel  of  St.  Ma- 
ry, (which  he  keeps  to  his  own  ufe)  of  the  gift  of 
i^r  William  Blund,  formerly  lord  of  the  village.  It 
may  not  be  improper  here  to  obferve,  that  this  (iv 
William  defcended  from  Gilbert  de  Blund  or  Blount, 
who  came  into  England  wdtli  the  Conc|ueror,  and 
had  large  poffeffions  given  him  in  Suffolk,  and  found- 
ed at  Ixworth,  (of-  which  he  was  lord)  a  famous  pri- 
oiy  for  Canons  Regular  of  St.  Augufline. 

This  fir  William  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lewes 
in  SufTex,  between  Henry  III.  and  his  barons,  in 
1262,  and  left  his  eflate  to  his  two  fillers  and  heirs, 
Agnes,  who  married  fir  William  Criketot,  and  Ro- 
hefia,  who  married  fir  Robert  de  Valeyns  :  this  fir 
William  Blund,  bore  lozenge  or,  and  fable,  and  Va- 
leyns, bore  Arg.  three  piles  wavy  gules. 

In  1384,  mendon  is  alfo  made  of  this  chapel  in 
a  will;  and  in  1533,  the  bifhop  of  Norwich  gave 
licence  to  the  re£lor  of  All  Saints,  to  have  the  fa- 
crament  of  the  Holy  Euchariif  in  the  faid  chapel,  by 
which  it  appears  that  it  was  not  then  prophan<id, 
but  foon  after,  it  w^as  made  the  re£lory-houfe  for  the 
redor  of  All  Saints,  and  fo  continues  to  this  day. 
In  1731,  the  redor's  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Bain's)  workmea 
clearing  the  well,  on  the  north  Jide  of  the  houfe. 
which  caved  iu,  the  bones  and  remains  of  three 
]feiions  were  found  ^idjoining,  as  thev  were  laid 
B  2;  when 
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•when  buried  ;  ar.d  In  the  garden  here  many  human 
bones  have  been  du^  up,  ^Vhich  fliews  it  lo  have 
h^d  the  pri\ilcge  of  burial,  which  was  leldom  grant- 
ed to  any  chapel,  ^vhcn  the  mother  churcli  ^vas  fo 
near. 

St.  Peter's  church  uood  at  the  cafl  end  of  the 
to^\•n,  adjoining  to  the  garden  walls  of  Richard  Dafli- 
wood,  elc|.  The  \v"a!l  of  flint,  wherc^vltk  the  church- 
yard was  inclofed,  may  flill  be  obfcrved,  and  the 
itceplc  of  the  church,  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
accidentally  burnt  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
was  Handing  about  fcvcnty  years  pafl. 

Town  lands.  New-clofe  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town,  Ictt  for  sli.  per  ann. — Land  in  S\vaff  Kara,  lett 

fc>r    ili.    i6s.    6d.  per  ann. Land  in   Oxburgh, 

gi\cn  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Yorker,  rcclor  of  Cley  All 
Saints,  lett  for  3li.  per  ann.  The  profits  of  tliis 
cvciy  fiitli  year,  belongs  to  Oxburgh. 

In  1733,  the  Rev.  Henry  Topping  ^vas  prefcnted 
to  the  confolidatcd  rcftory  of  Cockley-CIey,  All 
Saints  with  St.  Peter,  by  Edw^ard  Walpole,  efq. 

GRESSINGHAM,  GREAT.  This  town  takes 
name  from  a  little  river  or  creak  adjt)ining,  termed 
by  the  Saxons  Gpecca.  In  Doomfday-book  it  is  ac-' 
counted  for  under  the  lands  of  William  bifhop  of 
'Ihctford,  the  fee  being  not  then  removed  to  Nor- 
wich. 

Cressingmam,  or  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Norwich's  Manor.  This  manor  was  enjoyed  by' 
the  bifljops  of  the  fee  till  the  reign  of  king  Stephen, 
when  Eborard  the  bifiiop,  being  diftrcflcd  in  the 
wurs  between  the  king  and  die  ccnprcfs  Maud,  wai 

obliged 
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obliged  to  rcfign  his  right  in  this  town,  and  in  part 
of  Blickhng  in  Norfolk,  to  two  powerful  knights 
and  leaders,  to  prefer\'C  the  reft  oi  his  biQioprick  ; 
but  this  being  done  without  the  confent  or  advice  of 
his  convent,  he  afterwards  entreated  pope  Eugenius 
to  abfolve  hlra,  and  that  the  A  i  1  lordfliips  might  be 
reftored  to  his  church  of  Norwich  ;  and  accordingly 
this  lordQiip  came  again  into  the  biOiop's  hands, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  king  John's  reign. 

In  1513,  or  foon  after,  it  came  to  the  Jenneys, 
who  held  it  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Norwich  on 
die  diffolution  of  the  priory.  From  the  Jenne)-s  it 
came  to  alderman  Farrington,  of  London,  \vho  con- 
veyed it  to  Samuel  Grant,  counfdlor,  of  London, 
who  held  it  in  1692-;  and  Edward  Chute,  efq.  pur- 
chafed  it  of  Grant,  whofe  two  fons,  Leonard  and 
Devereux,  dying  without  iifue,  it  defccnded  to  Tho- 
mas Lobb  Chute,  efq.  of  South  Pickenham,  who 
holds  it  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 

The  old  hall  belonging  to  this  lordflilp  appears 
by  the  arms  on  the  walls  to  be  built  by  the  Jenneys. 

Hockkam's,  Gloseerig's,  and  Rvlev's.  Li  die 
reign  of  Henry  VIIL  fir  Chriftopher  Jenney  held  it, 
and  in  him  it  was  united  to  the  manor  of  Street- 
hall,  and  fo  remains. 

Street-hall,  alias  Straw-hall,  is  with  the 
former  manor  in  Thomas  Lobb  Chute,  efq.  from  tht; 
Jenneys  and  Farrington. 

The  church  of  CrefTnigham  Ma2;na  is  an  uniform 

building,  of  flint,  boulder,  8cc.  and  copings  of  free- 

ftone,   confining  of  a  nave,  north  and   fouth  ailes, 

and  a  chancel,  all  covered  with  lead,  juid  is  dedica- 

B  3  ted 
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ted  to  St.  Michael.  The  nave  Is  about  forty-eight 
iect  long;,  and  together  with  the  ailes  about  inny-twn 
feet  ^vide  ;  the  vault  of  the  nave  is  fupported  by 
pillars,  each  formed  of  four  pilafters  joined  together, 
which  bear  up  eight  neat  arches,  four  on  each  fide, 
and  as  many  windows  over  them  ;  the  roof  is  of 
oak.  At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  Itands  the  tower, 
of  the  fame  materials  as  the  church,  with  a  wooden 
cap  covered  \vith  lead,  and  a  weathercock  thereon. 
In  this  tower  hang  four  modern  bells  ;  and  it  has 
a  bell-foliar,  or  place  for  the  ringers  :  fucli  places 
were  in  antient  times  frequently  erected,  by  the  gifts 
of  well  difpofed  perfons,  for  the  greater  convenience 
and  decency  of  their  procefhons,  that  the  priefl  and 
people  coming  in  at  the  v/eftcrn  door  might  not  be 
anv  way  incommoded  by  the  ropes  and  ringers. 

Againft  the  north  wall  is  a  compartment  of  flone, 
adorned  with  foliages,  Sec.  and  on  a  black  marble 
in  the  centre, 

M.  S.  Elizabelhcs  usoris  Thoma  Lohh  Annigeri,  Tiw 
md;  Chute  Armigeri  filia  JSfatu  maxima,  qui  patrem  ha- 
buit  Chalonerum  e  Com  Hants.  Armig  in  Comifijs  Pro- 
vincialibus  non  ita  pridem  Prolociitorcm.  Virtiuis  exerci- 
tala  non  minus  quam  Patrice  virum.  Ipja  vera  acceptam 
hanc  a  Proavis,  Ji  non  adauxerit,  propriarn  eerie  Jecit, 
cum  oinnes  quce  Jiliam,  Uxoreni,  et  Matrem  commendare 
pojfufil,  impleret  partes,  Hinc  parvum  Jortajfe  videatur 
quod  Patnvumio  a  Fratrc  Tlio.  Lenn.  Chute,  ei  reliclo, 
viariti  locupkret  JEAes,  cum  antca  Cumulatiori  multo  dcte 
Je  Virtutum  omnium  cohonesjtajlat.  Die  Septembris  Vicejfi- 
mo  Septimo  An'',  Dni.  1725.  Pucrpura  infcliciler  ex~ 
tincla  ejl,  Filium  vnum,  duojque  Filiolas  Connubialis  Tori 
pignora  relinquens,  manor  ct  Mocrens  hunc  Lapidem  po- 
Juit  Marilus, 

On 
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On  the  pavement,  near  to  the  foudi  wall,  lies  a 
marble  grave-flone,  with  this  fhield,  or,  on  a  bend 
between  two  flcur  dc  lys  gul.  a  lion  pallant  of  the 
firlt.  Lany. 

II.   S.   E. 

EnvvARDUs  Lanv 

S.  T.  P.   Aulx  Pembrociana;  apud  Cantabrigionfes 

ScLolaris,   Socius,   Gustos. 

CoUegij  Grefliamicnlis  apud  Londinenfes 

Prxleclor  Theoloeicus, 

Acadcmia^  A.  D.   MDCCVIll  Pmcancellarius, 

Hujufce  Ecclefias,  antea  de  Salle  in  hoc  Agro, 

Refior, 

Moritur, 

Aulae,  CoUegio,  Academiae,  Ecclcrix, 

Vir  Dcfideratiffimus, 

V  Idus  Auguft  A.  D,  MDCCXXVIII.  /Etatis  LXI. 

The  arms  of  the  priory  of  Norwicli  remain  in  the 
eafl  window,  and  in  one  of  the  north  windows. 

On  an  altar  monument,  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
church-yard : 

Hic  jactt  hiimatus  Vir  R€vere7idus  Gulklmus  C/uwi- 
bers,  variis  molejtijs  diutijfime  Jatigatus,  Jolulus  ta7i- 
dan  ex  Corporis  ergajlulo,  placide  ficut  vixerat,  lu 
Chrijlo  Obdormiens ;  obijt  Septimo  Diejanuarij  An°. 
Domini  MDCCXX.  /Etat  Juce  55. 

In  1598,  William  Boulton,  S.  T.  B.  was  re£lar, 
with,  the  chapel  of  St.  George  annexeck 

This  chapel  flood  in  a  clofe  about  a  mile  fouth- 

eafl:  from  th«  town,  called  Stone-Clofe,  belonging 

to  the  re6lor,  and  was  the  chapel  pf  iin  hermit.— 

B  4  Here 
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Here  is  a  fair  kept  yearly  on  the  i  fl  of  Augufl,  bc- 
lon<^ing  10  the  rccior,  in  right  of  this  chapel,  which 
was  aiicicnily  parochial. 

In  1622,  Edward  Francklin,  S.  T  B.  chaplain  to 
the  loid  chancellor  Bacon,  was  reclor,  and  in  1G21 
he  had  a  difpenfation  to  hold  the  rcaory  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, \vith  the  vicarage  of  Kelvedon,  alias  Eafter- 
field,  in  EITcx.  In  the  rebellion  he  was  eje£led  out 
of  this,  and  the  rtclory  of  Creffingham  Parva:  and 
in  endeavouring  to  efcape  from  the  rebels,  the  point 
of  a  pale  in  his  garden  run  into  his  groin,  ~of  which 
wound  he  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  children. 

The  prefent  rector  is  the  Rev.  TJiomas  Chamber- 
lain, Ion  of  the  late  recftor  the  Rev.  Edward  Cham- 
berlain, who  refigned  the  living  fome  tijue  before 
his  deceafe.  The  prefent  reclor  was  prelented  by  the 
crown  in  17GS. 
t. 

This  re^lcry,  with  the  chapel  of  St.  George,  ftands 
in  the  king's  books  at  i-l.  18s.  id.  and  were  confo- 
lidated  with  Bodney,  061.  i8,  1770. 

CRESSIXGHAM,  LITTLE.  At  the  furvey 
Ralph  de  Tony  held  this  village  as  a  beruite  de- 
pending on  his  manor  of  Ne£lon.  It  was  in  length 
one  mile,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth. 

The  late  Mr.  Knopwood,  of  Threxton,  fold  this 
manor  to  the  prefent  Earl  Clermont,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  the  prefent  lord ;  who  has  made  fome 
conlideiablc  iuiprovements  on  the  cflate,  and  has  laid 
the  foundation  for  a  manfion-houfe. 

HoPTox-HousE  Manor.  About  a  mile  fouth  of 
the  village,  in  this  paiilii,  Hands  a  farm-houfe,  called 
HopLoii-houfc. 
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la  1249,  Nicholas  dc  Hopeton  was  lord  of  this 
manor,    Irom   whom  probably   the  manor   took  its 

This  manor  is  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  fir  Willi- 
am de  Grey,  knt,  the  preCent  lord  chief  juflice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  by  a  late  purchafe. 

This  rectory  i^  valued  in  the  kings  books  at  13U 
12s.  bd. 

In  1747  the  Rev.  John  Brmidifli,  jun.  was  pre- 
iented  to  the  redory  of  Creffmgham  Parva  by  Johu 
31oley,  cleric. 

DIDLINGTON,  or  Dudlington.  In  the  Con- 
queror's time  this  townfliip,  then  wrote  Dudeling- 
tuna,  had  two  lordfliips  ;  one  held  by  the  earl  Waj- 
ren,   the  other  by  Ralph  lord  Limefcy. 

The  Eat^l  Warren's  Manor.  Robert  Wilfon, 
efq.  of  Meiton  in  Surry,  M'ho  died  Nov.  11,  1660, 
and  Vv^as  fon  of  Rowland  Whfon,  merchant  of  Lon- 
don, who  fined  for  alderman,  by  Catherine  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Richard  Rudd,  citizen  of  London,  after- 
wards v;ife.  of  John  Highlord,  alderman  of  London, 
bought  this  manor  in  1650  of  fix  John  Sidley,  bart, 
of  St.  Clces  in  Kent. 

The  faid  Rowlaad  is  faid  to  have  founded  an  alms-' 
houfe  at  Tvierton. 

Robert  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Edward 
Afhe,  of  London,  merchant,  father  of  fir  Jof  ph 
Aflie.  knt.  and  bart.  His  fecond  wife  was  Joan, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Parker,  of  London,  merchant.  By 
Jiis  firll  wife  he  had  twQ  fonS;  Robert  Willon,  efq. 

who 
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who  died  a  batchelor  in  1701,  and  Edward  Wilfon, 
of  Cohcfton,  efq.  who  mariied  a  daughter  of  Mi. 
W'eblier,  of  Bungay  in  Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  the 
late  Robert  W^iUon,  e(c|.  ^vhofe  nephew,  Henry- 
William  Wilfon,  efq.  formerly  an  officer  in  the  le- 
gimcnt  of  dragoons  commanded  by  rnarflial  hr  Ro- 
bert Rich,  ban.  and  late  lieut.  colonel  of  the  eaflrrn 
battahon  of  the  Norfolk  militia,  is  the  prefent  lord. 

The  lord  Limcfey's  manor  is  united  to  the  earl 
Warren's. 

The  church  of  Didlington  is  a  regular  ftrii^lure, 
having  a  nave,  and  north  and  fouth  ailes,  covered 
U'ith  lead  ;  the  length  of  the  nave  is  about  forty-nine 
feet,  and  the  breadth,  including  the  ailes,  about  forty 
feet ;  the  reft  of  the  nave  is  of  oak,  and  the  vault 
of  it  is  lupported  by  oflangular  pillars,  forming  eight 
arches,  Io\ir  on  a  fide. 

In  the  windows  are  the  arms  of  Scales,  Bardolph, 
carl  Warren,  Howard,  Albany,  and  Clitton. 

The  chancel  is  divided  from  the  nave  by  an  an- 
cient fcreen,  and  is  in  length  about  forty,  and  in 
breadth  about  fifteen  feet,  and  has  an  afcent  of  three 
Heps  to  the  communion  table,  which  is  railed  in. 

Againfl  the  fouth  wall,  near  the  caft  end,  is  a 
compartment  of  frec-flone,  embelliffied  with  feffoons, 
fee.  On  the  fummit  is,  fable,  a  wolf  faliant,  or, 
and  In  chief  a  fleur  de  lys,  arg.  between  two  bezants 
of  the  2d.  Wilfon ;  and  in  the  center,  on  a  black 
marble,   this  infcription  in  Icltcrs  of  gold: 

Hert  lyeth  the  body  of  Robert  Wilfon,  of  Didling- 
ton in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  Efq\  fon  and  heir  of 

Robert: 
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Robert  Wilfon,  of  Merton  in  the  County  of  Surry, 
Efcj,  He  dcparled  this  Life  on  the  loth  of  December, 
1  J  0 1 ,  in  the  5  \jt  year  of  his  age. 

Under  the  (liield  is  this  Motto: 
Deducct  in  Portiim. 

On  a  like  compartment  againft  the  n.orth  wall  is 

this  inlcription : 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Ediuard  Wifon,  of  D idling- 
ton,  Efq;  fecond  Son  of  Robert  Wifon,  of  Merton 
in  the  Countv  of  Surry,  Efq;  He  departed  this  Life 
April  2,,  1708,  in  the  Tear  of  his  Age  55.  Here 
alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  Catherine  Wilfon,  Daughter  to 
the  f aid  Edvjard  Wilfon,  who  departed  this  Life  Qgtk 
September  1699.  Here  alfo  lyeth  the  body  of  Cathe- 
rine Wilfon,  a?wther  daughter  of  the  faid  Edward 
Wilfon,  who  departed  this  Life  Ecbruary  li,  1708. 

The  church  of  Didllngton  was  formerly  a  reclory. 
The  church  was  appropriated  to  the  convent  of  Mar- 
hara  on  the  20th  of  December,  1302,  by  John,  bi- 
fiiop  of  Norwich,  and  a  vicar  endowed. 

In  1570,  John  Holdlch,  efq.  prefented,  who  pur- 
chafed  the  reftory,  and  the  prefentation  to  the  vica- 
rage, from  John  Hare,  citizen  and  mercer  of  London, 

This  vlcara2;e  is  valued  in  the  kin2;'s  books  at  81, 
4s.  4d.  and  in  1748  the  Rev.  John  Brundifti,  jun. 
was  prefented  to  the  vicarage  of  Didllngton,  with 
the  redory  of  Colnefton,  ccnfolidated  in  ibi6. 

The  prefent  patron  of  this  vicarage  is  Henry- Wil- 
liam WiUbn,  efq.  who  reiides  at  the  family  feat  at 
Didhugton, 

This 
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This  \illage  lies  r.ear  Oxburgh,  and  is  eiglit 
milci  from  Swali  ham  to  the  louih-wcil. 

FOULDON.  At  the  great  furvcy  this  t(j\\ii  oc- 
curs bv  the  name  of  Fulgadana,  Fuleiidun,  and 
Phuldon,  and  takes  its  name  from  the  plenty  of  \vild 
low!  whicli  frequented  it,  it  being  feaied  in  the  midft 
of  fens  and  moraffcs  ;  Fugol,  in  Saxon,  fignillcs 
wild  fold,  and  in  fome  antique  ^vrilings  it  is  ^s•lote 
Fugelilunc. 

The  Earl  Warren's  Manor.  Margaret,  relict 
of  Edmund  Bedingiicld,  cfq.  filler  and  heirefs  to  fir 
Thomas  Tuddenham,  died  feifed  of  the  manor  here. 

Latimer's  Manor.  In  the  6th  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, Miles  Holdich,  fon  and  heir  of  Richard,  was 
lord,  and  held  it  by  the  payment  or  fervice  of  one 
rofe  yearly  to  the  queen,  and  after  him  John  Hol- 
dich. After  this  it  came  by  the  marriage  uf  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  heirefs  of  Henry  Holdich,  elq. 
to  fir  John  Sidlcy,  and  his  fon  fir  John  Sidley,  bait, 
fold  it  to  Robert  Long,  efq.  of  the  family  of  Rey- 
Tnerfton  in  Norfolk,  whofe  fon  Robert  was  lord,  and 
his  fon  fold  it  to  the  lady  Bennet,  widow  of  fir  Levi- 
cus  Bcmiet. 

This  manor  is  now  in  the  family  of  the  Tyfons, 

and  Tyfon,    efq.  of   Hackey,  is    the    prefent 

lord.     The  leet  is  in  Mr.  Tyfon,  as  lord  of  the 
manor. 

The  church  is  a  regular  pile,  having  a  nave,,  with 
a  north  and  fouth  aile  of  flint,  Sec.  in  length  about 
tifty-two  feet,  and  in  breadih,  with  the  ailes,  about 
lorty-four  feet ;  the  nave  is  laid  with  free-ft one,  as 
arc  the  paffagcs  bchvccn  the  north  and  fouth  doors. 
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5t  tlie  CO  ft  and  charge  of  Mr.  Raymond:  die  root 
of  die  nave  is  of  oak,  and  covered  vviili  lead,  (as 
tbe  whole  church  is)  fupponed  by  odangular  pillars, 
which  form  eight  lofty  arches,  four  on  a  fide ;  above 
arc  fix  windows,  three  on  a  fide.  Over  the  pillars. 
Ai  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a  four-fquare  tower 
of  flint,  Sec.  with  quoins  and  cmbattlements  of  free- 
i'lone,  and  on  them  eight  flone  pinnacles,  carved. 
In  this  tower  hang  five  fmall  tuneable  bells,  the  treble 
was  the  gilt  of  Mr.  Raymond,  and  has  his  arms 
caft  on  it. 

Againft  the  north-eaft  wall  of  the  nave,  near  ta 
the  chancel,  is  a  monument  of  grey  marble,  adorned 
with  foliages,  and  on  the  coinifti  is  this  fliield, — 
Raymond,  fable  a  chevron  between  three  eaglets  dif- 
play'd,  arg,  on  a  chief  of  the  fecond,  ,a  bendlet  en- 
grailed between  two  martlets  of  the  firft  ;  the  crcft. 
a  cat  fcjant  arg.  On  a  black  marble  in  the  center, 
this  inscription  in  letters  of  gold: 

■  Unckr  this  Pew  lyeth  buried  the  body  of  Sarah,  only 
dauglUcr  of  Humphrey,  Jaond  Son  of  Humphrey 
Mofely,  of  Onfden-hall  in  Suffolk,  Efq;  the  mojl  en- 
dcarvig  and  beloved  loife  of  Burham,  eldeft  Son  of' 
.  Thomas  P\,aymond,  the  firfi  jolt  Keeper  of  the  Papers 
of  State  and  Council  at  Whitehall  to  King  Charles  II. 
She  lived  and  died  very  religioufly,  July  \fl^  1700. 
The  difconfolate  Burham,  to  his  mofl  endearing  and 
bdoved  Confort,  has  caufad  this  Moiiument  to  be  ereci-^ 
ed,  in  t&ken  of  his  fimcre  and  Iq/ling  Love  to  her  de^ 
ferved  Memory, 

Her  love  to  him,  his  forrowfor  Iter  death 
Were  equal,  for  they  end,  but  with  their  breath.. 

Here 
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Here  aljo  lyctli  the  body  of  Burhani  Kaymcjid-,  hujljand 
to  the  afore/aid  Sarah,  who  died  Decanber  ^o,  1728, 
aged  80  rears. 

A  large  arched  monument  is  raifcd  on  the  foun- 
dation of  the  fouth  aile,  facing  the  church-yard,  of 
free-flone;  under  this  arcli,  on  the  ground,  hes  a  flat 
marble  grave-flonc,  partly  covered  by  the  arch,  and 
partly  by  the  wall.  Thcfc  arched  monuments,  and 
this  immuring  of  founders,  was  praclifcd  in  ancient 
days  ;  and  diis  feems  to  be  built  about  the  reigu  of 
£dvvard  I. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  this  ailc,  is  the  flone  Hair-cafe 
which  led  to  the  lood-loft.  Joining-  to  diis  fouth  aile 
is  a  porch  covered  with  lead,  and  over  the  door  a 
pedeflal  lor  fotne  image. 

The  church  is  divided  from  the  chancel  bva  fcreen, 
which  liath  been  curioully  carved  and  painted,  or- 
namented with  canopy  work  and  images:  this  chan- 
cel is  in  length  about  thirty-eight  feet,  ai}d  irt  breankli 
about  twenty,  hath  a  good  roof  of  oak,  covered  \vi|,h 
lead. 

In  the  cad  window  in  two  places,  and  in  one  on 
the  Ibutli  fide,  is  Bateraan,  fab.  a  crefcent  ermine  in 
a  bordure  engrailed,  arg.  And  was  thus  borne  by 
Batcman,  bifliop  of  Norwich,  executor  to  Ednmnd 
Gonville,  founder  of  the  college  of  that  name  iii 
Cambridge. 

Againfl  die  north  wall  of  this  chancel,  is  a  very 
Icirge  and  lofty  mural  monument  of  black  and  white 
maible,  adorned  with  foliages,  having  two  black 
marble  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  their 
capitals  gilt  with  gold,  Juppordng  the  cornilh;    on 

thaj 


SOUTH     GREENHOE. 


31 


tliat  rlie  buflo  of  an  angel  with  wings  of  gold,  above 
that  the  figure  of  an  angel,  winged  as  before,  and 
on  the  fummit,  Longc,  gules  a  laltire  engrailed  or. 
on  a  chief  of  the  fecond,  three  croflets  pattee  of  the 
firfl ;  and  on  a  black  marble  in  the  center  of  the 
rnonument,  this  epitaph  in  letters  of  gold. 

Quod  fupcrejl  Ornatiffimi  Viri  Roherti  Longc  armi- 
gerL  Ji'.b  coriicc  mannorco  hie  prope  pofito,  jacet  re~ 
(onditum.  Vixit  no?i  minus  patricg,  quam  Juorum 
commodo,  annos  Jexaginta  d  otto,  obijt  (proh  dolor) 
decimpjepiimo  die  Septembris,  anno  redemptionis  1G36, 
Itahcns  t:<  unica  uxore  Elizabct.ha,  tresjilios,  Roberium, 
Henricum,  ct  Richardi'.m,  et  quinque  filias,  Eliiabe- 
tham,  Margardam,  Sujannam,  Mariam,  d  Sarah, 
prognatos  d  fuperjtites,  hiijus  merito  ajnoris  Jui  fide- 
iijfuiii  memorice,  Jacriim  hoc  dcdit  pignus,  Eliiabelha 
prcdiclajam  mxrens  vidua. 

On  the  pavement  lies  the  grave-flone  of  marble, 
thus  infcribcd, 


RoBERTus      ?  y     .  V,""    y  ^7  '^^Z''^^'"^-  '656. 

ElizabetHxA.  (       ■       '       -^    )  10  Oclob.  1666. 


On  the  pavemsnt  near  the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel 
is  a  marble  grave-ftone  thus  infcribcd ; 

Hie  jacet  eorptis  Sufann:  uxoris  Jeciinda  Roherti 
Longe  de  Fouldon,  in  Coin  Norjf.  armig.  djiliajt- 
cund,  Clem.  Heigham  de  Barrow  in  Com.  Sujf.  ar- 
mig. obijt  vicejfimo  fexto  die  Aprilis,  anno  Domini 
J689. 

About  the  year  1349,  Gonville  hall  or  college,  In 
Cambridge,  bought  the  patronage  of  this  church,- 
^ndjune  16,   1330,  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  appro- 

priatep 
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priatcJ  the  reilory  to  that  college,  when   a   \icaragc 
was  fettled. 

Tn  1760,  the  mafters  and  fellows  of  Gonvillc  and 
Caius  college,  Cambridge,  prcfented  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Newman  to  this  vicarage,  conlolidated  wjdi  Oxbo- 
rough;  and  in  1765  the  Rev.  John  White  was  pre- 
sented. 

GOODERSTONE,  or  Goodeston,  in  Doohif- 
day-book  occurs  by  the  name  of  GodePiiina,  that  is, 
a  town  feated  by  a  good  ca  or  water,  a  pretty  rivulet 
running  all  along  the  noith  fide  of  it,  and  not  as 
fome  have  thought,  Goderics  town,  from  Goderic  the 
fewer,  lord  of  it  by  the  Conqueror's  gift. 

This  manor  in  the  rtign  of  Henry  VII I.  was  in 
the  earl  of  Kent  ;  from  that  earl  it  came  to  fir  Wil- 
liam Cape],  lord  mayor  of  London,  and  fo  to  thci 
earl  of  EfTex,  and  that  earl  is  the  prefent  lord. 

The  lete  is  in  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  we  find 
by  the  extent  of  the  honor  of  Forncct,  that  it  was 
held  of  that  honor. 

The  church  is  built  of  flint  and  boulder,  dedica- 
ted to  St.  George  :  it  confifts  of  a  nave  or  body,  a 
fouth  aile  and  a  chancel,  all  covered  widi  lead  ;  the 
nave  is  in  length  about  fifty-two  feet,  and  in  breaddi, 
including  the  foudi  aile,  about  thirty-three  feet.  \n 
a  window  of  the  nave,  at  the  upper  end,  are  the 
remains  of  the  arms  of  Grey,  quartering  Hallings 
and  Valence,  and  arg.  a  crofs  gules,  St.  George's 
arms,  it  being  glafcd  mofl  likely  by  the  gild  of  that 
name,  as  appeared  lately  from  a  fragment  of  an  in- 
IcrijHion  therein.  At  the  wcfl:  end  of  this  navfl 
ilaxids  a  large,  but  low   four-iquare  tower  of  flint* 

&c. 
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Sec.  wit-h  quoins  and  cmbattlements  of  frecdonc,  in 
•vvljich  are  three  modern  bells.  The  fond"!  ailc  haS 
been  a  chauntry  or  chapel,  belonging  to  St.  George's 
gild  ;  there  is  an  afcent  of  two  (leps  at  the  caft  enc', 
and  againft  a  pillar,  on  the  left  hand,  flands  a  larjre 
ftone  pedeflal  for  its  patron  faint.  In  the  upper 
pannel  of  the  eafl  window  is  the  bufl:  ol  our  Sav;- 
our,  under  that,  angels  founding  the  lafl  trump, 
and  the  dead  arifing  out  of  their  graves,  and  ad- 
joining to  this  aile  is  a  porch  covered  with  lead. 
The  chancel  is  divided  from  the  nave  by  a  lofty 
fcreen,  which  has  been  well  painted  and  gilt  with 
gold,  being  carved,  and  full  of  imagery  work  ;  on 
the  pannels  the  twelve  apoftlcs  arc  painted,  widi  la- 
bels, alfo  a  cardinal,  a  bifhop,  Sec.  The  lengih  of 
the  chancel  is  about  twenty-nine  fee,  the  breadth 
about  twenty,  and  has  fix  flails  at  the  ^veft  end, 
three  on  a  fide  ;  where  the  re6lor,  vicar,  their  Ca- 
pellani  or  chaplains,  and  the  chauntry  priefts  had 
their  feats,  thev  being  obhged  to  join  in  the  choir  at 
the  canonical  hours,  and  to  be  obedient  to  the  rec- 
tor or  vicar,  fwearing  obedience  at  their  admifiion  ; 
and  againft  the  fouth  wall,  near  the  end,  have  been 
three  feats  of  flone,  one  higher  than  the  other. — It 
appears  here  were  fevcral  gilds,  and  there  were  the 
images  of  St.  Catherine,  St.  Mary,  St.  Nicholas,, 
and  their  lights. 

It  was  antiently  a  reelory,  the  patronage  going 
with  the  manor. 

Gooderflone  is  fituatcd  about  a  mile  to  the  wcH- 
ward  of  Cockley-Cley. 

In  1775,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Dummer  Ley  was 
prefented  to  the  vicarage  or  curacy  by  Mr.  Anthony 
Horrex. 

C  HILBURGH, 
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FJll  lUiRGH,    HiLBERVVORTH,    Vcl    HlLBOROlTGH, 

or  lliLEOiinivr,  At  the  time  of  compiling  the  great 
j'urvey,  called  Doomfclay,  Keillys  or  Caleys  held 
Hilbcrv\orth:|:  of  William  earl  Warren,  who  held  the 
iame  of  the  Conqucior. 

In  the  4oih  year  of  Edward  III.  1367,  this  manor 
Tvas  in  the  poireffion  of  Adam,  fon  of  Roger  de  Clif- 
ton, by  Margaret,  only  filler  and  heir  of  fir  Thomas 
dc  Cailcy;  and  on  the  15th  of  February,  26ih  of 
Henry  VI.  1448,  was,  together  with  Cranwys,  Weft 
Bradcnham,  and  Babingly  cum  Wulverton,  alTigncd 
as  the  dower  of  Jane,  the  wife  of  fir  John  Clifton, 
knt.  Elizabeth,  fifler  and  heir  of  this  hr  John  de 
Clifton,  brought  liilburgh  with  her  in  marriage  to 
fir  William  Kny vet,  knt.  who  on  the  10th  of  Ed- 
ward IV.  as  we  learn  from  the  accounts  of  the  ma- 
nor, and  by  ^\•rittcn  orders  under  his  fign  manual 
and  lignet,  directed  fundry  payments  to  be  made 
thereout  to  Alice,  his  mother.  The  fum  ordered  in 
that  and  fuccecding  years  was  40s.  each  time. 

£.    s.d. 
At  this  time  the  rents  of  aflife  of  this 
manor  were  per  ann.  about  -  18     o  o 

The  park  per  ann.  -  •  800 

A  water-mill  -  -  -  6   13   8 

The  rabbit  warren  -  -         30     o  o 

loldage  for  nine  hundred  flicep  2     04 

Bcfidcs  profits  of  courts, "••  Sec. 

This 

X  It  was  tl^.en  called  Hildeburghwella. 
*  Several  lordftiips  then  paid  rents  and  reliefs  thereto,  viz. 
Illington,  Buckenham  Parva,  Stanford,  Bodney,  Cley,  Foul- 
don,  Didlington,  \'\Toxhain,  Langford,  GooderOon,  Ickbo- 
rough.  Tofts,  Lindford,  Mouadcford,  and  Creiru:gham  j  fp 
that  it  refcinLlcs  an  honor. 
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This  manor  continued  in  the  family  of  Knvvet 
imtil  the  gth  year  of  king  James  I.  1612,  when  fi,r 
Philip  Knyvct,  of  Buckcnham  caftle,  bart.  fold  it 
to  Robert  lord  Rich,  who  in  the  1  gth  year  of  the. 
fame  reign,  being  then  carl  of  Warwick,  conveyed 
it  to  fir  Ralph  Hare,  of  Stowe  Bardolph,  knight  of 
the  Bath. 

The  family  of  Hare  were  owners  of  It  until  the 
year  1720,  when  fir  Thomas  Hare  fold  it  to  James 
Nelthorpe,  efq,  whofe  fon,  James  Nclthorpe,  efq. 
in  the  year  I763,  fold  this  manor  and  lordfhip  of 
Hilborowe  vel  Hilberworth,  now  commonly  called 
Hil burgh,  to  the  prefent  polfeffor  thereof  Ralph  Cald- 
well, elq.  F.  S.  A.  and  one  of  his  majefty's  juiliccs 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

This  gentleman,  who  is  defcended  from  an  ancient 
family  of  the  fame  name  long  (ince  feated  in  Staf- 
fordfhire,  having  in  the  year  1769  obtained  an  acl 
of  parliament  for  inclofing  the  parifli  of  Hilburgh, 
divided  and  parcelled  out  the  fame  into  convenient 
farms,  on  each  of  which  he  ere61ed  a  farm-houfe, 
with  proper  offices  ;  and  near  the  old  manor-houfe, 
in  the  old  inclofure  called  Hilburgh  park,  hath  built 
for  himfelf  a  fair  manfion,   1779. 

It  appears  by  the  pedigree  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Caldwell  of  Staffordfhire,  preferved  in  the  archives 
of  the  college  of  arms,  that  John  Caldwell,  of  Cald- 
well, near  Griefley-caftle,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
who  flourifhed  about  the  year  1220,  bore  for  his 
arms,  gules,  three  crofTes  patee  fitclie,  or.  His  great, 
great  grandfon,  John  Caldwell,  about  the  year  1340, 
married  Alice,  fole  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  de 
Auiefton,  of  Alfton  hall  in  StafFordfliire,  who  bore 
for  his  arms,  azure,  ten  ftars,  4,  3,  2,  1,  or. 

C  2  This 
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This  Jolm  Caldwell  fcated  himfelf  at  Alfton  hall 
aforclaid,  which  continued  to  be  the  polTcHion  and 
place  of  relidcnce  of  his  family  until  the  year  1740. 

One  of  the  defcendaftts  of  this  laff -mentioned  John 
Cald\vcll,  was  Thomas  Caldwell,  bora  at  Alfton 
hall  in  the  year  1635,  who  had  three  fons,  viz. 
Ralph,  Thomas,  and  John  Caldwell,  which  John 
was  vicar  of  Routon,  re£lor  of  Shillington  in  the 
county  of  Doriet,  and  dome  flic  chaplain  to  Thomas 
the  lafl:  earl  of  Leir.efler.  He  departed  this  life  in 
1758,  being  then  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age,  and 
left  iffue  duoe  fons,  the  youngeft  of  whom,  Ralph 
Caldwell,  efq.  is  the  prcfent  poflfcffor  of  Hilburgh, 

1779- 

This  Ralph  Caldwell,  efq.  having  been  educated 
in  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  became  land  fleward,  re- 
ceiver, and  court-keeper  to  Thomas  Coke,  earl  of 
Lciccfter.  7  he  carl  died  in  l  759,  and  by  his  lafl 
will  not  only  confirmed  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  ol- 
fices  to  Mr.  Caldwell  during  the  term  of  his  natural 
life,  but  appointed  him  and  fir  Matthew  Lambe,  bart. 
devifecs  in  trufl  of  all  his  eftates  and  etfeds,  and  the 
executors  of  his  will. 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  difficult  and  impor- 
tant duties  have  ever  fince  been  difcharged  by  Mr. 
Caldwell  alone,  will  be  bed  teftified  by  the  fenti- 
mcnts  of  his  great  and  generous  patronefs,  the  late 
countefs  dowager  of  Lcicefler,  (who  died  in  Febru- 
ary, 1773)  as  cxprefTcd  in  her  lafl  will,  bearing  date 
the  15th  day  of  September,  J766;  alio  by  the  great 
advance  made  by  him  of  the  yearly  income  of  the 
eaiTs  landed  eftates,  which  during  the  forty  years 
that  they  have  been  under  his  management  arc  nearly 
doubled,  ai  will  appear  by  the  rentals  thereof  at  the 

dcaiU 
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death  of  the  late  Wenman  Coke,  efq.    in   April, 
176b. 

The  church  is  a  fmall  but  regular  building,  dedi- 
cated to  All  Saints,  having  its  nave,  north  and  fouth 
ailes,  and  chancel  built  of  flint,  Sec.  and  covered 
%vith  lead:  the  nave  is  in  length  about  forty-two 
feet,  and  the  breadth,  with  the  ailes,  forty-one  feet ; 
the  roof  of  the  nave  is  fupported  by  pillars  forming 
fix  arches,  three  on  a  fide,  with  windows  over  each 
arch. 

Over  the  arch  of  the  door  of  the  tower  is  the 
lliield  of  Clifton,  fupported  by  two  antilopes,  or  ra- 
ther ibex's  fejant,  and  on  an  helmet  a  plume  of 
feathers.  Thcfe  are  the  infignia  of  John  de  Clifton,, 
who  flourifhed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  and  was 
fummoned  to  parliament  as  a  baron  in  the  beginning 
of  Richard  II,  and  was  no  doubt  the  founder  of  this 
church,  and  died  at  Rhodes  in  that  king's  reign: 
the  being  heirs  to  the  Kaillis  or  Caleys  afTumed  mofl 
likely  their  arms,  ufing  only  a  bend  by  way  of  dif- 
tTndion;  and  the  Caleys  it  is  probable,  being  depen- 
dants, and  nearly  attached  to  the  earl  Warren,  af- 
fumed  his  coat,  changing  only  the  colours,  a  pradice 
very  frequent  in  ancient  days. 

The  patronage  was  in  the  family  of  Caley  till 
1335,  when  lord  Robert  de  Ufford  prefented,  and 
it  remained  in  the  earls  of  Suffolk  lome  time ;  after 
which  this  church  was  prefciucd  to  by  the  Cliftons. 
Sir  William  Knyvet  was  patron  ini47i,  and  in  1576 
and  1381  queen  Elizabeth  prefented. 

In  1 734  the  Rev.  Edmund  Nelfon  held  it,  united 

to  the  vicarage  of  Sporle,  with  Palgrave  Parva  con- 

folidated,  and  at  his  death,  in  1747,  was  fucceeded 

G  3  by 
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bv  his  fon,  the  Rev.  Edmund  Nelfon,  wlio  was  prc-» 
fentcd  bv  Mis.  Mary  Nelfon,  patronefs  in  full  right ; 
and  in  1756  ft  e  pre  fen  ted  the  Rev.  Robert  Ralfe, 
who  is  the  prefent  re6lor. 

This  rector)'  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  13I. 
6s.  8d. 

St.  Margaret's  chapel.  Ai  tlie  rorih  wefl  end  of 
the  town  of  Hilburgh,  in  a  grafs  clofe,  Hands  the 
chapel  of  St.  Margaret,  built  of  flint  and  boulder, 
in  length  about  thiity-fix  feet,  and  in  breaddi  about 
twenty,  from  out  to  out  :  die  arched  windo^vs  at  the 
caft  and  weft  are  now  the  only  windows  remaining  ; 
it  is  a  low  plain  pile,  and  has  the  face  of  great  an- 
tiquity^* 

This  chapel  was  founded  by  the  family  of  Cailly, 
and  fir  Oibert  de  Cailly,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
by  deed  gave  it  to  Hervey  dc  Brokedifli,  the  chap- 
Iain.  To  this  deed  iiangs  a  large  round  feal  cir- 
cumfcribed, 

SIGILLVM  :  OSBERTI :  DE  :  KAILLI  : 

He  is  reprcfented  on  a  horfe  running  full  fpeed, 
in  armour,  with  a  dole  helmet,  his  drawn  fword  in 
his  hand,  a  flneld  of  his  arms,  che<]uy  only,  and 
the  iiapiings  of  the  horfe  are  alfo  clicquy.  The 
rcNcifc  hath  only,  a  plain  chequered  fhield  circum- 
fcr.Lcd, 

SIGILLVM.  SECRETUM. 

This  feal  bemg  fomewhat  remarkable,  we  (ball 
here  add  a  woid  or  t\«o  on  that  fubje^l. — Whether 
thw  Normal  nobUity  brought  the  uie  of  large  leals 

intq 
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into  England,  or  found  it  here,  is  not  very  certain, 
but  certain  it  is,  that  they  ufed  them  foon  after 
their  arrival  ;  the  mofl:  ulnal  impre{fes  being  an 
armed  man  or  knight  on  horfeback,  with  a  dravvu 
fword,  and  the  bearers  name  romid  him  ;  perhaps 
the  large  territories  whercwiLh  the  Conqueror  re- 
^vardcd  their  fervices,  Induced  them  to  believe  them- 
felvcs  to  be  advanced  to  fo  many  principalities,  and 
this  conceit  might  incline  them  to  rival  their  fove- 
reign  himfelf,  in  the  granduer  of  their  public  inflru- 
ments.  Sometimes  inftead  of  the  horfeman  vvc  have 
a  lion,  leopard,  greyhound,  bird,  or  other  device, 
part  of  the  arms  of  the  family,  but  always  the  per- 
fons  own  proper  name  incircling  his  paternal  coat, 
or  whatever  other  impreffion  he  was  plcafed  to  fancy. 
Seals  as  this  of  a  round  form  generally  betokened 
fomething  of  royalty  in  the  poffelfor,  and  a  more 
than  ordinary  extent  of  temporal  jurildidion.  Where- 
as great  ladies  under  coverture,  and  billiops  and  ab- 
bots, kc.  commonly  made  ufe  of  oval  and  oblong 
ones.  If  the  grantor  s  quality  was  mean,  and  his 
family  too  inconfiderable  to  bear  arms,  the  convey- 
ances were  ufually  ratified  under  the  authentic  feal 
of  fome  public  officer,  or  corporation,  the  reafon 
being  affigned,  "  Qicia  Sigillum  meum  penitus  ejt  ig}in~ 
•'  twn,  Sigillum  Officialis  de,  'be.  appo?ii  procuravi.'" 
Nobility  and  other  perfons  of  rank  and  family  had 
alfo  their  larger  and  lefs  feals,  the  former  giving  the 
impreffion  of  their  anceflors  coat,  and  the  latter 
oftendmes  any  little  device  without  a  fcutcheon. 

It  has  been  a  prevailing  opinion  that  no  feals,  on 
wax,  were  ufv^d  here  till  the  Normans  taught  us  this 
fafliion  ;  but  fir  Edward  Coke  gives  inftances  of 
grants  palled  by  fome  of  our  Saxon  princes,  Jub  pro~ 
prio  Sigillo ;  but  to  this  it  may  be  reply'd,  that  the 
jCroIfes  were  antieutly  lliled  indifFerentiy  Signa  e  V?- 
C  4  '  giiia. 
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/  ilia.  And  as  it  is  plain  that  Icaliag  was  in  com- 
mon r.f  {qi  n  after  the  conqucfl,  lo  it  is  certain  that 
there  wre  feverai  conveyances  which  (e\en  as  lov\^ 
down  as  the  reign  of  Edward  III.;  were  adu:itted  as 
good  and  legal  when  well  atteflcd.  though  they  had 
no  feals  ever  afRxed  to  them,  being  the  grants  of 
fuch  as  flill  adhered  to  thT!ir  old  Saxon  modes,  and 
fo  retained  the  antient  fublcriptions  of  names  and 
croflcs.  There  were  other  tranfgreilions  of  the  com- 
mon rule  and  practice,  as  when  Edward  III.  fanci- 
fully ga\e, 

The  Xorman  the  HunUr,  the  Hope 

And  the  Hope-Town, 
Wilh  all  the  bounds  iijjide  down, 
Atid  in  wilncfs  that  it  was  [oath. 

He  bit  the  wax  with  his  Jong  Tooth/" 

And  to  Aubrev  de  Vcre's  conveyance  of  Hatfield, 
a  fliort  black  haftcd  knife  was  affixed  inflead  of  a 
feal,   Sec. 

Many  eflTeflnal  antient  conveyances  of  right  were 
antiently  made  without  writing,  leizin  being  then 
only  taken  by  delivery  of  a  fword,  helmet,  horn, 
f]>ur,  bow,  arrow.  Sec.  but  even  in  thofe  times,  the 
more  cautious  thought  it  fafefl  to  convey  their  lands 
III  Jcripiis,  hence  the  Gcwrite  Landboc,  Tclligraphiim 
and  Chirographum  of  the  Saxon  age. 

John  Collet  was  chaplain  of  the  free  chapel  of  St. 
Margaret,  in  1508.  He  was  then  D.  D.  dean  of 
St.  Paul  s,  London,  reclor  of  Denington  in  Suffolk, 
Skc.     The  income  of  this  free  fchool  is  then  faid  to 

be 

•  A  deed,  to  the  fame  efTcfl,  was  granted  to  the  antjpnt  fa- 
mily of  iiuntcr^  of  Polaiood  in  Scotland. 
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be  -vvoiili  30].  per  ann.  as  appears  from  a  rental  of 
the  dean's  eftate,  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  which  was 
a  very  conlidcrablc  funi  in  that  age,  and  almofl 
equalled  that  great  living  (as  Dr.  Knight,  in  his  life 
of  this  dean,  calls  it)  of  Denington,  which  is  faid 
to  be  31 1. 

This  chapel  being  dlfiblved  by  Edward  VI.  was 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  1550,  given  v/itli 
fixty  acres  of  land  to  Thomas  Reve,  and  Giles 
Ifham,  and  their  heirs,  to  be  held  of  the  manor  of 
Eaft  Greenwich  in  Kent. 

At  this  day  it  is  called  by  the  neighbouring  peo- 
ple, the  Pilgrims  Chapel,  being  vifited  moft  likely 
by  them  in  their  way  to  Walfmgham,  which  lies 
through  this  town  from  London  ;  there  are  faid  to 
ha\'e  been  above  an  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
fields  of  Hilburgh  belongiog  to  it,  and  no  doubt: 
was  very  nobly  endowed,  being  formerly  accounted 
a  manor  ;  and  lands  in  the  faid  fields  were  held  by 
the  tenure  of  finding  of  wax  tapers,  Sec.  for  the  cha- 
pel, as  appeared  from  an  old  field-book  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Wace,  form.erly  the  o^vner  thereof,  who  de- 
vifed  the  fame,  together  with  fundry  meffuages,  lands. 
Sec.  in  Elilburgh,  to  his  daughter  Dorothy,  wife  of 
Edward  Bunting,  gent.  In  the  year  1767,  the  truf- 
tees  on  behalf  of  her  grandfon,  Mr.  Robert  Bunt- 
ing, appointed  by  an  a6l  of  parliament  then  lately 
paffed,  fold  the  fame  to  the  prefent  poffeffor,  Ralph 
Caldwell,  efq.  1779. 

HOLM-HALE.  In  antient  writings  Holm  and 
Hale  appear  not  only  to  be  two  diftin61:  lordfliips, 
but  tv/o  diflinft  villages,  and  occur  by  the  names  of 
South-LIolm  juxta  Hale,  and  Hale,  or  Hill-Hale, 
and  on  the  union  of  thefe  lordfliips,  Sec,  under  one 

and 
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and  ilie  fame  lord,    obtained  the  name  of  Holm- 

liale. 

Holm  Manor  was  fo  called  from  its  low  and 
moid:  fitnation,  and  iand  inclofed  ^vith  water.  By 
the  inquifitions  taken  in  the  24Lh  of  Henrv  III.  it 
appears  that  Giles  dc  Huhno  \vas  lord,  who  Avas 
fon  of  fir  Robert  dc  Hidmo,  lord  of  Filby,  and  of 
this  manor. 

In  the  2otli  of  Edward  III.  Stephen  de  Titefljale, 
and  Richard  de  Burvvood,  were  lords  of  the  Fitz- 
Walter  fee,  held  by  Giles  de  Hulmo,  and  John  Do- 
dington,  8cc.  held  of  Stephen,  Sec.  what  Oiiva  de 
Aula  held  ;  but  about  the  end  of  this  king  s  ^eign, 
both  thefe  tenures  came  into  the  family  of  Illey, 
loids  of  Hale. 

Hale  Manor.  In  the  24th  of  Henry  III.  the 
heirs  of  Edmund  de  Illey  were  found  to  hold  in 
Hale,  one  knight's  fee  of  the  lord  Fitz-VValter,  and 
that  lord  of  the  king. 

TIrls  lordfliip  came  into  the  family  of  the  Jcnneys 
jn  Sulfolk,  and  from  the  Jenneys  it  came  to  the  Bed- 
ingfields,  and  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  An- 
thony Bedingfield,  efq.  third  fon  of  fir  Henrv  Bed- 
ingfield,  of  Oxburgh,  was  lord,  which  Anthony 
married  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co- 
heirs of  Ralph  Danyel,  of  Swaffham,  gent,  and 
Anthony  Bedingfield,  of  Tefterton  in  Norfolk,  efq. 
dcicended  from  the  aforefaid  Anthony,  died  lord  in 
1707,  whttfe  fon,  FVancis  Bedingfield,  fold  it  to 
Ilcmy  Ibbot,  of  Swaffham,  attorney;  and  his  fon, 
Benjamin  Ibbot,  efq.  a  gentleman  who  acquired  by 
his  travels  into  foreign  countries,  and  by  making  the 
lour  ol  Europe,  an  excellent  talle,  or  what  is  now 

called 
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called  vii  tu,  and  has   been  much  eflccmed  on   that 
account,  is  the  preTent  lord. 

The  aforefaid  Danyel,  held  alfo  a  capital  mefTuage 
here,  called  Berrfr's,  or  Bures-hali.,  which  hall 
was  purchafed  of  the  BedingBelds  by  the  Eyres.  In 
l7f,g,  John  Eyre,  elq.  died,  and  it  is  at  prefent  eii- 
joytd  by  John  Dafliwood,  efq.  of  Cockley-Cley. 

Ei.wvn's,  Groose's,  and  White's  Manor,  was 
annexed  to  the  former  lordfhip. 

As  here  were  formerly  two  capital  lordfhips  of 
Holm  and  Hale,  lb  thefe  lordfhips  had  for  fome 
time  two  churches  to  which  they  prefented  :  of  the 
church  of  Holm,  in  the  beginning  of  Edward  I.  fir 
Robert  de  Hulmo  was  patron.  This  church  is  no'.v 
united  to  Nedon,  and  held  by  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Will|iam 
Young,  of  Swaffham,  who  has  the  advowfon  of 
this  living  and  Neflon. 

This  re^ory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  by  the 
name  of  Holm  Hale,  alias  Hale  Brian,  at  12I.  16s. 
5d.     ,. 

In  1752,  the  Rev.  William  Young  was  prefented 
to  this  redlory  by  Thomas  Patrick  Young,  clerk. 

The  church  of  Holm-Hale  is  dedicated  to  St,  An- 
drew, and  was  begun  to  be  built  in  the  reign  of 
king  Richard  III. 

HOUGHTON.  This  village  lies  on  the  eafi; 
fide  of  the  hundred,  near  to  that  of  Weyland,  and 
adjoining  to  North  Pickenham,  from  which  it  is 
parted  by  a  rivulet,  that  arifes  at  Bradenham  ;  it  i& 
fituated  on  arifing  ground,  and  takes  its  name  from 

its; 
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its  fcltc,  How^fitc?:,  or  High-Toivn,  and  Is  called 
Houghton  on  the  Ilill,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  the 
other  Houghton  in  this  county. 

At  the  conquefl  it  became  the  lordfhip  of  Alan 
carl  of  Richmond,  and  Ribald  lord  of  IMileham  in 
Yorkfhire,  brother  to  Alan,  held  it  under  him  ;  and 
Ralph  fon  of  Robert,  grandfon  of  Ribald,  who  was 
in  ward  of  the  biQiop  of  Canterbury,  held  this  town, 
5ind  the  Pickcnhams,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  it 
being  then  valued  at  25].  per  ann.  This  Ralph 
married  Marv  daughter  of  Ro2;er  Blfrot,  earl  of  Nor- 
folk,  and  had  a  dilcharge  by  writ  from  half  a 
knight's  fee,  in  the  igth  of  king  John,  and  held 
Houghton  in  capiie.  Ralph  Fitz-Ralph,  in  the 
5oih  of  Henry  III,  would  not  permit  the  fheiiifs  to 
enter  into  his  manors  in  this  county,  which  implies 
that  he  had  return  of  writs  therein  himfelf. 

He  died  in  the  n4th  of  that  king,  and  his  heart 
i\"as  buried  at  Richmond,  (being  founder  of  the 
triars  Minims  there)  where  his  ^vife  Anaflafia  was 
buried,  but  his  body  was  buried  at  Coverham  in 
Yorkfhire,  in  the  monaftery  church  there  ;  and  hav- 
ing no  ilTue  male,  his  eflate  was  divided  between  his 
three  daughters  ;  and  in  tlie  55th  of  the  faid  king, 
the  flieiiil  of  Norfolk  gave  an  account  of  ill.  1,5s. 
8d.  ob.  of  the  iffues  of  his  lands  in  this  town,  &c. 
in  Norfolk,  before  he  delivered  the  third  part  theieof 
to  Robert  de  Nevile,  (who  married  Mary,  the  eldeft 
daughter  and  co-heir,  who  had  with  her  the  honor 
and  cafUe  of  Midleham  in  Yorkfliire,  this  manor, 
the  Pickcnhams,  and  other  towns  in  Norfolk)  and 
a  part  to  Robert  de  Tatefhale,  ^vho  married  Joan, 
(who  died  without  iffue)  and  the  other  part  remained 
in  the  king's  hands,  Anaflafia,  the  third  daughter 
and  co-heir,  being  under  age  j  and  diis  part  Edward 

the 
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the  kina;'s  fon  feized  Into  lii5  hands,  and  rrave  it  i^ 
Gilbert  Hanfard. 

This  Robert  de  Nevilc,  was  fon  of  Robert  dc  Ne- 
\'ile,  lord  of  Raby,  and  lived  about  ten  years  her 
bufband  ;  when  he  is  faid  to  be  inhumanly  put  to 
death,  for  his  criminal  converfation  with  a  ladv  at 
Craven  in  Yorkfhire,  and  his  lady  lived  about  fortv 
yeais  his  widow,  and  died  in  die  1  ^th  of  Edward  fl.. 
leiicd  of  this  manor  and  the  Pickcnhams,  Sec.  and 
kft  them  to  her  fon,  Ralph,  then  aiied  fortv  vcars. 

In  this  family  It  confinued  through  many  defccnts, 
who  were   earls  of  Weftnioreland,  and  fir  George, 
diird  fon   to  Ralph  earl  of  Weftmoreland,    being 
called  to   parliament   by  the   title   of  lord  Latimer^ 
married  Ehzabeth  daughter  of  Richard  Beauchamp, 
earl  of  Warwick.     This  lord  in  his   latter  days  was 
an  ideot,   and  his  lands   were  granted  In  cullody  to 
Richard  Nevile,    the   o-ieat  earl   of   Warwick,  and 
died  in  the  gth  of  Ed^val■d  IV.   feifed  of  this  manor, 
both  the  Pickenhams,  Fouldon  and  Carbroke,  Wood- 
hall,  &c.  all  which  defcended  to  fir  Richard  Nevilc, 
knt.   his   grandfon,  and  heir  by   fir  Henry   Neviie, 
lord  Latimer,  his  only  fon,  \vho  was  killed  at  Edg- 
cote  Field,  in  the  fame  year  diat  his  father  died,  and 
a  little  before  his  father,  having  married  a  daughter 
of  the  lord  Rerners,  by  whom  he  had  the  faid  fir 
Richard,  who  had  not  livery  of  his  lands  till  the  6tli 
of  Henry  VII.  though  he  was  in  arms  lor  that  king; 
at  Stoke-battle ;   he  married  Ann  daughter  of  Hum- 
phrey Stafford,  of  Grafton,  efq.  and  died  the  aad  of 
Henry  VIII.  leaving  by  her  John   lord  Latimer,  his 
fon,  &c.  who  was  in  the  rebellion  called  the  Pilgrim- 
age  of   Grace,    in    that   king  s   reign ;    which  John 
married  for  his  lecond  wife  Catherine   daughter   of 
fir  Thomas  Parr  (his  fiifl  wife  being  Dorothy  daugh- 
ter 
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tcr  of  the  eail  of  Oxford)  wliicli  faicl  Catherine  Avas 
afterwards  married  to  Henry  VIII.  by  whole  intercft 
niofl  likely  John  his  fun  had  livery  of  this  manor 
and  North  Pickenham,  in  the  3stii  of  Henry  VIII. 
(his  father  John  died  about  the  fame  time)  together 
with  the  manors  of  Danby,  Thornton,  Snape,  Wcllc, 
Sec.  in  Yorkfliire ;  Corby,  Burton,  Latimers,  kc.  in 
Northamptonfliire ;  Compton  and  Norris,  in  Berk- 
Ihire;  Wadburgh,  in  Worcefleriliire ;  Warcup,  in 
Weftmorcland ;  and  as  heir  to  the  earl  of  Oxford,  of 
Earton  Bendifli,  liiington,  Wecting,  Sandringham, 
Knapton,  Middlcton,  Scales  Hoo,  Tittlcfhall,  Ba- 
bingly,  Wolferton,  Httons  in  Wiggenhall,  Toftrees, 
and  Eaft  Winch,  in  Norfolk ;  Brookhall,  Holbrooke, 
Chellefworth,  Walfliam,  and  Preflon,  in  Suffolk  ; 
Kenfmgton,  in  Middlefex  ;  Bures  Marks  or  Bevers 
Marks,  in  London;  Oldhall  in  Wethersfield,  in 
Effex;  Sawflon,  Haukeflon,  and  Dullingham,  in 
Cambridgcfhire  ;  Stoncy  Stratford,  in  Warwickfliire  ; 
Calverton,  in  Bucks ;  Wygefton,  in  Lciceflerfliirc  ; 
and  Tredcneke  in  Cornwall. 

This  John  lived  till  the  20th  of  Queen  Elizabctli, 
but  had  no  iflue  male  by  Lucy  daughter  of  Henry 
carl  of  Worceftcr,  fo  that  by  the  mariiage  of  his 
four  daughters  and  co-heirs,  his  eflate  was  divided. 

Katherine,  the  firfl  daughter,  was  married  to 
Henry  carl  of  Northumberland;  Dorothy,  the  fe- 
cond,  to  Thomas  earl  of  Exeter ;  Lucy,  the  third,  to 
Sir  VViUiam  Cornwallis,  anccflor  to  the  preient  lord 
Cornwallis ;  Elizabeth,  the  fourth,  to  fir  John  Dan- 
vers,  knt.  irom  whom  is  defcended  the  prcknt  duke 
of  Leeds,  vifcouni  Latimer. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  this  lafl  lord  Latimer, 
this  lordlhip  came  into  che  family  of  the  Bedingfields, 

of 
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oF  Oxburgb,  and  Edmund  Bcdingfield,  Efq.  as  lord 
and  patron,  prefented  to  this  church  in  15.58;  and 
in  this  family  it  continued  till  it  was  fold  by  lir  Heniy 
Bcdingfield,  bait,  to  Henry  Eyre,  efq.  of  Bury's-HaJl, 
about  the  year  1 72o^and  John  Eyrc,  eiq.  his  brother, 
fold  it  to  Mr.  Penfon,  of  London. 

The  Church  is  a  fingle  building  of  flint.  Sec.  and 
dedicated  to  St.  Maiy  the  Virgin ;  in  length  about 
27  feet,  and  about  18  in  breadth,  and  is  co\'erd-vvith 
reed.  At  the  welf  end  (lands  a  fmall  four-fquare 
tower  of  flint  and  brick,  and  on  the  top  is  a  little: 
cap  of  wood  cover'd  wilh  lead.  In  this  tower  hangs 
one  bell.  At  the  eaft  of  this  nave  is  the  chancel, 
feparatcd  by  a  gable  or  wall,  near  a  yard  thick, 
through  which  is  an  arcli  about  twelve  feet  in  heighth, 
and  fix  in  breadth,  which  leads  into  the  cliancel,  which 
feems  to  be  much  more  antique  than  the  body  and 
tower  ;  it  is  in  length  about  twenty-fix  feet,  and  of 
equal  breadth  with  the  body, 

This  reflory  is  '(valued  at  4I.  i8s.  gd.  in  the  king's 
books,  and  was  confolidated  with  North  Pickenham, 
February  27,   1747. 

In  1719  Waters  Rolf  was  prefented  to  this  reflory 
by  Sir  Ralph  Hare,  bart. 

At  die  death  of  Rolf,  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Say  re- 
figncd  the  vicarage  of  Swalfham,  and  held  this  con- 
folidated reftory  by  union  W'iih  Beachamwell,  he 
being  both  reclor  and  patron,  in  September' 1749. 

1  he  truflees  of  Mr.  Penfon,  of  London,  fold  the 
advowfons  of  North  Pickcnham  and  Houghton  to 
Mr.  Say;  a:  id  in  1764  the  Rev.  Robert  Say,  jun.  as 
patron  for  this  turn,  prefented  himfelf  to  the  refiorv. 

LANGEORD. 
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LANGFORD.     This  town  has  its  name  from  its 
long  ford  over  the  adjoining  river. 

In  1626  Thomas  Mctliwold,  Efq.  was  lord. 

Afterwards  this  lordfhip  was  fold  to  Thomas  Gar- 
rard of  London,  falter,  ^vho  was  lord  in  1648.  He 
married  Ann  daughter  of  Francis  Jacob,  of  Greeting, 
in  Suffolk,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Grace- 
church  flreet,  London  ;  was  fon  of  John  Gcrrard,  of 
Barking,  in  Eflex,  and  by  Ann  his  wife  had  Jacob 
Ganard,  of  this  town,  created  a  baronet  Auguif 
16,  1662,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ambrofe 
Jennings,  of  London,  gent,  by  whom  he  had  fir 
Thomas  Garrard,  bart.  who  married  Sarah,  dauditer 
of  Nicholas  Berman,  of  Peafonhale,  in  Suffolk,  and 
had  by  her  Jacob  Garrard,  of  Langford,  efq.  who 
died  before  his  father,  and  left  bv  Abigail  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Holland,  of  Ouidenham,  bart. 
two  daughters ;  Alathea,  married  to  Sir  Francis  Bick- 
ley,  ban  of  Attleburgh,  in  Norfolk,  by  whom  there 
is  no  iffue,  and  Sarah,  married  to  Charles,  third  fon 
of  fir  George  Downing,  of  Eafl  Hatlcy,  in  Cam- 
bridgefliire,  bart.  fo  that  this  lordfiiip  came  to  fir 
Nicholas  Garrard,  bart.  fecond  fon  to  fir  Thomas, 
who  married  Cecilia,  daughter  of  fir  Edwin  Steed, 
of  Steed's-hall,  in  Kent,  who  died  in  1727,  without 
iffue ;  and  fir  Jacob  Garrard  Downing,  bart.  and 
knight  of  the  Bath,  fucccedcd  to  the  lordfhip,  and  his 
legatees  enjoyed  it,  and  fold  Langford  about  the  )car 
1750  to  Henry  Ord,  efq.  of  the  Exchequer,  (his 
brother,  Robert  Ord,  was  late  lord  chief  baron  of 
Scotland)  whofe  fon,  about  1775,  fold  the  fame  to 
George  Nelfon,  efq.  fon  of  George  Nelfon,  efq.  late 
lord  irtayor  of  London,  and  he  is  the  prcfent  owner 
thereof. 

J-lerc 
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Here  is  now  only  die  manor-houfe  ftandlng,  a 
large,  good  building  of  brick,  and  now  turned  into 
a  farm-houfe,  to  which  was  a  park  adjoining. 

The  church  of  Langford  is  dedicated  to  St.  An- 
dre^v,  and  ftands  near  to  the  manor-houfe,  on  the 
wefh  fide  of  it,  and  is  an  ancient  fabrick  of  flint,  as 
appears  from  the  old  Gothic  arch  over  the  fouth 
door,  and  from  the  arch  that  divides  the  church 
from  the  chancel :  it  is  a  fingle  building,  covered 
with  tiles,  as  the  chancel  is. 

On  a  black  marble  on  the  pavement — Hae  Heth 
the  body  of  Sir  js^icholas  Garrard,  Bart,  uho  died  the 
iitk  of  March,  Anno  Dni.  1727. 

Againfl:  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a  very- 
large  and  coftly  monument  of  marble  and  alabafler, 
raifed  altar-wife,  and  with  a  back  or  wall-piece;  on 
the  body  of  it  Hcs  on  a  matt  the  effigy  of  fir  Ni- 
cholas Garrard  in  full  proportion,  on  his  right  fide, 
and  leaning  on  his  right  hand,  in  the  drels  and  habit 
of  an  old  Roman ;  at  his  back  is  a  pedeftal,  and  011 
that  an  urn,  with  a  flame,  'k.c.  On  each  fide  of  this 
pedeftal  flands  an  effigy  in  full  length,  8cc.  of  ala- 
bafler, the  one  of  fir  Jacob,  the  other  of  fir  Thomas 
GaiTard,  barts.  both  in  the  aforeiaid  drefs.  On  the 
pedeftal  is  this  infciiption; 

JVear  this  place  lye  intcrrd  the  Remains  of  Sir  Jacob 
Garrard,  (cldtft  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  Garrard,  Efq; 
an  eminent,  wealthy,  and  honourable  Citizen)  the  honour 
of  Iinighthocd  loas  coiferred  upon  him  by  his  pious  and 
royal  mafter  King  Charles  1.  in  the  year  1 64 1 ,  and  ly 
King  Charles  II.  he  luas  created  a  Baronet  in  the  year 
1662,  having  aided  and  ajffled  the  Royal  Family  loiih 
Men,  Money  and  Ar?7is,  in  their  Di/lrefs  and  Exile,  for 

D  i\,hick 


50  HUNDREDOF 

which  he  becmnc  ohncxious  to  the  UJu) pers  cf  Authority, 
and  -was  tryd  by  the  Committee  for  raijing  Supplies  as  a 
Delinquent,  hut  nohly  defended  both  his  Life  and  Eflate 
with  unfliaken  Refalutiin  and  flcdfaft  Loyalty.  He  de- 
parted this  Life  in  September  i6(j6,  having  eternized  his 
memory  by  living  acli  of  Charity,  ccn/inued  Acknowledg- 
fnentsfor  the  Mercy  cf  God  received  in  his  Deliverance. 
He  married  Mary  Jennings,  a  Lady  of  exemplary  Piety 
and  Virtue,  by  whom  he  had  many  Children,  fever  a  I  of 
which  died  young,  four  only  fuj-viving,  Thojnas,  jfacob, 
Ifaac  and  Mary;  the  eldeftfon  Thomas fucceeded  his  Fa- 
ther in  Honour  and  Fflate,  the  two  younger  married,  but 
left  no  fui-viving  JJfue ;  Mary,  the  Daughter,  married 
zuith  Richard  Btrney,  of  Reed  ham  in  the  County  of  jXcr" 
folk,   Efq; 

On  the  bafis  of  the  monument,  under  the  figure 
of  fir  Nicholas,  fir  Thomas  Garrard,  bart.  lies,  as 
alfo  doth  Sarah  his  wife  near  this  place:  fhe  was  the 
only  daughter  and  hcirefs  of  Nicholas  Bermcn,  of 
Peafon-hall  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  gent,  by  whom 
he  had  nine  children,  four  fons  and  five  daughters ; 
fix  of  them,  viz.  two  fons  and  four  daughters,  dy- 
ing in  their  minority,  were  likewife  buried  here,  and 
two  fons  and  a  daughter,  viz.  Jacob,  Nicholas,  and 
JNIary  furvivcd.  Mary  married  Samuel  Kerridge,  of 
Shelley-hall  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  efq.  fhe  de- 
parted this  life  in  April  1702,  and  is  likewife  in- 
terred in  this  chancel.  Jacob,  the  eldefl,  married 
Abigail,  daughter  of  fir  John  Holland,  of  Quidden- 
ham  in  this  county,  bart.  by  whom  he  had  feveral 
children,  w^ho  all  died  infants,  except  only  two 
daughters,  Alathea  married  to  fir  Francis  Bickley,  of 
Attleborough  in  this  county,  bart.  by  whom  fhe  had 
ieveral  children,  who  all  died  young;  and  Sarah, 
raariied  to  Charles  Downing,  efq.  comptroller  of 
his  majcfty's  cuftoms,  third  fon  of  fir  George  Down- 
ing, 
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ing,  of  EaO.  Hatley  in  the  county  of  Cambridge, 
knight  and  baronet,  by  Frances  Howard,  grand, 
daughter  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  lord  William  How- 
ard, of  Navvorth  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  bv 
him  the  faid  Sarah  hath  had  feveral  children,  of 
which  the  only  furvlvor  is  Jacob-Garrard  Downing, 
efq.  Jacob  Garrard  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  fa- 
ther fir  Thomas  Garrard,  and  is,  with  his  deceafed 
children,  interred  in  this  chancel. 

Hete  likewife  Is  depofited  the  body  of  fir  Nicho- 
las Garrard,  bart.  third  fon  of  fir  Thomas  Garrard ; 
lie  {itrceeded  his  father  in  title  and  eftate,  lived  infi- 
nitely beloved,  and  died  equally  lamented  without 
iffue,  the  11th  of  March,  anno  Domini  1727,  leav- 
ing behind  him  his  difconfolate  widow,  dame  Ceci- 
lia Garrard,  only  daughter  of  fir  Edwin  Stede,  of 
Stedc-hall  in  the  county  of  Kent,  by  Cecilia,  daugh- 
ter of  fir  William  Clard,  of  Ford  in  Wreatham,  in 
the  fame  county,  whofe  dame  Cecilia  Garrard,  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  her  dear  and  entirely  be- 
loved hufband,  together  with  his  worthy  anceflors, 
hath  in  duty  and  refpe^l:,  as  much  as  in  obedience 
to  his  dcfire,   caufed  this  monument  to  be  crcded. 

This  place  being  adorned  with  the  infignia,  Sjc. 
of  Richard  Garrard,  it  is  worthy  notice  what  Burton 
obferves,  p.  97,  that  a  fword  was  hung  up  in  the 
church  at  the  funeral  of  a  knight,  and  not  of  any 
perfon  under  that  degree,  becaufe  knights  at  their 
firfl  dubbing  did  in  former  times  take  an  oath  to  de- 
fend religion  and  the  church,  and  in  memorial  of 
that,  this  weapon  was  allowed  to  be  hung  up  there. 

The  lady  Wiche  brought  an  aclion  in  the  King's 

Bench  againfl  the  parfon   of  St.  Margaret's  churcii 

jn  Lothbury,  London,  for  that  the  faid  parfon  had 
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taken  an'ny  a  cont  avmour  and  certain  pcnons,  wkli 
the  arms  of  fir  Hugh  Wiclie,  her  hufl^and,  (once 
lord  mayor  of  London,  who  died  the  yth  of  Edward 
IV.)  and  a  fu'ord  out  of  the  chapel  where  he  was 
buried :  the  parloii  pleading  that  thefc  arms,  8cc. 
were  matters  of  offering  and  oblations,  and  therefore 
of  right  did  belong  to  him:  but  jullice  Yelverton 
held  it  as  no  plea,  and  that  they  are  not  intended 
as  oflfcrings  or  oblations,  but  were  hung  up  in  honor 
of  the  dcccafed,  and  therefore  do  not  belons;  to  the 
parfon.  And  if  the  parfon  has  not  a  right  to  take 
thefe  down  in  his  chancel  when  once  hung  up,  no 
ether  pcrfon  can  lay  any  pretence  or  claim  to  them. 

This  reclory  is  valued  at  4I.  15s.  lod.  and  the 
Rev.  'Ihomas  Bateman  was  prefcnted  to  it  in  1758, 
v-ith  the  confolidated  pariQi  of  Ickborough. 

NARBURGH,  or  Narborough,  is  fo  called  from 
its  fcite,  the  river  Nar  running  on  the  north  fide  of 
it. 

This  rivulet  hath  had  more  monafleries  and  reli- 
gious places  upon  it,  than  any  we  know  of,  viz. 
Caftleacre  abbey  or  priory,  Weftacre  priory,  South- 
acre  free  chapel  or  chauntiy,  the  free  chapel  of  fir 
Thomas  Becket  by  Weftacre,  Pcntney  priory,  Mar- 
ham  abbey,  Wormegay  priory,  Shouldham  abbey 
or  priory,  Narford  hermitage,  Setchy  hermitage,  8cc. 

Sir  Henry  Spelman,  in  his  Icenia,  page  142,  re- 
lates that  John  Bramc,  a  monk  of  Thetford,  who 
lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  in  a  MSS.  Hiftory, 
(quoted  frequently  by  Dr.  Caius  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Cambridge)  maintains  Narburgh  to  have  been  a  city 
in  die  lime  of  liter  Pendagron,  kingc  '  Britain,  about 
the  year  .{;oo,  governed  by  earl  Okcnard,  that  it  was 

befieged 
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befieged  feven  months  by  Waldy,  a  king  in  the 
neighbourhood,  who  on  the  taking  it,  entirelv  lafcd 
it.  Though  this  account  may  iavour  too  much  of 
the  cloider,  it  is  evident  that  it  was  a  place  of  emi- 
nence in  the  Saxon  age,  from  its  name,  and  the 
works  adjoining  to  it. 

At  this  time,  a  curious  large  military  fofs  or  ditcli, 
with  its  mound,  runs  from  this  town  to  Bcacham- 
■vvell  and  Berton,  Eaftmore  fen-ground;  by  this  en- 
trenchment the  hundred  of  Clackclofe  was  fo  well 
fecured,  that  no  pallage  or  entrance  could  be  into 
it  but  by  admiffion  here,  or  over  the  rivers  Oufc, 
Wiffcy  and  Nar,  which  furrounded  the  other  parts 
of  it.  At  the  head  of  this  fofs,  near  to  Narburgh 
hall,  was  a  lofty  artificial  hill,  ferving  as  a  fort  or 
encampment ;  at  the  foot  of  this  hill,  about  the  year 
1600,  feveral  human  bones,  and  pieces  of  armour, 
were  dug  up,  fir  Clement  Spelman  then  making  a 
garden  there. 

.  This  hill  was  called  in  evidences  the  Burgh,  or 
Burrow,  and  the  lands  round  it  retain  that  name. 

From  a  furvey  in  Mundeford  Spelman' s  time, 
*'  Lower  Burrow  contains  ten  acres,  and  is  bounded 
*-'  eaft  by  Narford,  north  by  the  river,  and  fouth  by 
*'  the  Middle  Burrow,  which  contains  fix  acres,  the 
"  Upper  Burrow  contains  feven  acres  and  abutts 
*'  north  on  Middle  Burrow  eaft,  on  the  field,  fouth 
*•  by  the  old  nurfery,  and  wefl  by  the  hall  walk." 
So  that  the  fcite  of  the  manor  is  very  near,  and  juft 
under  the  antient  burgh  or  forufication. 

It  was  a  mile  long,  and  ten  furlongs  broad,  and 
was  always  valued  at  SI. 

D^  The 
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The  family  of  Naibuigli  took  tliclr  name  from 
the  Lown,  and  %vcre  foon  after  the  conqueri;  lords  of 
it. 

From  the  Narburghs,  after  long  procefs  of  time, 
and  a  very  uncertain  defcent  of  heirs,  it  came  to  the 
Spclmans,  a  very  antient  family,  and  the  prcfent 
Rev.  Henry  Spelman,  vicar  of  this  parifli,  and 
vounger  fon  of  John  Spelman,  efq.  fold  it  to  Henry 
Daflivvood,  efq.  nephew  and  heir  to  the  late  fir  Tho- 
mas Peyton,  bart.  who  has  taken  the  name  of  Pey- 
f^n  according  to  his  uncle's  will,  and  has  fmce  his 
deccafe  been  created  a  baronet  by  the  prefcnt  king 
Aug.  24,    177b. 

West  AC  RE  Manor,  was  in  the  Spelmans,  and 
now  in  fir  Henry  Peyton. 

Grade's  Manor,  was  alfo  in  the  Spelmans. 

The  ancient  feat  of  the  Spclmans  flands  about  a 
furlong  eaft  of  the  church,  and  is  called  Narburgh- 
hall :  it  is  for  the  moft  part  built  of  flone  and  brick, 
and  has  had  a  moat  about  it:  it  was  erefled  by  judge 
Spelman  in  the  time  of  Henry  Vlll. 

The  name  and  family  of  Spelman  is  of  great  an- 
tiquity. 

That  great  antiquary,  and  moft.  learned  knight, 
fir  Henry  Spelman,  an  honour  to  the  college  where 
he  was  educated,  as  alfo  to  the  town  and  county  he 
was  born  in,  was  of  this  family:  his  Glojfary;  HiJ- 
tory  of  Sacrilege ;  Treatije  cle  non  lemerandis  EccUJijs^ 
and  other  numerous  valuable  works,  will  fliew  pof- 
tcrity  his  great  learning ;  his  Icmia^  or  Hijfory  of 
Norfolk,  which  he  intended,  was   the  firfl  dcfign  of 

that 
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that  kind  in  relation  to  this  county,  and  great  picv 
it  is,  that  all  his  collcc^iions  on  that  fubje6];,  except 
the  fragment  of  that  name  publifhed  in  his  poRhu- 
mous  vvoiks,  ftiould  be  diflipated  and  loft;  but  to 
refcue  his  pcrfon  from  the  fame  fate,  the  editors  of 
this  work  have  here  inferred  his  likenefs,  taken  from 
an  original  pi£lure  painted  in  his  own  time,  in  ho- 
nour of  him  who  was  fo  ufcful  a  member  to  liis 
country,  and  fo  great  a  promoter  of  the  laudable 
fludy  of  the  general  antiquities  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  particular  ones  of  this  his  native  countv :  he  was 
fhcriff  of  Norfolk  in  1605,  and  died  at  London  in*. 
1641,  having  married  Eleanor,  eldeft  daughter  and 
co-heir  of  John  L'Eftrange,  of  Sedgcford  in  this 
county,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  fir  John  Spelman,  of 
Heydon  in  this  county,  who  died  at  Oxford  in  1643, 
and  married  Ann,  daughter  of  fir  John  Townfliend, 
of  Rainhara. 

The  church  of  Narburgh  is  dedicated  to  All 
Saints,  and  has  a  nave,  a  north  and  a  fouth  aile,  and 
a  chancel  built  of  flint,  Sec.  the  nave  is  in  length 
about  fixty  feet,  and  about  thirty  in  breadth,  includ- 
ing both  the  ailes,  and  is  covered  with  reed.  The 
chancel,  two  ailes,  fouth  porch,  and  north  veftry, 
are  all  covered  with  lead.  This  nave,  or  body,  is 
of  great  antiquity. 

In  the  church  are  the  arms  of  a  great  many  per- 
fons  of  conlequence,  formerly  in  this  county. 

The  north  aile,  of  different  form  and  workman- 
fhip  from  the  nave,  is  not  above  half  the  length  of 
it :  this  is  an  additional  building,  and  not  fo  antique 
as  the  body  of  the  church:  ailes,  as  may  be  feen 
from  old  wills,  were  frequently  added  to  the  nave  or 
body  of  churches  by  religious,  devout  perfons,  and 
D  4  were 
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were  paitlcular  cliapels  or  oratorios  difllnct  from  the 
church,  and  dedicated  to  fome  faint ;  here  the  fouii- 
dcr  and  his  family  were  generally  buried,  and  chaun- 
tiies  were  frequently  kept,  and  fome  priefl  or  priefts 
had  annual  penfions  to  officiate  and  fing  mafs  for 
the  fouls  departed  of  the  founder  and  his  family  ; 
fometinies  they  were  founded  by  fome  lociety  or  fra- 
ternity of  perfons,  called  in  thofe  days  a  gild,  who 
alfo  had  their  priefls  to  officiate  in  the  fame  manner 
for  thofc  of  their  focicty. 

A  brafs  plate  under  two  portraitures  ; — To  John 
E)er,  EJ(j.  receiver-general  to  gueen  Lihabcih  in  the 
counties  of  Norfolk,  Sujfolk,  Cambridge  and  Hunting' 
don,  and  a  mafier  of  the  high  court  of  Chancer)- ;  ohiit 
May  20,  1361  ;  and  to  his  wife  Margajct,  daughter  of 
fir  1  hcmas  Blcucrhaifet,  Knt.  cf  Frens;  obiit  Dec.  1^, 
1538. 

This  John  Eyer,  as  fir  Henry  Spelman  obferves 
in  his  Hi/lory  of  Sacrilege,  p.  247,  was  a  great  pur- 
chafer  oi  religious  houfes  that  were  diffolved  by  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  bought  of  that  king  the  Friars  Car- 
melites, the  Grey  Friars,  die  Friars  Preachers,  or 
Black  Friars,  and  the  Auguftine  Friars  at  Eynn,  Sec. 
he  was  poffelTed  alfo  of  Bury  abbey,  and  died  with- 
out ilfuc. 

On  the  pavement  near  to  this  monument  lies  a 
marble  grave-ftone,  and  a  brafs  plate, — To  Elizabeth 
Goldyngham,  loife  of  John  Goldyngham,  Efq;  who  died 
the  ^th  day  of  February,  1556;  and  afhield,  Goldyng- 
ham impuUng  Spelman. 

At  the  cafi;  end  of  the  nave  flands  the  chancel,  in 
lcng:h  about  diirty  feet,  and  in  breadth  about  eigh- 
teen, of  the  fame  materials  with   the   church.     On 

the 
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the  |;avement  of  this  chancel  lie  fcveral  marble  J^rave- 
Uoucs,  near  the  cad  end  are  thefe,  Spelman,  Bran- 
thwayte — To  Muudcford  Spelman,  Efq;  who  died  Jan. 
30,  1723.  By  Julian  his  wife,  daut/JUer  of  William 
Branthwajte,  of  Hethd,  Efq;  he  lefc  ijjuc  three  fons  and 
one  dauglUer. 

There  are  mural  monuments  in  memory  of  many 
of  the  ancient  and  refpe6lable  family  of  Spelman, 
and  of  other  families,  which  \vc  have  neither  room 
nor  inclination  to  infert  here. 

At  the  eafl  end  of  the  nordi  part  of  the  chancel 
is  a  fmall  arch  in  the  ual!,  about  feven  feet  from 
die  ground,  and  in  it  lies  a  demi-ftatue  of  a  lady 
carved  out  of  ftone,  and  coup'd  at  the  middle  in 
miniature,  being  but  about  a  foot  long;  her  head- 
drefs  feems  very  antique ;  her  hands  are  conjoined 
on  her  bread,  holding  a  heart,  and  flie  reds  on  her 
back;  within  the  arch  againll  the  wail,  is  this  in- 
icription  only  in  Saxon  charaders,  in  letters  of  gold, 

DOMIJVA  :  AGATHA  :  A  :  KARBOROUGH, 

And  on  each  fide  of  this,  the  arms  of  Narburgh. 

This  is  a  piece  of  great  antiquity,  and  this  lady  is 
fjiid  to  have  died  in  1293,  and  probably  the  date 
was  formerly  inlcribed  here,  for  in  an  oldMSS.  of 
monuments,  colle£led  about  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, it  is  mendoned  in  this  manner,  Dim  Agatha 
N arbor Qugh  obijt  1  293. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  prior  and  convent 
of  Weft-acre  in  Norfolk,  held  two  parts  of  the  great 
tithes  appropriated  to  them  j   the  third  part,  or  por- 
tion. 
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lion,  was  then  in  the  paLronage  of  Aclam  Bigot,  and 
to  iliis  there  was  a  ictflor  infliiuted. 

In  1514,  the  rc(51or  was  alfo  vicar  of  Nniburgh, 
to  uhich  vicarage  tliis  portion  was  now  conloli dated, 
and  on  the  diffohition  of  \Veflacre  priory,  the  whole 
came  into  the  king's  hands,  and  was  gi\en  to  tlic 
Spelmans;  and  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
John  Spelman  had  it,  paying  4I.  per  ann.  to  the 
crown:  he  became  the  impropriator  of  the  whole 
re£lory,  and  Muridefo.rd  Spelman,  e/q.  about  the 
year  1680,  gave  unto  Mr.  Carlton,  then  vicar  of 
Karburgh,  all  his  impropriated  tithes  of  the  faid  pa- 
rifh,  and  fettled  them  upon  him  and  his  fuccelTors 
for  ever ;  which  impropriated  tithes,  at  an  eafy  com- 
pofition,  are  faid  to  be  worth  60I.  per  ann.  of  which 
the  far  greatefl  part  is  paid  out  of  the  lands  of  the 
faid  worthy  donor,  which  he  hath  in  the  faid  pariOi. 

The  vicars  of  Narburgh,  in  1308,  were  prefented 
by  the  convent  of  Weflacre,  and  nominated  by  the 
Lifliop  of  Norwich,  as  they  all  were  to  the  dilfolu- 
tion  in  1535,  when  the  patronage  was  in  the  crown. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
9I.    10s. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Spelman,  the  prefcnt  vicar,  has 
built  an  elegant  houfe,  though  fmall,  as  a  vicarage 
lioufe,  and  ^vhich  is  much  admired  for  its  neatnefs 
and  fuuation :  he  was  prefented  to  this  church,  with 
Narford,  by  the  late  John  Spelman,  efq.  in  1733. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  church-yard  are  the  foun- 
dations of  a  dilapidated  chapel,  about  thirty  yards 
didant  from  the  chancel's  end.  It  was  twelve  yards 
long  and  eight  wide, 

NARFORD. 
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NARFORD.  This  village  takes  its  name  from 
the  foixl  or  pafliigc  over  ihe  liver  Nar,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of"  which  it  Itands.  In  the  grand  f'urvey  it  is 
called  Ncvcforda.  Phanccon  was  then  the  lord  of  it, 
being  part  of  the  honour,  and  held  of  Alan,  carl  of 
Richmond :  In  the  Confeflbr's  time  Alfacli,  a  Saxon, 
was  the  owner  of  it  ;  there  were  then  three  carucates 
in  domain,  and  the  fame  at  tlic  furvey,  and  fix  caru- 
cates held  by  die  tenants,  and  four  freemen  held  one 
carucate  of  land  ;  there  was  one  mill  and  the  moiety 
of  another,  and  a  fifliery,  &c.  and  was  a  mile  in 
length,  and  as  much  in  breadth,  and  paid  at  the 
laft  furvey  5I   per  annum. 

Narford,  alias  Oldhall  Manor.  Phanccon, 
who  was  lord  at  the  furvey,  was  mofl:  probably  the 
anceflor  of  the  noble  family  of  Narford :  He  or  his 
immediate  defcendcnt  might  take  up  that  furnamc 
from  this  his  lordfhip,  as  was  the  common  and  ge- 
neral praftice  of  that  age,  derived  from  the  Normans. 
That  the  family  of  Narford  had  lands  here,  and  in 
Norfolk,  nigh  to  the  time  of  the  great  furvey,  ap- 
pears from  anticnt  record. 

In  1274  Sir  William  de  Narford  was  lord,  and 
had  free  warren  not  only  in  his  domain  lands,  but  of 
thofe  of  other  men  in  this  town,  which  were  held  of 
the  honour  of  Richmond,  and  the  bailiffs  of  the 
earl  of  Richmond  kept  the  lete. 

This  Sir  William  married  Petronilla,  one  of  the 
daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  John  de  Vallibus,  or 
Vaux.  who  brought  a  very  confiderable  eflatc  to  this 
family,  and  was  one  of  thofe  great  men  who  were 
lummoned  to  attend  Edward  I.  at  Portfmouth,  in  an 
expedition  to  Gafcoigne,  in  his  22d  year,  to  recover 
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that  province,  and  was  in  that  year,  and  in  die  2_-th 
of  the  faid  king,  called  to  parhament  as  a  barou. 

Tn  1354,  Edward  III.  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  de 
Narford  a  market  and  two  lairs  at  Narford. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  Edmund  Oldhall  held 
here  half  a  fee  of  the  honour  of  Richmond.  This 
family  gave  name  to  this  manor,  though  their  inteiell 
herein  was  fliort,  for  in  the  2d  of  Henry  IV.  John 
Crocket  ^vas  lord  of  the  manor  of  Oldhall. 

In  the  14th  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Richard  Beckham 
had  livery  of  the  manors  of  Narford,  called  Cockcts, 
and  that  called  Crofts;  and  John  Beckham,  cfq. 
died  about  16.58,  lord  of  die  fame.  He  had  li- 
cence on  the  7ih  of  April,  in  the  7ih  of  Charles  I. 
10  alienate  the  manors  of  Nariord  and  Sawtrcy  to 
Martin  Southoufe,  gent. 

Westacke  Manor  was  in  the  priory  of  Weftacre, 
r^nd  the  prior  in   1343  paid  20s.  lor  die  aid  then  A- 

On  the  diflfolution  of  the  priory  it  came  to  the 
crown,  and  was  grained  on  the  6th  of  January,  in  the 
2d  and  3d  of  Philp  and  Mary,  to  fir  Thomas  Gref- 
ham,  founder  of  the  Royal  Exchange  at  London,  to 
be  held  in  Knight's  fervice  in  capite ;  about  the  26th 
of  Elizabeth,  fir  Henry  Nevile,  coufin  and  heir  in 
right  of  his  wife  to  the  aforefaid  Knight,  had  livery 
of  it. 

Narford  was  lately  the  property  of  fir  Andrew  Foun- 
laine,  knt.  and  w  \v  (j1  his  heir  Brigg  Price  Foun- 
laine,  c!q.  Sir  An  l.ew  built  the  manfion-houfc,  called 
Nuifo  d-hall,  and  refidcd  there  to  his  death:  It  is  a 

leat 
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feat  enriched  with  many  curiofuics,  many  valuable 
coins,  an  admired  collection  of  piclurcs,  urns,  and 
other  pieces  of  antiquity.  Sir  Andrew  was  cele- 
brated for  his  great  tafle  by  Mr.  Pope,  and  he  is  faid 
to  have  purchafcd  for  fn-  Robert  Walpole  fome  of 
the  finefl  paintings  at  Houghton.  This  feat  is  as  well 
delcrving  the  vifitof  a  curious  traveller  as  any  m  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  and  in  general  indeed  it  is  vlfited 
by  (Irangers  who  make  the  tour  of  this  couLty. 
From  the  appearance  of  the  front  of  the  houfe,  which 
is  not  extenlive,  the  many  infidc  apartments  flrikc 
the  obftnver  with  fnrprize,  as  they  fecni  to  grow  up 
infenlibly  to  his  oblervation,  and  he  rather  wonders 
where  they  rife  from.  There  is  a  very  valuable  li- 
brary, many  of  the  books  rare  and  of  great  curiofitv, 
and  the  room  is  adorned  with  many  capital  pidures. 

The  family  of  Fountaine  was  originally  of  Sail  hi 
Norfolk,  and  afiumed  the  furname  of  De  Fonte,  or 
Fontibus,  fioni  the  fprings  or  fountains  that  they 
dwelled  bv. 

The  houfe,  fays  a  modern  traveller,  is  a  good  one, 
but  not  the  obje6l  of  view  fo  much  as  the  curiofities 
it  contains,  amongfl  which,  nothing  is  more  llriking 
than  the  cabinet  of  earthen  ware,  done  after  the  de- 
hgns  of  Raphael ;  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  it,  and 
all  extremely  fine.  Tlie  coUeclion  of  antique  urns, 
vafes,  fphinxes,  kc.  is  reckoned  a  good  one  ;  but 
what  gives  more  pleafure  than  the  venerable  remains 
of  this  kind,  is  a  fmall  modern  fleepmg  Venus  iii 
white  marble,  by  Delveau ;  which  in  female  fofinefs 
and  delicacy  is  exceedingly  beautiful  The  bronzes 
are  very  Hne. 


Pa'ntmT'^, 
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Paintings,  Rlstos,  Sec.  at  Narford. 

In  the  Hall. 

At  the  eafl  end,  a  piflure  reprefeiuing  ilie  clell- 
very  of  Achilles,  by  his  moiher  '1  hsus,  to  the  cen-' 
taur  Chiron,  for  education. 

On  the  north  fide,  Europa  carried  b\'  Jupiter,  un- 
der the  form  of  a  bull,  over  the  Hcllcfpont. 

Next  the  chimney,  Arachne  turned  into  a  fpidcr 
by  Minerva, 

On  the  left  of  die  chimney,  NarcilTus. 

On  the  fouth  fide,  the  centaur  NeflTus  carrying 
away  Dejanira,  the  wife  of  Hercules. 

Over  the  door  to  the  eaft,  Sufanna  and  the  two 
elders. 

Its  companion,   Angelica  and  Mcdar,  from  Taflb. 

Over  the  door  to  the  north,  the  death  of  Lucrcda. 

Over  the  door  to  the  weft,  SophoniHba  poifoning 
herfelf.     Thefe  are  by  Pelegrini. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  portrait  of  lord  Burlington, 
who  made  fir  Andrew  Fountaine  a  prelcnt  of  tlielc 
pictures. 

On  the  table  next  the  chimney,  a  buflo  of  the 
emperor  Hadrianus. 

On  each  fide  two  antique  fphinxs. 

On  the  other  table,  a  fleeping  Venus,  very  fine, 
by  Monfieur  Delveau. 

On  the  ftair-cafe  are  the  portraits  of  the  reigning 
princes  of  England,  beginning  at  the  top  with  king 
James  I.  down  to  king  George  II.  by  different 
hands. 

A  Dutch  market,  the  figures  by  Rubens,  and  the 
fruit  by  Snyders,  very  fine. 

Some  antique  buftos  and  rehevos. 

The 
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The  Billiard  Room, 

To  ihe  north,  the  large  piclure  reprefenting  the 
marriage  of  the  Sea  at  Venice,  an  annual  ceremonv, 
after  Tintorctt. 

St.  Ihomas  with  a  dead  Chrifl:,  in  the  manner  of 
A.  Duror. 

On  each  fide  the  door,  two  landfcapes  reprefenting 
r.hc  good  Samaritan,  by  Sebaflian  Burdon. 

Lhider  the  large  picture,   a  landfcape,  by  Rofa  de 
Ti^•oli. 
t    A  Dutch  fair,  after  Wouvermans. 

A  landfcape,  the  journey  into  the  Wildernefs  from 
Egvpt,  by  Bcrghem. 

On  the  eaft  fide,  Danae  and  the  golden  fiiowcr, 
after  Titian,  by  Pouffin. 

On  each  fide,  two  fea  pieces,  by  Van  Vdd. 

Dutch  boors,  by  Hemfkirk. 

The  infidc  of  the  church  at  Antwerp,  by  Tenif. 

Three  cupids  in  a  chajiot  drawn  by  doves,  by 
Albano. 

A  piece  of  architeSure. 

A  Dutch  piece,  by  Hemfkirk. 

A  landfcape. 

Over  the  door  on  the  left  hand,  a  mufician,  after 
Mola. 

Over  ditto  on  the  right,  Glaucus,  and  Scylla,  by 
Salvator  Rofa. 

Titus's  arch,  bv  N.  Poufiin. 

A  fine  landfcape  with  cattle,  by  Tintoretto. 

Over  it,  a  battle  piece,  by  Mich.  Angclo  della  Bat- 
taglia, 

A  fine  ;\hole  length  of  Mary  de  Medicis,  by  C. 
Janfcn. 

In  the  bed-chamber  next  the  painter's  room.  Two 
landfcapes  in  the  ftyle  of  Huifman  of  Mechlin. 

On 
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On  the  Stair  Cafe. 

^  A  piece  of  fculpturc  of  Prometheus  chained  to  a 
jock,  by  Cavalier  David. 

A  fine  head  of  a  boy,  antique. 

Several  antique  ftatues. 

In  the  Dinviz  Parlcur. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  bas  relievo  of  the  Roman 
charity,  by  Camillo  Rofconi. 

Three  antique  bufls. 

On  the  right  of  the  chimney,  a  portrait  of  a  Dutch 
burgo-maltcr,  by  Simon  de  \'os. 

On  the  left  of  ditto,  a  portrait  of  Sir  T.  Chicely, 
mafler  of  the  ordnance,  by  Dobfon. 

On  the  fouth  fide,  behind  the  door,  a  portrait  of 
the  earl  of  Portland,  when  ambaffador  in  France,  bv 
Rigeau. 

A  portrait  of  a  Duke  of  Richmond,  of  the  Stcvvan 
family,  by  A.  Vandyck. 

On  the  right  of  the  door,  a  portrait  of  a  ladv,  by 
Cornelius  Janfen. 

Its  companion,  a  portrait  of  fir  Henry  Spelmai:, 
by  ditto. 

The  little  withdrawing  Room. 

On  the  right  hand  of  the  door,  a  Holy  Family,  by 
Titian. 

Over  it,  a  portrait  of  a  youth,  by  fir  Peter  Lely. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  portrait  of  Vandyck,  by 
himfclf. 

On  the  north  fide,  Galatea,  after  Raphael,  by  An- 
drea Sacchi. 

Two  landfcapes,  by  old  Brueghel. 

On  the  left  of  the  door,  to  the  north,  the  death  of 
Abfalom,  by  M.  Angelo  dclia  Battaglia. 

A  pidure 
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A  pi(flurc  of  horfes,  by  Wouvermans. 

St.  Jerome,  in  the  ftilc  of  Titian. 

To  the  weft,  on  the  right  of  the  window,  a  Ma- 
dona,  by  Andrea  Schiavoni. 

Below  it,  a  view  of  Boxhill,  near  Epfom,  by  Wyk. 

On  the  right  of  the  door,  the  angel  and  Tobit,  by 
Lanfranc. 

In  the  Clojtt 

Is  a  very  curious  coUe^lion  of  earthen  ware,  painted 
from  the  defigns  of  Raphael  Urbino,  John  d'CJdina, 
^•c.   It  is  the  largeft  colleciion  in  England. 

Blue  Drawing  Room. 

Over  the  chimney,  a  fine  picture  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  gathering  manna,  by  A.  Bloemart. 

The  marriage  in  Cana,   by  old  Franks. 

Behind  the  door,  a  bravo,  by  Spagriolet, 

An  old  woman,  by  M.  A.  Caravagio. 

A  portrait  of  Rambeot,  a  difciple  of  Rubens,  by 
himfelf.      fcarce. 

Julius  Casfar,  and  its  companion,  an  emblem  of 
vidory,  by  Julio  Romano,  out  of  the  colleciion  of 
king  Charles  I. 

Two  landfcapes,  hand  unknown. 

A  very  fine  picture  of  fpaniels,  by  Fyt. 

A  bull  hunting,  its  companion,  by  Rofa  di  Tivoli. 
A  fine  pidure  of  the  Holy  Family,  by  Andrea  del 
Sarto. 

A  Bacchus,  by  Poffin 

A  portrait,  by  Vandyck. 

Underneath,  on  the  right,  an  ufurcr  and  lady,  by 
Rembrandt. 

The  interview  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  Ann  of 
Cleves,  by  H.  Holbein,  or  John  of  Mabufe. 

E  Over 
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Over  the  door,  St.  John  in  the  Wildcrncfs,  byAn- 
nibal  Caracci. 

A  young  Roman,  by  M.  Ang.  Caravaggio. 
A  flower  piece,  by  old  Bapiiit. 

Stucco  Dinifig-Roojn, 
Is  hung  with  family  pictures. 

The  Pi cl lire  Clojet. 

Apollo  and  Daphne,  by  Simone  Memmi,  a  difci- 
ple  of  Giotto. 

On   the  right,  at  the  top,  a  Madona  and  Child, 
by  Albert  Durer. 

Ditto,  its  companion,    by  a  fcholar  of    Raphael 
Urbino. 

Part  of  the  Holy  P'amily,  by  Vanderwerf. 

Its  companion,  ditto,  by  Carlo  IVIaratti. 

At  the  bottom,  on  the  right,  a  Holy  Family,  by 
Le  Loire. 

In  the  middle,  Corregio's  family,  by  Corregio. 

Its  companion,  a  Holy  Family,  hand  imknown. 

On  the  left,  Mofes  found  by  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
by  Tintoretto. 

The  crucifixion,  by  Magnafci. 

A  head  of  Rubens's  wife,  by  Rubens. 

The  adoration  of  the  fliephcrds,  in   the   flile  of 
Corregio. 

In  the  middle,   the  afcenfion,  by  Solimeni. 

On  the  left,  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul  on  marble, 
by  Pietro  Cantarini. 

Two  old  men,  by  Quintin  Matfys  of  Antwerp. 

Two  battle  pieces,  by  Burgigoni. 

On  the  left,  our  Saviour  curing  the  blind,  by  Old 
Franks. 

A  Colombine  and  Pierot,  by  Vatteau. 

A  laadfcape,  by  Woovermans. 

A  Ma^ 
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A  Madona,  by  Carlo  Dolci. 

A  Flemifh  merrv-makino;,   bv  P.  Ang;elles, 

The  death  of  St.  Sebaflian,  by  Tintoretto. 

On  the  weft  fide,  at  the  top,  two  fine  landfcapes» 
by  Salvator  Rofa. 

In  the  middle,  our  Saviour  in  the  garden,  by  P. 
le  Genoefe. 

On  the  left,  a  Holy  Family,  by  Schidoni. 

On  the  right,  two  cupids,   by  N.  Pouffin. 

A  head  of  old  Dobfon  on  paper,  by  Dobfon, 

On  the  right  hand,  Euridice  wounded  by  a  ferpent, 
by  Poelenbarch. 

On  the  left,  the  feaft  of  St.  Ca^cilia,  on  marble, 
by  Van  Balen. 

Two  boys  heads,  by  Francis  Hals. 

Three  children  of  the  earl  of  Dorfet's,  by  H. 
Holbein, 

A  Bacchanalian,  by  Pelegrini. 

A  Sacrifice,  by  J.  Kicci. 

In  the  Drejfing-Room. 

To  the  eaft,  Galatea,  by  Ricci. 
Two  views  of  Venice,  by  Cagnaletti. 
A  cupid.  by  Jofeppi  Chiari. 

The  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  by  Domenico  Fetli', 
very  fine. 

Over  the  cabinet,  a  facrifice,  by  N.  Pouffin. 

Its  companion,  by  ditto. 

Mofes  found  by  Pharaoh's  daughter,  by  Pelegrini, 

The  Library 

Is  forty  feet  by  twenty-one ;  in  It  are  feveral  an- 
tique Roman  and  Egyptian  vafes. 


E  2  The 
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The  Library  Clcjcf. 

To  the  eart,  the  middle  picture  is  St.  Caeciila,  a 
copy  from  a  picture  by  Carlo  Moratti,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  by  J.  Davis,  elq,  of  Wal- 
lington. 

On  each  fide,  two  picTiurcs,  by  Pietro  di  Pictris. 

A  veflal  virgin,  by  J.  Raoux. 

A  Holy  Family,  by  N.  Bcrctoni. 

On  each  fide,  two  Holy  Families,  by  Carlo  Ma- 
ratti. 

Over  the  chimney  are  feveral  antique  bronzes. 

1  he  Apollo  with  the  golden  drapery  is  antique. 

A  vefLal  virgin,  by  Carlo  Maratti. 

The  librar)%  which  is  e\'ery  way  beautifully  fitted 
up,  and  well  filled  with  books  of  true  value,  and 
fome  of  great  curiofity,  hath  alfo  the  pidures  of  die 
following  famous  men. 


Titian. 
Aretin. 
Inigo  Jones. 
Palladius. 
Laniere. 
Reubens. 
Dr.  Aldridge. 
Earl  of  Montrofs. 
Guftavus  Adolphus. 
Alexander  Septimus. 
Prince  Rupert. 
1  2.  Sir  Kcnelm  Digby. 

13.  Sir  John  Maynard. 

14.  Admiral  Blake. 

15.  Dr.  Prideaux. 
lO.  CorneUus  Janfen. 


]. 

2. 

3- 
4- 

3- 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9- 

10. 

1 1. 


17.  Waller. 

18.  Dr.  Pocock. 

19.  Ben  Johnfon. 

20.  William  Shakefpearc. 

21.  Cardinal  Mazarine. 

22.  Marfliall  Turcnne. 

23.  Butler. 

24.  C.  Cotton. 

25.  Cowley. 

26.  Duke  of  Devonfhire. 

27.  ArchbifliopTilloLfon. 

28.  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

29.  Dr.  Waliis. 

30.  Dr.  Mead. 

31.  Dr.  RatciifF. 

The 


SOUTH    GREENHOE.  69 

The  firft  of  the  family  of  the  Fountaincs  lived 
in    die  reign  of  Heniy  III.  about  the  year  1265. 

After  many  generations  and  different  heirs  in  the 
fame  family,  lived  John  eldeil:  Ion  of  Arthur  Foun- 
taine,  of  Sail  :  he  married  luary  daughter  and  hei- 
refs  of  James  Brigge,  of  Sail,  in  whofe  right  thii 
family  have  ever  fnice  quartered  the  arms  of  Erigge 

Brigg  Fountainc,  efq.  died  in  1661,  and  by  Jo- 
anna eldoft  filler  of  Robert  Henley,  efq.  he  had 
Andrew  Fountaine,  efc[.  who  married  Sarah  eldefl 
daughter  of  hr  Thomas  Chicheley,  who  lies  interred 
in  a  vault  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aile  of  Nar- 
ford  church,  and  a  mural  monument  againd  the 
fouth  wall  there,  is  thus  infcribed : 

"  In  the  vault  adjoining  L'es  the  body  of  An- 
*'  drew  Fountaine,  of  Sail  in  this  county,  efq.  who 
"  died  the  7th  of  October,  1G61,  and  of  Joanna 
"  Henly,  eldeft  filler  of  Robert  Henly,  Efq;  who 
"  fucceeded  the  duke  of  Buckingham  in  the  mafter- 
"  fliip  of  ihe  Kings-Bench  office:  the  faid  Andrew 
*'  ferved  in  three  feveral  feihons  of  parliament  in  the 
"  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  He  marned  Sarah 
"  Chichely,  youngeft  daughter  of  fir  i  lioraas  Chi- 
"  chely,  mafter  of  the  ordnance,  chancellor  of  the 
"  dutchye  of  Lancafter,  and  privy  councellour  to 
"  king  Charles  and  James  II.  by  whom  he  hcd  fe- 
"  veral  children,  and  left  furviving,  fir  Andrew, 
"  Brig,  and  Elizabeth,  ob.  im°  Februarij  1706,  JEt. 

:'  Lxxiv.' 

Elizabeth,  filler  of  fir  Andrew,  married  colonel 
Edward  Clent,  of  Knightwick  in  Worcellerfiiire,  a- 
terwards  of  Norfolk,  by  whom  he  left  one  only 
daughter, 

E  3  Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth,  married  to  capi.  William  Price,  who 
left  only  one  fon,  the  prefent  Brigg  Founiainc,  efq. 
and  is  interred  in  the  family  vault  at  Narford. 

Brf  gg  Fountaine,  efq.  fervcd  the  off  ice  of  high 
fherifF  for  this  county  in  the   year  1775. 

Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  died  at  Narford,  and  was 
interred  in  ihe  family  vault.  He  was  efteemed  to 
be  one  of  the  politefl  and  b  !t  bird  m- n  of  his  age, 
and  was  remajkably  neat  in  his  perfpn. 

January  15,  1725,  Jo'in  Anilis,  Cartrr  King  at 
arms,  by  order  of  Georv  I.  granted  bv  patcxu  to 
fir  Andrew  Fountaine,  !•  't.  then  vice-chamberlain 
to  the  princefs  of  Wales  .  d  tutor  to  his  h!;:hnefs 
prince  William,  for  \,ivui  he  was  inftpTcd  (as 
proxy)  Knight  of  the  honourabl .  oi<'':rof  the  Bath, 
fupporters  to  his  arms,  viz.  on  either  ij  ic  a  Hon  gul. 
\vith  wings  ereded  ur,  with  phe  r!.l  iamily  rroito, 
VIX.  EA.  jVOSTRA.  VOCO,  and  the  ancient  arms  of 
Fountaine,  or,  a  fefs  gul.  between  three  elephants 
heads  erafed  lab. 

The  Romans  appear  to  have  had  a  ftatlon  at  this 
place,  many  Roman  bricks  being  loand  by  the  work- 
men about  the  hall,  and  fir  Andrew  Fountaine  dug 
up  a  Roman  vaic  in  the  hall-yard. 

There  was  alfo  a  chapel  here  formerly,  for  many 
human  bones,  and  a  (lone  coffin  were  dug  up :  this 
was  the  cell  and  chapel  of  lome  hermit,  for  they 
generally  chofe  their  flaiion  near  lome  frequented 
load  or  palfage  over  a  river,  as  this  was. 

This 


SOUTH     GREENHOE.  71 

I'his  village  now  confifts  of  but  two  or  three 
houies,  befides  the  hall ;  but  that  it  was  confiderable 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  appears  from  his  grant 
of  a  market  and  two  fairs  here  to  fir  Thomas  de 
Nerford,  and  the  court-rolls  of  the  manor  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.  fhew  that  there  were  then  above 
one  hundred  dwclling-houfes,  befides  an  hamlet  call- 
ed Cufthorpe,  or  Cowflhoipe,  htuated  in  the  mea- 
dows, near  the  ri^'er  towards  Wefl-acre ;  and  men- 
tion of  it  is  made  in  the  7th  of  Charles  I. 

The  church  of  Narford  is  a  fmall  regular  build- 
ing, dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  confiding  of  a 
nave,  a  north  and  fouth  aile,  with  a  chancel,  all  co- 
vered with  lead ;  and  at  the  weft  end  of  the  nave 
flands  a  four-fquare  tower,  with  three  bells,  on  which 
fir  Andrew  Fountaine  ere6led  a  fpire  of  wood  and 
painted,  with  a  wearhcr-cock  and  ball,  gilt.  The 
fouth  porch  is  tiled. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  lies  a  grave-ftone, 
having  a  crofs  pattee  carved  on  the  fummit  of  a  ftafF, 
the  infignia  of  fome  Knight  Templar. 

In  the  chancel,  under  the  north  wall,  with  an  arch 
raifed  over  it,  lies  a  marble  ftone,  with  a  crofs  floral 
carved  on  it,   in  memory  of  the  founder. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  we 
find  that  the  prior  of  Weft-acre  had  the  reiiory  here 
appropriated  to  him,  and  the  patronage  of  the  vica- 
rage was  in  that  priory. 

W^hen  the  leafe   of  the  great  tithes  of  this  town 

(which  were  granted  to  the  fee  of  Ely  in  queen  Eli- 

E  4  zabetb's 
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zabetli's  time)  ^vas  renewed  by  Dr.  Lany,  LiPnop  oT 
Ely,  an  augmentation  of  lol.  per  ann.  was  rcfervcd 
to  this  vicar  and  his  fuccefTors,  to  be  paid  by  the 
leffce,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  Before  this, 
it  appears  from  the  accounts  of  the  receiver-general 
qf  the  court  of  augmentation  in  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry VIII.  that  a  yearly  pendon  was  paid  and  account- 
ed for  by  him  of  il.  13s.  4d.  as  an  augmentation 
to  the  vicar  of  Narford  for  ever,  out  of  the  lands 
late  belonging  to  Weft-acre  priory,  and  the  fame 
pcnfion  wc  {ind  to  be  continued  and  paid  by  the  re- 
ceiver-general in  the  13th  of  cjucen  Elizabeth. 

It  appears  from  the  will  of  Richard  Rand  in  141  7, 
that  there  w-ere  then  Handing  in  the  church-yard  a 
chapel,  dedicated  (as  the  church  was)  to  St.  Mary ; 
and  in  1405,  John  Brofliard  by  will  gave  legacies  to 
the  gild  of  St.  Mary,  to  that  of  the  Holy  Tiinity, 
and  to  that  of  St.  Mary's  chapel  in  the  church-yard, 
the  foundations  of  which  may  ftill  be  leen  in  the 
north  part  of  the  church-yaid,  at  fome  dillance  from 
the  church. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
61.  13s.  4d.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Spclman  is  the 
prcfent  vicar,  and  holds  k  with  Narburgh,  to  which 
he  was  prefented  by  the  late  J.  Spelman,  efq.  in  1753. 

In  that  part  of  the  parifli  of  Weft-acre,  which 
lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Nar,  and  is  confe- 
fjuently  in  this  hundred,  on  a  hill  about  half  a  fur- 
long Irom  the  river,  between  South-acre  and  Nar- 
ford, are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  commonly  called 
Beckct's  Chapel;  it  being  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas 
Bcckct,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury;  on  the  day  of 
whofc  tranllation,  viz.  July  the  7th,  there  is  an  an- 
nual i'dii  held  here,  which  in  1478   was  granted  by 

Edward 
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Edward  IV.  to  the  prior  of  Wefl-acrc,  to  which  mo- 
nafleiy  diis  was  a  cell.  71ie  cuftos,  or  iiia^cr,  and 
two  or  three  monks  his  brcihicn,  dwelt  in  a  houfc 
joined  to  the  north-cafl  part  of  the  chapel,  and  per- 
formed divine  fervice  daily,  it  ftandiug  by  die  pafs 
over  the  river,"  where  the  pilgrims  and  other  travel- 
lers paffed  by  Callle-acre  to  Our  Lady  at  Waiang- 
ham.  The  chapel  was  fixiy  feet  long  and  thirty 
broad,  and  its  cemitry  or  burial-place  was  walled  in, 
and  was  as  many  yards  in  breadth  and  length. 

NECTON,  or  Neighton.  In  king  Edward  the 
Confelfor's  time,  Harold,  who  was  afterwards  king 
of  England,  was  lord  of  this  town  ;  which  on  the 
conc}uefl  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  one  of  his 
lords  and  followers,  Ralph  de  Tony,  and  at  the  fur- 
vey  he  held  it. 

This  Ralph  de  Tony  was  with  the  Conqueror  a,t 
the  battle  of  Haflings,  and  for  his  fervices  had  the 
grant  of  this  lordfhip,  with  many  others  of  this 
county.  8cc.  he  was  fon  of  Robert  de  Tony,  a  great 
Noniian  baron,  who  was  ftandard  bearer  of  Nor- 
mandy. 

From  this  family  it  defcended  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  to  the  Nevilcs,  earls  of  Warwick,  and 
was  in  the  3d  of  Henry  VII.  releafed  by  Ann  coun- 
tefs  of  Warwick,  to  that  king,  and  remained  in  the 
crown  till  it  was  granted  on  the  27th  of  June,  in  the 
2d  and  3d  of  Philip  and  Mary,  as  is  expreffed  in  the 
patent,  to  her  beloved  and  faithful  counfellor,  fir 
Henry  Bedingfield,  of  Oxburgh,  being  parcel  of  the 
poffelfions  called  Warwick  lands,  with  the  wood 
called  Ne6lon  wood,  and  park  ;  the  manor  of  Weft- 
acre,  in  Grimfton,  and  Congham  ;  the  manor  of 
Hiilington,  called  the  Abbot's  manor  j  the  manor  of 

Uphali 
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Tjpliall.  alias  Afliill,  Collaids  and  Games,  with  the 
ad\o\v(on  ol  the  church  ot  Alhill,  iii  coufideration 
of  his  furrendciing  a  penfion  of  lool.  per  annum, 
granted  liim  bv  the  faid  queen  for  Hfc,  for  his  lervices 
at  Frauilingham,  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  alfo  in 
exchange  lor  the  manors  of  VVald  Newton  and  Bayn- 
lon,  in  Yoikfliirc,  granted  as  above  :  In  this  family 
it  continued  till  it  was  fold  to  Henry  Eyre,  efq.  of 
Burcs-hall,  in  Hale,  whofe  brother,  Dr.  Eyie,  had  it. 

It  has  within  thefe  few  vcavs  been  purchafed  by 
ihe  late  Daniel  Collyer,  efc[.  of  Wroxham  ;  and  his 
heir,  the  Re\'.  Mr.  Daniel  Collyer,  of  Wroxham,  is 
the  prcfcnt  lord  of  it. 

Sparham-Hall,  Cockets,  alias  Corbet's,  and 
CurRCHMAx's.  Spaiham-hall  lordflnp  was  a  part 
granted  from  the  capita'  manor  of  Necion,  bv  Roger 
lie  iony,  father  of  Ralph,  to  Roger  de  Cliliord. 

Afterwards  it  came  into  the  family  of  the  Cockets, 
and  from  them  took  its  name. 

To  this  lordlliip  belonged  a  free  chapel,  called 
Sparham  chapel. 

This  chapel  was  entirely  demol-fhed  at  the  diffo- 
lution  in  Hv-^nry  VIII.  and  the  revenues  granted  by 
this  prince  to  the  reflory  of  Nedon. 

The  advowfon  and  impropriation  of  this  re£lory 
was  fold  in  1719,  to  John  Rolf  Clark,  and  his  heir 
fold  them  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Young,  attorney  at  law, 
in  Swaftham,  and  at  his  death  Mrs.  Mary  Young, 
widow,  had  them  for  life,  they  being  fettled  on  the 
Rev.  William  Young,  of  Caius  College,  but  now  of 
Swaifham,  her  fccoi:d  on,  ^nd  his  heirs. 

This 
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This  impropriation  being  a  lay  fee,  was  ever  fince 
the  clifTolution  rented  by  the  reftors,  as  it  now  is, 
there  being  paid  3^!.  per  annum  to  the  patron  for  it. 
and  before  the  Reformation,  the  reflors  rented  it  at 
40s.  per  annum,  paid  to  the  prior  of  Weil-acre. 

The  church  of  Ne£lon  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
and  is  a  beautiful  and  elegant  iirufture ;  it  confifls  of 
a  nave,  a  north  and  fouth  aile  of  flint,  Sec.  covered 
with  lead,  the  roof  of  the  nave  is  of  oak,  curioully 
wrought  and  embellifhed. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  ftands  a  large  and 
lofty  fquare  tower  of  flint,  coped  and  embattled  with 
frce-flone,  in  which  is  a  ring  of  five  good  bells. 
At  the  weft  end  of  the  church  lie  leveral  grave- 
ftones,  one  in  memory  of  John  Mafon,  of  Neilon, 
gent,  who  died  November  igth,  1712,  in  the  65th 
year  of  his  age.  A  fecond  in  memory  of  Prances, 
wife  of  John  Mafon,  of  Neclon,  gent,  who  died 
November  2d,  1720,  in  the  67111  year  of  her  age. 
A  third  in  memory  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
and  Frances  Mafon,  who  died  March  17th,  1702,  in 
the  Sth  year  of  her  age. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  nave  is  a  ftone  in  memory 
of  Richard  Mafon,  efq.  who  died  December  I5tli, 
1722,  in  the  37tli  year  of  his  age.  Near  to  this  one 
in  memory  of  John  Mafon,  fon  of  Richard  Mafon, 
and  Frances  his  wife,  who  died  January  4th,  1714. 
One  with  Mafon,  arg.  a  fefs,  and  in  chief  two  lions 
heads  coup'd  azure. 

In  1  749,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Patrick  Young  was  in- 
ftituted  at  the  prefentation  of  Mary  Young,  of  Swafi- 
ham,  widow,  to  the  reftory  and  vicarage,  confolidated 
July  11,  1718,     On  Mrs.  Youngs  deceafe  Mr.  J.  P. 

Young 
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Yoiin;^  became  patron,  and  in  1752  prcfcnted  tlie 
Rev.  William  Young,  of  SAvaffham,  younger  brother 
to  Bei.jamin  Young,  efq.  laic  captain  lieutenant  in 
the  Wclfli  Fuzileers,  who  rcr\ed  many  years  in  iliac 
regiment.  Captahi  Young  lies  buried  in  the  church 
at  Svvaffham. 

This  paiifli  has  an  eflate  belonging  to  it,  let  at 
6  Tjl,  per  annum,  and  one  let  at  5I.  10s.  per  annum, 
and  (evcral  alms-houfes  near  the  church,  the  proliis 
of  which  are  principally  to  repair  and  adorn  the  pa- 
riOi  church,  and  what  annually  remains  overplus,  to 
be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
highways,  and  other  common  benefits  of  the  parifb. 

NEWTON,  by  CafUe-acre,  is  a  little  village  on 
the  north  fide  or  point  of  the  hundred. 

Tn  the  2Sth  of  Hcnr)'  YIII.  Thomas  Beckham 
held  it,  after  Beckham  fir  William  Turner,  of  Eafl; 
Bafliam,  then  Thomas  Termar,  efcp  then  Sir  Robert 
Dynnc,  then  Mr.  Briggs,  and  about  1571,  John  Lax- 
ford,  and  Edmund  Laxford  in  1637:  About  the 
middle  of  the  laft  century,  Mr.  John  Nabs,  whole 
daughter  being  married  to  Riches  Bro^vn,  gent,  they 
conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Patrick,  of  Callle-acre, 
by  whofe  daughter  and  heir  Helen,  it  came  by  mar- 
ria2:e  to  Matthew  Halcote,  of  Litcham,  and  his 
grandfon  Matthew  Halcote,  Efq.  of  Howe,  who  left 
it  to  Captain  Halcote,  the  prefent  lord,  a  gentleman 
who  was  formerly  in  the  Eail  India  fervice. 

The  church  of  Newton  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints, 
lias  a  body  or  nave  with  a  chancel  of  flint  and  boul- 
der covered  with  thatch ;  between  the  na\'e  and  chan- 
cel is  a  low  four-fquare  tower  with  quoins  of  free- 
Hone,  with  a  wooden  cap  or  cover;  through  the  arch 
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oi  this  tower  is  the  pafTaf^e  between  the  nave  and 
chancel,  lu  the  tower  hang  two  bells,  and  the  flair- 
calc  fervcd  alfo  for  the  rood-loft,  part  of  which  is  flill 
flandlng.  This  is  the  only  church  in  the  deanries  of 
Cran\V2ch  and  Pincham,  built  in  this  collegiate  or  ca- 
thedral faQiion.  The  old  church  of  Wellminfler, 
built  by  the  ConfclTor,  is  generally  laid  to  have  been 
the  firii  that  was  erccled  in  England  of  this  model, 
and  it  is  probable  that  this  was  built  about  the  fame 
age,  having  the  face  of  great  antiquity,  being  a  low, 
dark  and  heavy  pile ;  the  whole  length  is  about  fixty- 
feven  feet,  and  about  fixtcen  in  breadth. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  il. 
15s.  and  there  is  ferviee  here  once  in  a  fortnight  only. 
The  church  is  in  a  very  bad  condition. 

The  Rev.  Jofhua  Crofts  \vas  prefented  to  the  vi- 
carage of  Newton  by  Caflle-acre,  by  the  lordbiQiop 
of  Ely  1 762. 

OXBURGH,  or  Oxbo rough,  in  Domefday-book 
is  called  Oxenburch,  taking  its  name  from  its  fcite 
on  the  Oufe,  or  Wiffev,  a  river  navigable  from  hence 
to  Cambridge,  Lvnn,  Sec.  thus,  Oxford  from  a  ford 
over  the  Oufe  ;  and  this  name  it  very  well  anfwers, 
as  being  a  peninfula  furroundcd  by  this  and  tivo  or 
three  oihcr  rivulets,  except  in  the  north  eaft  point. 
The  adjunft  word  Burgh  befpcaks  its  eminence, 
fhewing  it  have  been  fome  forrihed  town,  and  place 
of  flrengih,  and  beudes  its  natural  fcite  above  ob- 
ferved,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town  to  the  north 
weft,  on  a  place  called  the  Warren-hill,  may  be  ob- 
ferved  a  very  deep  vallum  or  trench  adjoining.  '  The 
word  Eurgh  may  alfo  fignify  fome  remarkable  place 
of  burial,  and  about  the  limits  of  the  town  are  feve- 
rai  tumuli,  three  or  four  near  one  another,  on'  the 

common 
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common,  a  little  foiuh  of  the  church  and  town;  and 
by  the  river  that  divides  the  town  from  the  common 
(near  the  faid  tumuli)  are  feveral  places  contiguous, 
about  four  or  five  yards  long,  and  two  or  three 
broad,  having  the  earth  funk  a  little,  where  it  may 
bejuRlv  concluded  many  perfons  who  fell  in  fouic 
battle  were  interred,  thofe  little  pits  being  called  by 
antlent  people  the  Danes  graves. 

That  it  was  a  place  of  account  in  the  time  of  the 
Romans,  appears  from  coins  of  filver  and  brafs 
found  here,  two  of  Conflantine  being  a  few  years  pail 
recovered,  and  that  it  continued  fo  in  the  Saxon  age 
appears  from  coins  of  their  kings,  an  Aedelred  being 
not  long  fince  dug  up.  In  the  time  of  the  Danes  it 
was  (and  probably  before)  in  royal  hands,  and  Ca- 
nute, their  king,  having  made  Turchill  orTurketell, 
a  Dane,  and  one  of  their  chief  leaders,  earl  of  the 
Eafl-Anglcs,  he  became  governor  and  lord  of  the 
town,  as  he  was  of  Attkborough,  the  cities  of  Thet- 
ford  and  Norwich,  as  places  of  ftrength  and  emi- 
nence ;  fo  that  the  Iciana,  a  Roman  flation,  might  be 
with  fome  fhcw  of  reafon  and  jufticc  prefumed  to 
have  been  here. 

William  the  Conqueror  gave  this  lordfliip  to  Ralph 
de  Limefio,  a  Norman  baron,  his  fifler's  fon,  on 
whom  he  beflowed  forty-one  manors  in  feveral  coun- 
ties, with  the  lands  of  Chriflina,  one  of  the  fillers 
of  prince  Edgar,  grandfon  of  king  Edmund  Ironfide, 
who  was  brother  to  Edward  the  ConfelTor. 

One  moiety  afterwards  came  by  marriage  to  David 
de  Lindfey,  a  Scot,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI,  but 
his  ion  David  and  his  brothers  dying  without  idue, 
liis  moiety  in  this  lordfhip  came  to  fir  Henry  de 
Pinkeney,  km.  by  the  marriage  of  Alice,  filler  and 
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heir  to  David,  and  b)'  his  fon  fir  Ilcnry,  it  was  by 
deed  granted  to  his  kinfman  fir  William  OdingCclls, 
lord  oi  the  other  moiety  in  right  of  his  mother. 

Tn  tlie  9^d  of  Edward  I.  Nicholas  de  \Ve\'land  was 
found  to  be  lord,  and  to  hold  it  of  Robert  Burnel, 
and  he  of  Odingfells,  the  capital  lord.  This  Nicho- 
las married  Julian,  daughter  and  heir  of  the  faid 
Robert,  and  liad  the  manor  oi  GarboldiTham  in  this 
county,  of  lol.  per  ann.  given  him  by  Robeit  Bur- 
iicl,  and  probably  this  alfo. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  in  the  12th  of  Edward 
I.  he  had  a  confirmation  of  a  market  and  fair,  and 
on  (he  12th  of  May,  in  the  following  year  of  the 
laid  king,  had  a  grant  of  another  fair  f^r  two  days, 
on  the  vigil,  and  the  day  of  the  AfTumptiori ;  alfo 
one  for  eight  days  every  year,  on  the  vigil,  djy  rnd 
morrow  after  the  Annunciation  of  the  BleiTcd  Virgin, 
and  ibr  five  days  following,  and  of  frce-warrcn  iii 
all  his  demeans. 

In  the  ]5lh  year  of  the  faid  king,  fir  Nicholas  dc 
Weyland,  knt.  had  thefe  following  privileges  of 
this  lordfliip  allowed  in  Eyre,  view  of  frank-pledge, 
airje  of  bread  and  beer,  gallows,  pillory,  tumbrel, 
waif  and  fliay,  the  aforefaid  three  fairs  in  the  year, 
and  the  weekly  market:  ail  v^hich  bcfpeak  this  town 
to  have  been  in  that  age  a  place  of  confiCjuence, 
capable  of  great  reception ;  and  ir  appears  from 
many  old  ruins  and  foundations,  to  have  been  in 
length  (from  the  clofes  nigh  to  Goodcrilone  common, 
where  the  old  road  laid  to  the  town,  10  the  entrance 
of  the  low  ground  by  Oxburgh  hithe)  above  a  mile 
and  an  half;  about  thirty  houfes  and  cottages  hav- 
ing been  pulled  down,  kc.  in  the  fpace  of  about 
thirty  years. 

All 
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All  thcfc  fairs  were  kept  regularly  and  annually 
(as  appears  from  the  court-rolls  of  the  manor)  till 
about  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  one  fair  ftili 
continues  to  be  kept  at  the  Annunciation,  where 
horfes  and  cows  arc  brought  to  be  fold,  and  tradcf- 
men  refort  with  their  goods. 

In  1315,  fir  William  dc  Wcyland,  knt.  was  lord. 

From  the  Weylands  this  lordOiip  came  to  the 
Tudcnhams,  and  from  the  1  udenhams  to  the  Be- 
dingfields,  by  marriage. 

Sir  Thomas  Tudenham  married  Alice,  daughter 
of  John  Wodehoufe,  efq.  before  he  was  of  age,  and 
in  1436,  Nov.  22,  on  a  full  hearing  of  the  caufe,  at 
Lynn,  before  the  chancellor  of  Norwich,  the  prior 
of  Lynn,  Sec.  he  was  divorced  from  her,  on  proof, 
and  her  own  confeffion  of  adultery;  fhe  had  before 
this  left  him,  and  was  at  that  time  a  nun,  pro- 
felfed  at  Crabhoufe  in  Wiggenhall,  in  Norfolk,  and 
he  had  power  to  re-marry.  But  the  clofe  of  his  life 
was  yet  more  unfortunate,  lor  in  February  1461, 
John  Earl  of  Oxford,  Aubrey  his  fon  and  heir,  this 
fir  Thomas,  John  Clopton,  John  Montgomery,  and 
William  Tyrrel,  efq.  were  arrclted  by  John  earl  of 
Worcefler,  conftable  of  England,  on  fufpiciori  of 
having  received  letters  from  Margaret  wife  of  Henry 
VL  and  being  convided  in  court  by  the  laid  earl  of 
Worcefter,  were  all  beheaded  (except  Clopton)  on 
Tower-hill,  on  the  22d  of  February,    1461. 

On  the  fame  day  he  made  his  will  in  the  Tower, 
and  ga\  e  to  John  Lord  Wenlock  this  manor,  thofe  of 
Caldccote,  Shingham,  and  Sparham,  with  the  fourth 
pan  of  the  barony  of  Bcdlord,  for  life  ;  but  foon 
after,  thefe,   with  the  reft  of  his   inheritance,    were 

delivered 
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to  Mar{!;arct  fifler  and  folc  heir  to  fir  Thomas,  rtVid: 
of  Edmund  Bcdingfield,  efq.  of  BedingfeJd  in  Sut-- 
folk.  It  appears  that  as  heir  to  her  brother,  fhe 
died  feifed  of  the  lordfliips  of  Erefwell,  Wefterfield, 
Brandeflon,  Charsfeld,  Cotton-hall,  Belings  Magna, 
Grounden3urgh,  ten-hall,  Newton,  Elvcdon,  Tu- 
dcnham,  Chamberlain's,  Shardelow's  andCarbonel's  ; 
alio  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  manor  of  Whatfield, 
and  lands  in  Kediton  in  Suffolk  ;  the  lordfliips  of 
Oxburgh,  Setchy,  Sparham-hall,  Shingham,  Calde- 
cote,  Fouldon,  Tyes,  and  Aldenham  in  Weflon,  lol. 
yearly  rent  out  of  the  manor  of  Gardoldifliam  in 
Norfolk,  and  the  manor  of  Abington  Parva  in  Cam- 
bridgefhire. 

Her  will  is  dated  at  Erefwell,  the  24th  of  May 
1474,  and  was  proved  by  the  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
ilie  being,  as  is  there  expreffed,  "  JSfohilis  et  Anna 
"  Gcrens  ;'''  [lie  bequeaths  her  body  to  be  buried  be- 
fore the  image  of  the  holy  crofs,  near  the  altar  of  the 
Virgin,  in  the  nave  of  the  church  of  St.  Peter  of 
Erefwell  ;  40I.  for  veflments,  books,  and  necelfary 
ornaments,  and  to  the  repair  of  the  church  ;  53s. 
4d.  for  a  veflmcnt,  in  which  her  chauntry-priefl:  was 
to  officiate  on  high  feftivals,  before  the  altar  of  the 
bleffed  Virgin,  and  40s.  for  anodicr  to  officiate  in 
on  other  holidays.  To  St.  Laurence's  chapel  at 
Erefwell,  53s.  4d,  and  ten  marks  to  the  poor  dwell- 
ing in  her  manor  of  Erefwell,  and  other  her  manors 
hi  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  ;  an  houfe,  with  gardens, 
paftures,  meadow  grounds,  and  forty-two  acres  of 
land,  with  liberty  of  faldage,  and  certain  rents  and 
fervices  thereto  belonging,  for  a  chauntry-priefl  to 
officiate  daily  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  for  her 
foul,  and  that  of  her  father,  mother,  grandfather, 
grandmother,  hufband,  children,  brother,  &:c.  To 
the  monaflery  of  Brufyard  in  Suffolk,  where  her 
F  mother 
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mother  was  buriod,  loos.  and  to  the  nuns  there 
loos,  to  the  Augultine  Friers  in  London,  where  her 
brother  (fir  Tliomas)  was  buried,  20L  and  that  a 
good  and  decent  marble  ftone  be  bought  to  cover 
his  bodv,  and  the  rjlichie  to  be  cHvided  amongd  the 
friers  there.  To  the  church  of  Bedingtield,  where 
her  hufband  \\'as  buried,  46s.  8d.  for  a  vefljnent  in 
memory  of  her  and  her  hufband.  To  the  Friers 
Minors  at  Babewci!,  26s.  8d.  the  fame  fum  to  the 
Cannes  at  Ipfwich  ;  to  the  friers  preaching  at  Thet- 
ford  20s.  to  the  AuiiuDine  Friers  there  20s.  and  to 
die  nuns  there  10s.  To  the  repair  of  Redingfeld 
nunnery  10s.  to  the  repair  of  Carrowe  nunnery  10s. 
and  to  the  nuns  theie  los.  To  the  nuns  of  Should- 
ham  20s.  to  be  diflributcd  amongfl  them.  To  the 
repair  of  the  church  of  Belings  Magna  ^65.  Sd.  a 
filver  cup  to  the  akar  of  the  Virgin  in  the  church  of 
EreiwcU  ;  to  e\erv  prieil  allifling  at  niafs  on  i-he 
day  (^f  her  icpuUurc  8d.  to  e\ery  clerk  2d.  to  every 
poor  man  and  woman  at  her  burial  praying  for  her 
foul  2d.  and  to  every  poor  boy  2d.  and  to  the  lady 
Alice  Tudcnham,  a  nun  at  Crabhoufc,  ten  marks. 

The  will  of  her  hufband,  Edmund  Bedingfield, 
efq.  is  dated  at  Bedingfcld  in  Suffolk,  4th  of  June 
1451,  and  was  proved  on  the  20th  of  July  follow- 
ing :  he  bequeaths  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the 
church-yard  of  Bedingfeld  ;  gives  to  Margaret  his 
wife  all  the  goods  and  chattels  which  Margaret  Tu- 
dcnham, (daughter  of  John  Herlyng,  efq.)  her  mo- 
ther, had  given  her  ;  to  T  homas  his  fon  and  heir 
twelve  filver  fpoons  and  a  covered  cup,  which  was 
his  father's  ;  and  to  Edmund,  fon  and  heir  of  Tho- 
mas, a  filver  cup. 

7hefe  wills  are  of  undoubted  trudi  and  record, 
and  mull  iilcncc  a  great  aud  prcvaihug'raiUakc  made 

by 
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by  fir  Henry  Spclinan  in  his  Icenia,  (and  by  others 
copied  after  him)  where  he  aflerts,  that  the  above- 
mentioned  Edmund  Bedingficld  and  fir  Thomas  Tii- 
dcnham  being  in  different  interelts,  the  firft  attached 
to  the  HoLifc  of  York,  the  other  to  that  of  Lancaf- 
ter,  entered  inLo  a  moft  folernn  compacl  ;  Beding- 
iield  engaging,  if  his  party  prevailed,  to  intercede 
in  the  behalf  of  Tudenham,  who  was  to  periorm 
the  like  good  offices  for  Bediugfield.  The  Houfc  of 
York  prevailing  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  Beding- 
ficld broke  his  faith,  fo  folemnly  plighted,  begged 
and  obtained  the  eflate  of  his  brother  Tudenham, 
and  left  him  in  the  hands  of  jullicc  to  be  beheaded. 

Edmund  Bedlngfield,  whofe  memory  is  fo  ill 
treated,  appears  to  liave  died  above  ten  years  befoie 
the  fentence  paffed,  &:c.  on  his  brother-in-law  Tu- 
denham  ;  neither  Edmund  nor  his  fon  and  heir, 
'I'homab  Bedingfieid,  inherited  it,  dying  in  1453, 
before  his  uncle  fir  Thomas  ;  and  his  mother,  Mar- 
garet, firft  enjoyed  it :  and  on  her  deceafe  it  came  to 
lier  grandfon,  Edmund  fon  of  Thomas,  of  which 
Edmund,  Alice  duchefs  of  Suffolk,  by  her  deed, 
dated  the  ift  of  December,  in  the  33d  of  Henry  \'i. 
1454,  grants  the  cuftody  and  w^ardifiip,  being  then 
a  minor,  to  his  great  uncle,  fir  Thomas  Tudenhain 
aforelaid. 

This  Edmund,  fon  of  Thomas,  married  firfl 
Alice  daughter  of  fir  Ralph  Shelton,  by  whom  he 
had  no  iflue  male :  his  lecond  lady  was  Margaret 
daughter  of  fir  John  Scot,  of  Scot's-hall  in  Kent, 
and  comptroller  of  Calais.  On  the  coronacioia  of 
Richard  IIL  he  was  created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
and  was  fo  highly  in  favour  with  Henry  VIE  for 
his  eminent  fcrvices,  that  he  paid  him  a  royal  vilit 
ac  Oxbur^h,  (the  room  where  he  lodged  being  callrd. 
F  3  the 
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the  Kind's  Room  to  this  day)  and  rewarded  him  vviih 
feveral  vahiable  lordfl-iips  in  YorkOiire,  fbifciied  lo 
the  crown  on  the  attainder  of  the  lord  Lo\  el  :  his 
will  is  dated  at  Calais,  on  the  12th  of  ()6lober  1496. 
and  was  proved  the  28th  of  January  follo\ling  ;  he 
bequeaths  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of 
Oxburgh,  before  the  holy  Trinitv,  and  gives  40I. 
to  lead  the  church  of  Caidecote. 

This  fir  Edmund  had  a  royal  patent  from  Edward 
IV.  dated  July  3,  1482,  to  build  ihe  prefent  manor- 
houfe  or  hall  of  Oxburgh,  with  towers,  cmbattlc- 
ments,  Sec.  "  More  cajklli,''  in  the  form  of  a  caflle  ; 
and  for  a  weekly  market  in  this  town  on  Frida\'. 
with  a  pye-powder  court,  to  be  kept  by  the  flcward 
or  bailiff  of  the  faid  market. 

This  ancient  feat  flands  a  little  fouth-wefl  of  the 
church  of  Oxburgh  ;  being  built  of  brick,  it  very 
much  referables  Queen  s  college  in  Cambridge,  built 
alfo  in  the  fame  reign :  the  prefent  entrance  to  it  is 
over  a  bridge  of  brick,  with  three  great  arches,  and 
embattled  with  free  flone,  (formerly  over  one  of 
wood,  with  its  draw-bridge)  through  a  grand  ma- 
jeflic  tower,  the  arch  whereof  is  about  twenty-two 
feet  long  and  thirteen  broad;  to  this  tower  adjoin 
four  turrets,  one  at  each  corner,  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials with  the  tower,  brick,  coped  ajfo  and  embattled 
■with  free-flone,  proje6ling  and  oftangular;  the  two 
in  front  are  about  eighty  feet  or  more  from  the  foun- 
dation in  the  moat  to  the  lummit,  and  about  ten  feet 
above  the  great  tower. 

The  court-yard  (about  which  flands  the  houfe)  is 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  feet  long  and  ninety-two 
broad,  Oppofite  to  the  great  tower  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  court  floiids  the  hall,  iy  length  about  hfty- 

four 
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four  feet,  and  thirty-four  in  breadth,  between  the  two 
bo\\Mvhidows ;  the  roof  is  of  oak,  (in  the  fame  flile 
and  form  with  that  of  Weflminfter)  equal  in  heighth 
to  tlie  length  of  it,  and  being  lately  very  elegantly 
ornamented  and  improved,  may  be  juflly  accounted 
one  of  the  bcfl  old  Gothic  halls  in  England. 

The  outward  walls  of  the  houfe  ftand  in  the  moat, 
Tvhich  is  pure  running  water,  (fed  by  an  adjoining 
rivulet)  about  two  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long, 
and  fifty-two  broad  on  every  fide,  and  faced  with 
brick  on  the  fide  oppofite  to  the  houfe,  and  can  be 
raifed  to  the  depth  of  about  ten  feet  of  water,  or  let 
out  as  occafion  ferves. 

This  venerable  manfion,  which  at  firfl  view  im- 
preffes  the  mind  with  an  idea  of  the  grandeur  and 
antiquity  of  the  family,  as  richly  deferves  the  atten- 
tion of  a  curious  traveller  as  any  family-feat  in  Nor- 
folk ;  and  being  fo  near  the  turnpike-road  to  Lynn 
at  Stoke,  (fcarcely  two  miles)  it  is  wonderful  that: 
any  who  make  the  tour  of  Norfolk  fhould  pafs  it: 
unfeen,  being  the  nob!  eft  and  moft  perfe6l  remnant: 
of  antiquity  in  this  county.  King  Edward  IV.  whea 
he  granted  a  patent  for  the  building  it,  gives  pcr- 
miffion  for  it  to  be  eredcd,  more  ca/tclli,  as  obfcrved 
before ;  but  probably  the  priefts  of  the  times  got 
about  the  founder,  and  diverted  him  from  his  origi- 
nal intention,  for  Oxburgli  hall  wears  more  the  af^ 
pe£l  of  a  college  or  monaftery  than  of  a  caflle.  It 
is  fomewhat  fmgular  of  this  ipacious  building,  thaC 
though  the  foundations  are  in  a  moat,  and  a  river 
runs  round  the  whole,  all  the  apartments  and  rooms 
are  free  from  damps,  and  it  is  perhaps  the  drieft 
houfe  in  the  kingdom  of  its  extent  and  dimenfions. 

F3  Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Bedingfield,  eldeft  fon  of  iir  Edmund 
the  founder,  dying  without  ifFue,  and  Robert,  die 
Iccond  fon,  being  in  holy  orders,  the  inheritance  de- 
fcended  to 

Sir  Edmund,  the  third  fon,  who  attended  king 
Henry  VIII.  in  his  wars  abroad,  and  was  knighted 
by  Charles  Biai  d  m,  duke  of  Suffolk,  general  of  the 
Englifli  army  at  Montdedier  in  France,  on  the  taking 
of  that  town  in  1523.  Bv  his  lady  Grace,  daughter 
of  the  lord  Marny,   he  had 

Sir  rienry  Bcdir.gfield,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was 
one  of  thofe  gentlemen  that  appeared  in  arms  at 
Eramlingham  in  Suffolk,  jn  defence  of  queen  Marv, 
and  lier  title  to  the  crown,  and  brought  with  him 
one  hundred  and  forty  men  completely  armed.  By 
her  he  was  appointed  knight  marfhal  of  her  arm\-, 
captain  of  her  guards,  and  on  the  28th  of  October, 
1535,  was  made  governor  of  the  tower  of  London, 
and  one  of  the  priv)-council,  in  13,57  \  ice-chamber- 
lain to  the  queen,  had  a  penfion  of  lool.  per  ann. 
alfjgned  him  for  life,  and  part  of  the  eflatc  of  fir 
Thomas  VVyat,  forfeited  on  his  rebellion. 

His  fon  Edmund,  by  Ann.  daughter  of  fa-  Robert 
Southwell,  of  Hoxne  in  Suffolk,  had  1  homas,  his 
fon  and  heir,  who  by  an  inquihtion  taken  on  the 
30tli  of  July,  in  the  32d  of  queen  Elizabeth,  at 
Svvaffham,  was  found  to  die  feiled  of  the  manors  of 
Oxburgh,  Caldecote  manor  held  of  Elizabeth,  wife 
ot  fir  John  Denham,  Seichy  manor,  Shingham  ma- 
nor, held  of  the  crown  as  of  the  honour  of  Clare, 
Eail-hall  manor  in  Cley,  held  of  the  crown  as  of 
the  honour  of  Clare,  Wefl-rhall  manor  in  Cley,  held 
of  the  crown  as  of  the  honom-  of  Richmond,  the  reclo- 
jv  of  Cley  St.  Peter's  held  of  the  ciown,  the  hundred 

of 
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of  vSouth  Grccnhoe,  held  of  the  crown  i?i  capite  by 
Jialf  a  fee,  an  annuity  of  lol.  per  ann.  ifluing  out 
of  the  manor  ol  Garboldifliam,  Ickburgh  manor  and 
advovvfon,  held  of  the  honom-  of  Chnre,  Neclon 
manor  with  its  appurtenances,  Afhill  manoi-,  Uphall, 
Collard's,  Game's,  &c.  held  ?/?  capite,  wiih  die  ad- 
vovvfon of  the  church,  Cavenham  manor  in  Stoke, 
Warham,  and  Wretton  held  of  the  crown,  Ruxtoii 
and  Heveningham  manors  held  in  capile,  North  Pick- 
enham  and  Houghton  manors  held  in  capite,  Swan- 
ton  Morlcy  manor  held  m  capite,  Worthing  manor 
held  in  capite,  Stratton-hall  manor  held  of  the  manor 
of  Hoxnc,  and  Welham  and  Rees's  manors  there, 
held  of  fir  Robert  Inglos  in  Norfolk,  the  manors  of 
Bedingfeld,  Denham  and  Charsfield,  Erefwell,  alfo 
of  Chamberlain's  in  Erelwell,  and  Scot's  manor  in 
Martlefliam  in  Suffolk,  Pcbmarfli's  and  Dagworth's 
in  Effex,  with  Henny  and  Pooly  manors  in  the  faid 
countv  ;   all  which  defcended  to  his  Ion  and  heir 

Sir  Henry  Bedingfield,  whofe  great-grandfon  fir 
Henry  Bedingfield,  bart,  inherited  Oxburgh  as  im- 
mediate heir  to  the  Weylands  and  Tudenhams,  in 
a  lineal  defcent,  for  upwards  of  five  hundred  years. 

The  late  fir  Henry  Bedingfield  married  the  lady 
Elizabeth  Boyle,  eldefl  daughter  of  Charles  earl  of 
Burlington,  and  fifler  of  Richard  Boyle,  the  late  earl 
of  Burlington,  whofe  only  furviving  daughter  and 
heirefs  married  the  late  duke  of  Devonfhire,  and 
was  mother  of  the  prefent  duke.  The  title  of  Bur- 
lington is  now  extinft,  the  late  earl  dying  without 
iffue  male. 

By  the  lady  Elizabeth  Boyle,  fir  Henry  Bedingfield 

had  feveral  children,  and  was  fucceeded  in  title  and 

F  4  eftatc 
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cftate  by  the  prefent  fir  Richard  Bedingdeld,  his  cl- 
dcfl.  foil. 

Sir  Richard  Bedingfield,  bart.  the  prcfcnt  lord  of 
Oxburgh,  married  a  daughter  of  the  late  lord  vif- 
count  Montague,  and  filler  of  the  prefent  lord,  An- 
thony Browne,  vifccmnt  Montague.  By  lady  Bed- 
ingfield (deceafed  fome  years  fince)  fir  Richard  has 
an  onlv  fon  and  heir.  His  hllcr  married  Charles 
Biddulph,   efq.   of  Suffex. 

Ode's,  Sparrow's,  or  Chauxtrv  Manor.  Wil- 
liam. Odo  was  lord  in  the  fccond  of  Richard  II. 

Richard  Sparwe  or. Sparrow,  gent,  afterwards  held 
it,  and  bv  his  will,  dated  the  24Lh  of  April,  14S2, 
and  proved  the  10th  of  February  14S3,  gives  this 
manor,  with  all  the  fervices,  quit-rents,  lands,  te- 
nements, pafkures,  meadows,  8cc.  lying  in  the  towns 
and  fields  of  Oxburgh,  and  Caldecoie,  (now  by 
corruption  called  Cockct,  formerly  a  little  hamlet 
adjoining  to  Oxburgh,  but  no\v  confifting  of  a  fin- 
gle  houfc)  to  the  founding  of  a  chauiury  in  the 
church  of  Oxburgh,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
priefl  to  officiate  in  the  faid  church,  to  pray  for  his 
foul,  the  fouls  of  his  parents,  children,  and  all  bi$ 
benefadors. 

The  chauntry  (as  appears  by  the  faid  will)  was 
founded  in  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  gleiiou* 
Virgin  Mary,  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  and  all  the 
Saints.  William  Elys,  was  named  by  the  founder 
the  firll  chauntry  prieil,  whom  he  requires  to  be  a 
native  of  the  diocefe  of  Norwich,  a  fecular  priefl, 
and  to  have  no  ccclefiaftical  benefice  :  he  appoints 
twelve  truflees,  and  when  it  devolved  to  three,  they 
were  to  make  a  new  elc<rtiun,  and  to  name  and  ap- 
point 
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point  the  faid  priefls,  and  on  Lheir  ncgle^l  for  one 
month,  the  prior  of  Wcn.acre  was  Lo  name,  Sec.  and 
on  his  ncgletft  for  one  month,  the  churchwardens  of 
Oxburgh  ;  and  the  redor  of  Oxburgh  was  fupervifor 
of  his  wiU. 

The  capital  meffuage,  lands.  Sec.  were  granted  by 
Edw.  VI.  in  his  2d  vear,  to  Ofbert  Mundeford  and 
Thomas  Gawdy,  efqrs.  and  their  heirs,  to  be  held 
in  free  foccage  of  the  manor  of  Drayton  in  Norfolk. 

On  the  i5th  of  June,  in  the  6th  of  Elizabedi,  it 
was  held  by  Gabriel  Bates,  gent,  who  for  the  fum 
of  i6ol.  fold  it  to  John  Curlington,  from  whom  it 
paffed  by  John  Grimllon,  Arthur  Hewer,  Thomas 
Chaplin,  Edmund  Peirce,  Remigius  Booth,  William 
Scot,  gent.  &c.  to  Thomas  Crafke,  diat  is  to  fay, 
the 'capital  melTuage,  with  about  fifty  acres  of  land, 
arable  and  pafture,  the  manor  and  moft  of  the  lands 
being  alienated. 

That  it  was  originally  well  endowed,  appears 
from  what  hath  been  already  fpecified,  and  from  a 
terrier  made  in  the  ilth  of  Henry  VII.  when  there 
were  feventeen  acres  of  pafture  inclofed,  feven  fcore 
and  five  acres,  with  three  roods  of  arable  land,  then 
belonging  to  it. 

About  the  year  1720,  Thomas  fon  of  the  afore- 
faid  Thomas  Crafk,  fold  it  to  fir  Henry  Bedingfield, 
bart.  The  houfe  that  belonged  to  it,  in  which  the 
prieft  lived,  ftands  in  the  town  of  Oxburgh,  a  little 
eafl  of  the  churgh,  being  a  great  building,  and  had 
lately  a  large  hall,  with  fcreens,  butteries,  8cc.  ad- 
joining, (as  in  colleges)  inclofed  next  the  ftreet,  with 
a  lofty  long  wall  of  freeilone,  with  embattlements 
or  copings  of  the  fame  ;    the  entrance  to  it  was 

tlirough 
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through   a  neat  and  lofty   arch  in  the  walls,   now 
worked  up. 

South-weft  of  the  town  a  mile,  is  the  Hidie,  to 
which  place  the  river  Wilfey  is  navii2;able  :  here  arc 
graneries  for  corn,  and  coal  yards  ;  and  lighters  and 
boats  pafs  from  hence  to  Lynn,  Cambridge  and 
other  towns  on  that  navigation. 

About  two  miles  eafl  of  the  town,  in  the  road  to 
Clev,  a  little  before  you  come  to  Langwade  crofs, 
(part  of  which  is  flill  ftanding  on  the  greenway, 
which  is  the  boundary  between  Oxburgh  and  Cley) 
was  a  houfe  of  lepers.  Thomas  Salmon,  chaplain 
of  Oxburgh  in  1380,  gave  by  will  to  the  chapel  of 
St.  Mary  at  Oxburgh,  3s.  4d.  and  the  lazars  at 
Langwade  6d,  There  was  an  antient  family  of  this 
name,  who  took  their  name  from  the  long-wade  or 
pafTage  here  over  the  river.  Ralph  and  Robert  de 
Langwade  gave  by  deed  lands  to  Weft  Dereham  ab- 
bey.— The  lete  is  in  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

The  church  of  Oxburgh  is  dedicated  to  St.  John 
the  Evangeliil ;  it  is  a  large  and  regular  edifice,  con- 
filling  of  middle,  north  and  fouth  ailes  ;  in  length, 
from  the  weft  door  to  the  chancel,  about  eighty- 
eight  feet,  and,  including  all  the  ailes,  in  breadth 
about  fifty-three  feet.  The  chancel  is  about  forty- 
ftx  feet  long  and  twenty-one  broad  ;  the  whole  is  of 
flint-ftone,  &:c.  covered  with  lead,  and  feems  to 
liave  been  founded  about  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
At  the  weft  end  ftands  a  four-fquare  tower  of  curi- 
ous workmanftiip  of  flint,  with  quoins  and  battle- 
ments of  freeftone  ;  on  this  is  raifed  a  lofty  oftan- 
gular  fpirc,  all  of  free-ftone  throughout,  the  whole 
bcmg  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  heighth. 

In 
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]n  this  tower  hang  hvc  mufical  bells,  tlie  firft  thus 
inCciibcd,  Om7iia  fjit  ad  Gloriam  Dei,  1610.  Tlie 
thiid,  Te  per  Orbem  Terrarum  Sa72cia  confictur  Ecclefia^ 
Palre?n  immenjcv  Majejlalis  1382,  and  on  this  is  the 
figure  of"  St.  Edmund.  The  fourih,  Venerandum  tu-- 
urn  veriwi,  et  uniciim  Filuon,  1582.  The  fifth,  0 
Chrijte,  Rex  Glorice  Es  Tu,  15  86.  Here  alfo  is  a 
clock,  which  ftrikes  on  the  bell  hanging  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  (pire,  with  a  dial-plate  on  the  wefl  fide 
of  the  tower. 

At  the  weft  door,  as  you  enter,  lie  two  old  grave- 
flones,  one  on  the  right  hand,  the  other  on  the  left, 
with  plaia  crolles  on  them  ;  alfo  a  third  with  a  crofs 
fleury,  and  ferves  for  the  uppermoll;  flep,  as  you 
defcend  into  the  church,  in  memory  mofl  probably 
of  fomc  of  the  family  of  the  Weylands,  lords  of 
the  town  and  founders  of  the  church.  The  lady 
Cecilia  de  Weyland,  by  her  will,  dated  in  1384, 
bequeathed  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church- 
yard, before  the  ^ve{l  door  ;  on  each  fide  of  which 
is  a  nich  of  ftonc-work  for  images. 

On  the  pavement  of  this  church  lie  feveral  grave- 
flones,  deprived  of  their  bralTcs  ;  on  one  before  the 
fcreen  of  the  chancel,  with  a  brafs  plate, 

Orate  pro  anima  Domini  'Johannis  Blome  CapellarC 
qui  ohiit  23  die  Julii^  An?  Dtii'  M.ccccciiii,  Cu" 
jus,  ^bc. 

He  was  chaplain  of  Sparrow's  chauntry  In  this 
church,  and  by  his  will,  dated  the  16th  of  April, 
1501,  bequeathed  his  body  to  be  buried  here,  near 
the  aliar  of  the  Crucifix,  and  gave  all  his  lands  and 
tenements  in  the  town  and  fields  of  Oxburgh,  to  the 
keeping   of    his  anniverfary  on  Monday  in  Eafter 

week 
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week  for  ever,  placing  one  herfc  over  his  fepulchre, 
and  finding  tuo  lights  on  it,  of  one  pound  of  wax, 
to  burn  in  time  of  Exequise  and  Mafs  performing  on 
the  dav  of  the  commemoration  of  his  death ;  four 
torches  to  burn  before  liis  fepulchre,  and  to  find  one 
light  to  burn  before  the  imag^  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
in  the  chancel  every  feftival  day  in  time  of  divine 
fcrvice,  and  one  penny  offering  at  the  m.afs  on  the 
commemoration  of  his  death ;  to  the  increafe  and 
inaintenance  of  th^  green  torches  in  the  faid  church, 
9S.  4d.  and  to  pay  the  Romc-fliot  and  Candle-filvcr 
of  the  whole  village  for  ever.  He  appointed  that 
when  all  his  feoffees  but  four  were  dead,  a  new  feof- 
ment  fliould  be  made  to  fixteen  or  twelve-  of  the  bell 
and  honcfteft  men  of  the  pariili. 

The  pulpit  and  defk  are  of  neat  plain  oak;  round 
the  founding  board,  in  letters  of  gold,  "This  pul- 
"  pit  and  dcfk,  together  with  a  clock,  was  made  by 
"  the  gift  of  Robert  Shales,  gent,  who  died  May 
'•  20,  1702,  aged  47."  Before  the  dcfk  flands  a 
very  large  brafs  eagle,  fupported  by  three  lions,  the 
whole  being  about  fix  feet  in  heighth,  and  thus  in- 
fcribed : 

Orate  pro  anima  Thome  Kypppig  quondam  Rccloris  de 
Karburgh, 

The  roof  of  the  nave  is  fupported  by  o£langular 
flone  pillars,  forming  twelve  large  arches,  fix  on  a 
iidc,  uith  windows  over  them.  In  the  window  over 
the  fourth  arch  on  the  Ibuth  fide  is,  Arg.  on  a  crofs, 
gul.  five  efcallops  or,  Weyland;  and  in  that  of  the 
fourth  arch  on  the  north: 

Orate  pro  animab'  Dni"  Kuberli   We}la?id  et  Cecilie 
Uxor  is  ejus^ 

The 
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Tlie  cafl  end  of  this  ailc  is  of  different  work  from 
tlie  oilier  parts  of  it ;  the  roof  of  it  is  advanced, 
has  a  large  windou',  and  was,  as  wc  take  it,  the  cha- 
pel of  St.  Mary,  the  effigies  of  the  Virgin  with  the 
child  Jefus  may  be  Hill  obfcrved,  alfo  an  holy  water 
iiop  mnkcs  part  of  die  pavement;  to  this  aile  is  an- 
nexed a  large  porch. 

The  north  aile  has  a  porch,  die  roof  of  which 
has  been  painted ;  over  the  door  as  you  ent^r  the 
church  is  a  pedeflal,  and  on  the  pavement  are  the 
remains  of  an  old  marble  grave-ftone,  probablv  for 
the  founder:  the  whole  is  of  different  workmanlhip, 
and  more  modem  than  the  reft  of  the  church. 

In  the  chancel  hangs  a  table,  thus  infcrlbcd : — 
"  OXBURGH,  Belief aclors  to  this  Church  and 
•'  Poor.''  Then  follows  a  lift  of  the  benefactors  and 
bcnefadions  to  the  church  and  town. 

The  chancel  is  fcparated  from  the  church  by  a 
iofty  fcreen,  which,  with  the  pannpls,  has  been  curi- 
oufly  painted;  over  this  are  the  king's  arms.  As  you 
enter,  on  the  pavement  lies  a  grey  maible  (lone, 
with  the  portraiture  of  a  prieft  robed,  Sec,  with  a 
label, 

Jefu  Fill  Dei,  7nijerere  Mci. 

Againft  the  nordi  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a  neat 
mural  monument  of  marble,  ornamented  with  two 
marble  pilaflers  of  the  Ionic  order,  two  piles  of  books, 
and  on  them  two  lamps  with  flames  of  gold;  on  the 
fummit  is  an  urn,  fcftoons,  and  two  lamps,  &c. 

Hicfitus  eji  Henricus  Meriton,  A.  M.  qui  Ha/lJlo~ 
chice  in  agro  EJloienJi,  Cahtahrigice  inier  Magda'e/ifes 
ediicatui,  tt  per  Jexa^inta  et  ampaus  annos,  parochhe 

hll,  us. 
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hujus  reclor  t'igilmitijjimus,  qiiam  naclus  cjl  provijici" 
nm  aniiqua  fide,  eximia  pielalc,  alqne  €zres:;?a  rerum 
Jacrarum  fcientia,  iinpkvit,  ornavit.  Jndejejftes  vt- 
riidth  indagator,  offeiiorque  Jlrenuns,  it  jam  arduis 
et  dijficilihus  tanpoiibus  peniichjos,  Bomanenfium, 
alior unique  errores,  d  fraudcs,  perfpicaci  et  Jirim 
animo  ddcxit  ct  lakjaclavit,  ohiit  ^ojan.  1707. 

At  the  bottom  is  lliis  fliield — Az.  on  a  chevron  or, 
three  roles  gules,  and  a  canton  cimme,  Meriton. 
And  under  the  urn  above, 

Jmpnifis  Johaniiis  Meriton  Jilij  Hairici. 

Between  die  church  and  chancel  is  an  arch  of 
flone  for  die  faints  bell:  fouth  of  the  chancel,  and 
at  the  eafl  end  of  the  fouth  aile,  is  a  vtvf  beautiful 
chapel  of  free  flone,  with  buttrefles  of  the  fame, 
and  fcparatcd  from  the  chancel  and  die  fouih  aile 
with  flone  work  about  four  feet  hic;h  ;  on  this  is 
railed  a  large  arch  or  covering  of  brick  earth,  curi- 
oufly  moulded,  burnt  and  whitened,  on  which  are 
feveral  pilaftcrs,  with  capitals  of  the  Corinthian  oi*- 
der,  cherubs,  lamps,  vafes.  Sec.  neatly  executed; 
the  fpacc  between  the  body  and  the  arch  or  covering, 
is  guarded  by  iron  rails  ;  on  the  roof,  \vhich  is  of 
oak,  and  covered  with  lead,  are  the  arms  of  Bcding- 
field  and  Tudenham,  Weyland,  Scot  and  Vert,  a 
chcv.  ermine  between  three  rams  tiipping  arg.  Wc- 
iherby,  and  alfo  Shelton. 

*'  Margaret  Bcdingfield,  rcli(5l  of  fir  Edmund, 
"  Knight  of  the  Bath,  was  the  foundrcfs.  By  her 
"  will,  dated  the  12th  of  January,  1513,  f^ic  be- 
"  qucaths  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of 
"  Oxburgh,  before  the  image  of  the  Trinity,  where 
♦•  1  will  a  chapel  to  be  ere^led/' 

Agitiufl 
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Agulnri;  the  louih  fide  is  a  large  altar  monument 
of  marble,  &c.  two  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
with  their  capitals  gilt  with  gold,  fupport  a  canopy 
or  covering,  whereon  Hand  three  fliields.  In  the 
midil,  Bcdingficld,  erm.  a  Ipread  eagle  gul.  beaked 
and  peded  or. 

On   tlic  wall-piece  is  tliis  Infcription  in  letters  of 
gold  : 

Cnfta  Bedingfeklo  Comes,   hie  Katharina  Marilo  cjl, 

Lujins  Viva  decern,  qua  fiat  ante  Comes. 
Prole  Virum  Conjux,   J  ir  adauxit  hononbus  illam, 

FaBus  pojl  midtos  JS'ominis  hujus  Eques. 
Inde  Satellilium   fumpfit,  Turrimq;  regmdam. 

Pars  a   Confilijs  Una,   Maria  tuis. 
Privatus  Senium,   Chrilloqne,   Sibique  dicavit, 

Vir  plus,  et  vera  Rchgionis  amans. 
Hojpitio  largis,  miferifque  fuijquc  bemgmis, 

Ad  Mortem  et  Morbi  tcsdia,  fortis  erat. 

Round  this  infcription  are  fevc:ral  knots,  and 
horfes  fetterlocks,  or.  (badges  made  ufe  of  by  this 
familv.)  The  fetterlock  was  the  bad2;e  oF  the  Houie 
of  York,  and  migrht,  bv  fome  errant,  have  been 
given  to  the  Bedingfields  for  their  attachment  to  it  ; 
and  there  was  a  particular  room  (as  appears  froni 
an  old  inventory  of  Oxburgh-hall)  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Fetterlock.  This  badge  was  devifed 
by  Edmund  duke  of  York,  fifth  fon  to  Edward  IIL 
locked,  as  one  fhould  fay,  for  he  was  far  from  the 
inheritance  :  and  was  given  by  Edward  IV.  iinlocked 
and  fomcwhat  open,  or,  to  his  fecond  fon,  Richard 
duke  of  York  :  fo  fond  was  that  king  of  this  badge 
or  device,  that  the  apartments  of  the  prebendaries 
of  Windfor  \vere  built  by  him  in  this  form,  and 
the   faid  king  made  ufe   of  it  himfelf.     Hall  has  a 

drauiiht 
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draught  of  a  fcucrlock  with  a  faulcon  in  It,  before 
his  hiflory  of  the  life  of  that  king  ;  and  Edmund  of 
Langley,  duke  of  York,  when  he  rebuilt  Foihering- 
hay  caftle  in  Northamptonfhire,  made  the  higheft 
keep  in  the  fame  form.  Camden  lays,  that  the 
aforefaid  Edmund  bore  alfo  a  faulcon  in  a  fetter- 
lock, implying  he  was  locked  up  from  all  hope  and 
pofTibllity  of  the  kingdom,  when  his  brethren  began 
to  afpire  thereunto  ;  whereupon  he  afked  his  fons 
on  a  time,  when  he  law  them  beholding  this  device 
fet  up  in  a  window,  what  was  Latin  for  a  fetter-lock  f 
whereat  when  the  young  gentlemen  lludied,  the  fa- 
ther faid,  Well,  if  you  cannot  tell  me,  1  will  tell  you  : 
•'  Hie,  Hcec,  Hoc,  taceatis"  As  adviftng  them  to  be 
filent  and  quiet,  and  therewithal  faid,  Yet  God  know- 
eth  what  may  come  to  pafs  hereafter.  This  his  great 
grandchild,  Edward  IV.  reported,  when  he  com- 
manded that  his  youngefl  fon,  Richard  duke  of  York, 
fhould  ule  this  device  with  the  fetterlock  open. 

There  is  no  date  to  this  monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  fir  Henry  Bedingficld,  knt.  captain  of 
the  guards,  governor  of  the  tower  of  London,  and 
privy  councillor  to  queen  Mary,  who  ^vas  buried 
here,  as  appears  horn  the  regifler,  on  the  24th  of 
Auguft  15(^3,  and  his  lady  on  the  ^ih  of  December 
15S]. 

Againft  the  north  wall  of  the  faid  chapel  is  a 
large  and  lofty  monument  of  black  and  white  mar- 
ble, refling  on  the  pavement.  On  the  fummit  is  an 
urn  of  black  marble,  ornamented  widi  feftoons,  &:c. 
below  that,  two  fhields  fupported  by  two  angels,  on. 
one  of  which  is  this  infcription. 

Urider  this  monume7it  lyeth  the  body  of  Sir  Henry 
Bcdingfeld,  the  1  7^/4  kriight  of  this  family,  eminent 

for 
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for  his  loyalty  to  his  Prince,  and  Jervice  of  his  coun~ 
try.  In  the  time  of  the  rebellion  he  was  kept  three 
years  prifoner  in  the  Tower,  and  great  part  of  his 
e/late  xv as  fold  by  the  rebels,  the  reft  fcquefiered  during 
his  life.  He  had  tzvo  wives,  the  Jirft,  Mary  daugh- 
ter to  William  Lord  Howard,  of  the  jYorlh,  by  whom 
he  had  one  fon,  who  dyed  without  ijpie  :  His  fecond 
wife  was  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Peter  Houghton,  Efq» 
by  whom  he  had  5  fons  and  6  daughters  :  He  died 
J\''ovember   22,    An".    Dm    1637,  ^^^-    7^»    ^"^   ^ 

ViQUths. 

On  the  other  fliield — Here  lyeth  Elizabeth  wife  of 
Sir  Henry  Bedingfeld,  Knt.  and  daughter  of  Peter 
Houghton  of  Houghton-Tower  in  Lancafldre,  Efq; 
She  dyed  on  the  wlh  of  April  An°  Dni   1662. 

Beati  Mortui  qui  in  Domino  moriuntur.     Eccles' 

Below  thefe  are  two  fhields  with  arms,  Bcding- 
field,  and  fable  three  bars  arg.     Houghton. 

On  the  lower  part  of  this  mural  monument  arc 
two  other  fliields,  one  with  the  arms  of  Bedingfield, 
the  other  of  Pafton,  and  this  infcription  : 

Under  this  monument  lyeth  the  body  of  Sir  Henr^ 
Bedingfeld,  the  Jirft  baronet  of  the  family,  7nade  by 
the  efpccial  favour  of  King  Charles  the  11.  He  was 
tall  and  comely,  endowed  with  rare  parts  both  natural 
and  acquired.  He  fervd  King  Charles  1.  in  all  the 
rebellion,  and  till  the  Refloration  was  a  great  fuj^crer 
in  his  perfon  and  efate.  From  lohich  time  to  his 
death,  he  livd  a  moft  exemplary  life,  beloved  and  ad' 
mird  for  his  virtue  and  wifdom  :  His  death  was  ex- 
tremely  lamented,  which  happen  d  on  the  2/^th  of  Fe- 
bruary An",  Dni  1684,  (£t.  70  and  3  months.  He 
G  married- 
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.   married  the  daughter  and  heirejs   of  Edward  Pajlon, 
EJq;  by  whom  he  had  7  JoJis  and  b  daughters. 

Here  lyelh  the  body  of  dame  Margaret,  the  only 
.  child  of  Edward  Pajlon,  of  Norton  in  the  county  of 
Gloncfjler,  Efq;  6"  the  only  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Be- 
dingfeld,  here  alfo  interrd,  a  perfon  of  extraordinary 
parts,  piety  and  prudence,  who  after  50  years  enjoy- 
ment of  perfccl  Jelicity  in  the  married  fate,  pafsd  1 8 
years  xvidowhood,  in  an  ahfolute  retreat,  in  the  con- 
Jlant  excrcife  of  her  dajoticns,  and  dayly  diflributum 
of  charity,  and  departed  this  life,  January  14,  1702, 
aged  84  years,  having  Jirfl  ereBed  this  moiiument  to 
the  memory  of  her  dear  and  deferving  hufband. 

Againft  the  eaft  wall  of  the  chapel  is  a  neat  mural 
monument  of  black  and  white  marble,  veined  with 
red;  on  the  fimimit  is  an  urn  with  a  flame  of  gold  ; 
at  the  bottom  is  a  death's  head  between  two  cheru- 
bims,  and  the  whole  is  ornamented  with  feftoons, 
and  the  arms  of  Bcdingfield  ;  alfo  Bedingficld  im- 
paling fable  fix  fwallows  arg.  Arundel.  Bcdingfield 
impaling  Howard. — On  the  body  is  this  infcription 
in  letters  of  2;old  : 


&^ 


Beneath  this  monumcjit  is  interrd  the  mojl  virtuous 
and  pious  lady,  Elizabeth  youngefl  daughter  of  fir 
"John  Arundel,  of  Lanhern  in  Cormoall,  and  fecond 
wife  to  Sir  Henry  Bedingfcld,  of  Oxburgh,  Knt.  and 
Bart,  who  in  the  o^r^th  year  of  her  age,  departed  this 
life,  on  the  i^fth  of  April  i6go,  leaving  an  only  fon 
end  three  daughters. 

Requiefcat  in  Pace. 

Hie  jacet  Domina  Anna  Bedingfeld,  Jilia  el  Hcrcs 
Caroli  Howard^   Comitis  de  Bcrkjhire  ex  Dorothea 

Conjugt 
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Corjiige   Uxor  Hcnrici  Bcdmgfeld,  Equitis  Aurau, 
qua  Pidate  in  Dam,  Charitate  in  Egenos,  EqinUtte 
in  omnes  injignis,  ohijt  die  ig  Septanbris  16S2,  a  tat, 
Juce  32. 

Requiejcat  in  Pace. 

Here  lycth  the  body  of  Sir  Henry  Bedingfeld,  fan 
cf  Sir  Henry  Bedingfeld  by  Dmne  Margaret  Paflon  : 
He  luas  a  perfon  of  great  luorth  and  liojiour,  and  par^ 
ticularly  emiiient  for  his  great  hofpitality  ;  lie  had  tiuo 
wives,  the  Jirfi  Ann  Ploward,  only  child  then  living 
of  Charles  Lord  Vifcount  Andover,  and  afterwards 
Earl  of  Berkfliire,  by  ivhom  he  had  no  iffue  ;  the  laft 
wife  was  Elizabeth  youngefl  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Arundel,  by  whom  he  has  left  one  fon  and  two  daugh- 
ters, and  departed  this  life  September  14,  1704, 
aged  68. 

Requiefcat  in  Pace. 

About  tl^e  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  T. 
we  find  from  Norwich  Doomfday,  that  fir  William 
de  Odynfells  was  lord  of  the  town  and  patron  of  the 
church  ;  the  re6lor  then  had  a  manfion-houfe,  with 
fifteen  acres  of  glebe :  the  redory  was  valued  at  eigh- 
teen marks. 

^  Edmund  Gournay  and  Hugh  de  Holland,  as  tr:f- 
tees,  gave  the  advowfon  of  this  church  to  the  ab- 
bey of  Weft  Dereham,  who  prefented  in  141b. 

In  1512,  the  abbot  prefented  Robert  Redingfield, 
fecond  fon  of  fir  Edmund  Bcdingfield,  of  Oxburgh, 
who  was  penfioner  of  Corpus  Chrifti  college  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  a  benefaflor  thereto,  by  making  the  weft 
windows  of  the  building  leading  from  the  college  to 
Bennet  church  (which  was  then  ufed  as  a  chapel  for 
the  college)  at  his  own  charge,  In  1337  he  was 
G  2  re6lor 
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rc£lor  of  Ca\  Rerron  Parva,  in  Lincoln  diocefe.  and 
was  infliruted  reclor  of  Erefwell  in  1.533,  t)eing  bu- 
ried in  Oxburgh  church  in  1539,  July  ig. 

On  the  difTolution  of  the  abbey  of  Weft  Dereham, 
the  ad\'0\vfon  of  this  church  was  given  to  Edward 
lord  Clinton,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  VI.  to  be  held 
of  the  king  as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  in 
free  foccage ;  and  in  the  faid  vear  the  aforcfaid  lord 
fold  it  to  William  Breton,  of  London,  gent,  who 
conveyed  it  foon  after  to  Francis  Boldcro,  gent,  of 
Redgrave  in  Suffolk,  from  whom  it  came  to  Edmund 
Dethick,  efq.  of  Wormcgav,  and  then  to  Henry 
Reynolds,  etq.  of  Bciflcde  in  Suffolk,  who  fold  it 
to  John  Hethc,  of  Lynn  Regis,  and  of  Keepier  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  who  conveyed  it  to  John 
Chetham,  of  Livermcre  in  Suffolk,  gent,  on  the  2 2d 
of  May,  in  the  1 9ih  of  Elizabeth,  and  Chetham 
conveyed  it  to  Edmund  Bedingfield  on  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  in  the  26th  of  Elizabeth,  and  fir  Henrv 
Bedingfield  in  the  1  Sth  of  Charles  L  to  Henry  Me- 
riton,  clerk,  of  Stilton  in  Huntingdonfliire,  which 
Henry  left  it  to  John  Meriton  his  fon,  re£lor  here, 
and  he  gave  it  to  his  widow  for  life,  after  whofc  death 
it  went  to  John  Meriton,  clerk,  his  fon  and  heir, 
who  fold  it  to  Caius  college  in  Cambridge,  and  that 
iotiety  now  hath  the  patronage. 

In  1717,  the  late  Rev.  and  learned  antiquarian, 
Charles  Parkin,  was  prcfented  to  this  re^lory  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Meriton.  He  publifhed  in  1744  an  anfwcr  to 
Dr.  Stukcley's  Origines  Royjloniance ,  and  alfo  a  reply 
on  that  fubje£l.  He  continued  the  ESSAY  towards 
a  HISTORY  of  NORFOLK,  left  unfiniftied  by  the 
late  Rev.  Mr.  Blomcficld,  who  had  at  a  very  great 
expcnce  collected  materials  for  that  extenfive  work, 
and  publifhed  the  chief  part  of  it  before  his  death. 

The 
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The  gentlemen  of  Norfolk,  are  much  indebted  to  tl 
late  Mr.  Blomefield  lor  his  iiiiwearlcd  afTiduity  i 
profccutiug  fo  laborious  an  undertaking. 

The  prcfcnt  re6lor  is  the  Rev.  JoOiua  White,  late 
fellov\'  of  Gonville  and  Caius  college  in  Cambridge, 
who  was  prefcnted  to  this  reclorv,  wiiJi  Fouldon,  con- 
lulidaicd  June  1761,  by  the  mafLr  and  fellows  of 
that  college  in  1765. 

The  lady  Margaret  Bedingficld  by  vvill,  dated  the 
12th  of  January,  15 13,  gave  to  the  gilds  of  die 
Holy  Trinity,  St.  Thomas,  and  Corpus  Chrifti  here, 
6s.  8d,  to  each,  and  legacies  to  die  high  altar  of  fe- 
veral  neiohbouiinfi;  churches. 


'O' 


They  were  called  gilds  from  the  Saxon  word  Gild, 
or  Geld,  which  fignifies  Money,  becaufc  a  gild  is  a 
iociety,  or  fiaternity,  affociating  themfelves  either 
upon  the  account  of  charity,  religion,  or  trade,  and 
r.hey  contributed  money,  goods,  and  often  lands  for 
the  fupport  of  their  common  charges,  and  are  faid 
to  be  common,  even  in  the  Saxon  times.  Thcfe 
gilds  had  their  frequent  meetings,  and  their  grand 
Annual,  on  the  day  of  the  Saint  to  whom  they  weie 
dedicated,  and  maintained  a  pricfl  or  priefls  to  (ing 
mafs,  and  celebrate  divine  fervice,  for  the  fouls  of 
die  king  and  queen,  and  for  the  fouls  of  the  living 
and  dead  of  their  fraternity ;  from  hence  the  feveral 
companies  in  cities  and  corporations  had  their  be- 
ginning, and  the  chief  hall,  of  the  city  of  London 
and  that  of  Norwich,  Sec.  is  called  at  this  day  Gild- 
Hall. 

Licenfe  was   generally  granted   from    the    crown 

to  found  them :  they  confdtcd  of  a  cuftos,  alderman, 

G  3  ©^ 
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or  maflcr,  and  as  many  perfons,  men  and  women, 
in  die  townfliip  or  neighbourhood,  as  d]oup,ht  fit  to 
be  of  the  fraternity;  and  the  ^varden,  or  alderman, 
with  the  major  part  of  the  fociety,  were  empowered 
to  choofe  annually  a  warden  and  other  officers,  for 
the  government  of  the  fame.  They,  as  a  body  cor- 
porate, had  power  to  purchafe  lands,  8:c.  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  chaplains,  who  ^vere  to  pray 
at  the  altar  belonging  to  them  in  the  parifli  church. 
Divers  of  the  nobility,  bifhops,  and  other  eminent 
perfons  thought  it  no  difhonour  to  be  admitted  into 
them,  \vhich  admifTion  w^as  fued  for  with  great  reve- 
rence, and  an  oath  was  taken  to  be  good  and  true 
to  the  mailers  of  the  gilds,  and  to  all  the  brethren. 

We  have  an  account  of  a  fcflival  of  the  gild  of 
the  Holy  Crofs  at  Abingdon  in  Berkihire.  This  fra- 
ternity held  their  feafi;  yearly  on  the  3d  of  Mav,  the 
Invention  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  and  then  they  ufed  to 
have  twelve  priefts  to  fmg  a  dirige,  for  which  they 
had  given  them  four-pence  a-piece;  they  had  alfo 
twelve  minflrels,  who  had  2S.  3d.  befides  their  diet 
and  horfe  meat.  At  one  of  thefe  feafts,  in  the  23d 
of  Henry  VI.  they  had  fix  calves,  valued  at  2S.  2d. 
a-piece,  fixteen  lambs,  I2d.  a-piece,  eighty  capons, 
3d.  a-piece,  eighty  geefe,  2d.  ob.  a-piece,  eight  hun- 
dred eggs,  which  coft  r^d.  the  hundred,  and  many 
marrow-bones,  cream  and  flour,  befides  \vhat  their 
fer\  ants  and  others  brought  in ;  and  pageants,  plavs, 
and  May-games,  to  captivate  the  fenfes  of  the  zea- 
lous beholders  and  to  allure  the  people  to  the  greater 
liberality;  for  they  did  not  make  their  feafls  without 
profit,  lor  thofe  that/^/  at  dinner  paid  one  rate,  and 
thofc  ihat  flood  paid  another.  Thefe  plays  were  hif- 
toiics  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament,  the  perfons 
therein  mentioned  being   brought    upon    the   ftage, 

whom 
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whom  ihe  poet,  according  to  his  fanct,  brings  in. 
talking  to  one  another;  a  fpccinien  of"  one  of  thefe 
plays,  called  Corpus  Chrijii,  may  be  lecn  in  Stephen  s 
Additions  to  the  Monajlicon. 

Thefe  gilds  alfo  gave  annual  chariiv  ;  flipends  to 
poor  perfons  ;  found  beds  and  entertainments  for 
poor  people  that  were  flrangers,  and  had  people  to 
keep  and  tend  the  faid  beds,  and  did  other  works 
of  charity.  The  houfes  where  thofo  entertainments 
were  held,  were  generally  near  the  church;  and  the 
houfe  on  the  ibuih  fide  of  the  church-yard  of  Ox- 
burgh  belonged  to  one  of  the  gilds  there,  and  is  call- 
ed in  old  writings  the  Gild-hall;  and  the  houfe  on 
the  call;  fide  of  the  faid  church-yard  was  another 
Gild-hall,  and  belonged  to  that  of  Corpus  Chridi, 
the  ceilings  being  painted  and  beautii'ied  with  the 
portraiture  of  our  Saviour,  the  five  wounds,  See.  as 
may  be  obfervcd  at  this  day. 

South-weft  of  the  prefcnt  church  about  half  a 
mile,  and  near  to  the  reftory  houfe,  (lands  the  an- 
cient parochial  or  mother  church,  being  a  fmgle 
building  of  flint,  Sec.  with  a  fmiQiing  over,  and  hav- 
ing four  large  buttreffes  of  free-flone,  one  at  each 
corner:  it  is  a  very  plain  rtide  ediHce,  about  thirty- 
four  feet  in  length  and  twenty  in  breadth,  very  much, 
refembling  that  draught  of  the  church  of  Glafton- 
burv,  faid  to  be  built  by  Jofcpli  of  Arimathea,  as 
exhibited  by  fir  Henry  Spelman,  in  his  Hiflory  of 
the  Councils. 

About  the  fouth-iveft  part  of  this  pile,  near  the 
foundation  of  the  buttrefs,  a  gardener  digging  forue 
years  paft,  found  a  fmail  Saxon  brafs  coin ;  on  one 
fide  the  legend  is  AedelredRex,  thereverfe  obfcure, 
but  feems  to  be  Leofstan,  probably  the  mine  maf- 
G  4  ter. 
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tcr.  This  is  that  Edclred  or  Eldred,  who  was  kinj^ 
of  England  in  946,  about  vvhofe  leigu  this  thurch 
was  mofl  Hkely  ere6led. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  old  pile  is  flill  entire, 
with  the  arches  of  the  eafl  and  weft  windows,  and 
fome  of  the  principals  of  the  old  roof :  the  weflern 
part  of  it  is  now  a  dovc-houfe,  and  has  been  fo  time 
immemorial;  it  was  mod  likely  difufcd  fome  ages 
fmce,  upon  the  building  of  the  other  church,  as 
may  be  fuppofcd  from  the  burials  of  feveral  redors 
fome  ages  paft. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  eaft  window,  is  an  arch 
in  the  wall,  no  doubt  for  the  Imago  Principalis,  which 
was  enjoined  to  be  in  all  churches, 

To  this  old  church  theie  belonged  a  very  large 
church-vard  or  cemitery,  containing  three  or  four 
acres  of  ground,  now  part  of  the  glebe.  Incredible 
numbers  of  human  bones  and  fculis  have  been  dug 
up  in  the  ground  round  this  edifice;  now  the  fmall- 
ncfs  of  the  old  church  bearing  no  proportion  to  i[s 
cemitery,  fliews  that  the  parifh  in  thofe  early  days 
was  very  large,  and  required  a  large  cemitery  to  in- 
ter them  in ;  but  fmall  churches  were  often  found, 
and  very  mean  ones  too,  at  that  time  in  large  places  : 
if  there  was  but  room  for  an  altar,  and  for  a  num- 
ber to  hear  mafs,  it  was  fufficient.  Preaching  in 
lliofc  days,  and  till  near  our  own  times,  being  often 
in  the  church-yards,  as  under  the  oak  in  St.  Cle- 
ment's church-yard,  and  in  the  Green-yard  at  Nor- 
wich, at  Paul's  Crofs  in  London,  Sec. 

This  re£lory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  1 81. 
6s.  8d.  and  the  church  has  a  ipire  on  its  to\ver  which 
is  fccn  uL  a  tonfiderable  diflancc. 

Some 
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Some  years  fince  an  ^d  palled  to  im power  fir 
Henry  Bedingfield,  bart.  lord  here,  to  drain,  improve;' 
and  enclofe  feven  hundred  acres  of"  land,  called  Ox- 
burgh  common,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  village  contains  about  thirty  houfcs  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  inhabitants. 

PICKENHAM  NORTH.  From  Doomfday-book 
we  learn,  that  part  of  this  village  called  Pickenham 
was  a  berewic,  a  little  lordfhip  or  hamlet,  belonging 
to  the  king's  manor  of  Sporle,  and  was  valued  with 
it.  It  lies  fouth-call  of  Swaffham  about  three 
miles. 

There  are  three  different  manors  in  this  village, 
belonging  to  different  proprietors  : 

HUGGLESFORD  MaNQR, 

ViR ley's  Manor,  and 
Earl  Warren's  Manor. 

The  former  was  fold  by  the  late  fir  Henry  Beding- 
field, bart,  to  Henry  Eyre,  efq.  of  Burc's  or  Berry's 
Hall  in  Hale,  now  in  pofleflion  of  John  Richard 
Dadiwood,  efq.  of  Cockiey  Cley. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  built 
of  flint,  flones,  Sec.  the  body  is  about  forty-two  feet 
in  length,  and  with  the  fouth  aile  annexed,  is  about 
thirty  in  breadth,  both  covered  with  lead.  On  the 
north  fide  of  the  nave  is  a  chapel,  about  fourteen 
feet,  covered  with  lead.  The  chancel  is  in  length 
about  fourteen  feet,  and  covered  with  tile. 

The 
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The  prcfcnt  rccTtor  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Say, 
fon  of  tlie  late  vicar  of  Swaffham,  and  chaplain  to 
the  prefent  earl  of  Orford,  lord  lieutenant  of  this 
county.  Mr.  Say  had  this  living  on  his  own  pre- 
ientaticn  for  this  turn,  in  1764,  with  Houghton  on 
the  Hill,  confolidated  February  27,    1747. 

In  this  town  was  an  hermitage,  with  a  chapel  de- 
dicated to  St.  Paul,  held  by  John  Caius,  M.  D.  in 
the  4Lh  and  r,th  of  Philip  and  Mary.  This  was  the 
great  benefactor  to  Gonville  College  in  Cambridge  : 
bv  the  large  additions  made  to  it  by  Dr.  Cains  it  is 
liow  more  frecjuently  called  Caius  College.  On  his 
monument  is  infcribed  by  his  own  order, 

FUI  CAIUS. 

This  rc£lory  is  5I.  4s.  2d.  in  die  king's  books. 

SOUTH  PICKENHAM,  is  about  a  mile  to  the 
fouthwaid  of  Noith  Pickenham,  in  the  road  from 
Swaffham  to  Watton,  a  diftance  of  nine  miles. 

This  town  was  formerly  divided  into  two  moieties, 
the  one  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Clare,  the  other  to 
the  Neviles,  lord  Latimers. 

Latimer's  Moiety.  About  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  this  moiety  was  in  fir 
Henry  Hobart  :  afterwards  it  came  to  the  Mcth- 
wnlds,  and  from  them  it  came,  in  1670,  to  fir 
Thomas  Player,  knt.  who  conveyed  it  to  Anthony 
Fidier,  cfc{.  who  partly  built  the  manor-houfe,  now 
called  the  Hall,  and  his  fon  Anthony  fold  it  to  fir 
Edward  Atkins,  knt.  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  finiflicd  the  houlc  and  refided  here  in 
the  reign  of   king  William,   and  the   baron's   fon 

Richard 
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RIcliard  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Chute,  efq.  clerk  of 
the  crown  in  Chancery,  vvhofe  fon  Leonard  dying 
without  iffue,  it  came  to  his  brodier,  Devereux  Chute, 
and  on  his  death  to  Thomas  Lobb  Chute,  fon  of 
Thomas  Lobb,  efq.  by  Elizabeth  eldeft  fifter  of  Leo- 
nard, who  is  the  prefent  lord  and  patron.  Mr. 
Chute  has  raifcd  many  beautiful  and  extenfxve  plan- 
tations near  the  manor-houfe,  and  upon  the  heath 
leading  to  Swaffham. 

Clare's  Moietv.  In  the  31  ft  of  Henry  VIIL 
this  moiety  was  joined  to  Latimer's,  as  it  now  re- 
mains. 

The  church  of  South  Pickenham  is  dedicated  to 
all  the  Saints,  and  is  a  fmgle  building,  having  only 
one  aile  or  nave,  of  flint,  &:c.  in  length  about  forty- 
two  feet,  and  in  breadth  about  fixteen,  with  a  roof 
of  oak,  covered  with  lead. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  nave  is  a  porch  covered 
with  tiles  ;  on  the  fame  fide  has  been  a  chapel,  or 
burial  place,  of  brick,  now  in  ruins,  without  a  roof, 
and  overgrown  with  Ivy  ;  Henry  Hobart,  youngeft 
fon  of  fir  Henry  Hobart,  knt.  lord  chief  juftice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  built  it,  and  was  there  buried 
the  17  th  of  Nov.  1638. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a  very  antique 
round  tower,  and  on  that  an  odangular  top,  railed 
fome  centuries  after,  and  on  the  decay  of  the  other, 
which  was  very  probably  built  by  Edric  the  Danifli 
lord.  On  the  fummit  is  a  litde  fliaft.  In  this 
tower  hang  three  bells.  The  chancel  is  divided 
from  the  nave  by  a  wooden  fcreen,  and  is  twenty- 
four  feet  in  length,  and  about  eighteen  in  breadth, 

and 
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and  covered  with  reed.     In  the  eaft  window  arc  Me- 
thchvold's  arms,  with  a  crefcent  arg. 

Againfl  the  fouth  wall,  widiin  the  rails  of  the 
communion  table,  to  which  there  are  an  afcent  of 
two  (leps,  is  a  compartment  of  white  marble  :  on 
the  fummit  is  Fifher,  gul.  a  chevron  between  three 
Hons  paffant  or,  impaling  Willis,  party  per  fefs  gul. 
and  arg.  three  lions  rampant  counterchanged,  io^a 
bordure  ermine,  and  this  epitaph. 

Here  lidh  interred  the  body  of  Anthony  Fijiier,  EJq; 
eldejl  [on  of  William  Fijher,  uj  Wijheach  in  the  IJU 
of  Ely  and  County  of  Cambridge,  EJq;  who  married 
Ann  the  eldtjl  daughter  of  Sir  Tlwmas  Willys,  of  Fen 
Ditton  in  the  County  of  Cambridge,  Bart,  b  had  if- 
Jueof  her,  4  fons,  viz.  Anthony,  John,  Tlwmas  and 
William,  and  one  daughter,  Ann.  He  departed  this 
life  the  o,d  day  of  June  1679,  -^^  ^P^  Beata  Refur- 
redionis.  Here  atfo  lieth  the  body  of  William  Fjjher, 
Gent,  (only  brother  of  Ayithony  Fifner,  Efq;)  who  died 
the  2\Jl  of  May,   1685. 

Oppofite  to  this,  on  the  north  wall,  is  anorlier 
compartment  of  white  marble,  ornamented  with 
two  cherubs  ;  on  the  fummit  an  urn  with  a  flame  of 
gold  ;  at  the  foot  of  the  monument,  Chute,  gul. 
three  fwords  bar-ways  arg.  hiked  or,  impaling  Chute ; 
creft  a  dexter  arm  coup'd  holding  a  fword,  and  on 
the  table  is  this  : 

Juxta  hoc  Marmor  requijcit  Thomas  Lennard  Chute, 

Armiger 
Lu5luofum  ftevientis  Podagra  ExempUtr, 
Js'on  Annis  fed  doloribus  coifeHus. 
Infenuit  Juvenis,   et  ad  Calos 
Miiiravit  adhuc  Viridis, 

Vir* 
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Vir,  Fide,  Viriiile,   Pielatc, 
Con/inns,   Audax,   Sincerus. 
Dominus  non  Importunus,  amicus  SuaviJJimus, 
Omnibus  Jacilis.   jEquuJq; 
J\''ulli  non  char  us. 
Vixit  Fiiius,  Cunjux,  Frater,  pius,  Fidelis,  amantijfimus. 
Ingeni  dotes,  Ji  quis  alius  unquam 
Prceclaras  habuit,   nee  fajluojds, 
Dece/fit  omnibus  verejlebilis, 
Inimicus  emm  Nemini. 

Salutis.  ^  MDCCXXII. 
Denatus  XI"  Die  Maij  Anno  > 

.       jElaiis  )  XXXIIl. 
Uxorem  duxit  CATHERIJVAM  Jiliam 
Fdvardi  Chute  Armigeri  qua  Unicum 
Sujcepil  jiliam,  qui  X  Menjes  J\''atus  obijt. 

This  church  fell  down  in  a  violent  ftorm,  Nov. 
10,  1604,  when  Dr.  Jagon,  biOiop  of  Norwich, 
granted  a  faculty  to  cover  it  with  lead. 

On  the  pavement  in  the  chancel  lies  a  grey  mar- 
ble ftone,  with  this  fhield: — Methwold,  impaling 
AUingcon,  quartering  in  the  fecond  quarter  Argenton, 
in  the  third,  azure,  feven  martlets  or,  and  a  canton 
ermine,  Fitz-Tecle,  and  in  the  fourth  quarter,  parted 
per  fefs  arg.  and  fab.  a  pale  counterchanged,  on  each 
piece  of  the  firfl,  a  griffin's  head  erafed,  of  the  2d, 
Gardiner,  Mary  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  Richard 
Gardiner,  lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the  time  of 
Edward  IV.  and  of  Exning  in  Cambridgefhire,  was 
married  the  12th  of  Henry  VIII.  to  fir  Giles  Ailing- 
ton.     And  on  a  plate  of  brafs  is  this  : 

Here  lieth   William  Methwold,    Gent,  the  fecond 
Jon  of  William  M^thmld,  of  Langford,  Efq;   His 

wife 
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uifc  was  Sujanna  the  daughter  cj  George  Alliniton^ 
of  RuJIiford,  EJq;  by  whom  lie  had  ijfue  three  Jons 
and  four  daughters.  He  died  the  xx/.v  day  of  Aug. 
A?i*  (ttatis  56,  An°  Elkabelh  Regina  2^,  et  An°  Did. 
3586. 

The  windows  of  the  chancel  have  been  curioufly 
painted  ;  on  the  north  fide  are  fragments  of  the  Sa- 
lutation. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tliomas  PIggc  is  the  prcfent  rec- 
tor, prefentcd  February  8,  1736,  by  Thomas  Lobb 
Chute,  efq.  the  prefent  patron,  to  the  confolidated 
reftory  of  South  Pickenham  St.  Andrew  with  All 
Saints. 

SOUTH-ACRE.  This  village,  as  well  as  Caflle- 
acre  and  Weft-acre,  in  the  book  of  Doomfday,  are 
wrote  fmgly  Acra,  but  is  noAV  called  South-acre.  It 
contains  that  parifli  of  Acre  which  lies  on  the  fou- 
thcrn  fide  of  the  river  Nar,  which  divides  it  from 
Caftle-acre,  and  at  the  furvey  was  the  land  of  the 
earl  Warren,  held  of  him  by  VVimer. 

It  is  very  probable  that  Wimer  was  the  anceflor 
of  the  Harfyke  family,  for  fir  Eudo  de  Arfick  held 
this  lordfhip  of  the  earl  Warren  about  the  reign  of 
Henry  I.  by  the  fervice  of  being  caftellan  or  keeper 
of  his  caftle  at  Acre  or  Cafllc-acre. 

In  this  family  the  lordfliip  continued,  and  they 
were  conliderablc  benefadors  to  the  abbey  of  Caf lie- 
acre. 

In  the  13th  of  Edward  III.  1339,  fir  John  Har» 
fyke  was  high  fheriff  of  Norfolk, 

South-acre 
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SouLli-acre,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  was  in  fir 
Roger  Harfyke.  In  dii.s  family  it  continued  till  af- 
ter the  reign  of  Henry  V.  when  it  came  by  marriage 
to  the  Dorwards,  thence  to  the  Fctheringavs,  and 
l>y  marriage  to  Nicholas  Bcaupre,  cfq,  of  Beaupre- 
hall  in  Outwcll. 

Edmund  Beaupre,  efq.  his  fon  and  heir,  left  four 
daughters  and  co-heirs  ;  Dorothy,  the  youngeft,  mar- 
ried to  fir  Robert  Bell,  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  had  ibis 
manor,  ?<;c.  aihgned  to  her.  By  fir  Robert  fiie  Iiad 
fir  Edmund  Bell,  who  died  in  1607. 

In  this  family  it  continued  till  it  was  fold  to  fir 
Edward  Barkham,  knt.  lord  mayor  of  London  in 
1621;  and  in  1703,  Dorothy,  Frances  and  Jane, 
daughters  and  co-heirs  of  hr  \Villiam  Barkham,  hart, 
conveyed  it  to  Andrew  Fountainc,  efq.  and  lo  to  his 
fon  fir  Andrew  Fountaine,  knt,  and  Brio's:  Price 
Fountaine,  efq.  of  Narford,  is  the  prefent  lord. 

The  fcite  of  the  old  hall,  the  feat  of  the  Flarfykes, 
may  be  obferved  at  this  day,  in  a  clofe  north-call 
of  the  church ;  it  Hands  near  the  river,  and  v.-as 
moated  round:  it  is  now  covered  with  wood  and 
bufhes,  but  the  foundations  are  to  be  fcen.  Oppo- 
fite  to  this  manor-houfe  flood  a  free  chapel,  now  alfo 
demoliflied,  founded  by  the  Harfykes  for  their  pri- 
vate ufe,  and  the  chaplains  were  prefcnLed  by  them. 

Narburgh's  Manor.  Befides  the  aforefiid  ma- 
nor belonging  to  the  earl  Warren,  part  of  the  king's 
manor  of  Sporlc  extended  itfelf  into  this  town,  and 
xvas  held,   or  farmed  of  the  king  by  Godric   at  the 

lurvey. 

Ill 
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In  the  i;ih  of  Edward  IV.  1477,  it  was  the  in- 
heritance of  Cecily,  wife  of  John  Bocking,  daugh- 
ter and  co-heir  of  William  de  Narburgh,  and  in  the 
north  aile  of  the  church  is  to  be  feen  the  fliield  of 
Narburgh  at  this  day.  The  faid  Cecily  dying  with- 
out ifTue,  the  manor  defcended  to  Henry  Spelman, 
cf  Narburgh,  who  married  Elizabeth,  her  fifler  and 
co-heir;  and  in  the  5d  of  Richard  111.  14 85,  Henry 
Spelman  was  lord. 

After  this  wc  find  it  united  to  the  other  lordfhip ; 
and  in  the  25th  of  Elizabeth,  1583,  was  in  the  pof- 
fcffion  of  the  Bells,  and  it  continues  united  at  this 
time. 

The  priors  of  Caflle  acre,  Sporle  and  Weft-acre, 
were  taxed  for  temporalities  here. 

The  church  of  South-acre  is  dedicated  to  St. 
George:  it  has  a  nave,  a  north  ailc,  and  a  chance], 
with  a  tower  at  the  end  of  the  nave,  all  built  of 
flint  ftoncs  and  boulder,  and  covered  with  lead :  tie 
nave  is  about  forty-four  feet  in  length,  and,  with 
the  north  aile,  about  thirty  in  breadth,  and  has  a  good 
roof  of  oak  covered  with  lead. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  north  aile  is  a  chnpel, 
parted  by  a  wooden  fcreen  painted,  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  which,  in  the  chapel,  adjoining  to  the  north  wall, 
is  a  tombftone,  raifed  about  a  foot  and  a  half  from 
the  ground,  and  thereon  lies  the  effigy  of  a  Knight 
Templar  in  his  military  veft,  crofs-legg  d,  his  hands 
conjoined  at  his  breaft,  with  a  great  broad  belt  and 
a  fword,  and  a  lion  couchant  at  his  feet,  all  of  ftone. 
There  is  no  infcription  or  arms,  but  it  is  moft  likely 
in  memory  of  fir  Eudo  Harfykc,  the  firft  of  that 
name,  for  the  monument  befpeaks  great  antiquity. 

The 
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The  Templars  were  habited  in  white,  and  their 
uppcrmofl;  garment  was  of  red  cloth,  with  a  crofs 
pattee  on  ilieii  left  fhoulder,  and  to  fnew  that  they 
are  not  afhamed  of  the  dodrine  of  the  Crofs,  they 
arc  pourtrayed  and  carved,  with  their  legs  forming 
a  faltire  crofs,  in  armour,  with  the  habit  abovemen- 
tioned  over  it ;  and  their  fword  hanging  from  a 
broad  belt  buckled  over  their  veil  or  inward  habit, 
as  in  this  monument :  fometimes  they  are  reprefent- 
ed  in  armour,  with  their  hands  forming  the  fame 
crofs,  having  foraething  like  a  torce  or  rope,  clofe 
twifted  about  their  limbs,  with  fwords  in  their  hands, 
and  fometimes  a  plain  long  flaff,  widi  a  crofs  pattee 
on  the  head. 

This  is  called  the  chapel  of  the  AiTuraption  of  our 
bleffed  Lady,  and  forae  )  ears  pafl  here  was  in  a  win- 
dow the  efhgv  of  fir  John  Harf)ke,  the  founder,  in 
compleat  armour,  on  his  knees,  and  hands  conjoin- 
ed, and  at  his  right  hand  the  arms  of  Harfyke,  im- 
paling gul.  a  fefs  between  three  leopards  heads  jef- 
fant  fleurs  de  lys,  or,  the  arms  of  Dryby ;  near  him 
alfo  was  the  effigy  of  his  lady  on  her  knees,  and  at 
her  left  hand  her  arms  in  a  fmgle  fliield.  Thcie 
were  alfo  the  arms  of  Calthorpe  impaling  Walcote. 

The  eaftern  part  of  this  chapel  Is  taken  in,  and 
fenced  with  iron  rails,  by  the  Barkhams,  who  made 
it  their  burial-place,  and  have  a  vault  here. 

On  the  pavement  on  the  left  hand  as  you  enter, 
lies  a  marble  grave-flone  near  the  wall,  on  which  are 
tht  portraitures  in  brafs  of  a  man  and  woman,  wiih 
their  right  hands  joined,  the  woman  on  the  right 
hand,  the  man  on  the  left ;  the  man  in  compleat 
armour,  and  on  his  breaft  the  arms  of  Harfyke,  and 
near  his  head  the  creft  of  turkey  feathers  in  an  hoop 
H  as 
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7>s  abo\e-meniioiiecl,  arid  at  b-s  feet  a  lion  couchant. 
I'lie  woman  in  an  antique  drcfs  of  that  age  ;  on 
her  vefl  are  her  own  arms,  on  the  right  fide,  ermine 
a  maunch  gules,  Cakhorpe,  and  on  her  left  fide  the 
arms  oi  her  hufbanci,  and  at  her  feet  is  a  do9;  cou- 
chant.  On  a  rim  of  brafs  that  goes  round  the  Rone 
is  this  infcription, 

Hie  jacet  Dns  Jchcs  Ilarfick  Miles  cjufdem  Homi- 
nis  tcrtius,  qu  obiit  fee  undo  die  Seplemhris  An°  Dni 
Mccclxxxix.  ciijus  ant/ne  propiticlur  Deus  Amen,  et 
Dumina  Kallicrina  iixcr. 

This  fir  John  mairied  Catherine,  daughter  and 
fole  heir  of  fir  Baiiholomew  Cakhcjrpe,  knt.  of  Gef- 
tingthorpe,  vvhofe  father,-  fir  Bartholomew,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  fir  John  de  Gefling- 
thorpe,  of  Efiex,  and  by  reafon  ot  her  inheritance, 
affumed  the  arms  of  Geftingthorpe,  ermine  a  maunch 
gules,  and  in  a  window  adjoining  is  the  fiirae  fliield 
ftiil  remaining. 

Near  to  this,  in  the  north  wall,  is  a  marble  flone 
fixed,  and  thus  infcribcd  : 

Hie  jacet  Penelope,  Jilia  Domini  Edwardi  Bark- 
ham  Baronetii,  et  Francijca  Uxoris  Jua,  qua  quidem 
Penelope,  JElate  Puellula,  fed  Prudentia,  Pietate,  Vir- 
tute  Malrona,  omnibus  fatis,  Parentihus  nimis,  et 
Deo  maxime  chara,  terras  reliquit,  ad  Kuptias  Agni 
vocata  J ulii  I  \ ,    1678,  A?inoq;  /Etatisjua,   OBavo. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  this  chapel,  againfl  the  north 
wall,  is  a  \'ery  rich  and  flatcly  altar  monument,  of 
marble  and  alabaftcr,  ornamented  widi  feveral  death's 
heads,  bones,  8cc.  in  baffo  relievo  ;  on  this  refls  a 
large  black  marble  flab,  fupportcd  at  each  coiner  by 
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a  column  of  black  mail)Ie  of  the  Do?ick  order  ;  on 
this  ihh  b'cs  a  matt  or  bafs  of  aL^bafler  curiouflv 
carved,  and  on  that  he  the  (latucs  of  fir  Edward 
Barkham  and  his  ]ady,  on  their  backs,  in  their  full 
length  and  proportions  in  alabaRcr,  fir  Edward  in 
in  armour,  and  (what  is  fomcwhat  incompati- 
ble) with  his  fcarlet  gown,  and  gold  chain  about 
his  neck,  as  lord  mayor  of  London,  over  his  ar- 
mour ;  fo  that  the  ftatuary  was  of  the  fame  opinion 
with  the  Roman  orator,  Ccdant  Arma  Togce.  He 
has  alio  a  book  in  his  right  hand,  and  rcfts  his  head 
on  a  cufliion  :  his  lady  is  in  a  drefs  agreeable  to  the 
age  nie  li\'ed  in,  her  hands  acrofs,  and  refts  her 
head  on  a  cufliion.  At  the  head  and  foot  of  diis 
monument  are  the  effigies  of  two  fons  and  three 
clauohters,   all  kneeling  on  cufhions. 

To  this  monument  is  a  wall  piece  of  the  Hime 
materials,  on  the  fummit  of  which  is  this  fhield  ; 
arg.  three  pallets  gul.  over  all  a  chev'ron  or.  Baik- 
ham,  and  under  it  this  motto, 

DILIGEKtlA,  FORTU.Y.E  MATER  : 

On  each  fide  of  thisjs  a  figure;  that  on  the  ria'nt 
hand  reprefeniing  viclory,  with  a  laurel  crown  in 
her  right  hand,  and  on  the  pedeftal  that  fupporis 
her,  Barkham  impaling  c'uarterly  in  the  firft  and 
fourth,  arg.  on  a  pale  fable  three  croiTes  pattee,  or. 
in  a  bordure  engrailed  of  the  fecond,  Crouch,  in 
the  fecond  and  third  arg.  on  a  chev'ron  fab.  three 
helmets  clofed,  or,  Scott.  The  figure  on  the  left 
hand  is  a  ffceleton  reprefenting  death,  and  on  the 
pedeflal  the  arms  of  Grouch  and  Scott  quarterly, 
and  bv  thefe  figures  are  two  hour-glaflcs  with  wings. 
About  this  monument  hang  fevcral  banners  and 
H  r  flrcamtiS 
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rirc-amers   with   the  aforefaid   arms;  but   here  is   no 
epitaph  or  infciiption  on  it. 

This  fir  Edward  Barkham  was  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don, in  the  i  gth  of  James  I.  he  was  fon  of  Edward 
Barkham,  of  this  town,  cfq.  and  was  created  baro- 
net of  this  town,  June  28,  1623,  being  a  native  of 
this  village  :  he  mariied  Jane  daughter  to  John 
Crouch,  efq.  of  Cornybcrv  in  Hertfordfhirc,  by 
Joan  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Scott,  of  London. 

The  crcfl.  of  Barkham  on  the  Iron  work  that  in- 
clofes  the  tomb,  is  two  arms  embraced,  or.  hands 
proper,  fupporting  a  flieaf  of  arrows  arg.  in  a  rye 
band  gul. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  flands  a  little  low 
fquare  tower,  of  Hint,  with  quoins  and  embattle- 
uients  of  free-flone,  in  which  hang  three  bells,  on 
the  fecond  is  this  infciiption  ;  In  niullis  Annis  Refonet 
Caynpmia  Johanms ;  it  being  dedicated  to  St.  John. 
On  the  third,  As  God  will,  Jo  be  it. 

The  chancel  is  feparated  from  the  nave  of  the 
church  by  a  wooden  fcreen,  ornamented  with  pillars 
of  the  Dorick  order,  erefted  at  the  charge  of  fir 
Edward  Barkham  aforefaid,  as  appears  from  his 
arms,  Sec.  This  chancel  is  in  length  about  thirty, 
and  about  eighteen  feet  in  breadth  :  on  the  middle 
of  the  area  lies  a  marble  flone,  on  the  upper  part  of 
it,  on  a  brafs  plate,  is  the  portraiture  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  with  the  child  Jefus  in  her  arms.  Here  was 
alio  on  it  the  portraiture  of  a  pricfl  on  his  knees, 
in  his  robes,  and  this  infcription  on  a  brafs  plate  : 

Orate  pro  aniyna  Domini  Tlioyne  Lcman,  quondam 
Bccloris  iflius  Ecclefie  qui  obiit  x  Die  Menfis  Junii. 
An"  Dni  Mcccccxxxiiii,'  cuius  anime  propitictiir  Deus, 
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At  the  weft  end  is  a  frcc-flonc,  fixed  in  the  wall, 
thus  infciibcd  : 

*'  Aug.  1725,  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Brocle- 
"  bank,  reftor,  new  paved  this  chancql  with 
"  ftone,  at  his  o\vn  charge,  had  the  giave-flones 
"  cleaned  and  laid  even,  removed  none  that  had 
•'  any  infcription,  but  gave  three  plain  ones  to  be 
*'  laid  in  the  body  of  the  church.'" 

The  communion  table  Is  inciofed  with  rails  and 
balillers,  and  has  an  afcent  of  one  flep  to  it  of  free- 
flone  ;  againfl  the  eafl  wall  are  the  commandments 
in  letters  of  gold,  and  the  portraitures  of  I^.Iofes  and 
Aaron,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Fountaine,  mother  of  fir  An- 
drew. In  the  eafl.  window  is  the  fhield  of  Harfyke 
painted  on  glafs. 

To  this  church  there  belongs  a  large  filver  cup, 
and  t\yo  filver  patines  or  ialvers  ;  on  the  cup  is  this 
infcription  ; 

♦'  The  gift  of  the  lady  Jane  Earkham,  widov/, 
*'  to  the  church  of  Southacre  in  the  county  of 
"  Norfolk,  1642,"  and  the  arms  of  Barkham  im- 
paling Crouch,  and  the  faivers  have  the  fame  arms. 

The  prefent  redor  is  the  Rev.  James  Thom,  a 
man  of  much  learning  and  taP.c,  and  to  whom  the 
late  fir  Andrew  Fountaine,  knt.  bequeathed  the  rec- 
tory on  the  deceafe  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  King,  and  to 
which  he  was  accordingly  prefented  by  his  heir, 
Brigg  Price  Fountaine,  efq.  the  prefent  patron,  or 
his  guardians,  the  truftees  of  the  late  Brigg  .Price, 
efq.  on  the  vacancy  in  1756. 

H  3  This 
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This  rcclory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  lol. 
I  Ss.  i(J.  and  in  this  parifli  was  a  houfe  of  lepers, 
with  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Bartholomew.  1  he 
place  where  this  church  and  houfe  of  lepers  flood, 
is  now  known  bv  the  name  of  Bartholomew  Hill  in 
Southacre,  which  lies  on  the  road  from  S  waff  ham 
to  Caflleacre,  \vhcre  fome  remains  of  a  little  pedling 
fair  is  flill  kept  on  St.  Bartholomew  s  Day,  and 
here  fome  people  digging  lately  for  flone,  found  fc- 
vcral  human  bcnes,   (culls.   Sec. 

The  houfe  called  Southacrc-hall,  a  feat  of  the 
Barkhams  and  lord  Richavdfon,  was  fold  lately  by 
William  Jerray,  efq.  and  Elizabeth,  onh-  filter  and 
heir  to  William  lord  Richardfon,  his  wife,  to  fir 
Andrew  Fountaine,  knt. 

SPORLE,  widi  GREAT  and  LITTLE  PA^ 
GRA\T.  Sporle  lies  about  three  miles  north-eaft  of 
SwafFham.  Here  was  formerly  a  priorv,  and  the 
prior  was  pairon  of  the  vicarage. 

The  church  of  Sporle  is  a  lofty  and  fpacious 
building  of  flint,  &;c.  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  ; 
it  has  its  nave,  and  north  and  fouth  ailes,  covered 
\vith  lead.  At  the  well  end  of  the  nave  flands  the 
tower,  of  flint,  with  quoins  and  embattlemcnts  of 
frce-flone,  and  therein  are  three  bells  ;  to  this  tower 
there  has  been  annexed  a  large  porch,  embattled 
with  frec-flone,  and  over  that  a  room,  probably  for 
fome  anchorite  or  reclufe,  but  it  is  now  in  ruins  and 
ijncovered. 

In  the  2Sth  of  Edward  J.  1300,  we  have  an  ac- 
count in  Norwich  Doomfday,  that  Sporle,  with  Pa- 
grave  Parva,  was  appropriated  to  the  prior  of  Sporle, 
who  had  the  great  tithes,  and  the  vicar  the  fmall  ; 

that 
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that  it  was  valued  with  its  portions,  befides  the  vica- 
rage, at  feven  marks,  the  portion  of  the  monks  of 
Florence  at  ten  marks,  that  of  the  monks  oi  Roau 
at  20S.  Peter-pence  lud. 

Of  Pap;rave  the  prior  of  Sporle  was  patron  ;  the 
vicar  had  twelve  paiiQiioners,  and  had  the  great  and 
Iraall  tithes,   and  a  grange  with  hve  acres. 

In  1349  the  king  prefented,  on  account  of  the 
war  with  France,  thi^  being  a  priory  ahenated,  and 
from  this  time  the  king  conftantly  prefented,  till  it 
was  granted  to  Eton  college. 

Sporle  is  a  vicarage,  and  the  rec'^ory  is  Little  Pa- 
grave  :  the  great  tithes  are  in  Mr.  Banhoiomevv  Nei- 
fon,  a  merchant  at  Lynn. 

Sir  Matthew  Holworthy,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Sporle,  Sec.  gave  to  the  town  600I.  to  purchafe  an 
eflate,  the  produd  of  which  was  to  be  adigned  and 
given  to  the  vicar,  for  the  preaching  a  fermon  here 
in  the  afternoon  all  the  year,  excepting  the  winter 
quarter  ;  with  which  an  eitate  was  purchafed,  now 
rented  at  above  60I.  per  ann.  Mrs.  Holworthy  is 
the  prefent  lady  of  the  manor. 

Sporle  Priory.  Near  to  the  church  of  Sporle 
flood  the  priory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  the  Virgin, 
but  of  the  foundation  there  is  no  certain  account  ; 
though  Henry  IL  who  was  earl  of  Anjou,  was  pro- 
bably the  founder.  It  was  a  cell  to  the  monailery 
of  St.  Florence  at  Saumers,  in  the  diocefe  of  Anjou 
in  France,  of  the  order  of  St.  Bennet. 

There  is  recorded  the  following  very  curious  be- 

qucft  of  James   Cooke,   formerly  of  this   parifh. — 

H4  •'James 
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*'  James  Cooke,  of  Sporle,  purpofing  to  vifit  the 
*'  Holy  Pilgrimage  of  Rome,  made  his  will  in  1506: 
^'  Item,  I  will  that  myn  executors,  as  lone  as  it  may 
*'  come  to  ther  knouleg,  that  I  am  dcde,  that  they 
"  make  a  drynkjngfur  my  Joul  to  the  value  of  6s.  SJ, 
"  in  the  church  of  Sporle. 

This  priory  was  dinblvcd  in  the  parliament  held 
at  Leicefler,  in  the  2d  of  Henry  V.  1424,  at  which 
jiarliament  all  the  alien  priories  throughout  England 
were  fupprclTed,  and  gi\'en  to  the  king  and  his  heirs 
for  ever;  but  as  few  of  ihefe  lands  were  alienated 
at  this  time  to  the  laity,  till  the  general  fuppreffion 
of  monafteries  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI i  I.  but 
were  for  tiie  moll  part  continued  to  facred  uies,  fo 
this  priory,  with  all  its  dependencies,  were  given 
by  Henry  VI.  to  his  college  of  Eton  upon  the 
founding  of  it,  in  the  i  qth  year  of  his  reign,  and 
has  continued  in  that  college  to  this  day. 

The  provofl  and  fellows  of  Eton  college  are  pa- 
trons of  this  church,  and  in  1  773  prefented  the  Rev, 
John  Francis  to  the  redory  of  Sporle,  confolidated 
with  Pagrave  Parva. 

This  town  was  royal  demefne,  and  the  ConfefTur 
gave  it  to  Ralph  earl  of  Norfolk  (who  forfeited  it 
by  his  rebellion  againft  William  the  Conqueror)  at 
the  great  furvey ;  it  was  managed  and  held  for  that 
J<.ing  by  Godric. 

Sporle  Manor.  At  the  furvey  Godric  held  it 
for  the  king,  and  it  remained  royal  demefne  till  king 
Henry  I. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  fir  William  Paflon 
waj  lord  of  this  and  EalUhall,  alias  Wotton's. 

la 
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Tn  i6ii  fir  William  PaPion  died  feized  of  it,  held 
as  it  is  then  found  of  the  coiintcls  of  Arundel,  as 
of  her  callie  of  Rifing  in  Norfolk,  in  foccage,  and 
('d.  rent;  and  in  the  Paffon  family  it  continued  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  1.  but  in  1660  John  T'hetford 
was  loid,  and  after  hirn  fr  Mattlieu'  Holvvorthy  and 
his  Ion,  and  Mrs.  Holvvorthy  poirelles  it  at  prefent. 

GREAT  PaGRAVE.  The  bernite,  or  hamlet, 
that  belonged  to  this  manor,  which  was  always  call- 
ed Pagrave,  was  half  a  mile  long  and  five  furlonp-s 
broad,  and  paid  its  gelt  or  tax  with  Sporle,  to  which 
it  always  belonged,  as  it  now  doth,  it  being  ahvays 
part  of  that  parifh:  it  never  had. any  church  or  place 
of  public  worQiip  belonging  to  it,  but  its  mother 
church  of  Sporle ;  but  foon  after  the  conqueft,  part 
of  it  was  feparated,  and  became  the  village  called  Little 
Pagrave. 

The  manor  of  Eafl-hall  In  Great  Pagrave  is  joined 
to  Sporle  manor, 

WooDHALL  in  Pagrave  Magna  and  Parva,  con- 
fided partly  of  lands  belonging  to  the  carl  Warren's 
fee  in  Pagrave  Parva. 

In  1444,  Wilham  Waynfleet,  provofl  of  Eton 
college,  granted  to  John  Paflon,  Edmund  Pallon, 
&c,  all  the  goods  and  chattels,  rents  and  profits  of 
the  lands,  tenements,  8cc.  which  belonged  to  him 
and  that  college  here,  on  account  of  an  outlawry 
againft  John  Halman  and  Henry  Halman,  of  Sporle, 
and  in  1451,  Henry  Halman  granted  the  fame  to 
John  Pafton,  efq.  who  died  feifed  of  this  lordfhip  in 
the  6th  of  Edward  IV.  After  this  it  paffed  from  the 
Paftoijs,  as  is  obfcrved  in  the  manor  of  Sporle. 

The 
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The  IceL  of  Pagravc  Magna  is  in  the  lord  of  the 
hundred  ;   lcc;t-fee  is  i4d.  per  annum. 

LITTLE  PAGRAVE,  liadi  been  for  many  ages 
in  die  family  who  took  their  name  from  this  lordPnip 
and  i'eat  of  theirs,  to  which  one  of  the  family  built 
a  chapel,  and  fixed  the  tithes  of  his  manor  to  it, 
fo  that  it  became  parochial,  and  was  a  long  ume  in- 
dependent of  Sporle,  till  the  piior  there  obtained  its 
advowfon,   and  got  it  confolidated  to  Sporle. 

The  lect  of  Pagravc  Parva  is  in  the  lord  of  the 
hundred ;   leet-fee  is  4d.  per  annum. 

Strance's,  or  Pagrave  Parva  Manor.  Wil- 
liam earl  Warren  held  land  here  in  the  Concjueror's 
time. 

This  lordfhip  has  been  in  the  family  of  the  Pa- 
graves  (who  took  their  name  from  it)  for  many  cen- 
tuiics.  In  die  reign  of  Henry  II.  John,  fon  of  Tho- 
mas dc  Pagravc,  gave  to  the  monks  of  Caflle-acre  a 
rent  of  4d.  per  ann. 

In  1571  John  Pagrave  was  lord,  and  fir  Auguftine 
Pagravc,  bart.  died  feifed  of  it. 

About  the  year  1731,  the  whole  manor  was  pur- 
chafed  in,  and  there  were  no  out-rents  but  36s.  8d. 
payable  yearly  to  the  flieriff  of  Norfolk.  At  fir  Ri- 
chard's death,  it  was  ordered  by  decree  in  chancery 
to  be  fold  by  his  heirs,  with  the  manor  of  Norwood 
Barningham. 

The  heirs  of  fir  Richard  were  the  four  daughters 
of  Samuel  Smith,  late  of  Colkirk,  e(q.  deceafed, 
his  mother   being   Uriiha  Palgravc,  daughter  of  fir 

John 
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Jjhn  Pab:ra\-e.   ^andfaLlier  of  fir  Ricliard,  and  ia.~ 
tl'.cr  of  fir  Aufiin,   \'iz. 

T.   Catherine,  manicd  to  Thomas  Bcndlfli,  efq.  of 
YaraiouLli,   who  is  dead. 


2.    UiiLha,   married  to OfRcy,  of  Dcrbyflilrc, 

efcj.   fhe  being  dead,  John  Oflley,  eiq.  is  her  fon  and 
heir. 


3.  TheodoHa,  who  married  Samuel  Sparrovve,  of 
Lavenhara  in  Suffolk,  gent. 

4.  Lucy,   married  firft  to Pctt,  of  Dcdcnbam 

in  Suffolk,   gent,   and  after  to  Jonas  Rolfe,  of  Lynn 
Regis,   gent. 

The  Rev.  John  Francis  \vas  prefented  to  the  rec- 
tory of  Pagrave  Parva,  conlblidated  with  Sporle,  by 
Eton  college,  in   1773. 

SWAFFHAM.  This  town,  fays  Blomefield,  may 
take  its  name  irom  Swcdan,  a  Jioath,  being  a  long 
ridge  of  meadow  ground,  as  a  Selion  is  a  ridge  of 
arable  ground,  falling  on  each  fide,  and  this  anfwers 
its  fcite,  fo  that  SwcUham  is  a  town  on  a  ridge  of 
hills. 

-  Harold,  fon  of  Godwin  eaii  of  Kent,  was  lord 
of  this  town  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  ConfefTor,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  Con- 
queror, who  gave  it  to  Ralph  Guader,  or  Waller, 
earl  of  Norlolk,  who  was  lord  here,  as  we  learn  from 
Doomfday. 

Swaffhara,  when  the  lordfhip  of  Alan,  earl  of 
Richmond,  was  royal  demefne,  and  after  belonged 

to 
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to  the  cailclom  of  Norfolk :  it  was  a  mile  long  and 
as  much  broad,  and  had  at  the  furvey  a  mill  and 
the  moiety  of  another,  and  one  filhpond  or  fifliery. 
It  was  accounted  for  as  two  manors,  and  valued  at 
the  furvey  at  i61.  and  there  were  20s.  per  ann. 
more  belonging  to  it. 

This  Ralph,  earl  of  Norfolk,  entering  into  a  con- 
fpiracy  with  other  lords  againfl  die  Conqueror,  loft 
all  his  poffefhons,  and  fled  into  France,  and  the 
Conqueror  gave  this  lordfhip,  kc.  to  his  fon-in-law 
Alan  Rufus,  alias  Fcrgaunc,  earl  of  Richmond  in 
Yorkfliire,  who  married  his  daughter  Conflance. 

Earl  Alan  died  in  1093,  and  was  buried  near  the 
fouih  door  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Edmund  in  Suffolk, 
before  the  akar  of  St.  Nicholas. 

The  lordfhip  of  this  town  being  thus  veiled  in 
the  earls  of  Richmond,  it  was  looked  upon  as  a 
member  of,  and  went  along  with  that  honour  fuC" 
cefUvely. 

About  the  lytli  of  king  John,  this  town  had  a 
market  granted  to  it,  which  is  continued  to  this  time  ; 
and  in  the  37th  of  Henry  111.  1233,  we  find  that 
Peter  de  Savoy,  earl  of  Richmond,  uncle  to  queen 
Eleanor,  and  lord  of  the  town,  had  a  confirmation 
of  this  grant  of  a  market  weekly  on  Saturday,  and 
alfo  of  two  fairs  here  yearly. 

In  the  3d  )'ear  of  Edward  I.  1275,  John  de  Dreux 
duke  of  Britain  and  Richmond,  was  lord,  and  held 
the  manor  in  capite;  and  the  church  of  Swaffham, 
which  was  in  the  gift  or  prefentation  of  the  earl  of 
Richmond,  was  iheu  valued  at  Sol.  per  ann. 

In 
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In  1308,  John  de  Britannia,  earl  of  Richmond, 
was  lord,  and  had  a  confirmation  of  two  fairs  here, 
and  the  market. 

In  1425,  Ralph  Nevile,  earl  of  Weflmoreland, 
died  leifcd  of  this  manor  and  advovvfon,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  Richmond,  which  he  had  given  him  by- 
Henry  IV.  on  his  acccfhon  to  the  cro\v'n,  and  held 
it  for  life;  the  revcrfion  thereof  to  the  kings  fon, 
John  duke  of  Bedford,  with  the  county  of  Rich- 
iT  on  1,  the  caftle,  honour,  and  leigniory,  who  in 
1435  died  leifcd  of  the  manor  and  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  SwafFham,  alfo  of  the  liberty  of  keeping 
a  court  here,  called  Shire-Court,  from  month  to 
month,  belonging  to  the  honour  of  Richmond. 

In  1456,  Edmund  of  Iladham,  earl  of  Richmond, 
the  king's  half  brother,  died  feifed  of  two  parts  of 
diis  lordftiip  and  advowfon,  held  vi  capite. 

In  1473,  Edward  IV.  granted  this  lordfliip  to 
George,  duke  of  Clarence,  his  brother  Henry,  cari 
of  Richmond,  then  being  in  banifnment ;  but  on 
the  acceflion  of  Henry  VII.  to  the  crown,  it  became 
parcel  of  the  crown  lands,  and  was  held  by  Henry 
VIII.  queen  Mary  and  queen  Elizabeth,  who  in  the 
26th  year  of  her  reign  recites,  that  fhe  by  her  let- 
ters patent  under  the  great  leal,  dated  the  4th  of  May, 
1570,  in  the  12th  year  of  her  reign,  did  demifc  to 
Philip  Strelly,  gent,  then  one  of  the  capt^ns  of  the 
village  of  Berwick,  amongft  other  things,  all  and 
fmgular  the  lands  and  dcmefncs  of  the  lordfhip  or 
manor  of  SwafFham,  and  the  warren  of  coneys, 
called  Spinney  Park,  8cc.  and  to  fir  Henry  Beding- 
field,  the  lordfliip  and  manor  of  S  waff  ham,  except 
courts  baron  and  lects  of  the  faid  manor :  the  queeii 
therefore,  on  the  furrender  of  that  leafe,  deraifcth  to 

Robert 
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Robert  ClKihcnor  autl  Ann  liis  y:'i[c.  anci  Pa)  nc  their 
foil,  all  lIic  prcmifTts  aforcfaid,  which  arc  parcel  of 
the  honour  of  Richmond,  and  of  Richmond  fee,  by 
the  name  of  the  manor  ol  Swaflham,  (except  as  be- 
fore excepted)  to  hold  to  ihcni  at'.d  their  heirs  fnc- 
ccfhvelv,  paying  for  the  \varren  and  land  called 
Spinney  Park,  R.  ics.  per  ann.  and  for  the  demefnc 
lands  and  premiffes,  7I.  10s.  and  the  bcfl  bcall:  for 
an  herriot. 

In  1620,  we  have  much  knouledgc  of  tlie  Rate 
of  the  town,  from  the  \Trdi6l  of  the  [urv,  gi\en  at 
the  court  of  the  manor  then  held,  viz.  •'  That  the 
"  freeholders  hold  of  the  manor  bv  foccage,  fealty, 
•'  and  free-rent,  and  pay  for  Ircc-rcnt  4d.  per  acre, 
"  and  for  every  acre  of  copyhold  3d.  per  acre  ;  for 
"  every  cojiyhold  meffuage  gd.  That  the  copyhol- 
*'  ders  may  make  leafcs  of  their  copyhold  eftatea 
"  for  twenty-one  years,  without  licence  of  the  lord, 
•'  and  on  admittance  2d.  per  acre.  To  their  know- 
"  ledge,  there  ne\cr  \vas  any  manor-houlc.  but  many 
"  acres  of  demefne  lands,  and  Edward  lloye  and 
"  ChriHopher  Watfon  were  farmers  thereof ;  there 
*'  is  another  manor  called  Halpals  and  Whitfands, 
"  which  was  granted  by  king  Edward  \'l.  to  certain 
"  perfons  and  their  heirs,  under  \vhich  grant,  Robert 
"  Halman,  gent.  &;c.  who  have  the  laid  manor, 
"  keep  court,  Sec.  no  mill  now  belongs  to  the  ma- 
*'  nor,  but  two  newly  built,  and  they  know  not  of 
"  anv  fifliing  or  fowling;  the  lord  hath  \veyfs,  flrays 
*'  and  felons  goods,  now  no  fair  but  a  market  where- 
*'  in  fix  fcore  and  thirteen  flails,  and  fourteen  fliops, 
"  and  the  toll  and  profits,  taken  by  the  bayliff  of 
*'  the  manor  ;  the  lord  bifhop  of  Norwich  hath  the 
"  right  of  prefentation  to  the  vicarage,  and  Nicho- 
*'  las  Bate,  clerk,  is  incumbent;  the  vicarage-houfc 
*'  is  in  nauch  decay,  the  impropriation  is  worth  lool. 

"  per 
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"  per  ann,     John  Stalloii,  gent,  is  die  farmer  oF  it, 

"  The  cop>-holders  cf  inheritance  ufed  to  top,   lop, 

'*  cut,   flub,   and   fell   down   their  vvood,   and   their- 

"  timber  trees,   Aanding   on  thei»*   copyhold   lands, 

'*  and  to  pull  their  houfes  down  at  pk'afure  ;  the  lofd 

■'  hath  many  great  commons.    Sec,    and  the   tenants 

"  are  not  flintcd  in  their  common ;   the  lord  and  his 

"  farmers   have  kept  flieep  on  part  of  the  dsmefneS' 

"  and  commons,  about  1400,  till  of  late,  that  foms 

"  part  of  the  demefncs,  about  eighty  acres,  have  been 

"  ploughed,   and  1400  flieep  kept,  to  the  damage  of 

*'  the  tenants,     "llicre  are   two  town-houfes,  parcel 

"  of  the  manor  of  Afpafs  and  Whiifand's,  one   for. 

"  the  relief  of  the  poor,   the  other  for   the   clerk  of 

"  the  pariQi  to  liVe  in.      'I'hat  the  king's  majelly  \ras 

*'  lately  owner  of  the  manor,  but  now  the  prince.''  ■ 

Sir  Edward  Coke  farmed  this  lordQiip  of  Charles 
I.  in  the  be2;innin2;  of  his  rci2;n,  but  it  was  foon  af- 
ter  in  the  poffeffion  of  fir  Edward  Barkham,  lord 
mayor  of  London  in  1G21,  who  in  1633  procured 
a  grant  for  three  fairs  to  be  annually  held  here,  and 
they  are  held  to  this  day,  on  May- the  12th,  (old 
May-Day)  July  the  21Q,  and  November  the  i.4.!;h. 
May  the  12th  is  a  great  fair  for  flieep,  horfes,  and 
cattle,   and  for  hiring  of  flicpherds. 

From  the  Barkhams  this  lordfliip  came  by  marriage 
to  the  Yallops,  and  the  late  Edward  Yallop,  who 
took  the  name  of  Spelman,  of  High-houfe,  Well- 
acre,  efq.  enjoyed  it  for  many  years,  alter  a  long  and 
expenfive  contell  with  a  Mr.  NalU,  of  London,  who 
claimed  it  cither  as  a  debt  at  play,  or  as  a  mortgage, 
uncertain  which,  and  from  whom  the  late  Mr.  Spel- 
man recovered  it  by  a  tedious  courie  of  law,  and  by 
uncommon  perfeverance  and  fortitude.  He  fold  this 
lordfliip  to  the  late  Richard  Hammond,  efq.  of  Woo- 

ton. 
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ton,  wliofe  nephew,  Anthony  Hammond,  efq.  of 
High-houfe,  VVefl-acre,  is  ih^  prefeni  lord,  is  a  wi- 
dower, and  has  one  only  fon. 

The  cuftom  of  the  manor  is  to  the  eldcfl  fbn. 

Asfal's  Maxar.  This  manor  in  i  239  was  held 
of  die  carl  of  Richmond  by  Olive  de  Aula,  who  held 
it  of  the  king  in  capitc. 

After  different  poffcffors  in  different  reign?,  it  came 
in  the  year  1475,  in  the  rci^n  of  Edward  IV.  to 
Simon  Blake. 

This  Simon  Blake,  by  will  dated  December  10, 
1487,  gives  his  manors,  called  Hafpald's  and  White- 
fonde's,  to  be  fettled  on  feoffees,  to  hnd  for  ever 
an  honefl  and  fccular  chaplain,  not  inAituted  into 
any  vicarage,  rcclory,  or  free  chapel,  or  other  fpiri- 
tiial  benefice,  but  to  officiate,  and  daily  fay  matins, 
the  hours,  mafs  at  feven  every  morning,  and  vefpers, 
and  all  divine  offices  ;  and  on  all  feflivals,  and 
vihenevcr  fervice  is  fung  by  note,  to  aflift  in  the 
church,  with  other  chaplains  and  clerks,  in  fmging 
in  the  choir  there,  and  to  pray  efpecially  for  the 
health  of  his  foul,  his  wife  Joan's,  his  parents, 
Thomas  Blake,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  Robert 
Heigham,  efq.  Margaret,  Richard,  and  John  Aleyn, 
John  Bocking,  and  Joan  late  w^fe  of  Thomas  Bock' 
ing,  efq.  and  all  his  benefaftors,  and  faiihfiil  de* 
ccafcd,  to  be  called  Blake's  chauntry  priefl,  and  his 
thauntry  was  tlie  fouth  tranfept  chapel  of  the  churclv 
of  Swaff  ham,  where  he  lies  buried,  under  a  marble 
ftone  near  the  altar  of  our  Lady  of  Pity,  and  the 
laid  altar  to  be  called  the  Altar  of  the  Chauntry 
of  Simon  Blake. 

This 
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This  manor  continued  thus  fettled  till  the  djfToIu- 
tlon  of  chauntrys,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  and 
in  the  3d  year  of  that  king,  he  granted  it,  with  a 
foldcourfe  and  about  ninety  acres  of  land,  to  John. 
Wright  and  William  Walter,  lor  the  ufe  of  the 
town. 

In  1657,  May  16,  an  inqulfition  was  fallen  be- 
fore fir  William  Yelverton,  hart,  fir  Henry  Beding- 
fleld,  knt.  fir  John  Hare,  knt.  and  Thomas  Athow, 
ferjeant  at  law,  coramifTioners  for  charitable  nfcs, 
when  the  jury  found,  that  the  late  didolvcd  cliauntry 
of  Swaffham,  founded  by  Simon  Blake,  and  the 
lordfhip  and  manor  of  Hafpal  and  Whitfand,  ividi 
the  foldcourfe  and  fixty  acres  of  land  in  Swaffham, 
with  the  Church-croft,  alias  the  Shooting-croft,  was 
by  Edward  VI.  by  patent,  dated  the  2  6di  of  Julv, 
in  the  3d  of  his  reign,  for  1251.  granted  to  John 
Wright  and  William  Walter,  and  their  heirs  a!Ki 
affignees,  to  pay  yearly  to  nine  poor  people*  in 
Swaffham  56s.  and  that  the  purchafe  was  made  with 
the  common  ftock  of  the  town,  for  the  repairing  of 
the  church,  maintenance  of  the  poor,  repairing  the 
highways,  common  wells,  kc,  diat  Wright  died, 
and  Walter  furvived,  after  whofe  death  his  fon 
William  Walter  affigned  the  truft  by  deed,  dated 
the  27th  of  May,  the  5th  of  Edward  VI.  to  William 
Orrell,  Sec.  who  infeoffed  by  deed,  dated  the  27th 
of  September,  in  the  35th  of  Elizabeth,  Robert 
Halman,  &c.  as  feoffees,  to  have  the  government  of 
I  the  lands,  manors,  Sec.  and  it  continues  at  this  pre- 
i  fent  time  in  the  hands  of  feoffees,  in  the  faid  town. 

John  Reader  held  this  chauntr)'  at  the  dilfolution 
of  it,  and  had  a  penfion   from  Edward  VI.    of  3I. 

^  I  per 

*  The  king's  alms  are  now  paid  to  poor  widows  of  (he  town. 
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per  ann,  vvhicli  he  held  in   1533  ;  he  being  the  lafl; 
chauntry  priell. 

Whits and's  Manor  was  pofTefled  by  Hugh  de 
"Whytfand,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and  afterwards 
tliis  manor  was  annexed  to  that  of  Alpal,  and  had 
the  fame  lords. 

The  fine  of  thefe  manors  is  only  an  additional 
year's  quit -rent  to  every  new  tenant,  in  the  nature 
of  a  relief. 

Saltrey,  Sawtrey  Manor,  alias  Priors  Thorns, 
or  as  it  is  now  called  Friars-Ihorns.  This,  manor 
took  its  name  from  the  abbey  of  Sawtrey  in  Hunt- 
ingdonfhire,  the  abbot  of  which  held  lands  and  a 
manor  here  and  in  Narford  at  the  dilTolution. 

In  15^8,  Henry  VIII.  gave  this  manor  to  fir 
Richard  Cromwell,  who  aliened  it,  by  licence  of  the 
fame  king,  in  die  3otli  year  of  his  reign,  with  all 
the  appurtenances  hi  Swallham,  Narford  and  Guih- 
lake  Stow,  to  fir  John  Crofts,  of  VVefl  Stow  in  Suf- 
folk ;  from  him  it  came  to  Ralph  Chamberlain, 
with  the  manor  of  Prioi's  or  Friar's  Thorns,  with 
the  appurtenances  and  liberty  of  a  fold  in  Swaff- 
ham. 

In  the  15th  of  Elizabeth,  licence  was  granted- to. 
Ralph  Chamberlain  to  alienate  it  to  Thomas  and 
John  Ives,  and  their  heirs  ;  and  foon  alter  it  was 
conveyed  to  Richard  Beckham,  cfq.  by  the  name  of. 
the  manor  late  of  John  Crofts,  by  fir  Ralph  Cham- 
berlain and  his  truiiees,  fir  John  Crofts  and  Marga- 
ret his  wife,  and  Thomas  Crofts,  efc|.  their  fon, 
having  relcafcd  it  to  fir  Ralph. 

From 
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From  the  Rcckhanis  it  came  to  iiic  Fountaincs. 
The  Jate  hr  Andrew  Fountaine,  vice  chamberhrin  to 
the  princefs  of  Wales,  purchafed  the  whole  manor 
and  all  the  lands  belono;in<!;  to  it. 

Brigg  Price  Fountaine,  efq.  \vho  fucceedcd  to  the 
eflates  of  fir  Andrew,  being  the  only  Ion  of  his 
niece,  Mifs  Clent,  (daughter  of  colonel  Clent)  by 
captain  Price,  is  the  prclent  lord.  In  the  life-time 
of  fir  .Andrew,  captain  Price  and  lady  rclidcd  at 
Friars-Thorns  for  many  vears. 

The  fcite  of  it  is  about  a  mile  and  half  wefl  of 
Swafiham,  on  a  very  high  hill,  furveying  the  coun- 
try at  a  great  diflance  :  the  lituation  is  clean  and 
pleafant,  and  formerly  the  monks  ol  Sawtrey  had 
two  or  three  of  their  fraternity  refiding  here,  it  being 
a  fort  of  hotel  or  houfe  of  reception  for  pilgrims 
that  travelled  this  wav  10  Walimgham,  or  from 
thence  to  St,  Thomas  a  Becket  at  Canterbury,  the 
way  leading  crofs  the  country  from  hence  liill  re- 
taining the  name  of  Bcckct's  Way. 

In  antient  days  the  earls  of  Richmond  had  a  pri- 
fon  in  this  town,  and  at  this  time  heie  is  a  houfc:  of 
correction,  or  bridewell,  which  was  creficd  in  the 
4 iff  year  of  c|ueen  Elizabeth,  for  the  hundred  of 
South  Greenhoe,  Weyland,  Grlmflioe,  Shrophain, 
Guiltcrofs,  Freebridge  Marfliland,  and  citra  Lynn, 
and  Clackcloie. 

SwafFham  is  fituated  upon  a  riiing  ground,  in  a 
fine  open  country.  The  htuation  is  remarkably 
healthy,  and  many  perfons  annually  are  recommend- 
ed by  phyficians  to  refide  in  this  village,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  air.  To  the  fouth  and  welt,  and  north- 
iveit,  is  an  extenfive  heath,  much  admired  bv  gen- 
I  2  tkaien 
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tlemen  who  are  fond  of  cQurfing.  and  equally  fo  bv 
gentlemen  of  the  mrf,  the  race-ground  upon  this 
hea'.h  being  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  (after  Newmarket) 
to  moft  of  the  race-grounds  in  England. 

SwafiPham  rac^s  are  annually  held  in  September, 
about  the  25th  or  26th  of  that  month,  at  which  time 
there  is  generally  a  great  meeting  of  the  nobility 
from  Newmarket,  and  of  the  gentlemen  and  ladles 
in  the  county.  The  races  continue  for  three  days: 
there  arc  three  fifty  pound  plates  by  fubfcription, 
and  a  gold  cup  annually  given  by  the  earl  of  Orford, 
to  be  run  for  by  three  year  old  colts  or  fillies,  one 
heat  of  a  mile.  Two  Rewards  are  annually  chofo 
at  the  meeting  for  the  year  enfuing,  who  have  the 
direction  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  races,  and 
arc  generally  named  the  lad  clay  of  the  meeting. 
There  are  affemblies  the  firft  and  third  nights  for  the 
ladies,  and  frequently  a  concert  of  mufic  the  inter- 
mediate night.  A  new  alfembly-room  has  been 
lately  ere£ied  on  the  well  fide  of  the  market-hill, 
and  affemblies,  by  fubfcription,  are  held  there  every 
menth  in  the  year.  The  market-hill  is  fpacious, 
and  capable  of  containing  a  great  many  booths  at 
the  time  of  the  fairs.  The  market  is  confiderablc, 
and  kept  every  week  on  the  Saturday. 

Befides  the  annual  horfe-raccs  in  September,  great 
courfing  matches  for  greyhounds  have  been  lately  ef- 
tablifhcd,  which  ufually  take  i)lace  in  the  months  of 
November  and  March,  and  lall  for  a  week.  A  lady 
patronefs  is  appointed.  The  matches  are  never 
made  for  more  than  a  guinea,  though  bets  bye  ace 
frequently  laid.  Ihe  matches  are  regularly  entered, 
and  the  greyhounds  names,  play  or  pay,  half-forfeit, 
8cc.  put  down  in  the  book,  in  the  larac  order  as  the 

Tuuninoj 
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running  horfes  at  Newmarket,  and  obferved  v/ith  the 
fame  nicety  and  diflindion. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  flill  enjoy  privilcGfcs 
beyond  their  neighbours,  the  town  being  ancient  de- 
mehie. 

Charles  I  in  the  13th  year  of  his  reign,  on  the 
2g*.h  of  March,  1637,  exemplilied  the  privileges  of 
ancient  demefne  manors,  that  they  were  free  from 
payment  of  toll,  and  from  contribution  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  knights  of  parliament,  not  to  be  put  in. 
afhzes  upon  juries,  or  any  recognizances,  but  only 
in  the  court  of  the  manor  ;  the  manors  of  Swaffham 
market,  Narford,  North  and  South  Pickenham,  Pa- 
grave,  Bouldon,  and  Creffingham  Magna,  in  this 
hundred,  are  certified  to  be  ancient  demefne  by  the 
chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer,  and  command  is 
given  to  let  them  enjoy  thole  privileges,  unlefs  they 
held  lands  and  tenements  of  another  tenure,  for 
which  they  may  be  put  on  juries  at  the  affizes. 

In  the  parifli  of  Swaffham,  nor  h-wefl:  of  the 
town  about  half  a  mile,  by  the  Lynn  road,  was  an 
hamlet,  in  ancient  days  called  Stow,  Guthlake's 
Stow,  fiom  a  chapel  that  was  there,  dedicated  to  St. 
Guthlac.  In  the  regiftcr  of  the  abbey  of  Caftle- 
acre,  now  in  the  library  of  the  right  hon.  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  this  place  is  often  mentioned,  and  is  now 
by  corruption  called  Good  Luck's  Clofes.  The 
chapel  was  ftanding  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  IV.  anno  1464. 

Swaffham,  from  the  misfortune  of  a  dreadful  fire 
fome   few   years  fmce,  has  now  many   new   houfes 
ere^ied  in  it,  and  is  perhaps   the  molt  beautiful  vil- 
lage in  the   cpunty  of  Norfolk.     There  were  many 
1  2  gocd 
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good   houfcs  in  il  before:  the   fire,   and  the  fituation 
has  ah\'a)i,  been  admired. 

The  Icct  of  diis  town  is  in  die  lord  of  die  ma- 
nor. 

The  dmrch  of  Svvaffham  is  built  in  the  form  of  a 
rnihedral,  having  a  nave,  north  and  fouth  ailes,  a 
chancel,  and  two  tianfept  chapels,  making  it  in  the 
fhape  of  a  crofs.  It  is  a  lofty,  magnificent  Gothic 
])ile,  of  a  \'crv  venerable  afpet^l,  being  the  largeft 
and  moR  beautiful  parifh  church  in  the  neighbour- 
liood:  the  whole  is  covered  with  lead,  and  built  for 
the  mofl  part  with  flint,  free-done,  brick,  &:c.  The 
upper  part  of  the  nave  is  coped,  and  embattled  with 
frce-ftone  ;  at  the  well:  end  of  which  is  a  fiately  large 
and  lolty  four-fquare  tower,  built  entirely  of  free- 
flouc,  and  embattled ;  about  the  Avaicr-iable,  and 
under  the  battlements,  are  two  fhiclds,  in  one  of 
which  are  die  crofs-keys,  and  in  the  other  two  fwords 
a-crofs,  the  emblems  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to 
\vliom  the  church  is  dedicated. 

At  each  corner  of  the  battlements  flands  a  pinna- 
cle of  carved  flone,  and  on  the  fuminit  of  the  to\ver 
was  a  curious  turret  of  wood,  covered  with  lead,  in 
which  hung  the  faints  bell ;  round  this,  in  the  form 
of  a  lanthoin,  flood  feveral  tall  fliafts  covered  with 
lead,  and  bearing  on  their  heads  a  weather-cock'". 
In  this  tower,  which  by  its  heighth  is  feen  many 
miles  round,  hang  eight  mufical  bells ;  and  there  is 
a  clock  with  a  dial  plate  on  the  well  fide. 

This 

*  In  1777,  this  wooden  fpire,  or  turret,  was  taken  down, 
and  a  new  one  of  a  lighter  conftru(5lion  crefted.  at  a  confider- 
2blc  expence. 
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This  tower  was  begun  in  1507,  and  finiilKd  in 
1510;  fir  Robert  Lovcll,  knt.  of  this  town,  and 
John  Oxburgh  and  John  Newel,  church-reeves,  laid 
the  fijfl  done,  on  which  was  DEO  SACRUM. 

At  the  entrance  on  the  wcfl  fide  of  the  tower,  is  a 
neat  large  folding-door  of  oak,  lately  creeled;  over 
this,  on  the  tower,  are  feveral  niches  for  images, 
two  of  a  very  great  lengdi,  one  on  each  fide  of  the 
great  weH;  window:  from  the  weft  door  to  the  en- 
trance into  the  chancel  is  about  forty-one  yards, 
which  is  equal  to  the  length  of  the  nave  of  the  ca- 
thedral of  St.  David's,  and  the  breadth  of  the  nave, 
togeiher  with  the  two  fide  ailes  within  the  walls,  is 
about  feventeen  yards. 

The  vault  of  this  church,  and  the  fide  ailes,  are^ 
fupported  by  fine  (lender  pillars,  coufilling  each  of 
four  fmall  pilafters  joined  together,  and  forming  four- 
teen lofty  curious  turned  arches,  feven  on  a  fide ; 
over  thefe  arches  are  twenty-eight  neat  light  windows, 
fourteen  on  a  fide,  two  over  each  arch.  The  roof 
is  wonderfully  beautiful,  of  oak,  neatly  wrought  and 
carved. 

At  the  wcfl  end  of  the  nave  flands  a  ftone  font, 
with  an  high  wainfcot  cover,  and  as  you  afcend,  on 
the  pavement  lies  a  grey  marble  ftone,  but  the  bralTes 
are  reaved: 

As  the  mural  monuments  and  grave-ftones  in  this 
church  are  numerous,  and  chiefly  unintereiling,  we 
fhall  content  ourfelves  with  mentioning  but  a  tew  of" 
them. 

About  the  middle  of  the  fouth  ailc  is  a  httle  cha- 
pel, thirteen  feel  in  length,  and  about  eight  in  breadth,, 
I  4  with 
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\vi[h  a  large  window  to  ihe  fouth.  This  is  the  cha- 
pel of  Corpus  Chrifli,  founded  by  John  Pain  and 
Catherine  his  wife,  who  arc  there  interred. 

At  the  upper  end  of  this  aile  lies  a  large  grey 
marble  flone,  with  the  portraiture  of  a  perfon  in 
complete  armour ;  on  his  furcoat  are  the  arms  01 
Touchet  and  Audky,  quarterly,  in  memory  of  fir 
John  Audic'V,  of  this  town,  who  lived  and  died  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  fame  (liield  is 
painted  on  the  glafs  in  the  window  of  the  parlour  in 
the  vicar's  houfe. 

The  nobility  and  gentry,  in  ancient  days,  wore 
over  their  armour  rich  furcoats  of  filk  and  fattin  cm- 
broidery,  as  the  heralds  do  at  this  day,  whereon  was 
curioufly  wrought  t]ie.  arms  of  their  houfe  and  fami- 
ly in  their  proper  colours,  ^c.  and  fuch  a  coat  the 
renowned  lord  Audley  wore  at  the  battle  of  Poi£licrs 
in  France,  Sept.  kj,    1356. 

This  ftonc  had  alfo  the  portraiture  of  his  lady, 
and  fevcral  fliields  in  brafs,  &c.  all  which  are  reavcd 
except  part  of  one  at  the  foot  of  the  flone,  and  on 
the  left  fide,  which  feems  (being  alnioft  obfcure)  to 
be  the  only  impalement  of  his  lady,  the  other  part 
being  covered  by  a  pew. 

At  the  eafl  end  of  the  fouth  aile  is  Blake's  Chaun^ 
try,  where  the  archdeacons  court  is  held. 

The  north  aile  of  this  church  is  fabuloufly  faid 
to  be  built  by  one  John  Chapman,  a  tinker  of  this 
town ;  a  ridiculous  flory,  and  fit  only  to  be  related 
by  fuch  writers  as  the  authors  of  Jack  ihe  Giant- 
Killer  and  Tom  Hickathrijt ;  and  it  is  wonderful  it 
fhould  find  a  place  m  the  Remembrances  of  fir  Ro- 
ger 
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gcr  Twyfclen,  and  the  publlcaiions  of  that  great  an- 
tiC|iuiiy  Thomas  Hearnc. 

As  the  tradition  of  this  fooHfli  flory  flill  exifls  with 
the  inhabitants,  it  mufl  not  be  omitted  entirely, 
however  abfurd.      It  is  briefly  this. 

A  Swaffhani  tinker  dreamt  he  fliould  hear  good 
news  on  London  bridge.  He  went  there,  and  was 
told,  if  he  would  dig  under  a  certain  tree  in  Swaff- 
harn  in  Norfolk  defcribed  to  him,  he  fliould  find  a 
pot  of  money.  He  returned,  and  found  the  pot, 
and  afterwards  another.  A  lubfcriptlon  taking  place 
amongd  the  inhabitants  for  re-building  the  north  aile 
of  the  church,  the  tinker  enquired  the  elliraate,  and 
fubfcribed  the  whole  of  it,  and  afterwards  biiilt  the 
prefent  beautiful  ilecple, 

Credat  Jiidaus  Apdla.  Hor.' 

And  in  teftimony  thereof,  there  was  then  his  pic- 
ture, with  his  wife  and  three  children,  in  every  win- 
dow of  the  aile,  with  an  infcription  running  through 
the  bottom  of  all  thofe  windows,  viz. 

Orate  pro  bono   Statu   Johannis  Chapman, 


Uxoris  ejus,  et  Liberorwn  fuurum,  qui  quidem  Johan- 
nes hanc  Alain  cumjenejlris,  teclo  et Jicn  Jecit, 

There  arc  few  hiflories  of  dreams  to  be  relied  on: 
the  mofl  authentic  is  that  of  fir  William  Johnfon  in 
America,  the  relation  of  which  may  make  fome 
amends  to  the  reader  for  the  recital  of  the  above  ri- 
diculous flory. 

Old  Hcndrick,  the  Indian  fachem,  or  king  of  the 
Iroquois,  who   fervcd  under  fir  William  in  the  lafl 

war. 
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war,  feeing  fome  rich  fuits  of  laced  cloaths  at  Jolir- 
fon"s  Hall  upon  the  Mohnwk  river,  foon  after  in 
converfation  told  fir  William,  "  He  had  had  a 
'.'  dream  :  be  dreamt  fir  William  made  him  a  prc- 
"  fent  of  one  of  thofe  rich  fuiis  of  cloaths.'  Sir 
"William  the  next  day  fcnt  one  to  him,  and  return- 
ins;  his  \'ifit  in  a  few  weeks,  fir  W'illiam  told  his  old 
friend  the  lachem,  that  "  he  had  had  a  xlrcam  :  he 
"  dreamt  that  Hendrick  had  made  him  a  prefent  of 
"  three  thoufand  acres  of  land  that  lay  behind  John- 
"  fon  s  riall."  Old  Hendrick  granted  them,  but  at 
the  fame  time,  widi  a  fignificant  fmile,  told  fir  Wil- 
liam, "  He  dreamxd  too  hard  for  him,  and  he  (old 
"  Hendrick)  mufl  dream  no  more."  Thefe  lands 
are  to  this  day  called  Sir  William  Johnfon's  d? earning 
Lands. 

That  the  north  aile  of  this  church  was  founded 
by  John  Chapman,  who  ^vas  churchwarden  in  1462, 
is  beyond  difjmte  ;  but  that  the  founder  was  a  ped- 
lar, is  very  improbable.  Mr.  Parkin  very  properly 
reprobates  this  monkifii  legend,  as  a  tradition  fa- 
vourino;  too  much  of  the  cloifler. 

In  this  aile  is  a  large  and  lofty  gallery,  ere£led  for 
the  fingers,  the  afcent  is  by  a  flone  flair-cafe  in  the 
wall  adjoining,  the  way  no  doubt  to  the  antient 
rood-loft.  At  the  weft  end  {lands  a  very  large  fire- 
engine,  with  two  keys  in  faltire  painted  on  it,  and 
the  year  1  706. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  the  nave  flands  the  chancel  ; 
the  arch  here,  and  at  the  weft  end,  are  very  grand 
and  fpacious,  rihng  almofl  to  the  fummit  of  the 
roof  of  the  church.  It  is  in  length  about  fifteen 
yards,  and  fcven  in  breadth,  and  the  roof  is  of  oak, 
fupported  by  amgels. 

Againft 
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Ajrainft  the  nonhwall,  near  the  communion  table, 
is  an  arch  in  the  wall,  and  under  it.  on  an  altar 
monument  of  ftone,  lies  the  effigy  of  John  Bote- 
vvright,  D.  D.  mailer  of  Corpus  Chrifli  College  in 
Cambridge,  chaplain  to  Henry  YJ.  rcftor  of  this 
jjarifli,  in  his  doCtoTs  robes.  On  the  body  of  this 
monument  are  four  flnelds,  one  containing  three 
cups,  with  the  facramental  ^v"afer  on  the  lips  of  each 
of  them  ;  a  fecond  widi  the  triangular  emblem  of 
the  Trinity  ;  thefe  are  to  reprefcnt  his  office  and 
tailing  of  the  priedhood.  The  third  ffiield  bears 
three  boats  or  barges,  and  the  fourth  has  three  wim- 
bles or  augurs  ;  the  two  lail  are  by  \vay  of  rebus, 
and  in  allufion  to  his  name,  Boatright  or  BviewriglU. 
This  way  of  fetting  forth  the  office  of  the  deceafed, 
by  fome  inftrument,  &:c.  is  very  antique  :  it  was 
pra6iifed  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in  the  age  of 
Homer  :  and  in  the  age  of  Botewright,  Sec.  nothing 
was  more  ufual  than  to  tranfmit  to  pofferity  the 
names  of  founders,  bcnefac*^ors,  and  perfons  interred, 
by  way  of  rebus,  and  hlcroglyphical  marks. 

Dr.  Botewright  bequeathed  legacies  to  the  poor  of 
S  waff  ham,  and  a  croft  to  the  town,  called  the  Shoot- 
ing Land,  on  which  the  prefent  free-fchool  is  built. 
He  was  the  fe\enth  mailer  of  Corpus  Chrifti  or 
Bennet  College,  to  which  he  gave  a  manor  in  Overe, 
and  a  manor  in  Charteris  in  Cambridgeiliire,  to 
found  a  fellow  in  that  college.  He  was  born  in  this 
town  of  Swaffham,  and  was  pro6lor  of  the  univcrfi- 
ty  of  Cambridge. 

The  prefent  church  was  begun  about  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  when  the  chancel  was 
finifhed,  but  the  church  was  not  completed  rill  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  the  tower  at  the  weft  end 
was  not  finifhed  till  the  year  1510, 

On 
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On  the  north  {ide.  of  this  chancel  is  the  vcftry,  ia 
ivhich  is  a  Hbrary  ;  the  greatefl  part  of  the  books 
were  the  gifc  of  the  Spclmans,  of  Narburgh.  Mere 
is  prcferved  a  manufcript  paper  book,  commonly 
called  the  Black  Book  of  SvvafFham,  containing  a 
teirier  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  chuich,  an  in- 
ventory of  the  veRracnts,  plate,  &c. 

There  ^vas  a  large  gilt  chalice,  and  t\vo  iefler 
chalices  ;  a  cloth  of  gold  tiffuc  belonging  to  St. 
Nicholas'  Altar,  and  an  aitar  cloth  of  black  velvet, 
and  another  of  fine  linen  at  Trinity  Ahar,  given  by 
Dr.  Eotevvright,  with  much  more  fine  plate  and  vefl- 
ments. 

The  general  commemoration  or  raafs  for  the  dead 
benefadors,  was  folemnlzed  every  Whitfuoday,  and 
the  day  following  ;  mafs  of  requiem  was  fung  by 
note,  efpecially  for  Dr.  Botewright,  and  then  a  long 
firing  of  benefaciors  were  commemorated. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  earl  of  Richmond 
was  patron  of  this  church  ;  the  rector  had  then 
a  marifion-houfe  near  to  the  church  :  the  vicar  had 
alfo  a  manfion-houfe  near  the  church. 

Peter  Caverfham,  in  1497,  ^^'^^  ^^^^  ^^^  redor 
liere:  for  Henry  VIII.  patron  of  the  church,  by 
charter,  dated  at  Weftminfler  the  12th  of  June,  in 
the  18th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  John,  then  ab- 
bot, and  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Weflminfler, 
and  their  fucceflbrs,  the  advowfonand  patronage  of 
this  reftory,  in  free  alms,  with  licence  to  appropriate 
the  fame  to  them  and  their  lucceifors,  purfuant  to 
which,  the  faid  re£lory  was  appropriated  in  the  year 
1503;  and  Henry  VIII.  in  the  34th  year  of  his 
reign,  granted  the  redory  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 

Weltminfler, 
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WcRminftcr,  on  ilie  erccfiion  of  that  clmrch  into  an 
epifcopal  fee,  to  hold  freely  in  pure  alms,  except  3I. 
Cs.  6d.  paid  yearly  to  the  bifiiop  of  Norwich,  and 
]  OS.  to  the  archdeacon  for  procurations,  and  the  im- 
propriation is  at  this  day  in  the  church  of  Weftmin- 
ftcr.  Dr.  Reuben  Clarke,  late  archdeacon  of  Effex, 
had  the  Icafe  of  the  impropriation,  in  which  he  was 
fucceedcd  by  his  Ion. 

There  was  from  the  moft  ancient  times  a  vicar 
under  the  re61or,  prefented  by  him,  fo  that  the  re6iory 
was  ajinecure. 

About  the  year  1  j.-^p,  the  patronage  of  this  vica- 
rage was  given  to  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  by  Edward 
VI.  and  the  bifhops  of  Norwich  have  collated  ever 
fmce. 

In  174S,  Dr.  Samuel  Lifle,  then  bifhop  of  Nor- 
v;ich,  collated  his  domeftic  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gilbert  Bouchery,  A.  M.  the  prcfent  vicar,  fon  of 
Weyman  Bouchery,  late  reJIcr  of  Blakenham  fuper 
Montem  in  Suffolk :  he  was  born  at  Ipfwich,  and 
was  fcholar  and  fellow^  at  Clare-Hall  in  Cambridge. 
On  his  taking  Swaffham,  he  voided  the  re6lory  of 
Llanymynech  in  Shropfhire,  which  he  was  collated 
to  by  bifhop  Lifle,  ivhen  on  the  fee  of  St.  Afaph,  of 
whofe  gift  he  now  holds  the  prebendary  of  Meliden 
in  the  church  of  St.  Afaph,  and  the  finecure  redory 
of  Llanfanfraid  in  Montgomcrvimre. 

Mr.  Bouchery  is  a  man  of  the  grealeR  worth  and 
piety:  a  divine,  whofe  learning  and  abilities  are  only 
exceeded  by  his  exemplary  condu(fl. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  at  3  4.1.  is.  lod.  in  the 
^'mgs  b.Qoks. 

■      '  ■  Thers 
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Thei^e  arc  two  fmall  manors  in  this  town,  known 
by  the  name  of  HafpaFs  and  Whitcfands,  the  (jult- 
lents  of  which,  and  other  dues  belonging  to  the  fame, 
the  churchwardens  receive  for  the  ufe  of  the  town. 

Alfo  an  eflate  of  about  ^oL  a -year,  ^\•hIch  being 
formerly  chauntry  lands,  was  given  to  the  town  by 
Edwarcl  IV.  and  firice  confirmed  by  feveral  royal 
grants,  and  is  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  nine  poor 
widows,  the  reparation  of  the  church,  mending  the 
highways,  repairing  the  town-houfes  and  town-wells, 
fome  of  which  arc  fifty  )ards  deep,  and  payment 
oi  the  clcik  and  fexton  their  wages. 

Sufan  IMachin,  widow,  ga\'e  12s.  yearly  to  the 
churchwardens,  for  the  ufe  of  twelve  widows  who 
take  no  coUcdiion. 

Edward  Chapman,  gent,  gave  lol.  the  intercfl  for 
the  poor,  to  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens. 

Thomas  Thcodorick  ga^•e  three  dwellings  for  fix 
poor  people. 

There  is  alfo  an  alms-houfe  In  Mangate-flreet. 

There  is  now  on  the  nordi  fide  of  the  church- 
yard a  houfe  flanding  towards  the  eaflern  part  of  it, 
the  lower  part  for  the  ufe  of  the  clerk  of  the  parifli 
church,  and  the  upper  part  for  the  ufe  of  a  fchool- 
mafler,  to  be  chofen  by  the  minifler  and  churchwar- 
dens, and  the  majority  of  the  parifhioners  then  pre- 
fent. 

There  is  a  free-fchool  lately  built  In  the  Camping 
Land,  founded  by  Nicholas  Hammond,  gent,  late 
of  this  parifli,  with  a  dwclhng  for  the  maflcr,  and 

the 
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die  interefl  of  500I.  (until  a  purchafe  can  be  Tnade) 
for  teaching  twenty  boys :  the  choice  of  the  maflcr 
is  in  the  following  truflces,  the  vicar  of  SwalFham, 
the  re61ors  of  Nedon,  Great  CrcfTuigham,  x\iliill  and 
Hilburgh,   and  their  fucceffors   for  ever. 

Over  the  fchool-houfc  door  arc  the  crcfl  and  arms 
of  Hanunond.  Creft  on  a  niomid  vert,  a  dove  rifnig 
with  an  oli\'e-branch  in  its  mouth  proper.  Or,  un  a 
chev'ron  iable,  voided  az.  three  martlets  of  the  field. 

In  1756,  Nicholas  Hammond,  efq.  gave  by  will 
in  1724  loool.  500I, -for  ere61ing  a  fchool-houfe, 
500I.  for  endowing  the  fame,  for  inftru^ling  twenty 
bovs  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

BcnefaBors  loho  promote  knowledge,  virtue,  and  in(h'jlr)\ 
Dejcrve  to  be  recorded  07i  earth,  ajid  rewarded  i?i  Heaven. 

Here  was  alfo,  befides  the  parochial  church  of 
SwafFhara,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Guthlac,  a  free 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  fa  id  to  be  in  the  ma- 
nor of  John  de  Britannia,  earl  of  Richmond,  and  lu 
the  parilh  of  SwafFliam. 

This  town  hath  been  alfo  noted  as  the  birth-place 
of  brother  John  deSvvaffham,  D.  D.  of  Cambridge, 
and  a  Carmelite  or  White  I'l  iar  of  the  raonaflcry  at 
Lynn,  where  he  was  educated.  He  was  allowed  to 
be  a  man  of  great  learning,  but  employed  it  in  a 
very  ftrenuous  manner  againft  the  doclrine  of  Wick- 
liff,  againfl  whofc  followers  he  wrote  a  book.  He 
was  made  bifliop  of  Bangor  by  pope  Gregory  Xf. 
and  lived  in  1394,  in  the  time  of  Richard  II.  being 
an  aflive  man  under  pope  Boniface  IK.  at  the  coun- 
cil held  at  Stamford  againfl;  the  dilciples  of  Wickliff. 

S  waff  ham 


iU 
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SwafFbam  lies  on  the  great  road  from  Norwich, 
twenty-eight  miles,  to  Lynn,  lilteen;  and  is  diflant 
from  Eaft  Dereham  twelve  miles,  Fakenham  fifteen, 
I)o\vnham  fourteen,  Brandon  fourteen,  W'atton  nine, 
and  London  ninety-two.  A  flage-coach  paffes  through 
Swaffham  from  London,  from  Lynn,  from  Norwich, 
and  from  Fakenham,  twice  a  week.  The  principal 
inn  here  is  th::  Crown,  where  a  very  refpeilable  lodge 
of  the  ancient  fraternity  of  Free-Mafons  is  held  the 
firll  Monday  of  every  Month. 


'f  ^:^  i^>    k.M    §*§    k.jt^   <->   ^:^  ^ 
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Hundred  of  G  R I  M  S  H  OE, 

KXX"^^^^IS^^OO,  or  Gkimeshou,  is  bounded  on 
_X  Q  X  the  eaft  with  ihe  hundreds  of  Shrophain. 
X  X  and  Waviand,  and  on  the  north  with  the 
*^\y^'-Si  hundred  of  South  Greenhoe,  from  which 
it  is  divided  by  the  river  WilFcy  ;  (but  at  Cranwich  it 
crofies  the  river,  and  takes  in  the  townfhips  of  Col- 
veilon  and  Ickburgh,)  on  the  weft,  with  the  hundred 
of  Clackclofe,  and  on  the  South  witii  the  Little- 
Qufe,  which  divides  it  from  Suffolk. 

It  is  about  fixteen  miles  in  length  from  fouth-ead 

to  uorth-weft,  and  from  five  to  feven  miles  in  bi  cudth, 

A  I: 
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It  contains  the  rollowinc^  towns,  to  which  we  add  the 
number  of  votes  polkd  by  freeholders  rcfidcnt  in 
each,  at  the  great  conteRed  election  for  members  to 
reprefent  this  county  in  parhament,  March  23,  i;6S, 
and  what  each  town  is  valued  to  the  land  tax : 


W. 

deG. 

A. 

C. 

Land  Tax. 

Buckenham-Tofts 

I 

I 

0 

0 

£'^^9 

16 

8 

Colvefton 

I 

I 

0 

0 

139 

16 

8 

Cranwich 

I 

I 

0 

0 

199 

16 

8 

Croxton 

0 

0 

I 

I 

212 

5 

0 

Feltwell 

25 

28 

5 

2 

1133 

0 

0 

Hockwold  with     1 
Wilton     -         J 

6 

16 

5 

17 

991 

II 

8 

Ickburgh 

I 

I 

0 

0 

174 

II 

8 

Lynford 

0 

I 

I 

0 

189 

16 

8 

Methwold 

15 

24 

9 

2 

I197 

0 

0 

Mundford 

5 

5 

0 

0 

273 

13 

4 

Northwold 

23 

25 

I 

I 

1052 

I 

8 

Santon 

I 

I 

0 

0 

99 

16 

8 

Stanford 

0 

0 

0 

0 

299 

13 

4 

Sturfton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2C9 

15 

0 

Tofts,  Weft        - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

319 

^3 

0 

Weeting  with     "y 
Broomhill        5 

5 

8 

4 

2 

560 

5 

0 

Total     83  102     38     24        Ll'^l'i-  13     o 

It  moft  probably  derives  its  name  from  Grime,  and 
Hoc,  a  hilly,  chamj)aign  country.  7"his  Grime  was 
fonie  conliderable  leader,  or  general,  probably  of  the 
Danes,  in  this  quarter  ;  and  if  he  was  not  the.praefi- 
tus  comitatus,  orvicecomes,  that  is,  the  fliire-greeve, 
or  fheiift,  he  was  undoubtedly  the  centuria:  pra:^pofi- 
tus,  that  is,  the  hundred-greeve,  and  as  fuch  gave  the 
name  to  it.   which  it  retains  at  this  day. 

About  the  centre  of  this  hundred,  two  miles  eaft 
of  Wccthig,  in  the  road  from  Brandon  to  Noiwich,- 

is 
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is  a  very  curious  Danifh  incampment,  in  a  fcmi-circu- 
lar  form,   conlllliiip;   of  about  twelve  acres,    on   the 
fide  of  a  hill,   or  lifing  ground,   of  marl,    or   chalk; 
in  this  fpace  arc  great  numbers  of  large  deep    pits, 
joined  in  a  regular  manner,   one  near  to  another,  in 
form  oF  a  quincunx,   the  largeft  fceming  to  be  in  the 
centre,  where  probably  the  general's,  or  commander's 
tent  was.      Thefe    pits   are  dug  fo   deep,  and  are  fo 
numerous,  that   they   arc  capable    not  only    of    re- 
ceiving a  very  great  army,   but  alfo   of  covering  and 
concealing  them   in    i'uch   a   manner,  that  travellers 
paiimg  by  cannot  difcern   them.    At  the  eaft  end  ot 
this  intrenchment  (called  by   the  neighbourhood  Tkc 
Holes)  is  a  large  tumulus,  pointing  towards  Thetford, 
(about  five  or  fix  miles  diftaiu]  which  perhaps   might 
alfo  have  ferved   as  a  watch  tower,    or  place    of  fig- 
nal ;   and  here    the   hundred  court   ufed  to  be   held. 
"^1  his     remarkable    place    retains    alio   the    name   of 
Grime's-Graves,  as  vv-ell  as  that  of  The  Holes,  taking 
its    name    from    the    aforefaid  Grime,   and  from    the 
iflandick,   or  old  Danifh  words,   gr<yja  fodere,  to  dig. 
That  tliis  part  of  the  country  (being  open  and  chani- 
paign)  was  a  great  feat  of  war    between   the  Savons 
and  Danes  appears   from  the  many  tunmli  through- 
out this   hundred,   there    being    fcarce   any  townlhip 
without  more  or  lefs   of  them.      Thefe   tumili   \\eie 
ereded  by  the  northern  nations,  for   the  fcpulchre  of 
their  mod  confidcrable  men  and  leaders   vvho  fell    in 
battle,   and  ferved  not  only  as  monuments  of  honour 
to  the  deceafed,  but  as  tokens  of  vi<ftory    and  terror, 
and  were  trophies  of  conqueil,   to  flicw  how  far  they 
had  led  their  armies,  and  conquered. 

In  thefe  have  been  often  found  the  bones  of  men, 

pieces  of  old  armour",  "ckc.  and  in  Somerietlhire,  under 

A  2  one, 

*  Mr,  Blomfield  had  bv  him  the  head  of  a  Dani.*h  fpear,  n?-ade 

of 
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one,  was  found  a  vault  arched,  wherein  lay  a  man  in 
rich  armour,  with  two  phials  of  fome  kind  of  Hquor 
by  his  head,  as  it  wtrt  pro  viaLico. 

This  hundred,  with  that  of  Wavland,  S:c.  were 
anciently  the  deinefnes  of  the  kings  of  England, 
but  kingjohn  gave  them  to  Roger  de  Tony.  In  the 
34th  of  Henry  III.  it  was  valued  at  fix  marks;  and 
in  the  .5 2d  of  that  king  William  de  St.  Omer  held  it, 
paying  20s   per  ann. 

It  appears  by  the  prefentment  of  the  jury  in  the 
3d  of  Edward  I.  when  there  was  an  inquifition  taken, 
that  Petronilla  de  Tony  held  it  in  dower,  with  the 
hundred  of  Way  land,  Sec.  and  William  de  St.  Omer 
held  it  by  courtcfy,  having  married  Petronilla,  widow 
of  Roger  de  Tony.  The  commifTioners  for  this 
hundred  on  the  king's  behalf,  on  the  oaths  of  twelve 
men  for  the  hundred,  and  five  men  out  of  each 
town,  were  to  enquire  of  all  privileges  that  the  lords 
of  the  manors  held,  what  ufurpations  were  made  oa 
the  king's  privileges  during  his  abfencc,  and  the  te- 
nures of  their  manors. 

In  the  gth  of  the  faid  king  the  hundred  was  then 
held  by  William  de  St.  Omer,  who  paid  50s.  blank- 
farm  at  the  cafllc  of  Norwich  for  it. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  II.  Robert  de  Tony  died 
feifcd  of  it,  leaving  it  to  Alice,  wife  of  Thomas  de 
Eeybourn,  his  fifler  and  heir,  who  being  afterwards 
married  to  Guy  de  Bcauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick,  it 
came  into  that  family;   but   in  the  sift   ol  the    faid 

king 

ef  V^f'»  which  was  found  under  one  of  thcfe  tumuli  in  Metli- 
wold-Field,  in  this  hundrrd,  entirely  pcrfcdl,  except  a  large 
gap  oaiis  edge.. 


G   R   I    M    S    H   O    E.  5 

king  it  was  granted  to  John  eaii  of  Salifbury,  and  his 
heirs  male,  by  the  king. 

In  the  2d  of  Henry  IV.  it  came  into  the  Warwick 
fjmiiy  again,  and  Thomas  carl  of  Warwick  held  it. 
In  the  24th  of  Henry  VI.  Henry  duke  of  Warwick 
died  feifcd,  leavins:  it  to  Ann,  his  daucrhter  and  heir, 
then  but  three  years  old,  who  died  foon  after,  fo  that 
it  defcended  to  Ann,  fiftcr  to  Henry,  wife  to  Richard 
Nevill,  earl  of  Salifbury  who  was  declared  earl  of 
Warwick,  and  was  that  great  earl  intitled  Richard 
Make-King. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  VII.  we  find  it  conveyed  to 
that  king  by  Ann  countefs  of  Warwick ;  and  it  re- 
mained in  the  crown  till  the  36th  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  that  king  granted  it  to  fir  Kichard  Southwell, 
of  Wood-Rifing,  in  Mitford  hundred  ;  and  from  the 
Southwells  it  came  to  the  Cranes;  and  about  1662 
was  parcel  of  the  pofTeffions  of  William  Crane,  efq. 
of  Wood-Rifing. 

It  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr,  Wright,  late  of  Bran- 
don, in  Suffolk,  fon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  vicar 
of  Stepney. 

The  tenths  of  the  towns  of  this  hundred  were 
90I.  153.  6d.  q.  Deductions  14I.  13s.  3d.  ob. 
Rem.  76I.  2s.  ob.  q. 

The  whole  hundred  (Santon  excepted)  is  in  the 
deanry  of  Cranwich,  and  under  the  archdeacon  of 

Norfolk. 
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Ser.ls  arid  principal  Iwnjcs  in  this  hundred. 


Biickenham, 

Fellrvell, 

Uockwold, 

Lynfard, 

J^forthwoJd, 

Tops,  Wcji, 

W>eling, 


l.ord  Petre. 
Robert  Clough,  efq. 
C'  til  \V\chc,  cfq. 
Jatncs  Nclihoipc,  e(q 
Henry  Partridge,  cfq. 
George  Neifon.  efq. 
Earl  of  Montrath. 


Grimfhoc  hundred,  according  to  die  fignification 
of  its  name,  is  a  hilly,  champaign,  open  country, 
the  land  being  fsndy  and  barren,  unlels  improved  by 
the  farmer's  induflry,  or  by  the  flocks  of  flieep  which 
are  kept  in  almofl  every  town  in  the  hundred  for  that 
purpofe,  there  being  no  where  better  mutton  than 
this  barren  land  affords,  the  flicep  being  not  hablc  to 
the  difeafe  called  the  rot,  as  they  often  are  in  the 
more  fertile  parts  of  this  county;  the  foil,  though  it  is 
a  fand  at  top.  not  only  affords  excellent  chalk  for 
lime,  but  good  earth  for  brick,  and  in  (ome  places 
blue  clav,  which,  laid  u]:)on  the  land,  makes  an  ex- 
cellent manure,  and  produces  abundance  of  corn. 
7  he  rabbets  alfo,  which  arc  on  the  moR  barren  part, 
are  not  only  the  more  cxccllcut  for  that  reafon,  but 
renders  that,  which  would  odieiwife  be  of  no  ufc,  to 
be  of  equal  value  with  much  better  land;  fo  that  by 
this  means,  though  the  champaign,  or  fielding  coun- 
try, (as  it  is  commonly  called]  may  appear  to  ihe  tra- 
veller to  be  of  little  value  either  to  the  owner,  or  oc- 
cupier, it  is  in  reaiiry  far  otherwife,  being  rendered 
bv  thefe  improvements  as  valuable  as  a  far  better 
foil. 


The  whole  hundred  pays  i  ^\.  4s.  qd,   to  the  gene- 
ral latc  ul  the  county  at  a  fix  hundred  pound  levy. 

BUCKKNHAM- 
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BUCKENHAM-TOFTS,  Rokknham  Parva,  or 
I.rn  LE-BucKFNHAM.  wiote  in  Doomfday-book  Euck- 
cuham,  is  fo  called  to  diflinguifh  it  iiom  the  other 
towns  of  the  (amenamc  in  this  county.  At  the  fnr- 
vey  we  meet  v\  iih  two  lordfhips  here,  one  held  by 
Hugh  deMoniford,  and  the  other  by  Roger,  fon  of 
Rainard. 

Hugh  dc  Montford  had  what  was  valued  at  8s.  per 
ann.  the  whole  was  one  leuca  long,  and  haH  a  league 
broad,  and  paid  8d.  of  the  20s.  gelt ;  the  foe  was  in 
the  king,  and  the  earl  of  Norfolk. 

This  lordfliir)  was  held  of  the  Mountfords  foon  af- 
ter the  conqueR,   by  a  family  that  affumcd  their  name 
from  the   town;   and  William,    fon  of  fir   Ralph   de 
Buckenham,  had  a   charter  for   free  warren  here,  in 
Ellinghara,  and  Ilington,    in  the  38th  of  Henry  III. 
and  before  this,  in  the  4th  of  king  John,   a  fine  was 
levied  between  William  de  Buckenham,  tenant,  and 
Pctronilla  de  Mortimer,  petent,  of  the   advowlon    of 
the  church  ol   Buckenham  Parva,  and  the  moiety   of 
a  mill.      In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  Simon  de  Nevill  was 
lord,  and  had  the  aflize  of  bread  and  beer  of  his  te- 
nants, and  was  patron  of  the  church  ;   but  in   1300 
Hubert  Hacon    held    it,    and    prefented ;     after   this 
Marp^cry,     relid     of    Roger     Cofyn.    of   Ellingham 
Magna,   prefented  in  1313,   as   lady   of  the  manor; 
and  in  1323  John  Potys,  of  Wilton  ;   but  in  1337  fir 
Simon  de  Hetheifet,  knt.  was  lord  and  patron;    foon 
after,  in  13,57,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Richard  Gegge, 
of  Saham-Tony,    who   prefented  to   the   church   in' 
1367  ;   and  in  this  family  of  Gegge  it  continued   till 
about  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  when  it  came  to  John 
Aufteyn,  efq.    by  the  marriage   of  Margaret,  one  of 
the  daughters   and  co-heirs  of  Richard  Gegge,    e(iq. 
In  the  2d  of  Edward  VI.   fir  John  Spring  died  lord, 
A  4  and 
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and  William  Spring,  efq.  bis  (on  and  heir,  had  livery 
of  it  in  the  i  ft  of  queen  M.';rv ;  this  William  was 
afterwards  a  knight,  and  lord  of  Pakcnham,  in  Sul- 
folk;  he  died  February  lo,  in  the  42d  of  F.liza- 
beth,  fcifcd  of  this  manor,  and  thofe  of  Pakcniiam, 
Sec.  in  Suffolk.  In  the  reign  of  James  I.  we  find  it 
in  the  family  of  Rich ;  and  in  1614  fir  Robert  Rich 
(afterwards  earl  of  Warwickj  prefcnted  as  lord;  but 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  Mr.  Applcton,  who  mar- 
ried the  widow  of  fir  Robert  Crane,  of  Suffolk, 
bart.  enjoyed  it;  and  Robert  Fairford,  Ifaac  Preflon, 
and  Mr.  Craddock,  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Vincent,  who 
built  here  the  hall  that  is  now  flanding.  and  is  a  neat 
pile  of  brick,  on  the  fummit  whereof  is  a  lofty  lant- 
horn,  or  turret ;  and  on  the  top  of  this  houfe  he 
(being  a  very  great  humourift)  ere^led  a  fifh-pond, 
with  a  bafon  of  lead  to  contain  the  water,  and  had 
pipes  of  lead  which  brought  water  by  an  engine  from 
a  canal  in  the  gardens,  into  every  room  fas  it  is  faid) 
of  the  houfe:  he  alfo  built  an  elegant  ftable,  and 
other  offices,  and  made  a  park.  From  this  Mr.  Vin- 
cent (who  mortgaged  it  to  lir 'Ihomas  Mcers)  it  came 
to  Robert  Partridge,  efq.  who  dying  in  1710,  it  pal- 
fed  to  Henry  Partridge,  efq.  his  brother  ;  and  on  his 
death  to  his  (on,  Henry,  ^v•ho  fold  it  about  1  736  to 
the  honourable  Philip  Howard,  efq.  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Norfolk;  and  the  right  honourable  Roben 
Edward  Petrc.lord  Pctre,  of  Writtlc,  is  now  the  pre- 
sent lord. 

The  other  lordOiip  was  held  at  the  furvey  by 
Roger,  (on  of  Rainard,  valued  at  l  is.  and  the  king 
and  the  earl  liad  che  foe. 

This  foon  after  came  to  the  earl  Warren,  and  was 
held  of  him  by  the  ancient  family  of  Mortimer,  of 
Attlcburgh ;  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  John 
Laagetot  held  half  a  quarter  of  a  fee   of  lir  Robert 

de 
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de  Moiiimer,  he  of  the  earl  of  Warren,  and  the  earl 
of  ilie  king.  In  the  i)th  of  Edward  II.  Henry  dc 
Walpolc  was  lord.  In  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  fir 
John  de  Hcderler,  and  Jelfrey  dc  Hall,  held  it  of  fir 
Conflantine  de  Mortimer;  and  in  ihc  c^d  of  Henry 
IV.  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Richard  Gegge,  and  fo 
became  united  to  the  other  manor,  and  hath  continued 
fo  ever  fince,  and  fortius  lorddiip  there  is  a  yearly 
lent  paid  to  the  lordQiip  of  Hillburgh  at  this  day. 

There  is  nothing  remaining  of  this  old  village  but 
the  hall,  and  the  miller's  houfe. 

The  prior  of  Wormegay  had  lands  here,  taxed  irt 
1428  at  6d.  and  the  prior  of  Broomhill  was  taxed  for 
his  at  the  fame  time  6d. 

The  church  has  been  fo  long  demoliflied,  that  the 
fcitc  of  it  is  not  known  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  about 
the  upper  end  of  the  canal  in  the  gardens,  near  the 
garden-houfe  ;  it  was  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and 
there  was  in  it  the  image  of  our  Lady,  as  appears 
from  an  old  will,  wherein  a  legacy  was  given  to  re- 
pair her  perke'^. 

In  the  rector's  anfwer  to  king  James,  in  1603,  he 
obierves  that  there  were  then  about  ten  communi- 
cants here,  and  that  they  go  to  church  and  receive 
the  facrament  at  Stanford,  the  church  of  Buckenhani 
being  long  fince  utterly  decayed. 

This  ret^ory  is  a  hnecure,  valued  in  the  king's 
books  at  3I.  and  being  fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  15I.  per  ann.  is  difcharged  of  firft  fruits  and 
tenths;  fynodals  are  sod,  bifhop's  procurations,  i8d. 

In 

*  A  pedeftal,  and  niche  that  flie  flood  in. 
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In  1  728  Henry  Partridge,  efq.  was  patron  ;  and  in 
1776  the  Rev.  David  Jones  was  prefented  to  this  rec- 
tory bv  Thomas  Newman,  clerk,  p.  h.  v. 

COLVESTON,  CoLNFSTON,  or  Coulston,  lies 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  to  Cranwich,  on  the  north  fide 
ot  the  river  WiiTey,  the  hundred  of  Grimflioe  crofhng. 
here  that  river,  and  taking  in  this  town,  and  that  of 
]ckburgh.  In  Doomlday  it  is  wrote  Ccvcfluna,  and 
derives  its  name  from  the  Saxoti  word  love,  a  fmall 
creak,  and  tun,  or  ton,  a  town,  or  village. 

At  the  furrey,  it  was  the  lordfhip  of  William  earl 
Warren,  but  in  the  ConfefTor  s  time  was  held  by  a 
freeman  of  Harold's,  afterwards  king  of  England,  and 
was  valued  at  8s.  per  ann.  It  was  five  furlongs  long, 
and  four  broad,  and  paid  5d.  ob.  when  the  hundred 
paid  20s.  gelt. 

Soon  after  the  conquefl;  this  village  was  held  of 
{he  earl  Warren,  the  capital  lord,  by  a  family  that  af- 
fumed  their  name  from  it,  a  practice  frequent  in  that 
age.  And  Jordan  de  Colveflon,  lord,  by  his  deed 
without  date,  (about  the  reign  of  Henry  I.)  gave  to 
the  monks  of  Caflie  Acre  the  rent  of  3s.  per  ann. 
out  ot  his  mill  called  Wor- Milne,  in  this  place.  Af- 
ter this,  about  the  reign  of  king  John.  Richatd  de 
Cielham  held  it  of  the  aforefaid  earl,  by  the  fcrvice 
of  half  a  knight's  fee,  but  in  the  reign  of  flenry  III. 
fir  John  de  Lodne  was  lord,  and  gave  by  deed  to  the 
monks  of  Cafllc  Acre  3s.  per  ann.  out  of  his  manor, 
inftead  of  the  3s.  given  them  out  of  the  mill  above- 
mentioned. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  T^obert  de  Loden.  or  Lodne, 
v.'as  lord,  and  had  the  a  lize  of  bread  and  beer  heie; 
and  the  men  of  this  town,  and  Ickburgh,  are  faid  to  be 

obliged 
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ol.'lit^fd  to  go  to  tlie  Icet  of  the  hundred  of  Weylund, 
and  to  pay  1 2d  there;  in  the  gr.h  of  Edward  II. 
1  eitice  Atte-hooe  was  returned  ladv  o(  the  manor; 
and  in  the  following  year  John  earl  Vyanen  aliened, 
with  the  king's  licence,  this  lordfhip  to  fir  Ralph  dc 
Cobham,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  held  of  them  in  capite  ; 
and  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III,  this  -Ralph  lord  Cob- 
ham  died  feifed  ol  it  and  John  was  his  fon  and  heir, 
by  Marv,  his  wife,  daughter  of  William  lord  Roos, 
and  widow  of  Thomas  de  Brotherton,  earl  of  Norfolk, 
and  in  the  next  year  proved  his  age,  and  had  livery. 

In  the  33d  of  Edward  III.  being  then  a  knight,  he 
fervcd  that  king  in  the  wars  of  France,  and  had  in  his 
retinue  fir  John  dc  Northwold,  fir  John  Crifpin,  John 
DeveniOi,  John  Atte-church,  &:c.  In  the  37ih 
of  the  faid  king,  on  the  3d  of  June,  he  granted  to  Ed- 
ward III.  and  his  heirs,  (after  his  own  deceafe)  this 
manor,  with  many  others,  in  feveral  counties,  and  de- 
li\'ered  a  ring  of  gold  to  the  king,  in  name  of  feifin, 
and  died  feifed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Richard  IJ. 

On  the  death  of  fir  John  Cobham  the  lordfliip 
came  to  John  de  Harling,  of  eafl  Harlmg,  in  Norfolk, 
to  whom,  and  his  heirs,  Edward  III.  gave  the  rever- 
fion  ;  but  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  Richard  Holditch, 
efq.  was  found  to  hold  it  in  capite  of  ihe  king,  of  his 
manor  of  Methwold,  by  knight's  fervice;  and  in 
1 592  Henry  Holditch,  cfq.  prefented  to  this  church. 
After  this  it  came  bv  the  marriage  of  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Henry  Holditch,  efq.  to  fir  J  )hn 
Sidlev,  of  St.  C leers,  in  Kent,  knt.  and  bart.  who  fold' 
it  in  the  year  1650  to  Robert  Wilfon,  of  Merton,  in 
Surrey,  efq.  who  left  it  to  his  fecond  fon,  Edward  Wil- 
fon, efq.  who  built  a  neat  manor  houfe  here.  From 
him  it  came  to  the  late  Robert  Wilfon,  efq.  of  Did- 
iington,  and  Henry  William  Wilfon,  efq.  lieutenant 

colonel 
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colonel  of  the  vveflcin  battalion  of  Norfolk  militia, 
(1759;  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

There  is  nothing  now  remaining  of  this  old  village 
but  the  aforefaid  manor-houfe,  and  a  farm-houfe  ad* 
joining. 

The  leet  is  in  the  lord  of  the  hundred. 

The  prior  of  Broomhill  was  taxed  for  his  tempo- 
ralities here,  in  142S,  4s.  6d. 

The  churcli  has  been  in  ruins  time  immemorial. 
It  ftood  a  little  weft  of  the  prefent  farra-houle,  and 
u'as  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  In  it  there  were 
the  arms  of  England,  the  earl  Warren,  and  the  earl  of 
Clare.  John  de  Lodne,  lord  of  the  town  in  the 
20th  of  Henry  ill.  granted  the  patronage  of  it  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Lewes,  in  Suflex  ;  but  it  appears 
from  the  inftitution  books,  that  that  convent  did  not 
prefent  till  the  year  1375. 

This  church  formerly  belonged  to  St.  Bartho- 
lomew of  Jckburgh,  as  the  mother  and  baptilmal 
church. 

In  January  23,  J  347,  Edward  III.  prefented  on  ac- 
count ol  the  minority  of  the  fon  and  heir  of  fir  John 
de  lirews,  knt. 

About  this  time  (1350)  the  prior,  &c.  of  Lewes, 
recovered  the  prefentation  againfl  iir  John  de  Brews. 

The  re£lor  was  deprived  in  1553,  being  a  married 
priejl. 

This 
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This  is  a  re£lory  confolidated  with  the  vlcara|2;e  of 
Didlington,  i6i6,  and  the  real  value  of  bodi  being 
but  40I.  per  ann.  no  tcnihs  or  fir II  fruits  are  paid. 
This  rcdory  was  valued  at  4I.  2d.  ob. 

In  1748  the  Rev.  John  Brundifh,  jun.  was  pre- 
fented  to  this  united  re^ory  by  the  late  Robert  Wil- 
fon,  efq.  of  Didlington. 

CRANWICH,  or  Cranwise,  lies  eaa  of  North* 
wold,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  VViffcy,  and  de- 
rives its  name  from  the  Saxon  word  game,  (Angulus) 
a  turn,  nook,  or  corner,  and  wic,  a  bay,  port,  or  landing 
place,  or  from  game,  and  the  river  Wiffey,  being 
wrote  in  Doomfday-book  Cranewiffe. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor  there  were 
two  iordrhips,  one  was  held  by  a  free-man  of  Harold, 
(afterwards  king)  valued  at  5os.  per  aun. 

The  other  moiety,  or  lordHiip,  was  held  by  a  free- 
man of  St.  Audrey,  and  was  valued  at  5os.  per  ann. 

The  whole  contained  feven  furlongs  in  length,  and 
four  in  breadth,  and  paid  gd.  ob.  gck  when  the  hun- 
dred was  affeCTed  at  20s,  It  belonged  to  the  cafile  of 
Lewes. 

On  the  conqueR  thefe  lordfhips  were  given  to  the 
earl  Warren  by  the  Conqueror,  and  fo  being  united 
became  one  manor. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  Peter  de  Cranwich  was 
lord,  and  held  it  of  the  earl  Warren  ;  this  Peter  gave 
to  the  con\'ent  of  Caftle  Acre,  founded  by  the  carl 
Warren,  part  of  a  wood,  2s.  per  ann.  in  tithes,  two 
folidates  and    an  half  oi  land,  and  a  thoulai:d.  eels 

per 
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per  annum.      Soon  after  this,   in  die  fame  reicrn,   tlic 
Caillys,  or   Cayleys,    were    lords.      Jn    the    12th  of 
Henry  III    Adam  de  Cavlev  purchafed    of  William 
de  Butery  40s.  rent,  ilTuing  out  of  a  mill,   lands,  &:c. 
here,  for  fixteen  marks  of    filver;   and  in    the   3d  of 
Edward  I.  fir  Ofbert  de  Cayley  was  lord,  and  claimed 
the  alfize  of  bread  and   beer  here.     On  the  death   of 
fir  Thomas  de  Cavlev,  about  the  1 7th  of  Edward  II. 
the  lordfliip  defcended  to  fir  Adam,    fon  of  fir  Roger 
de  Clifton,  by  Margaret,   filler  and  heir  to  fir  Tho- 
mas de  Cayley.     Sir  John  de  Clifton  was  lord  in  the 
50th  of  Edward  III.   and  was  fummoned    to  parlia- 
ment as  a  baron  ;  he  died  at  Rhodes,  Jan.    8.  1388. 
From  the  Cliftons   it  went  bv   an  heirefs,   Mare;arct, 
married  to  fir  Andrew  Ogard,  knt.  who   dving  with- 
out ifiue,  before  her  father,   the  lordfhip  came  to  the 
Knevets,    Elizabeth,  fiflcr  of  fir  John  Clifton,  being 
married  to   fir  John   Knevet,  grandlon   to    fir  John 
Knevet,   lord  chancellor  of  England;   and  in  the  yih 
of  Henry  VIII.  fir  William  Knevet,  of  Buckenham- 
caflle.  died  feifrd  of  it,   being  held    of  the  earl    of 
Arundel.      In  the  28th  of  Henry  VIII.  fir  Edmund 
Knevet  fold   the  manor  and  advowlon,    &:c.    to  John 
Eoldeio,  and  Stephen  Heyward.     John  Boldero,  his 
grandlon,  fold  his  part,  or  moiety,  to  William  Hey- 
ward, Ion  oi  Stephen,   who  was   lord  of   the  whole 
town,  and  patron  in  1603.   In  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
it  came  again  to  the  familv  of  Knevet,  on    the   mar- 
liage  of  Emma,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Hey- 
ward, gent,  with Knevet,  efq.  of  Afhwelthorpe  ; 

and  in  it'b^  fir  John  Knevet  prclented  to  this  rec- 
tory as  lord  and  patron.  In  1720  colonel  P.  Knevet 
fold  it  to  Henry  Partridge,  elq.  of  Buckenharn- 
Houfc,  whole  fon,  l  ■cnry  Partiidge,  efq.  is  the  prc- 
fent  lord. 

The  Icct  is  in  the  loid  of  the  hundred. 

The 
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The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  BiofTed  Virgin, 
and  is  a  rude  old  fmgle  building  of  flint,  boulder, 
8s;c.  covered  with  tile,  in  length  about  thirty-five  feet, 
and  fifteen  in  breadth;  to  this  nave  is  a  chancel  an- 
nexed, about  thirty  feet  long,  and  fifteen  broad,  and 
covered  with  thatch.  Here  lie  feveral  marble  grave- 
flones. 

One  is  infcribed — To  yane,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Steward,  of  Barton-Mills,  efq.  and  the  luife  of  William 
Hayward,  buried  JVovember  2^,   1633. 

Another, — To   William  Hayward.   gent,   patron   of 
this  church,  buried  December  10,  1630. 

On  a  third  this  only  legible, Vir  Pius.  —  - 

in  memory  (as  it  is  faid)  of  Mr.  Doughty,  redor. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  flands  a  narrow  but 
loftv  round  tower,  of  flint,  &c.  embattled  and  coped 
with  free-ftone,  wherein  hangs  one  bell.  This  tower 
is  of  great  and  venerable  antiquity,  built  in  the  reign 
of  the  Danifli  kings,  and  probably  by  Harold  king 
of  England,  of  whom  a  free-man  held  a  moiety  of 
this  town  in  the  time  of  the  Confeffor. 

In  this  church  were  formerly  the   arms  of  Clifton, 
painted  in  glafs. 

In  1603  there  were  fixty-five  communicants,  and 
William  Hayward,  of  Bury,  was  patron. 

In  1768  the  Rev.  William  Green  was  prefented  to 
this  redory  by  Henry  Partridge,  efq.  of  Northwold. 


This 
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This  rcvTtory  is  valued  in  the  kings  bonks  at  8?. 
QS.  yd.  and  being  in  clear  value  bui4ol.  per  annum, 
is  dilcharged  of  tenths  and  firfl  fruits. 

This  town  gives  name  to  the  deanry  of  Cranwich, 
which  takes  in  all  the  churches  within  the  hundreds 
of  Grimfhoe  and  South  Greenhoe,  except  Santon, 
which  is  in  the  deanry  of  Thetford.  In  ancient  days 
each  deanry  had  its  peculiar  dean,  of  which  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  make  a  kw  remarks  in  this 
place. 

Rural  deans  are  very  ancient,  and  no  precife  time 
has  been  determined  when  the  office  firfl  began  ;  it  is 
probable  it  was  in  the  Saxon  time,  and  a  learned  au- 
thor has  obferved  *  that  thefe  deans  in  the  church 
anfwered  the  place  of  the  tienherod  of  the  hun- 
dred, the  head  of  the  ten  friborgs,  or  tithing- 
man,  and  that  in  imitation  of  this  fccular  me- 
thod the  fpiritual  governors,  the  bifliops,  divided 
each  diocefe  into  deanries,  ortithings,  each  of  which 
had  in  its  di{lri<5l  ten  parifhes,  or  churches,  and  over 
every  fuch  diflri6l  they  appointed  a  dean,  who  fliould 
in  fpiritual  matters,  as  the  tkuhcrod  in  civil,  recon- 
cile differences,  receive  complaints,  and  enquire  into 
grievances,  &c.  The  firfl  mention  of  them  is  in  the 
year  879;  and  in  one  of  the  laws  of  Edward  the 
Confcffor  it  was  provided,  that  of  the  81.  penalty 
for  breach  of  the  king's  peace  the  king  fliould  have 
IOCS,  the  earl  30S.  and  the  bifliop's  dean,  in  whofe 
deanry  it  was,  the  other  10s.  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  fir  Henry  Speiman,  &c.  is  meant  of 
the  rural  deans.  If  ihcfe  deans  were  over  fuch  a 
number  of  churches  in  a  city,  they  were  called  De- 
cani Uihani-,   if  in  the  country,  Decani  Rurales]   and 

as 

*  Kennel's  Paroch.  Antiq.  p.  633. 
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as  Iiiinclreds  and  tliliings  kept  their  name,  when  they 
have  no  longer  borne  a  flridt  relation  to  the  number  of 
villages,  or  people,  fo  Hkcvvifc  ihc  rural  deans  conti- 
nued when  they  loit  their  firft  allufion  to  ten  pa- 
rilhes,  or  churches,  and  the  diftrifl  of  them  was  en- 
larged at  the  plcafurc  of  the  bifliop ;  though  fomc 
deanries  do  Hill  retain  the  primitive  allotment  of  ten 
churches,  efpecially  in  Wales,  where  the  moll  an- 
cient ufages  continue. 

Thefe  rural  deans  had  thelf  capitula,  or  chapter.?, 
made  up  of  the  inftituted  clergy,  or  their  curates,  as 
proxies  for  them,  and  the  dean  was  prefidcnt,  or 
prolocutor ;  thefe  were  held  at  firfl  every  three  weeks, 
afterwards  once  a  month,  but  their  principal  chapters 
were  affembled  once .  a^quarter;  all  re£lors,  and  vi- 
cars, or  their  capdlans,  were  bound  to  attend  thofe 
chapters,  and  to  bring  information  of  all  irregula- 
rities committed  in  their  refpe61ive  parifhes.  The 
place  of  holding  thefe  chapters  was  at  firfl  in  any 
church  within  the  deanry,  where  the  miniflcr  of  the 
place  was  to  entertain  the  dean,  and  his  immediate 
officers  ;  but  in  a  council  at  London,  held  by  billiop 
Stratford  in  1342,  it  was  ordained,  that  fuch  chapters 
fliould  not  be  held  in  any  obfcnre  village  where  it 
Vi'cis  difficult  to  get  provilion,  but  in  the  larger  and 
more  emiiieuL  paridies,  where  the  companv  could  be 
bed  accommodated,  and  all  the  officials,  and  fervants 
of  the  dean,  were  to  have  their  charges  defrayed  by 
their  mailer,   without  burden  to  the  clergy. 

In  thefe  chapters  the  dean  publiflicd  the  decrees  of 
provincial  and  efpifcopal  fynpds,  all  eccleliaflical 
laws  and  canons,  and  enforced  the  execution  of  them ; 
they  had  alfo  the  probate  of  wills.  Sec.  the  cognizance 
of  all  matrimonial  ca.ufes,  matters  of  divorce,  and 
incontinency :  thus  ;ve  find  that  when  Heary  II.  wa3 
B  •  a: 
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at  York,   a  burgcfs   of  Scarborough     complained  to 
him  of  a  rural  de?n  ihat   had  taken  from    him    I2d. 
and  enjoined  his  wife  pennance  as  an  adultrcfsj  with- 
out proof,   contrary  to  the  king's  law ;   they   had  alfo 
a  great  fhare  in  die  trials  for   the  right  of  advovvfon, 
and  their  more  efpccial  duty  was  to  infpc61,  and   ccn- 
fure  the  manners  of  the  clergy,  and  to  pronounce  fcn- 
tence  of  excommunication;  they  were  aJfo   commif- 
fioncd  to  receive  the  taxes  of  the  clergv,  fubfidics,  firrt 
fruits,  tenths,  Sec.  and  the  general  taxation  of  bene- 
fices in  England,  called'  The  Norwich  taxation,  (made 
by  Walter   Sufteld,  biOiop   of  Norwich,   the   pope  s 
deputy,)  was  taken  in  every  dcanry  by  the  rural  deans, 
and  two  or  three  re61ors,  or  vicars,   members  of  the 
chapter  of  that  deanry.       That  thcfe  branches  of  their 
ofhce    and  jurifdi<ftion   were   of   confiderable  profit 
niuft  be  granted,  eUe  we  (hall  be  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  the  exchanges  that  we  frequendy  meet  with  be- 
tween re£lors,  and  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  thefc 
rural  deans. 

At  the  beginning  they  are  faid  to  be  ele^led  by  the 
clergy  of  their  own  diftricl,  and  when  confirmed  by 
the  biftiop,  were  not  to  be  ejected  without  the  joint 
confentof  their  own  prelbyters  ;  and  in  later  times,  they 
yi.txe.  temporary,  and  removed,  as  Dr.  Kennet  afierts, 
by  the  bifliop  s  fole  power;  but  it  is  plain  from  the 
.infiitutions  of  the  deans  ofCranvvich,  that  they  were 
collated  by  the  biQiop,  and  that  it  was  no  temporary 
office,  or  .  durante  epijcopi  bene  placito,  they  being 
{['lied  decani  perpetui,  and  alfo  fiom  their  folemn  re- 
fignationS  and  exchanges  of  this  office,  for  other  pre- 
ferments in  the  church. 

Each  rural  dean  had  his  i''cal  belonging  to  his  of- 
5c€,  and  we  arc  told   that   the   leal    of  the    dean   of  • 
BuitWler,  ill  Oxfoidfliirc,  was  an  oblong  oval  (as 

moil 
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mod  religious  feals  were);  die  imprcfs,  a  pelican  (land- 
ing on  a  pedeftal,  wounding  Iier  breall  with  her  bill, 
and  feeding  her  young  with  her  own  blood,  and  Mr. 
Blomfield  had  by  him  the  probate  of  a  will  of  Tho- 
mas \verthowe,  of  Boughton,  near  Dounham,  in 
Norfolk,  dated  Dec.  16,  1413,  proved  by  Hugh 
Birdham,  dean  of  Fincham,  to  which  is  affixed  an 
oblong  fcal  of  red  wax;  the  imprefs,  a  bird,  probably  a 
finch,  on  a  tree,  and  a  flar  in  chief,  and  this  legend, 
Sigilhm  cUcanatus  de  Fjnc/uim,  cxpiciTing  both  his  own 
and  his  deanry's  name  in  that  device. 

The  rural  deans  were  plain,  honefl  men,  not  much 
(killed  in  the  fubtlkies  of  the  civil  or  canon  law,  but 
were  not  the  iefs  capable  of  their  office  and  jurifdic- 
tion,  as  depending  on  known  cufloms,  and  the-  rules 
of  equity,  but  by  degrees,  when  the  method  of  .ec- 
clefiaflical  juftice  was  turned  into  a r is  said  tnyi/len'es^ 
then  began  the  canonifls  to  pretend  themfelvcs  the 
only  fit  miniffers  in  all  courts  of  Chriflianity,  and 
infniuatcd. themfelves  intathe  favour  and  counfciii  of 
the  bifhops,  and  fo  obtained  the  new  titles  of  arch- 
deacons, officials,  and  chancellors,  and  then  eafiiy 
run  down  thefe  deans.  Thus  bv  the  art  and  interefl' 
of  the  canonills,  &c.  the  jurifdidion  of  this  office  de- 
clined fo  much,  that  little  but  the  name  and  fliadow 
of  it  was  in  being  even  in  the  age  before  the  vcfbr- 
mation.  It  has  been  wi'licd,  that  our  reformers 
would  have  reliore<d  this  good  and  ufeful  office  to  all 
its  ancient  lights,  and  laudable  pradices,  and  there 
great  perfbns  who  were  commiflioned  to  revive  the 
ecclefiaflical  laws  of  this  realm  agreed  in  their  good 
opinion  of  it,  prefcribed  a  proper  method,  but  it  fell 
for  want  of  confirmation  by  the  legillativc  power, 
yet  though  it  was  not  formally  ratified,  all  thofe 
parts  of  it  have  no  Iefs  the  force  of  a  law,  (viz.  all 
iuch  ecclefiaflical  canons,  conflitutionSj  Sec.)  as  arc 
B  2  not 
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not  repugnant  to  the  laws.  Ratutcs,  Jcc.  of  the  realm, 
of  which  Inoffcnnve  nature  was  this  juuTdiciion  of 
Jural  cleans.  And  in  a  provincial  fynod,  held  at 
London,  April  3,  1571,  it  was  ordained,  that  the 
archdeacon,  when  he  had  finifhcd  his  vifuation. 
fhould  fignifv  to  the  bifliop  what  clergymen  he  found 
in  every  deanry  fo  well  endowed  with  learning  and 
judgment  as  to  be  worthy  to  inflruft  the  people  in 
fermons,  and  to  rule  and  prefide  over  others;  out  of 
thefcthe  bifhop  mav  choofe  fuch  as  he  will  have  to  be 
rural  deans.  The  little  remains  of  this  dignity  and 
jurifdiclion  depend  now  on  the  cuftomsof  places,  and 
the  pleafure  of  diocelans;  in  fome  parts  ol  this  king- 
dom the  rural  deans  have  nothing  left,  but  the  bur- 
den of  entertaining  the  redors  and  vicars  of  the 
deanry  at  a  folemn  fcafl. 

In  1315,  October  27,  Mr.  Ralph  de  Belegrave 
was  collated  to  this  deanry  by  the  bifbiop,  with  all 
its  rights  and  privileges. 

On  the  collation  of  the  dean,  Jan.  10,  1498,  this 
injunclion  is  entered: — Ei  epifcupus  virtute  obediaUia , 
Jirmittr  injunxit  omnibus  et  fiugulu  abhalibus, prior,  redlor, 
incar,  curalis,  'be.  tarn  cUricis  qnam  lauis  per  difl.  de- 
canat.  quod  Hen.  Goldwdlo  Decano  pcrpttuo  eorum,  obe- 
diant  pnriter  et  intendaut  171  omnibus  Ileitis,  canonicijque 
mandatis.     Lib.  injlit.  jYorw. 

The  deanrv  of  Cranvvich,  or  Kernewiz,  contained 
forty-feven  parifhes,  and  was  taxed  at  30s. — DoomJ-' 
day-book, 

CROXTON.  This  village  ftands  at  the  fouth- 
cafl  corner  of  the  hundred.  In  the  time  of  the 
Conqueror,  when  Doomfday-book  was  made,  it  was 
c:xiicd  CrokeHuna,  was  then  in  the  king's   hands. 

and 
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and  kept  for  him  by  WilllcimdeNoiers.  Stigand  arch- 
biHiop  of  Canterbury  was  lord  in  Edward  the  Confcf- 
for's  time,  when  it  was  vakied  at  lol.  per  ann. 
At  the  furvey  at  40s.  but  paid  loos.  The  whole  was 
one  leuca  and  an  half  in  lengih,  and  one  in  breadth, 
and  paid  2od.  towards  the  20s.  gelt  of  the  hundred. 

Soon  after  this  the  Conqueror  gave  the  town  to 
William  the  great  earl  Warren,  his  fon-in-law,  who, 
at  the  conquefl,  had  the  greateil  part  of  the  hundred 
given  him. 

SiBTON  Manor,  part  of  this  town,  was  held  under 
the  faid  earl,  by  Thomas,  and  Simon  Sorel ;  which 
Thomas,  about  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  gave  lands 
here  to  the  abbey  of  Sibeton,  in  Suffolk,  and  from 
hence  this  manor  took  its  name. 

Bcfides  the  family  of  Sorel,  feveral  other  perfons 
gave  lands  hei  e  to  the  aforefaid  abbev ;  infomucli 
that  the  temporalities  of  that  religious  houfe,  in  this 
town,  were  taxed  in  1428  at  lol.  4s.  bd.  per  ann. 
and  were  afterwards  (at  the  duke's  requeft)  affigned 
to  the  monks  of  Thecford,  and  at  the  difl'okuion  of 
abbeys  were  given  by  Henry  VIll.  to  the  duke,  and 
in  the  ninth  year  of  James  I.  the  bailiffof  Thomas  earl 
of  Arundel  and  Surrey  accounted  thus  for  the  profits 
of  this  manor.  Rent  of  aflize,  and  free  tcnanrs,  i6d, 
of  cuftomary  tenants  3T.  yd.  ob.  and  for  lands  in  the 
vicar's  tenure  i6d.  This  manor  is  now  held  by  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  there  was  a  few  years  pafl:  a 
park  well  flocked  with  deer.  The  houfe,  which 
ilands  in  it,  was  lormcrly  known  by  the  name  of 
North-Wick,  becaufe  it  (lands  on  the  nouh  winding 
of  the  river,  in  refpecl  to  Theiford,  and  is  now  called 
Croxton-park. 

B  3  Broomkill 
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Broomhill  ]Manor.  Another  part  of  this  town 
was  held  of  the  aforefaicl  earl  Warren,  by  the  ancient 
family  of  De  Piaiz,  and  was  given  by  fir  PTiigh  de 
Plaiz,  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henrv  III. 
to  the  priory  of  Broomhill,  in  this  hundred,  on  his 
founding  that  religious  houfe.  In  the  third  of  Henrv 
lY.  the  prior  held  it  of  fir  John  Howard,  (the  heirefs 
of  the  Dc  Plai/.'s  being  married  into  that  family)  and 
he  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  then  in  the  king's 
hands. 

In  1428  the  priory  was  taxed  at  7].  3s.  iid.  for 
its  temporalities  in  this  town,  and  at  22  marks  for  its 
fpiritualities,  the  rc61ory  being  appropriated  to  it. 

This  priory  being  fuppreiTed  before  the  general  dif- 
folution,  by  a  bull  of  pope  Clement  VII.  in  the  20th 
of  Henry  YIII.  the  manor  v/as  granted  to  cardinal 
\Voifev:  and  on  the  cardinal's  fall,  the  king,  by  ex- 
change, gave  it  to  ChrilTs  college,  in  Cambridge, 
June  2,  J  332,  in  which  college  it  Hill  remains. 

Bcfidcs  ilicfe  manors,  Walter  Clcre,  and  Bertram 
(Tryoll,  held  lands  here  bcfor6  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.  as  did  feveral  other  perfons  about  this  time. 
On  July  3,  1412,  licence  was  granted  to  Roger  Stopr 
pufley,  to  convey  to  the  prior  and  monks  of.  Thetford 
^3  acres  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Croxton 
and  Thetford;  and  alfo  to  Edmund  Blankpayn,  to 
convey  30  acres  of  land  lying  in  a  field  called  Faucon- 
field,  with  the  appurtenances  in  this  village  ;  and  in 
J 4 28  thefe  religious  were  taxed  for  their  temporalities 
in  this  town  at  2I.  is.  Sd. 

'The  hofpital  alfo  of  St  Mary  Magdalen,  in  Thet- 
ford, had  ah  ihtcreft  in  this  town,  in  the  35th  oF 
Henry  111.  and  dierc  was  a  chapel,  or  religioub  houfe, 

-    '  faid 
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fa  id  to  belong  to  them,  called  donnis  Dei.  'near  the 
church  of  Croxton.  but  we  rather  think  it  belonged 
to  donius  Del  at  Thetford,  and  after  to  the  canons. 

On  the  diffolution  of  thefe  hovifes  the  lands  afore- 
mentioned came  to  (ir  Richard  Fulmerfton,  and  were 
fettled  by  him  on  feoffees,  for  charitable  ufes  ;  \\i.  the 
founding  and  endowing  a  fchool,  and  hofpital,  at 
Thetford,  and  are  accordingly  applied  at  this  day.    ' 

Croxton  (lands  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  and  there  are 
fome  trees  growing  on  its  fummit,  which  are  feen 
many  miles  in  this  open  country,  and  are,  by  way  of 
di(lin£lion,  called  Croxton  High-Trees.  In  the 
fields  of  this  town  is  a  large  mere,  called  Foul-mere, 
confiding  of  many  acres  of  water. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints  ;  it  is  built  of 
flint-ftone,  and  boulder,  and  confifls  of  a  nave,  or 
body,  to  which  is  annexed  a  fouth  aile,  with  good 
roofs  of  oak,  covered  with  lead,  and  is  in  length 
about  58  feet,  and  in  breadth,  including  the  faid 
aile,  about  28  feet.  At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave 
flauds  a  very  large  font,  with  a  capacious  balon,  fup- 
ported  by  five  pilafters  of  ftone.  The  larger  oui? 
fonts  are,  the  greater  is  their  antiquity,  being  made 
thus  on  account  of  immerfion,  which  was  in  practice 
in  the  Saxon  times,  as  is  plain  from  the  hiftory  of 
Etheldred  11.  fon  to  king  Edgar,  who  in  his  holy  tinc- 
ture (like  Conftandne  Copronimus)  defiled  the  font 
with  natural  excrements,  and  made  Dunftan,  the  ca- 
nonized faint,  and  then  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  tor 
exclaim,  or  fwear,  per  Deum  et  malran  ejus  ignavui. 
homo  erit.  William  VVyrcefter,  in  his  Mdra  dc  Regi- 
hjis  Anglia,  has  the  following  diftich  on  this  fubje£l: 

.   B  4  '     "  Sacra 
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"  Sacra  fcatim  natus  Eihelciredus  violnvit, 
jYam  haptkatus,  bopiijlerium  violavit." 

At  tliis  very  day  the  fonts  in  country  churches 
are  generally  capacious  enough  to  admit  of  imrner- 
fion,  if  requeftcd  by  the  parent  of  the  child. 

A  very  worthy  author*,  treating  on  private  baptifm, 
obferves,  "  that  water  once  blcffed  in  fo  lacred  a 
purpofe,  fhould  neither  be  put  to  common  ufe,  or 
thrown  away  irreverently  into  the  kennel,  or  (ink  ; 
and  we  wonder  our  church  (as  the  faid  author  pro- 
ceeds) has  made  no  provifion  how  the  water  ufed  in 
the  font  at  church  fhould  be  difpofed  of.  In  the 
Greek  church,  particular  care  is  taken  that  it  never 
is  thrown  into  the  ftreet,  like  common  water,  but 
poured  into  a  hollow  jijace  under  the  altar,  called  in 
Greek  Tlialajfidicn,  or  Choneion,  where  it  is  foakedinto 
the  earth,  or  finds  a  palfage."  The  faid  reverend 
author,  upon  enquiry,  will  find  that  the  fonts  in 
moft,  if  not  in  all  our  country  churches,  have  an  hole 
and  Pcopple  at  the  bottom,  as  the  holy  water-pots  alfo 
anciently  had,  which  lets  the  water  out  into  a  pipe, 
or  channel,  reaching  from  the  mouth  of  the  hole  to 
the  ground,  where  a  cavitv  is  made  on  purpofe  to  re- 
ceive it,  that  it  may  foak  into  the  earth,  as  is  above 
obferved  in  the  Greek  Chon  ion,  io  that  the  pra6lice  of 
the  ancients  is  a  plain  and  a  jufl  example  for  us  to 
imitate. 

At  the  eafl  end  of  the  fouth  ailc  is  an  afcent, 
v/here.  in  the  time  of  popery,  there  was  an  altar,  as 
in  inofl  churches  of  that  age. 

At 

*  Wheatly  on  the  cmmgn  prayer,  p.  383, 
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At  ihe  vvefl  end  of  the  nave  (lands  a  lower  of  flint, 
JLc.  the  lower  part  of  it  is  round,  and  a  Danifli  work, 
the  upper  part  is  now  o»?langular,  and  has  a  cap,  or 
cover  of  wood.  In  this  tower  hang  three  bells;  one 
of  them  is  dedicated  to  Thomas  liccket,  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury. 

This  chancel  is  in  length  about  24  feet,  in 
breadth  about  15,  and  is  covered  with  thatch.  There 
is  an  afcent  of  two  Reps  to  the  communion  table, 
where,  on  the  pavement,  lie  three  marble  grave- 
flones,  one  in  memory  yt  Elizabeth  Snelling,  wife  of 
George  Snelling,  of  Lee,  in  Kent,  efq.  and  mother  of 
Mary  Snelling-,  who  married  William  Smith,  of 
Croxton,  gent.  She  died  September  26,  1678,  aged 
72. 

Agaifjfl;  the  north  wall  is  a  compartment  of  marble 
and  flonc,  ornamented  with  a  cherub,  gilt,  and  foli- 
ages ;  and  on  the  fummit  a  fliield,  Fletcher  impaling 
Wood,  infcribcd — To  Thomas  Fle'dier,  ejq,  one  of  the 
7'(adcrs  of  Limolns  Inn,  who  married  Frances,  ihe  eldejt 
daughter  of  Robert  Wood,  efq.  late  of  Tharflon,  and  had 
iffue  by  her  nine  fons,  arid  fcven  daughters.  He  died 
February  4,  1 636,  The  f aid  Frances  Fletcher  died  May 
10,  1684. 

In  the  eall  window  Is  the  Hilcld  of  the  earl  Warren. 

In  1401  this  reftory  was  appropriated  to  the  priory 
of  Broomhill,  being  the  gift  of  hr  Richard  de  Plaiz, 
and  a  vicarage  endowed,  and  taxed  at  fcven  marks, 
which  was  prefented  to  by  the  priory. 

The  lafl  vicar  prefented  by  the  prior  died  in  1536, 
when  i(  vv'as  given  to  Chriif  college,  Cambridge. 

Before 
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Before  the  appropriation  the  reclor  had  a  hon^e, 
and  50  acres  ofland,  though  now  there  is  only  half  an 
acre  oi  glebe,  where  the  vicarage-houfc  once  flood. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  at  61.  13s.  46.  Tenths 
13?.  4(1.  and  is  difchatgcd  of  both,  being  in  clear 
value  but  23I.  per  ann.  and  in  ibo^  had  70  com- 
municants. 

Sir  John  Saunders  Seabright,  bart.  of  Reachvvood 
in  Hertfordfliire,  lieutenant  general  of  his  irajefiy's 
forces,  colonel  of  the  royal  Irifli  regiment  of  foot,  and 
member  of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Bath,  has  the 
chief  property  in  this  town. 

Croxton  is  diftant  from  Thetford  about  three 
inilcs,  on  the  pofl-road  to  Watton. 

In  1775  the  Rev.  Edmund  Trant  was  prefentcd  to 
this  vicarage  by  the  mailer  and  fellows  of  Chrift's 
college,  Cambridge. 

FELTWELL.  This  town  lies  north  of  Hockwold 
and  Wilton,  and  was  given  by  Ethelwald  bifliop  of 
Winchcflcr,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edgar,  to  the  monaf- 
tery  of  Ely.  In  Doomfday-book  it  is  wrote  fatwella, 
and  Feltuueila,  and  may  derive  its  name  horn  feat 
and  wella,  that  is,  a  pure  water,  or  fpring;  or  lather 
from  the  Saxon  word  Jleot,  which  fignifies  an 
elhiary,  canal,  or  bay,  all  which  agree  well  with  the 
fcite  of  this  village,  on  the  fide  of  thofe  great  waters 
which  came  up  to  it  before  the  draining  of  the  fens. 

In  the  time  of  Leofwine,  fifth  abbot  of  Ely,  when 
the  tenures  and  fervices  of  fcveral  townfliips  belonging 
to  that  monaflcry  were  fixed,  this  was  obliged  to  fur- 
uifh  the  abbey  with  provihons  for  two  weeks  in  every 

year. 
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year,  71ie  abbot  had  45  focmen,  vvbo,  as  often  as 
i)c  cominaiided,  were  obliged  to  plow  his  land;  to 
weed,  cur,  and  bind  lils  corn,  and  carry  it  to  the 
b  irn,  and  bring  provifions  to  the  monaUery  ;  and  as 
often  as  the  abbot  wanted  horfes'''',  to  fend  them 
to  him,  and  whenever  they  forfeited,  the  abbot  had 
the  forfeitures ;  but  on  the  conqucfl  earl  Warren  en- 
croached on  many  of  thele  privileges,  and  deprived 
the   monaflery  of   a  conliderabie  part  of  the  town. 

What  the  church  of  Ely  held  at  the  general  furvey 
was  faid  to  be  one  league  and  an  half  in  lengih,  and 
one  in  breadLh,  and  was  valued  at  12I.  per  ann. 

Bishop  of  Ely's  Manor.  This  part  was  held  by 
all  the  fucceeding  abbots,  till  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 
at  which  time  the  moi.aPtery  of  Ely  being  turned  into 
a  bifliop's  fee,  this  manor,  with  many  others,  was 
veiled  in  the  biOiop ;  and  acordingly  in  the  35th  of 
Henry  III.  the  bifliop  of  Ely  had  a  charter  for  free- 
warren  in  all  his  lands  here,  and  held  the  manor  of 
the  king  in  capite. 

In  1277,  in  the  6th  of  Edward  I.  the  biuiop  had  a 
gallows,  pillory,  view  of  frankpledge,  conulance  of 
bafliels,  &c.  and  liberty  to  hold  all  picas  which  the 
fherifF  might,  wirii  writ  or  without.  The  demefnes 
are  thus  diftinguinied.  In  Southficld  40  acres  and 
an  half;  in  Portgatefield  121  acres;  in  Eaflfield  140 
acres;  in  Miklebcredfield  21  7  acres  ;  in  Loverkehii- 
field  173  acres  and  an  half;  the  whole  being  to  be 
plowed  with  three  plows ;    to  every  plow  there   was 

three 

*  Feltwell  is  only  twelve  miles  in  a  dire(^  line  to  Ely,  but 
by  any  horfe,  or  carriage-road,  muft  be  as  many  more,  even  at 
this  day;  we  therefore  wonder  at  this  obligation  of  fupplying 
the  abbot  of  Ely  with  horfes  and  corn  at  fo  early  a  period. 
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tl:rce  flone  horfcs,  and  two  oxen  ;  and  t\vo  hnrfes  tr> 
hni  row  (he  land.  In  Hickgate.  c:c.  60  acres  of  mow- 
ing meadows;  in  the  levcral  paflures  in  Hirkga!c4o 
acres,  capable  of  mowing ;  in  Fiirhclmcs  30  acres. 
Item,  dicrc  belongs  to  the  lame  manor  a  certain  com- 
mon pa'lure,  which  begins  at  Lingberrywong,  and  fo 
on  bv  Ellcnrate,  to  the  bounds  between  Fcltweli  and 
Methv.old,  in  length  one  league  and  more,  and  in 
breadth  a  good  furlong,  where  the  villages  of  Mcih- 
wold,  Wilton,  and  Hockwold,  have  a  right  to  com- 
mon, and  the  other  lords  of  this  town,  as  the  bifhop 
and  the  lords  of  this  town  have  a  right  to  common 
in  the  common  paflures  of  Methwold,  Hockwold, 
and  Wilton,  horn,  underhorn  ;  but  no  one  ought,  or 
can  dig,  cut  heath,  Sec.  but  the  biOiop  and  his  tenants 
cnlv.  There  was  a  marfh  called  Southfen,  common 
to  all  the  lords,  Sec.  in  the  town  of  Feltwell,  for  feed- 
ing, di'jgins".  Sec.  but  the  towns  of  Wilton  and  Hock- 
wold  could  only  intcr-common  within  certain 
bounds,  horn,  and  undcihorn^\  1  here  was  alio  ano- 
thi-T  marfh  belonoino;  to  this  rarnor,  called  Northfen, 
in  which  the  whole  town  might  feed,  dig,  Sec.  but  the 
town  of  Methwold  could  only  feed,  unlefs  between 
Slevefliolm  and  Totefholm,  though  the  jurors  fay, 
"  that  the  bailiffs  of  John  carl  Warren,  and  the  coun- 
tcfs  his  mother,  hindered  them  from  digging  between 
Rcdlake  and  \V)frcnhoe  for  feven  years  laft  pad." 
The  free  fifliery  of  the  bifliop,  called  Baldbeck,  is 
bounded,  which  was  then  held  for  40s.  per  ann.  at 
the  lord's  will ;  as  was  the  lifliery  of  lirunllode,  which 
was  dien  held  at  81.  per  ann.  alio  that  of  Feltwell-fcn 
farmed  at.sizl.  per  ann.  Iherc  was  alio  a  water-mill 
belonging  to  this  lordflaip,  called  Brigg-Mill,  which 
the  whole  village  farmed  at  32s.  per  ann.  and  a 
wind-mill.     The  flock  was  20  cows  and  a  free  bull, 

60  hogj 

*  That  is,  with  the  kinds  of  horned  beafts  only,  whether  they 
were  young,  and  fo  witliout,  or  underhorn,  or  oldandfo  horned^ 
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00  hogs  and  a  free  boar,  looo  Caecp  beliJes  tliofe  of 
the  culiomary  tenants,  &c.  which  OLrj,hL  to  be  in  the 
lord's  fold  ;  and  the  bifliop  had  all  uaifs  found  on  his 
fee,  or  in  the  highways  within  the  town.  Hump!ir\\ 
fonof  Walter,  and  his  parceners,  held  360  acres  free; 
the  reft  of  the  freeholders,  and  copyholders,  Sec.  with 
tiicir  rents,  fervices,  Jvc.  are  particularly  fpecificd. 
The  tenants  paid  tallage,  childwite,  and  a  fine  on  the 
marriage  of  their  fons  and  daughters,  and  could  not 
fell  an  hoife-foal,  or  an  ox  of  their  own  breed  with- 
out the  lord's  licence,  and  the  lord  had  the  befl  bcaft 
fur  an  heriot;  and  if  there  was  no  beaft,  then  32d. 
was  paid  in  iieu  of  ic,  and  the  heir  paid  relief.  T!ie 
quit-rents  were  23s  ^d.  per  ann.  46  hens,  and  9  ca- 
pons, 2io  eggs,  and  the  whole  lum  of  the  days 
works  ^348,  by  the  fmall  hundred,  and  every  man's 
day's  work,  out  of  harvefl.  is  valued  ai  an  hall-penny, 
and  in  harveft  at  a  penny. 

In  the  34th  of  Henry  VI.  this  manor  was  valued 
at  36I.  3s.  3d.  per  ann.  but  in  the  reign  ol  Philip  and 
Mary  the  yearly  revenue  was  but  2t)i.  lus.  yd.  ob. 
Thus  it  continued  in  the  (cq  of  Ely,  till  by  an  acl  of 
pailiament,  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth's 
icign,  it  was  fettled  by  way  of  exchange  on  the  crown, 
and  was  held  by  leafe  at  the  yearly  rent  of  30I.  is. 
till  the  7th  of  James  I.  who  on  the  29th  of  November 
in  the  laid  year'  granted  to  Robert  Wace,  efq.  this 
manor  with  the  aijpurtenanccs,  and  a!!  pcifiuifucs  of 
court  thereunto  bclongino;,  fincc  which  lime  it  has 
paiTed  througli  fcveral  hands,  and  w  as  poii'eircd  by 
Charles  Wren,  Ion  of  Matthew  biJliop  of  Ely,  whofe 

daughter  and  heirefs  brought  it  to  ■ Muniun,  e(q, 

and  it  is  now  owned  bv  Robert  Clough,  efq.  fcnior, 
of  Fckwell,  who  has  tiie  leet  of  haiJ  the  town,  as  be- 
longing formerly  to  this  manor,  when  in  :he  hands  of 
the  bifhops  of  Ely. 

'        -         The 
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The  lect  of  the  other  part  of  the  town  belongs  to 
the  hundred. 

South-Hall  MaiNor.  At  the  general  furvey  we 
find  that  the  earl  Warren  had  a  manor  in  this  town,  ' 
which  Alveva,  a  Saxon  lady,  held  in  the  Confeifor's 
time,,  of  St.  Adeldrcd's  monaflery  of  Ely.  It  was  va- 
lued at  gos.  perann.  and  there  was  a  church  belong- 
ing to  it,  which  Godric  claimed  as  belonging  to  the 
fee  of  Ralph. 

The  Cokefields  were  very  early  enfeoffed  in  this 
lordiTiip  by  the  earl  Warren  ;   for  in  the  5th  of  king 
John   the   bifliop   of  Ely,   and  Adam  de  Cokefield, 
owed  to  that  king  two  palfreys,  to  have  a  market  here, 
on  fuch  a  day  in  the  week,  which  fliould  not  be  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  neighbouring  markets  ;   this  was 
held  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  Laurence  de  Ha- 
inelden,   of  the  family   of  the   Cokelields.     In  the 
15th  of  Edward  I.  Robert  de  Cokeficld  claimed  10 
hold  a  market  here,  once   a  week,  on  Monday,  and 
a  fair  yearly  on  the  vigil,  the  day  of,  and  the  day  after 
the  feaft  of  St.  Nicholas.     This  Robert  died   in  the 
25th  of  Edward  I.  feifed  of  this  manor,  without  ilfue, 
and  Joan,  his  fifler,   was  his  heir.     This  Joan  was 
probably  the  wife   of  William  de   Bello-Campo,  or 
Beanchamp,  who  in  the  7th  of  Edwaid  11.  gave  half 
a  mark  for  licence   to  ag;ree   widi  William  de  Wen- 
grave  for  the  manors  of  Feltwell,  with  Moukon,  and 
Waldingfield,  in  Suffolk,  all  held  by  Robert  de  Coke- 
ficld, and  accordingly  in  the  fame  year  a  fine  was  le- 
vied of  this  manor,  and  they  weie  ail  fettled  on  Wil- 
liam de  Beauchamp. 

In  the  25th  of  Edward  III,  this  manor  was  held  by 
fir  William  Beauchamp,  of  the  caftle  of  Acre,  by  one 
knight's  fee.     Alter  this  we  find  ic  in  the  hands  of 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth  Lutterell,  who  had  a  grant:  of  frce-wanen 
here,  and  in  Mouhon,  8cc.  about  the  47th  of  Edward 
lil.  This  EHzabcth  was  the  reh<9;  of  Iir  Andrew  Lut- 
terell, and  daughter  of  Hugh  Courtney,  earl  of  De- 
vonfliire,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Hum- 
phry de  Bohuii,  earl  of  Hereford  ;  (he  purchafed  this 
manor  of  fir  John  de  Chevereflon.  After  this  it  came 
into  the  family  of  the  VVoodhoufes,  and  was  in  that 
family  in  the  6ih  year  of  queen  Elizabeth.,  and  conti- 
nued fo  till  about  the  year  1730,  when  it  was  fold  to 
Mr.  Brewfter,  of  Brandon,  in  Suffolk. 

Dunton's  Manor.  Out  of  that  part  of  the  town 
which  the  earl  Warren  held,  bcfides  the  manor  of 
South-hall,  fevcral  other  little  lordfhips  had  their  rife, 
am.ongll  thefe  was  the  lordQiip  of  Dunton,  lo  called 
from  a  family  of  that  name.  Hugh  Dunton  pur- 
chafed lands  here  of  John  Godging,  in  the  5  2d  of 
Henry  ML  and  in  the  11th  of  Edward  1.  other 
lands  of  Hueh  Glive,  of  >>lcthvvoId. 

In  the  1  Sth  of  Edward  III.  fir  William  de  Doniton 
was  lord.  After  this  it  came  to  the  Mundcfords,  and 
about  the  sot'a  of  queen  Elizabeth  Francis  Munde- 
ford  had  livery  of  this  manor,  and  thole  of  VVendling- 
Abbots,  and  Spinvilles,  in  this  town. 

On  the  death  of  fir  Edmund  Mundeford,  fon  of  the 
aforefaid  Edmund,  in  1643,  '^'^'  ^"'-^  ^^'^^  aforefaid 
manors  of  VVendling-Abbots,  and  Spinvilles,  came  to 
Simon  Smith,  of  Winfton,  in  Norfolk,  gent,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  filler  by  the  whole  blood  to  the  laid  fir 
Edmund,  who  died  without  ilTue.  From  Smith  it 
came  to  the  Fleetvv-oods,  and  was  pofTelfcd  by  Smith 
Fleetwood,  efq.  fon  of  Charles  Fleetwood,  efq.  and 
Frances  his  wife,  probably  the  daughter  of  Simon 
•   Smith,  which  Smith  Fleetwood  was  baptifed  at  F'elc- 

well 
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well  en  the  sgih  of  July,  1647,  and  by  Mary,  daugli* 
tor  of  fiv  John  Hartop,  ban.  had  Smiih  Fleetwood, 
cfq.  his  eldcft  Ton.  and  Charles  Meetwood ;  by  one 
of  them  it  was  fold  to  Ruben  jacomb,  c{q. 

SriNviLL'r's  Manof,  fo  called  from  a  family  of 
that  name,  was  part  of  the  earl  Wairen's  lee.  Willi- 
am de  Spinville  held  half  a  fee  of  that  earl  when  an 
aid  ^vas  granted  to  Henry  HI.  on  the  marriage  of  his 
;Gfler  to  the  empeior.  Afterwards  it  came  to  the 
IVIundefords  about  the  end  of  Edward  III.  and  paflcd, 
as  has  been  obfervcd,  in  the  manor  of  Dunton. 

Wlndlinc-Abbots  Manor  was  alfo  part  of  the 
carl  Warren's  fee,  and  held  by  Baldwin  de  Manners 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  After  this  it  came  to  the 
abbey  of  Wendling,  in  Norfolk,  and  by  the  inqnillti- 
ons  made  in  the  20Lh  of  Edward  III.  it  appears  that  the 
abbot  of  Wendling,  the  lord  W^illiam  de  la  Zouch, 
and  John  de  T\  dd,  held  half  a  fee  here  of  the  earl 
Warren,  late  Baldwin  de  Manners.  In  this  abbey  it 
continued  till  the  dilTolution,  when  it  came  to  the 
Mundcfords,  and  has  palled,  as  has  been  oblcived,  in 
the  manor  of  Dunton. 

In  J  428  the  temporalities  of  the  abbey  in  this  town 
were  valued  at  3I.  13s.  yd.  ob. /;.  a. 

East-Hai  L,  alias  Rroomhili.  Manor,  was  alfo  a 
lii'.le  loidlhip  belonging  to  the  carl  Warren's  fee,  and 
held  of  that  earl,  loon  after  the  conqucfl,  by  the  anci- 
ent family  of  Dc  Pla^s,  of  Wceiing,  by  the  fcj  vice  of 
half  a  knight's  fee,  v/ith  a  lil'hcry  in  Fcltwell  water, 
held  of  the  cafllc  of  Acre.  In  the  Gth  of  Richard  11. 
iir  John  Plays  made  feveral  deeds  of  feollmcnt  of  this 
manor  to  \Villiam  Beauchamp,  iscc.  in  order  to  fettle 
it  on  the  priciy  of  Broorahill ;  and  in  the  23th  of  that 

king 
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kingtliere  was  licence  of  mortmain  granted.  In  that 
lioufc  it  remained  till  the  difToLution,  and  was  tlini 
given  by  Henry  VI 1 1,  lo  cardinal  Woollcy,  and  on 
his  attainder,  reverting  to  the  crown,  it  was  granted 
to  Chrifl.  s  college,  in  Cambridge,  by  way  oF  ex- 
change, and  in  that  college  it  ftill  continues,  being 
leafed  out  by  the  fociety. 

Stigand  archbiuiop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  lord 
of  ?vlethvvo]d,  at  the  conouefl  had  fixtv  acres  of  land 
belonging  to  that  manor,  which  extended  into  this 
town  ;  this  after  the  conquefl.  was  feized  by  the  king, 
and  at  the  furvey  \vas  kept  for  him  by  William  dc 
Noicrs,  but  foon  after  the  Concjueror  ga\'e  it  to  the 
earl  Wairen,  and  fo  it  became  part  of  his  fee. 

Tvdd's  Manor,  fo  called  from  a  family  of  that 
name,  was  alio  a  part  of  the  earl  "Warren's  fee,  being 
held  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  by  John  de  Tydd, 
and  foon  after  it  came  to  the  Mundefords,  and  paficd 
in  the  manor  of  Dunton. 

The  Mundefords  of  FehwcU,  were  a  younger 
branch  of  the  fainily  of  Hockwold. 

Befidcs  the  manors  above-mentioned,  Fotheringhay 
college,  in  NoithamptonQiire,  had  confiderabie  lands 
here,  part  ol  which  Edward  VI.  by  letters  patent, 
dated  June  8,  in  his  fcventh  vear,  granted  licence  to 
fir  Richard  Lcc,  to  alienate  a  moiciv  of  Rcdmorc,  be- 
ing a  moiety  of  164  acres,  Iving  in  Feltwell,  liilgav, 
and  Southrev,  in  Norfolk,  and  Lakcnheath,  in  Suf- 
folk, wiih  the  rights  of  fiflieiy  in  thole  towns,  and 
the  moiety  of  all  that  lode,  called  Barlode,  and 
the  moiety  of  twenty-five  acres  of  marfli,  called  Nor- 
lands, to  Nicholas  Bacon,  cfci.  and  in  the  3Sth  of 
C  queen 
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queen  Elizabeth  fir  Robert  Wingficld  died   fcifcd  of 
this  moieiy. 

The  other  part  v/as  held  bv  fir  Ricliard  Lee,  and 
conveyed  by  him  in  the  id  of  queen  Marv  to  fir  Arn- 
brofe  Jermyn,  o(  Runibrook.  in  Suffolk  ;  and  on 
December  i,  in  the  2^th  of  Elizabtth,  fir  Robert 
Jermyn  had  licence  to  alienate  it  to  Hcnrv  Warner, 
efq.  061ober  16,  in  the  21ft  of  Charles  I.  Menry 
Warner,  efq.  died  polfelfed,  as  it  is  (aid,  of  the  manor 
of  Redmorc,   the  whole  town  being  then  in  him. 

The  monks  of  Caflle  Acre  alfo  liad  lands  in  this 
village  of  the  gift  of  Adam  de  Cokeficld,  about  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.  and  this  priory  was  taxed  in 
J428  ior  their  temporalities  here  at  29s.  8d. 

Here  is  a  fair  kept  on  the  20th  of  November. 

St.  Nicholas's  church  fiands  at  the  weft  and  of  the 
town,  and  is  a  fmall  pile  of  flint  and  pebbles,  in 
length  about  thirty-fix  feet,  and  in  breadth,  together 
with  the  north  and  fouth  ailes,  about  foriv-eighr, 
and  covered  with  lead. 

On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  nave  are  letters  wrouc,ht 
in  ftone,  in  memory  of  Jo/m  Do,  and  Thomas  Dcj, 
benefa^ois  to  that  woik. 

The  chancel  is  in  length  about  twenty  fcven  feet, 
and  fcventeen  in  breackh,  and  is  covered  with  thatch. 
Againft  the  end  of  the  nave  is  a  little  tower,  round  at 
bottom,  and  oiftangular  at  top,  in  which  hang  five 
fmall  bells  ;  this  church  was  repaired,  and  in  a  good 
meafure  re-edified  in  1494.  On  May  6.  in  that  year, 
an  indulgence  was  granted  for  rhat  purpofe,   which, 

with 
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wall  the  bells  in  the  tower,  was  lately  deflroycd  by  a 
iaddea  Hic. 

We  learn  from  the  Norwich  Doom fd ay-book,  that 
the  reftor  then  had  a  houfe  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  iliac  the  patro?ia'^e  of  the  church  was  in  the  fee 
of  Elv.     l!e.e  is  a  houfe  and  twelve  acres  of  glebe. 

The  reel  or  in  his  anfwer  to  king  James's  queries 
obfcrves,  that  there  were  in  1603  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  con.municants  in  this  parifh. 

Richard  Davenport,  rector,  was  ejected  before 
iG^o  by  the  long  parliament,  but  lived  to  be  re- 
flored. 

In  1732  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Virtue  was  prefented 
by  the  bifliop  of  Ely :  his  grandfon  had  bequeathed 
to  him  by  the  late  Dr.  Thurilon,  M.,  D.  fellow  of 
Gonville  and  Caius  college,  legacies,  it  is  faid,  to 
the  amount  of  30,000!. 

This  re^lory  is  valued  at  igl.  in  the  king's  boohs. 
In  1774  the  Rev.  Rayner  Belhnan  was  prcfentcd  to 
this  rectory  by  the  bifbop  of  Elv. 

St.  IMarv's  church  Is  a  regular  pile  of  flint,  boulder, 
S.C.  confiiliug  of  a  nave,  a  north  nnri  foiuh  aiic, 
Nvith  a  cliancei  covered  with  lead;  tlic  roof  of  the 
nave  is  of  oak,  and  on  the  principals  of  It  are  the 
elhgies  of  fevcral  religious;  the  roof  is  fapported  by 
pillars  formed  of  four  pilailers  of  itone  joined  toge- 
ther, making  ten  bandlome  arches,  five  on  each  lide, 
with  as  many  windows  over  them.  At  the  well  end 
of  the  nave  Hands  a  large  and  lofty  fquare  tower  of 
Iree-lione,  embattled  with  four  pmnacles  ;  under  the 
C  2  battlements 
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battlements  are  the  arms  of  Mundcforcl,  and  Flncliani, 
foundeis  of  thai  building. 

On  the  pa\  cmcnt,  as  you  nfccnd  the  nave,  lies  a 
marble  gravc-ftone,  and  on  it  a  brais  plate,  thus  in- 
Icribcd, — Orate  pro  animabus  Ojbcrli  Mundcfurd,  jdii 
Ade  Mundfford,  et  Elnaheih  conjorlis  Jui,  qui  quidem 
Ofuerlus  obijt  primo  die  men/is  Jnnuarij,  anno  Dni. 
MCCCCLxxix. — And  on  a  fiiicld  of  brals  the  arms  of 
Mundeford. 

On  another, — Ovale  pro  ajiimahus  Ade  Mundeford, 
anmgeri,  el  I'Jjeline  nxoris  ejus,  qui  quidem  Adam  obijt 
Jexto  die  menjii  Martij,  anno  Dni.  mcccclxiii.  (hioruni 
animabus  propitietur  Deus,  Amen. 

On  a  third, — Orate  pro  animabus  Francifci  He! he  de 
Mildenhale,  armij^en,  et  Gracie  iixoris,  qui  quidem  Fran- 
cifcus  ohijt  IV  die  Janu.  anno  Dni.  mcccclxx. — And 
on  a  fliicld,  Hethe,  impaling  Teye. 

At  the  end  of  this  aile,  on  the  right  hand,  againfl 
the  chancel  wall,  is  a  little  marble  compartment,  with 
the  effigies  of  a  man  in  armour,  and  this  epitaph, — 
IIic  jacct  Frdncijcus  Mundeford,  armiger,  Jilius  primvge- 
?nlus  OJherti  Mundeford,  armig.  ex  Brigetta  uxore  fiia, 
qui  Francifcus   obiit  fine  cxitu  i°  Januarij,    anno   Dm. 

MDXC. 

Near  the  flonc  flair- cafe  that  leads  to  the  old  rood- 
loft,  and  on  the  crofs  pavement,  lies  an  old  grey 
marble  ftonc,  with  the  portraiture  of  a  woman  in 
brafs,  counting  her  beads,  and  on  a  plate  this, — Orale 
pro  anifua  Margarele  Mundeford,  quondam  conforlis 
Irancifco  Mundeford,  armig.  que  obijt  xxvi°.  die  menfn 
Maij,  anno  Dni.  mcccccxx.  C'jus  a?iime  pi-opitictur 
Deus,  Amen. 

At 
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At  the  end  of  the  faid  nave,  on  the  left  hand, 
ap;ain[l  the  chancel  wall,  is  a  neat  marble  compart- 
ment,  ornamented  with  three  imall  arches,  and  in 
them  the  ch'igies  of  Ofl^eit  Mundeford,  cf(].  in  ar- 
mour, his  helmet  before  him,  and  his  two  wives,  all 
on  their  knees.  Motto,  SOTES,  LOYAL  ET  LOYAL. 
Over  the  cfiigies  of  his  fii ft  wife  is  the  afoiefaid  quar- 
tered fliield,  impaling  quarterly,  i.  Townfbcnd,  2. 
Haywell,  3.  Brewfe,  and  4.  LJiford.  Over  the  efH- 
gies  of  his  (econd  vvife,  Mundcford,  impaling  quar- 
terly, I .  Spelman,  2.  Narburgh,  3.  Froyk,  and  4. 
Sturgeon.  On  the  body  of  the  monument, — Hie 
jactc  0/herlus  Mi/ndejord,  aniu'ger,  qui  primo  duxit  Mar- 
gar  clam,  filinm  Johannis,  Jilij  ct  hciredis  Domini  Rogeri 
Townefende  miiilis,  pojlea  Bngellam  unam  Jiliarum  Do- 
mini JoJian.  Spilman,  de  jVaiiurgli,  mihtis,  et  ex  prima 
itxore  exitum  habuit  unicam  fiiiam,  ex  Jecunda,  filios 
jVovan.  ei  films  quinque,  qui  OJheriiis  ob/jt  28°  die  menfis 
Julij,  anno  Dni.  1580,   (rAat.Jua:  73.  ■ 

In  the  \vindows  of  the  nave  on  the  north  fide  are 
the  fhields  quarterly  of  Southwell,  &c.  On  the 
fouth  fide  de  Grey,  of  Mertan,  Manning  quarterly, 
and  Tey. 

On  the  pavement  of  the  chancel  lies  a  black  mar- 
ble ftone, — hi  Afanorv  of  John  IVace,  gent,  who  died 
Feb.  3,    1672, — with  his  fhield. 

Near  this  lies  another, — hi  memory  oj  Catherine 
Wace,  who  died  April  1  J ,  16-g. 

Againfl  the  fouth  wall  of  the  altar  are  three  curious 
flone  arches  and  feats  for  the  bifliop,  prieft,  and  dea- 
con, and  at  the  head  of  them  an  arch  for  the  holy 
water ;  in  the  north  wall  is  a  cupboard,  once  a  re- 
pofitory  for  relicks. 

C  3  When 
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When  the  carl  Warren  at  ihc  conquen  took  j'ofrcf- 
fion  of  that  lordfbip  which  Alvcva  held,  the  patron- 
age of  this  church,  which  Ciodiic  laid  claiiii  to,  came 
to  him,  and  was  gi\en  by  him,  or  one  of  his  delccn- 
dants,  to  the  abbey  of  Lcvvcs.  in  Sulfex,  and  we  find 
fiom  Norwich  Doomfday-book,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  it  was  in  the  patronage  of  that  abbey,  and 
tliC  re^lor  had  a  houle  and  forty  acres  of  land. 

In  1303,  Nov.  21,  the  rcclor  was  prefented  by  the 
biOiop  of  Norwich,  the  prior  of  I  ewes  being  then 
excommunicated  ;  and  John  carl  Watrcn  had  the 
patronage  of  all  the  benefices  belonging  to  the  abbey 
of  Lewes  granted  him  by  the  king,  who  on  account 
of  his  wars  with  France  feized  the  priory  aliens 
(of  which  this  was  one)  into  his  own  hands. 

The  fcafl  of  the  dedication  of  this  church,  which 
VBi  ufcd  to  be  kept  annually  on  April  14,  was  en- 
joined b'.'  the  bifiiop  of  Norwich,  in  1433,  ^^  ^'^ 
kept  for  die  future  annually  on  September  24. 

This  advowfon  was  granted  to  Thomas  duke  of 
Norfolk  on  December  22,  in  the  2gth  of  Henry  VllJ. 
Robert  prior  of  Lewes  furrendered  it  to  the  king  in 
diC  fa  id  year.  The  reflor,  John  Holland,  made  a 
very  remaikabic  leafe  of  this  reftory,  which  was  con- 
firmed  by  the  duke,  die  bifhop,  and  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Norwich,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  Octo- 
ber 10,  in  the  57th  of  Henry  VI II.  dated  Scjiteiiibcr 
26,  in  the  37th  of  the  faid  king,  to  (Jeorge  Holland, 
lecrctary  to  die  faid  duke,  for  ninety-nine  years,  from 
Si.  Michael  next  enfuing,  the  faid  re<rior  icferviug  only 
12I.  per  ann.  rent,  the  dwelling  in  a  chamber,  hung, 
and  wafhing  of  liis  liiicn,  whicii  Icafe  took  accord- 
ingly tlicdl,  bound  his  fuceellors,  and  did  nut  expiic 
till  the  year  1646.     The  plea  in  ihc  jreanible  is,  in 

confideratiou 
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cnnfi-.k-ranon  of  George  Holland's  great  coft.  cliarg;c£ , 
arci  CK-penccs,  which  he  had  been  at  in  the  pai  {bn- 
a^je,  and  a! To  hereafter  intended  to  be  at,  about  the 
cdifving,  building,  and  repairing  of  the  dwelling 
and  manrion-houfe  of  the  faidreflory;  and  the  afore- 
faid  redor  was  obliged  to  fer\e  the  cure,  or  caufe  it 
to  be  ferved,  the  aforefaid  Geoige  paying  the  penfion 
of  5I.  IDS.  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  due  formerly  to 
the  priories  of  Lewes  and  Caflle  Acre,  and  4d.  per 
ann.  rent  of  affize  to  ChrifVs  College,  in  Cambridge, 
alfo  the  tenths,  fynodals,  procurations,  and  repairing, 
&c.  all  the  edifices. 

In  1603  it  was  certified  to  the  king,  on  his  queries, 
that  this  church  was  ferved  by  a  curate,  the  benefice 
heretofore  prefentive  was  long  fince  leafed  by  the  in- 
cumbent, lord  biihop  and  patron,  and  is  fo  holden 
and  ferved  by  the  faid  curate,  and  that  there  were 
120  communicants  in  this  parifli. 

In  i6og,  November  23,  the  king  was  in  pofTefTion 
of  it,  being  forfeited  on  the  attainder  of  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  ill  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  and  has  ever 
fince  remained  in  the  crown. 

This  re^ory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  14I. 
17s.  3d,  ob.  tenths  il.  9s.  8d.  3q.  There  is  a  pen- 
fion paid  yearly  by  the  re61or  of  5I.  10s  to  the  duke 
of  Norfolk,  of  which  3I  per  ann.  was  paid  as  a  pen- 
fion to  the  prior  of  Lewes,  for  his  portion  of  tithes 
here,  and  was  [0  charged  in  142S;  the  other  penfion 
of  IDS.  was  paid  10  the  prior  of  Caflle  Acre  for  his 
portion,  both  which,  on  the  diffolution,  were  given 
to  the  duke  ol  Norfolk. 

Sir  Edmund  Mundeford  gave,  and  fettled  by  deed 

of  feoffment,  Sept.  10,  1642,  on  fir  Thomas  Wode- 

C  4  houfc, 
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houfe,  ban.  Sec.   and  their  heirs  and  alii2;ns,   two  fe- 
veral  parts  of  marfh,  or  fcn-pround,   in    Feltwcll ;  m 
Souih-lcn  one   containing  fix  hundred  acres,   called 
Ten- feet-ground  ;   and  the  other  containinc;-  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,   called    th.c   VVrmnage,    on   this 
trull  and  confidence,   that  from  and  after  his  dcccafe, 
when  the    faid  two  fcveral  -parts    of  maifn,   or  fen- 
ground,  fljall  be   by   means  of  draining,    ^c.   male 
ZL'orth  the  fain  of  three-fcore  pounds    per    ann.    then 
20 1,  of  the  vearlv  iffues  and   profits    thereof  fliall  be 
difpofed  vearlv   in    buying   of  Irize,  or  fome  oihcr 
cloathing,   to  be  difbibured  unto,   and   amongfl   the 
poorer  fort  of  people   inhabiting  in    Feltwell,   which 
ha\e  heretofore  been  born,  orfiiall  be  boi n  in  Felt^vclJ, 
and  the  refidue  of  the  yearly   profits,  viz.   40I,    fhall 
be  difpofed  yearly  for  and  towards  the  maintenance 
of  a  free-fchool  in  the  faid  town,   for  tlic  teaching  of 
the   children  of  the  inhabitants  gramir.ar,    and  other 
learning,   freely;  and  if  the  faid  lands  fhould  become 
worth  more  then  60I.  per  ann.  the  furplufage  fhall  be 
retained  and  kept  by  the  fcolTccs,    till   the   lame  (hall 
amount  (.0  fo  nmch  as  the  faid  feolfcrs,   or  their  fuc- 
ccffors,    raav    purchafe     therewith    foiue    convenient 
ground  in  FcUwell,  with  a  convenient   houi'^e  there- 
upon, or  elfe  to  build  one,   for   an   alms-houfe    for 
the  placing  and  dwelling  of  poor,  aged,  and  impotent 
people  therein,   inhabiting   in  Feltwell  aforcfaid,   and 
then   the   furplulage   above    60I.    per  ann.   fliall    be 
yearly  bcflowed  amongd  the  poor  people  of  the  faid 
ahns-lioafe. 

Mr.  Fylomndd  gives  us  a  lifl  of  burials  and  mar- 
riages, andobfcrves,  that  "  the  regiRcrs  in  chuichcs 
were  firft  appointed  to  be  kept  in  133S,  Juil  upon  the 
difftjlution  of  monaderics,  and  fmce  that  time  ha\e 
proved  fome  of  our  bell  helps  towards  the  prcferving 
uf  hillory ;  thcjr  ufc  (as   a  learned  bifliop   ob(erves) 

might 
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miglit  be  of  a  {niihcr  extttnt,  if  caie  was  taken  to  re- 
gidci  ihc  moil  rciuaikablc  octuncnces  relating  to  the 
pnhiic  covicerns  o(  ihe  Icvcral  pariOics,  fuch  as  reco- 
veries oi  benefactions,  properties  in  feats,  or  ailcs, 
lights  of  advovvfon,  Jvc.  But  it  will  be  our  everlafl- 
ing  reproach,  if  (inrt-ead  of  thus  improving  the  p;ood 
defigns  of  our  anceftors  for  the  continuance  of  theiu 
names  and  memories)  we  omit  even  that  part  of  our 
dutv  which  is  now  enjoined  by  an  eccleliafiical,  as 
\\'cl)  as  civil  authority,  and  record  matters  in  clmrch 
books  alter  fuch  a  manner  as  ^viiI  only  ferve  to  ren- 
der theni  monuments  of  our  negligence;  for  (ince 
\uQ\n\^ii\o\'\s  pojt  mortem  are  now  taken  away  by  the 
flatutc  of  J  2  Car.  II.  the  entries  in  thefe  books  are 
now  become  the  chief  evidences  to  prove  pedigrees, 
and  defcents,  on  which  titles  to  ellates  do  often  de- 
pend. Therefore  it  behoves  all  redors,  vicars,  &c. 
to  be  careful  in  this  cafe,  and  not  to  commit  fuch 
books  into  the  hands,  and  much  more  to  the  trail: 
and  keeping  of  illiterate  perfons,  on  any  account 
w  haLC\'er ;"  to  which  necciiary  admonition  wc  \  cry 
lieartilv  iublciibe. 

This  populous  and  extenfivc  village  is  inhabited  bv 
about  1  000  fouls,  who  are  chiefly  emploved  in  hul- 
bandry  and  embanking.  A  very  large  diflricl  of  the 
Ijcdford  South  Level  belongs  to  this  town. 

In  177S  tlie  Rev.  Henry  Pritchajd  was  prefented 
to  the  re6iory  of  Feitwell  St.  Mary  by  his  preicnt 
majelly,  George  111. 

HOCKVVOLD  flands  at  the  fouih-wea  point  of 
this  hundred,  clofe  north  of  the  little  Oule,  near  the 
great  Level  of  the  lens  ;  it  belonged,  together  with 
N'lltcn,  (to  which  it  now  joins,  and  of  which  it  was 
then  a  part)  to  Alveva,  a  Saxon  hdy,  in  die  reign  of 

the 
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the  ConfcfTor;  at  the  ftirvey  William  earl  Warren 
was  lord;  in  the  Confellor's  time  they  vvcre  valued 
at  61.  [)cr  ann.  at  the  furvcy  at  lol.  and  were  both  one 
leuca  long,  and  half  a  one  broad,  and  paid  together 
i-jd.  of  the  20S.  gelt.  It  occurs  in  the  furvey  by  the 
n^me  of  Hocuuella  ;  Hoc,  or  Hoke,  fignifies  a  dirty 
low  fiti  aiio?i,  a  vale,  fometimcs  an  angle,  nook,  or 
corner,  and  VVella,  a  place  or  fpiing  of  water  ;  the 
oilier  name,  Hockwold,  rel.ucs  toils  fcite,  in  refpe^i 
of  ISorthwoId  and  Metluvold, 

Fulk  dc  Beaufo  was  lord  of  this  town,  and  Wil- 
ton, in  the  reign  of  king  John,  which  he  held  of  the 
call  Warren  ;  this  Fulk  having  no  heirs  male,  ihefc 
townfliips  were  divided  amongfl;  his  four  daughters, 
one  (4  whom,  Agatha,  married  to  in  Robert  Aguil- 
]nn,  liad  alfo  four  daughters  and  co-heirs;  i.  Aga- 
iJia,  who  married  fir  Adam  de  CokeHeld;  2.  Ifabel, 
mat  lied  to  Luke  de  Poinings;  [j.  Margery,  to  fir 
Giles  Argcnton,  and  :-ifter  to  Jordan  to  Sackville;  and 
4.  Joan,  to  Ralph  Fitz-Bcrnard.  knt.  which  ftill  oc- 
cafioned  a  fui:licr  divifion  of  the  townfhip,  as  will 
appear    fioui   the  luUowirjg : 

PoTMNGS  ^F•^^"OR,  Sir  Robert  Aguillon  held  a 
JordQiip  in  thele  towns  in  the  soili  ot  hdward  111. 
v\hen  an  aid  was  granted  to  that  king.  In  the  3d  of 
Fdwaid  I.  (ir  Luke  de  Poinings",  who  married  Ifa- 
bel, daughter  and  co-heir  of  fir  Robert  Aguillon, 
had  a  loidlhiji  here,  and  claimed  the  affize  of  bread 
and  beer.  In  the  1  ft  of  Fdward  III.  Michael  dc 
Foinings  feitlcd  on  i  homas,  his  fbn,  the  advowfon 
ol  Hockwold,  and  Wilton  ;  Michael  lord  Poinings 
by  deed,  dated  before  Calais,  July  20,  134/,  granted 

his 

*  Ihis  Luke  had  alfo  lh«  (hare,  or  part,  of  Joan,  married  to 
Fltz-Lcrnard. 
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his  crcft  of  a  cltnTmi's  hcnd  between  two  wings  er- 
mine to  fir  Sicplicn  de  Valoynes,  knt.  about  the 
lame  time  that  that  lord  had  a  grant  from  Edward  HI. 
of  two  hundred  marks  a  year,  for  the  better  fupport 
of  ilie  honor  of  a  banneret,  ^v■hich  he  received  of 
die  king. 

hi  the  4th  of  Richard  II.  Richard,  fccond  fon  of 
Michael  lord  Poinings,  was  lord;  he  was  one  of  thofe 
noblemen  who  accompanied  John  duke  ot  Lancafier 
into  Spain,  in  the  9th  of  the  faid  king,  and  had  a 
protedion  on  that  account. 

After  this  it  was  held  bv  fir  Edward  Poinings,  lord 
warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  who  prelented  to  it)c 
church  of  Hockwold  in  1497,  and  died  on  the  Qoth 
of  Oc'Jlobcr,  in  the  13th  of  Henry  VIII.  Henry  earl 
of  Northumberland  was  then  found  his  coufin  and 
next  heir,  his  grandfather  having  married  Eleanor, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Richaid  Poinings,  eldefl;  ion  of 
Robert  hjid  Poinings  ;  which  Richa;d  died  in  1450, 
before  his  father,  and  the  aforefaid  earl  had  livery  of 
it  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VIII.  but  in  the  sift  of  that 
king  a  fine  was  levied  between  Robert  Ratcliff,  vif- 
count  Fitz-Walter,  Thomas  duke  ol  Norlolk,  George 
lord  Haftings,  fir  Richard  Walden,  knt.  Sec,  querents, 
and  Henry  earl  of  Northumberland,  defendant,  of 
this  manor,  an  aft  of  parliament  being  before  this 
p^ilfed,  that  all  the  lands  of  the  earl  of  Northumber- 
land, for  want  of  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  faid  earl, 
fliould  come  to  the  king. 

Afterwards  it  was  conveyed  by  Robert  carl  of  Suf- 
fex  to  1  homas  Tindale,  efq.  ion  of  in-  John  lindale, 
and  William  Tindale,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  iir  Tho- 
mas ;  John  Tindile,  his  brother,  luld  it  to  lir  Wil- 
liatn  Failuji. 

Clement 
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Clement  Paflon,  efc].  on  tlic  2otii  of  J.iniiarv,  in 
the  2(Jth  of  Klizabcth,  had  ihis  manor  of  Poinini^s, 
vviiii  thofe  ol  Scale's,  Mundctord's,  and  Siewkcv's.  in 
Hockwold,  and  Wilton;  and  by  an  inquifition  taken 
September  3,  1613,  after  the  death  of"  Gr  William 
Palton,  it  was  fcjuiid  that  he  had  fettled  the  aforefaid 
manors,  fevcral  marfiics  in  Feltwcll,  S^c.  by  deed, 
dated  September  30,  in  the  44th  of  Elizabeth,  on 
Bridget  Hevenlngham,  wife  of  fir  John  Hevening- 
ham,  his  grand-daughter,  after  his  own  deceafe,  and 
her  idhe  in  tail  male.  William  He^•eningham, 
efq.  fon  of  fir  John,  was  lord  in  1631,  and  prcfented 
that  year  to  the  church  of  Hockwold.  This  William 
was  one  of  the  regicides  ol  Charles  I.  and  being  at- 
tainted in  1660,  this,  with  the  manors  abovemen- 
lioned,  came  to  the  crown  ;  and  on  September  28, 
1661,  were  granted  to  Bryan  vifcount  Cullcn,  fir 
Ralph  Banks,  fir  Thomas  I'anfhaw,  knight  of  the 
baili,  Edward  Pitts,  and  Charles  Cornwallis,  efq. 
and  by  them  were  fold  to  hr  John  Crofts,  bart.  of 
W'eflow,  in  Sufiolk,  and  after  his  death,  and  that  of 
his  lady,  were  conveyed  by  her  executor,  Edward 
Proger,  efq.  gioom  of  the  king's  bed-chamber,  to  lir 
Cviil  Wyche,  on  the  payment  of  1  2,oool.  Sir  Cvril 
was  fecrctary  of  flate  in  Ireland  in  th.c  reign  of  Wil- 
liam 111.  and  was  the  fon  of  lir  Peter  Wyche,  of 
London,  and  Ifabel,  his  wife,  daugiHer  of  fir  Robert 
P'olls,  of  Lincolnfliire,  which  iir  Peter  was  ambaffa- 
dor  in  Turkey,  comptroller  of  the  king's  houfhold, 
and  one  of  his  privy  council.  Sir  Cyril  dying  on 
the  o8ih  of  December,  1707,  left  this  lordfhip,  Sec. 
10  his  fon,  Jcrnn  n  Wyche,  efq.  and  it  is  now  enjoyed 
by  his  fon.  Cyril  Wyche,  efq.  who  has  a  good  agree- 
able feat,  with  gardens,  &c.  near  the  church  of 
Hockwold,  built  by  William  Heveningham,  efq. 
but  much  iiijproved  by  the  prcfent  owner. 

Scales'^ 
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ScALEs's  Manor.  Robert  de  Scales  by  his  mar- 
riage with  Margery,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs 
of  Folk  de  Beaiifoc,  had  a  part  and  lordlJiip  in  this 
town,  and  in  the  reiG;n  of  Henry  ITI.  held  tliree 
quarters  of  a  fee  in  Hockv/old  and  Wilton.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.  Robert  lord  Scales  held  the  fame. 
After  this  it  was  held  by  Anthony  Woodvile,  lord 
Scales,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  daughter  and  co-heir 
of  the  lord  Scales;  on  the  death  of  the  faid  Eliza- 
beth, without  iiTuc,  it  defcended  to  William  Tin- 
dale,  who  was  knighted  at  the  creation  of  Arthur 
prince  of  W'ales,  and  declared  heir  of  the  kingdom 
ol  Bohemia,  in  right  of  Margaret,  his  great-grand- 
Hiother,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Thcife,  and  niece 
to  the  king  of  Bohemia,  tlie  wife  of  fir  Simon  Fel- 
brigg,  whofe  daughter  and  heirefs.  Alana,  was  mar- 
ried to  fir  William  Tindale,  cf  Dean,  in  Nonliamp- 
tonfliire,  and  Redenhall,  in  Norfolk,  kc.  grandfa- 
ther  of  the  aforefaid  fir  William  Tindale,  of  Hock- 
wold,  who  kept  his  firft  court  here  in  the  Gth  of  Ed- 
u-ard  IV.  This  fir  William  died  February  22,  in  the 
1  2th  of  Henry  VII.  and  John  was  his  fon  and  heir, 
who  \\-as  created  knight  of  the  bath  at  the  coronation 
of  queen.  Ann  Boleyn,  and  married  Ampheiia, 
daughter  of  fir  Humphry  Conningfl^y,  one  of  the  jul- 
tices  of  the  common  pleas ;  he  was  fucceedcd  by  his 
Ion,  fir  Thomas  Tindale,  who  on  December  14,  in 
the  26th  of  Henry  VIII.  fettled  this  lordfhip  for  the 
payment  of  42I.  i-er  ann.  by  way  of  jointure,  on 
dame  Winilied,  his  fecond  wife,  and  William  '1  in- 
dale,  efci.  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Thomas,  with  liis  bro- 
ther, Jolm,  fold  it  (as  has  been  before  obicrved  in  the 
manner  of  Poinings,  to  fir  W'^illiam  Pafton)  and 
fo  it  came,  as  above,  to  Cyril  Wyche,  eiq.  the  pre- 
fent  lord. 

Mundeford's 
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Mt'N'DFford's  M^nor.  In  tlif  *;6!h  of  ricnrv 
III.  Adam  de  Miuidefoid  Lad  lands  here,  and  in 
WiUon,  and  Mundcford. 

In  die  reign  of  Edward  I.  jf">lin  Miindeford  held  in 
Ilockwold,  and  W'ilton,  three  quarters  of  a  fee  of  ihe 
carl  Warren,  which  was  given  him  by  Thomas  de  In- 
galdedhorpe,  who  mairiedjoan,  one  of  the  daughters 
pnd  co-heirefiTes  of  l-ulk.  de  Bcanfoe,  the  afoiclaid 
John  having  married  Sibill,  daughter  of  the  faid 
Thomas. 

In  this  family  the  manor  remained  fome  time  ;  they 
had  a  houfe  here,  and  feveral  of  chcm  were  buried  in 
the  church  of  Hockwold,  and  erave  connderablc  dona- 
tions  to  the  feveral  pariQies  ihey  had  an  intereft  in. 

Ofbert,  his  fon  and  heir,  fucccedcd,  and  by  his  will 
dated  at  Hockwold,  O6iober4,  1456,  and  proved  the 
20th  of  December  following,  he  bequcadis  his 
liody  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  Hockwold  St. 
Peter's,  before  the  chancel  door,  and  gives  to  the 
churches  of  Hockwold,  Wilton,  Mundefjrd,  Ead- 
l.exham.  Norton,  by  F.kcnham.in  Norfolk,  and  Ear- 
row,  in  SufTolk,  ts.  8d.  a-piecc,  and  feven  maiks  to 
be  difliibutcd  among  the  poor  of  f'ockwold,  Wilton, 
Mundcford,  Feliwell,  Meihwold,  North  wold,  Crane- 
wyz,  and  Wteting,  for  a  feafl  at  his  burial;  to  the 
guild,  or  fraicrnity  of  Hockwold  St.  Peter,  6s.  8d.  to 
that  of  St.  Marv  of  Wectin<^,  6s.  8d.  and  the  faid  fum 
to  St.  Margart  ts  of  Norton.  To  Margaret  his  \a  ife,  a 
chamber  in  his  houfe  at  llockvvold,  fur  her  and  her 
maid,  and  12  marks  yearly;  alio  meat,  drink,  wood, 
and  candle,  out  of  the  iffucs  of  his  manors  in  the  faid 
towns,  and  the  moiety  of  his  houfhuld  goods  for  life, 
the  remainder  to  Ofbert  his  fon,  and  Elizabeth  his 
daughter;  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ofbert  his  fon, 

20  fhccp 
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Qo  fiiccp  ;  to  Eilcllna,  wife  of  Adaip.,  his  biother,  20 
fbcc{> ;  io  Adam,  lils  brother,  48L  per  arjn.  ouLol  his 
luanor  oflianovv,  in  Sullolk. 

The  lad  was  Ofbcrt  de  Mundeford,  and  he  dving 
without  iiluc  male,  IcCt  onlv  a  dauj^hter  and  hcirtis, 
who  being  married  to  fir  Wilham  1  indale,  knig'ir  of 
the  bath,  fwho  died  in  the  1  edi  of  Henry  VII.) 
brought  this  lordfhip  into  the  family  ;  from  ^vhich  it 
palFcd,  as  is  before  ihewn,  to  die  pieient  lorj,  Cvril 
Wyche,  efq. 

The  Mundefords  were  of  an  ancient  and  noble  ex- 
tradion,  defcended  (as  it  is  laid)  from  Hugh  de 
Moutfort,  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  armv  of 
duke  Wilham  (afterwards  king  of  England;  againit 
Henry  king  of  France  in   1034. 

In  the  igdi  of  Richard  II.  John  de  Mundeford 
was  loid  of  Felmingham,  in  right  of  Joan  his  wife, 
rcli^ll  of  Roger  Roys,  efq.  and  was  one  of  ihofe  gen- 
tlemen of  ancient  coat  armour  who  were  appointed  as 
parr,  of  the  20  iances  out  of  this  county,  feiu  to  Henry 
V.  mto  i- ranee. — Raghians  Bag,  in  the  exchequer. 

Carle's  Manor.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  John 
Carle,  and  John  de  Hockwoid,  held  one  quarter  of  a 
fee  of  Adaui  de  Cokehcld,  and  Andrew  de  Sack- 
ville,  which  canie  to  them  by  Agatha  and  Maraeiv, 
two  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Aguillon.  In  the 
gth  of  Edward  11.  John  de  Hockwoid  was  returned  as 
lord;  but  in  the  20th  of  Edward  ill.  Roger  Potevs, 
and  Richard  Horn,  held  here,  and  in  Wilton,  one 
quarter  of  a  fee,  which  was  John  Carle's,  and  John 
de  Hockwold's.  After  this,  in  the  34th  of  Elcnry 
VIII.  Edmund  Prat  had  it,  and  died  lord  ;  and  in 
1630  Ofberi  Prat.      After  tliis  it  was  fold  to  the  inaf- 

ter 
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ter  and  fellows  ofC'nius  coHcl'c,  in  Catribiidc;c,  nnd 
is  now  held  by  Cyul  Wychc,  clq.  by  Icalc  iioiii  ihac 
fociciy. 

Cokkfield's,  alias  Ellincham's,  or  Allfn's  M a- 
^0R.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Adam  de  Ccikc- 
ficld,  and  Andrew  de  Sackvillc,  held  diree  quarters  of 
a  Ice  in  Hockwold,  and  Wilton,  of  the  carl  Warren, 
and  the  carl  of  the  king. 

In  tlie  qth  of  Edward  II.  John  de  Cokefield,  by 
deed,  dated  on  Wednefdav  before  the  feafl:  of  St.  Bar- 
naby,  in  the  loth  of  the  laid  king,  granted  to  William 
Batemari,  citizen  of  Norwich,  this  manor  in  Wil- 
ton and  Hockwold,  with  the  advovvfon  of  the  church 
of  Hockwold.  In  the  29ih  of  Henry  III.  Roger  Po- 
teys  was  lord. 

In  the  3d  of  Richard  II.  John  Wright,  of  Hock- 
void,  and  Sibill  his  wife,  daughter  of  Agnes  Poteys, 
and  Joan,  daughter  of  Catherine  Poteys,  iiller  of  the 
laid  Agnes,  granted  to  Ofl^ert  Mundcford  this  ma- 
nor, which  John  de  Ellingham,  and  Enmia  his  wife, 
held  for  her  life,  on  the  death  of  John  Poteys  their 
coufm.  In  1453  J^'^^"  Alleyn  died  lord,  lu  the 
1  oth  of  Elizabeth  it  was  held  by  Thomas  Watts.  In 
the  2 1  ft  of  James  I.  Francis  Baxter,  of  Stanford-Ri- 
A-ers,  in  EfTex,  was  lord,  who  in  1O31  conveyed  it  to 
Thomas  Hcyward,  gent,  for  2400I.  and  Hey^vard,  in 
ihefameyear,  conveyed  part  of  it  to  Richard  "Eyrrell, 
gent,  and  part  to  William  Rolph,  and  it  is  now  pof- 
kiied  by  Cyril  Wyche,  cfq. 

Si  lAVKEv,  or  Stifkfv's  Manor.  Thomas  de  In- 
galdcfthorpe,  by  deed,  dated  Auguft  20,  in  the  Sth  of 
Edwaid  II.  gave  to  John  de  Mundefoid  his  manor  of 
S'.cwkcy,    iu  \\  ikon,  and  Hockwold,  being  the  fourth 

part 
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jiart  of  the  faid  tovvnfliips,  with  the  advowrdn  of  the 
church  of  Hockwold.  Tliis  was  held  in  the  lame  Fa- 
mily till  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  Ofbert  dc  Mun- 
deford,  brouc^ht  it  to  fir  William  Tindale,  froul  wdionl 
it  palled  to  Paflon,  Heveninghaiii,  Sec.  and  is  now  en- 
joyed by  Cyril  Wychc,  efq. 

The  temporalities  of  the  abbcfs  of  ElRowe  were 
valued  at  13s. 

The  priorefs  and  nuns  of  Thetford  had  a  moor 
here,  and  a  fifhery,  which,  on  the  diffolution,  came  to 
Joim  Eyrcy  e(q.  who  fold  it  in  the  3Sth  of  Henry  VIII. 
to  Thomas  Tindale,  efq.  and  lb  it  became  annexed  to 
tlie  lordfhip  of  this  town. 

There  Is  a  little  peddling  fair  kept  here  on  St, 
Jarfies's  day,  July  25,  which  is  the  rem'ains  of  the 
wake,  or  dedication-day  of  Wilton  church,  which  is 
dedicated  to  that  Apoftle,  as  is  before  obferved,  but  it 
is  commonly  called  Hockwold-fair. 

The  church  of  Hockwold  Is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter, 
and  has  a  fouth  aile  annexed  to  the  nave,  or  bodv, 
which  is  in  length  about  47  feet,  and  in  breadth,  with 
the  nave,  about  36  feet,  built  of  flint  and  boulder. 
On  the  pavement  lie  fevcral  marble  gravc-floncs,  in 
meraorv  of  the  Muuuefords,  but  the  brafs  plates  are 
all  reaved.  At  the  well  end  f^ands  a  four-fquare 
tower  of  flint,  8cc.  acforned  with  quoins  of  frec-ftone, 
in  which  hang  three  bells. 

In  a  north  window  of  the  nave  are  two  fbields,  one 
of  Fincham. 

The  chancel  is  of  the    fame  materials    v/ltll    the 
church,    but  covered  with   reed,    and    is  in   length 

D  aboue 
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about  ?57  feet,  and  in  bicadLli  about  23.  At  the  up-' 
};■  I  end  of  the  fouth  wall  arc  three  neat  arches  ot 
flonc,  worked  in  the  wall,  making  three  feats.  oP 
Halls,  for  bifliop,  pricft,  and  deacon;  and  at  the 
head  of  thcfc  feats  is  another  arch  for  holy  water. 
On  the  fummit  of  thcfe  arches  are  fevcral  fl:iields,  now 
daubed  o\'er  with  whiting.  Againfl  the  caft  wall  of 
the  chancel  is  a  large  marble  compartment,  with  the 
bufts  of  a  man  and  a  woman  in  alabadcr,  and  orna- 
mented with  feveral  inflruments  of  mufic,  with  two 
angels,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  monument,  and  two 
pillais  of  the  Corinthian  order.  On  die  top  is  the 
fliicld  of  WVche.  One  of  the  angels  bears  in  his 
hand  a  mulic-book,  the  other  a  fliield,  viz.  Hunger- 
ford,  and  this  inicription, Maria  Hiingeiford,  Jo- 

havnn   H^ingerford,  amuger:    ex   eadcm  jeciim  antiqua 
Jlirpe  0)  iundi,  vidua,  omnibus  virtutihus  oinala,  muniji- 
ccntia  ill  paupcres  ornatijfnna,  piam  ejjlavit  animarn,   21 
die  Augujl,  1719. 

Jenvyj}  Wyche,  nrmigcr,  Crrilli  iVychc  militis  Jilius 
qui  ii\oyem,duxit  Manaiii  Hvugoford,  iniicavi  Maiut  ct 
Jchaii:  filiam,  virtutuin  el  rei  ex  ccquo  Haredeni,  de  qua 
ties  qui  fiiperfunt,  fufcepit  lihcrcs,  vir  Pcicns,  prudenfq; 
legiim  x'indcx  acenivius,  ohijt  7  Janu.  1719.  Hoc 
vinnnor  pielalis  ct  amor  is,  ergo  pojuit  Maria  Wrch  c  Jtiia 
et  uxor. 

Againfl  the  end  of  the  north  wall  is  a  little  com- 
partment, infcribcd — To  ]Villiam  Smyth,  rcelor  -J  this 
pnrijh  of  Hoekicold,  who  died  December  28,  1665,  aged 
i)j^  years.  AndoJ  Martiia  his  wife,  loho  died  in  March, 
ibbS,  aged  52. 

Againfl  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  are  dicfe  fu- 
ijcral  atchievements;  Mcveningham  impaling — ,  and 
\\')  che  impaling  Noi7i:>. 

On 
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•  On  the  area  of  the  chancel  lies  a  black  marble 
ftone,  in  memorv  of  colonel  Arthur  Hevcningham, 
fccond  brother  of  William  Hevcningham,  of  Hevcn- 
ingham, in  Suffolk,  cfq.  \vho  died  February  20,  1657* 

Alfo  a  grey  marble,  with  the  cfFlgy  of  a  tvoman  iri 
brafs  ;  by  her  fide,  on  a  brafs  plate,  nine  children  are 
pourtrayed,  and,  on  a  plate  below,  part  of  the  epitaph 
IS  remaining,  viz. 

Qfufqnis  ens  qui  tranfierii  fa  per  lege,  plora, 
Sinn  quod  ens,  fuera77i(j  ]  quod  es,  pi  0  inc  precor,  07'di 

Ovit'is  Amfclicie  Tendall  decime  oclavo  die  7nenfisjanudr. 
an.  Dili  inillefwio  cccccxxxii.'* 

Adjoining  to  this  is  a  gravcflone,  in  memory  of 
"William  Lvng,  fcnior  fellow  of  Caius  coIlco;c,  Cam- 
bridge,  and  reclor  of  this  parifh,  who  died  January  13, 
1679,  :etat.  fuK  34,  and  his  arms. 

On  a  north  window  of  the   chancel, Oi-afe  pro 

aniinahus     Johannis     Bun anno     Do7iiini 

MCCCCCXV. 

In  the  sSth  of  Edward  I.  the  king  recovered  the 
prcfentation  againfl  Edmund  de  Cokefield,  the  heir  of 
Andrew  de  Sackville,  being  under  acre,  and  in  ward  to 
the  king;  and  in  the  7th  of  Edward  IIL  the  king  re- 
covered againfl  Margaret,  widow'  of  Michael  de 
Poinings,  by  qnare  impedit,  in  the  right  of  Robert  de 
Scales,  under  age,  and  in  ward  to  the  king. 

In  19,49  fir  Robert  Scales,  knt.  and  Ofbert  dz 
Mundeloid,  releafed  their  right  in  the  patronage  to  fir 
Michael  de  Poinings,  in  which  lamilv  it  long  re- 
mained, 

D  2  Norwich 
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Norulch  Doomrdav-book  tells  ns,  that  fir  I.ukc 
de  Poinings  Iiad  two  turns,  fir  Adam  de  Cokcficid 
die  third,  and  fir  Reginald  de  Argcnicin  the  fourth  j 
and  that  there  was  a  houfe  and  40  acres  of  land,  8cc. 

In  1663  aM  the  four  porticns,  or  turns,  were  con- 
solidated; and  Aueuft,  16,  1 744,  the  fame  were 
confolidated  with  Wilton. 

In  the  reclor's  anfwcr  to  the  king's  queries  in  1603, 
he  fays  there  were  1 73  communicants  in  this  parifh. 

This  rectory  is  valued  at  gl.  13s.  iid.  ob.  in  the 
king's  books,  and  pays  firfl  fruits  81.  14s.  4d.  3q. 
Tenths  igs.  4d.  3q. 

In  1  746  the  Rev.  William  Adamfon  was  preferited 
to  the  re^ory  of  Hockwold,  cum  Wilton,  by  Gonvile 
and  Cuius  college,  Cambridge. 

The  two  villages  of  Hockwold  and  Wilton  form  a 
flreet  of  one  mile  in  length,  and  is  well  inhabited; 
Pivine  fervicc  is  done  at  each  church  alternately. 

WILTON.  Two  miles  wcR;  of  Wccting.  and  on 
the  north  lide  of  the  litilc  Oufe,  flands  this  village, 
which  derives  its  name  from  its  fcite,  a  town  of  water, 
or  fprings.  As  it  always  had  the  fame  lords  with 
Hockwold,  from  the  Confclior's  time  to  the  prcfent, 
we  have  treated  of  the  temporal  flate  of  it  in  that 
place,  it  being  now  called  Hockwold-Wikon,  though 
in  old  writings  moic  properly  Wikon-Hockwold, 
this  being  the  head  town  of  the  two.  Doomfday-book, 
fol.  49,  tells  us,  that  the  king  had  three  borderers  in 
Wclla  (which  we  take  to  be  HocuuclU)  belonging  to 
hib  manor  of  Mcihwold. 

The 
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The  church  of  Wilton  is  dedicated  to  St.  James ;  it 
has  only  a  nave,  or  body,  with  a  chancel  built  of 
flint  and  boulder,  and  covered  with  reed;  the  nave 
is  in  length  about  fifty-fcvcn  feet,  and  thirty  in 
breadth. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  nave,  near  the  reading 
defk,  lies  a  raaible  flone,  wiih  a  brafs  plate  thus  in- 
fcribed: — Orate  pro  anima  Jokannis  Buckion,  qui  ohijt 
v",  d'u  Febr.  A".  Dni.  i\l''ccccc°xi.  et  pro  animajo- 
hanne  uxoris  ejus  quorum  anunahus propicuiur  Dais. 

At  the  vvcfl;  end  of  the  nave  (lands  a  flrong  four- 
fquare  tower  of  flint,  S:c.  with  quoins  and  battle- 
ments of  free-flone,  in  which  hang  live  bells,  and  on 
that  is  an  octangular  fpire  of  free-Hone.  The  cliancei 
is  about  thirty-eight  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-two 
in  breadth. 

Againft  the  fouth  wall  is  a  compartment  of  (lone, 
and  on  the  fummit.  Colborne  impaling  Tyrrell;  and 
under  it  an  epitaph, — To  Mary,  the  wife  of  Edivard 
Colhor?ie,fof}ie  time  of  Bramford,  in  the  county  oj  Sujjolk, 
gent,  eldefi  daughter  of  Robert  Tyrrell,  of  Wilton,  in  tht 
county  of  JVorJolk,  efq.  Jhe  died  JVovemher  30,  1683, 
agedj^^. 

On  the  north  fide  is  a  curious  worked  arch  in  the 
wall,  and  below  an  old  grave-flone  without  any  ^rms, 
or  infcription. 

On  the  pannels  of  the  wainfcot  partition  behind 
the  altar  are  fhields  of  the  aims  of  the  lords  Scales, 
Poinings,  Arundel,  earl  Warren,  and  lord  St.  George; 
and  Icveral  religious  fubjecls. 

D  3  The 
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The  prior  of  Lewes  was  taxed  for  his  fpii'tuallties, 
pr  portion  here,  in  1428,  at  50s.  the  ptior  of  Hitcham 
for  his  temporalities  6s.  8d.  and  tlie  prior  of  Bcm- 
veil  for  his  marfh  3s. 

When  Norwich  Doomfday-book  \vas  compnfed 
tliis  was  a  reciorv,  the  rector  had  a  houfc  and  forty 
acres  of  glebe  land,  and  the  prior  and  convent  of 
J.ewes,  in  Suffex,  had  the  patronage  given  thcni  by 
one  of  the   earls  Warren,   who  founded  the  priorA-. 

In  1299,  0£lober  15,  the  prior  of  Lewes  prc- 
fented  ;  and  in  1338,  ^Llrch  16,  John  earl  Warren, 
the  advowfons  of  all  the  beneiiccs  belonging  to  the 
priory  of  Lewes  being  given  to  that  carl  by  the  king, 
who  afTumed  at  this  time  the  prioiv  aliens,  on  his 
wars  with  France,  into  his  own  hands,  and  Lewes 
V\'as  one  of  them. 

The  patronage  of  the  re61orv,  with  the  glebes, 
penfions,  &c.  was  bought  by  the  mailer  and  fellows- 
of  Gonvile-Hall,  in  Cambridge,  of  Hugh  de  Chiii- 
triaco,  prior,  &:c.  of  Lewes,  and  fir  Edmund  Hcn- 
grave,  with  the  hcence  of  Richard  earl  of  Arundel, 
lord  of  the  fee,  and  the  rectory  was  about  the  vear- 
1330  appropriated  by  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  to  that 
college.  At  this  prefent  time  it  belongs  to  the  faid 
college,  and  is  faid  to  confift  of  one  acre  and  two 
roods  of  hempland,  and  two  common  parts,  con- 
taining fifty  acres,  befides  one  hundred  and  twenty 
♦icres  of  aiablc  land,  with  the  tithe  corn,  Sec. 

In  1386,  Auguft  C2,  the  vicar  was  prefented  by 
the  mailer  and  fellows  of  Gonvile-Hall,  as  were  the 
Succeeding  vicars, 

February 
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Fcbruarv  S,  i ',25.  mention  is  made  of  the  chape^ 
of  our  Lady  iu  die  church  of  Si.  James,  of  Wlhon. 

In  the  vicar's  aufwer  to  king  James's  queries  in 
1603,  he  fax's  there  were  one  hundred  and  lixty 
communicants. 

This  vicarage  is  vahied  in  die  king's  books  at  6L 
7s.  bd.  and  was  difcharged  of  firfl  fruits,  as  appears 
from  the  anfwer  of  the  clergy  in  1603;  the  tenths 
were  1  2s.  gd.  and  of  diefe  it  was  difcharged  by  queen 
Anne,  being  in  clear  value  41  h  per  ann. 

In  1744,  Augufl  14,  this  church  was  confolidatcd 
with  Hockwold;  and  in  1746  the  Rev.  William 
Ad.Tinfon  was  prefented  bv  Gonvile  and  Caius  col- 
lege, Cambridge,  p.  J. 

ICKRURGH,  or  IcKBORouGH.  This  village  Hes 
eaff  of  Colvelion,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
Wiffcy,  the  London  road  to  Swaffham,  Walfingham, 
8jc.  running  through  it:  Dr.  Gale,  in  his  Commen- 
tary on  Antoninus,  makes  this  a  Roman  Station,  (the 
Iciani)  ;  and  of  the  fame  opinion  was  the  learned  Mr. 
Talbot  ;  though  a  modern  author  places  the  Iciani 
at  Colchefler,  and  even  the  Villa  Faudini  at  Maiden, 
in  Eilex;  but  mgfl;  authors  diffcnt  from  him.  It  is 
certain  that  the  diflance  betwixt  this  town,  and  that 
oi  Bury,  (generally  agreed  to  be  the  Villa  Faufiinij  as 
bbferved  by  Antoninus,  exactly  anfwers,  take  which 
route  you  pleale,  either  through  Brandon  or  Thet* 
ford,  and  that  the  road  here  leading  to  Swaffham. 
Sec.  is  broad,  direfl,  and  level,  and  has  lai  air  of  an- 
'tiquity  and  grandeur  which  appears  to  every  travel- 
ler ;  and  in  the  plantations  at  Lynford,  within  a  mile 
t)f  Ickuurgh,  and  at  the  building  of  the  new  hall 
there,  feveral  Roman  urns  have  been  lately  dug  up; 
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and  on  the  road  towards  Buiv  was  a  large  milhare 
latclv  to  be  feen,  which  might  be  the  primus  ah  vrhe 
lapis,  the  diflance  anfwering.  Sir  Hcniy  SpelnicJii 
obfer\cc5,  (hat  the  Iceni.  by  which  name  this  part  of 
the  heptarchy  was  diRinguifhcd  in  the  time  of  the 
Saxons,  and  on  uhich  the  Roman  Iciani  is  founded, 
is  a  Britini  term,  derived  frojn  the  river  Ifc,  or  Icheri. 
and  indeed  this  is  a  conjecluie  highly  probable,  mofl 
of  the  rivers  in  Norfolk  flill  retaining  (diough  vary- 
ing a  little)  the  fame  name.  The  great  river  which 
flows  bctv\ecn  this  county  and  Caiabridgcfhire,  and 
empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  about  Lvnn,  is  called  the 
Oufe  Magna.  That  river  which  divides  the  fouth- 
wcll  part  of  this  county  from  Suffolk,  has  the  name 
of  the  Oufe  Par\a;  and  that  river  which  is  in  a  good 
meafure  the  boundaiv  of  the  hundied  of  Grimfhoe. 
from  ihofc  of  Clackclofe  and  Soudi  Greenhoe,  is 
called  the  \\'iff;:v,  which  comes  veiv  near  to  the  Bri- 
lifh  word  Ifc  before  mentioned  ;  and  on  the  noiih  lidc 
of  this  Ifc,  or  Wiifcy,  flands  the  town  of  Ichcburc, 
a^  it  is  wrote  in  Dooinfday  book,  that  is  a  tov\n,  or 
burgh,  on  the  lie,  or  Icheburna,  (as  it  is  alio  wrote) 
which  is  the  bourn,  brook,  or  river  lie. 

At  the  time  of  the  furvey,  in  the  reign  of  William 
the  Concjueror.  Walter  Giliard  held  the  greatcfl  part 
of  this  town,  v\hich  four  free-men  held  in  the  time 
of  the  Confelfor,  valued  then  at  20s.  and  at  the  lur- 
\  cy  at  3US.  per  ann.  This  part  w^s  iialf  a  leuca  in 
length,  and  half  a  one  in  breadth,  and  paid  Sd.  of 
^hc  20s.  gelt. 

He  alfo  held  here,  and  in  Lynford,  what  fouitcci) 
frce-mcu  held  in  the  time  of  the  Confeifor,  value4 
then  at  20s.  at  the  lurvey  at  10s.  per  ann.  Thefe  free- 
men were  under  the  proic<^ion  of  the  anceflor  of 
Ralph  de  Wacr,  and  were  aiterwfir^s  ^^livcrcd  ty 
Vi  '    '     '      Bodiii 
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Bodin  de  Ver,  who  took  pnrt  with  the  king,  but  af- 
tciuaiJi  Ralph  aitachetl  them  to  his  owd  fee,  and 
v.hcii  he  (orfciLed  he  was  their  lord,  and  Hcrvey  de 
Vcr  held  them  of  hiin,  as  ilie  hundred  lays. 

Walter  Giffard  was  the  fon  of  Ofborn  de  Bolebec; 
he  was  made  carl  of  Bucks  on  the  conqueft,   and  had 
manv  lordfliips  given  him.    After  the   death  of  this 
earl,  and  his  fon,   this  lordfliip  defcended  to  Richard 
Fitz-Gilbert,  earl  of  Brion,   Sec  in   Normandy,  who 
married   Rohefia,  daughter  of  this    Walter  Giftard, 
and  had  by  her  Gilbert  Fitz-Richard.   the  fiiil  earl  of 
Clare,   lord  of  this  to\vn,  and  the  greatcft  part  of  it 
was   held   of    the'e    lords   by  the  ancient    family  of 
l.angctot,  from  which  familv  Stow-Langtot,   in   Suf- 
folk, derives  its  name;  and  in  the  i  (i  of  king  John 
Gilbert  de  Langetot  bought  of  William  de  ikllemout 
tlie   fcrvice   of  two   knights   fees,    &:c.    in    Ickburgh, 
Biinton,     Witchingham,     ShoitiQiam,     Saxlingharn, 
&:c.      In  this    family  this   lordfliip  continued   till  the 
ad  of  Richard  II.   when  Nicholas    de   Langetot,    of 
jNIandcford,   releafcd   by  deed   to  John   Churchman 
all  his  light    in    the  manor  and  advowfon ;  and  in 
1383  he  prefenied  to  the  church:  this  John    was   ci- 
tizen and  fheriff  of  London.      In   the    ift  of  Mcnry 
IV.  he  conveyed  it  to  James  Billingford,  clerk  of  the 
crown,  who  held  it  of  the  honor  of  Clare. 

In  1416  John  Bungev,  clerk,  Thomas  Fekys,  of 
Colveflon,  and  Simon  Coupere.  prcfented  to  the 
church  by  right  of  the  manor  of  Ickburgh. 

In  1448  Richard  Geggh,  efq.  as  lord,  prcfented  to 
the  church ;  and  Hugh  Fenn  in  14')4,  &c.  but  iu 
1^7  S  George  Neville,  lord  Abergavenny,  held  it  and 

preientcd ; 
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prefented;   and  in  the   i  otii   of  lienry  \'1I.  P>.lcliaid 
Fox,  blfliop  of  Winchcftcr, 

In  2518  Sir  Edward  Renftedc  was  lord,  and  pre- 
fcntcd ;  and  in  the  iSth  of  Henry  \'1II.  Wilh'ani 
■Purdec,  of  Hertingford  Bur\',  in  Hcrtrordfliire, 
and  the  ladv  Jocofa,  his  wife,  late  wife  of  fir 
Edward  Bciiftcdc,  conveyed  the  manor  by  fine 
to  John  Crofts,  of  Wcflow,  in  Suffolk  ;  after  this  it 
came  it  came  to  the  family  of  the  Bedinp;Helds,  of 
Oxbingh.  About  tlie  end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
it  was  fold  by  hr  Henry  Beding;field  to  the  Garrards, 
oi  Langloid;  and  in  ibSo  lir  Thomas  Garrard,  bart. 
prelected  to  the  church;  his  fon,  fa-  Nicholas,  dying 
in  I  727,  without  iifue,  the  manor  is  at  prefcnt  held 
by  fir  Francis  Bicklcy.  bart.  who  married  Alathea, 
eUlcfl  daughter  of  Jacob  Garrard,  cfc|.  eldeff  fon  of 
fir  i  homas  Garrard,  bart.  who  died  before  his  father, 
by  which  Alathea  there  is  no  iffue.  Charles  Down- 
ing, cfq.  third  Ion  of  fir  George  Downing,  of  Cam- 
bridgefhirc,  who  married  Sarah,  the  fccond  daughter, 
Las  b\'  iicr  a  fon  and  heir. 

CuEVERF.'s  Manor.  Part  of  this  town  (a  moiety 
only  of  tliat  land  which  was  held  here,  and  in  Lvn- 
iord,  by  fourteen  free-men)  was  held  in  the  reign  of 
Flcnry  III.  bv  fir  Hainon  Cheverc,  knt.  who  in  the 
1^'h  of  that  king  com  c)cd  it  to  FJrogo  de  Barentine; 
and  in  the  laid  year  he  had  a  grant  of  weekly  mar- 
ket, and  a  fair  yearl)-,  .Aug.  10,  with  free-warren  in  all 
ha  deincinc  lands  here;  this  was  held  by  William 
(!c  Barentine,  fon  of  the  faid  Drogo,  who  founded 
tiic  cha])rl  and  hofpiial  of  I.epcrs,  in  this  town,  and 
ii.ivc  coniiderable  lands,  and  part  of  his  lordfhip  to  it. 
'i  iie  remaining  part  was  afterwards  held  by  John  de 
Lieflingham;  but  in  the  loth  of  the  faid  king  John 
Veyle,    and  'Ihomas  Vcylc,    of    Bodney,  nephews 

and 
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nnd  hcMr"^  of  John  Crcfllngham,  relcafed  to  John 
Churchiiiai]  ilieir  right  hi  this  manor;  and  in  that 
vcar  Richard  Holdiich  did  the  (atnc.  lu  the  i  2th  of 
the  f'aiJ  kino- Richard  Mcy,  of  Ickburgh,  releafed  to 
the  aforelaid  John  all  his  right  in  the  manor,  kc.  io 
that  Churchman,  being  polfeffed  of  the  whole,  joined 
it  to  his  other  manor,  and  conveyed  it,  thus  united, 
to  James  Billingford;  iince  that  time  it  hath  been 
united,   and  hath  the  fame  lords, 

Befides  the  manors  before  mentioned  Ralph  de 
Tony  held  thirty  acres  of  land  here  at  the  iurvey. 
valued  with  his  manor  of  Ncfton,  which  extended 
into  this  town,  and  this  part  was  held  in  the  time  of 
the  Confellor  bv  a  iocman  ol  Harold,  but  was  fooa 
after  annexed  to  the  other  manors,  as  we  meet  with 
no  further  account  of  it. 

The  monks  of  Caflle  Acre  had  lands,  &:c.  in 
this  town  given  bv  Henrv  cle  Stanford.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Hugh,  prior  and 
convent  of  Lewes,  "ranted  them  a  tenement,  held  ac 
the  ycarl\  rent  of  i  id.  and  lir  Haraon  Che'v'cie,  knt. 
acknowledges  to  have  received  of  the  prior  of  Callle 
Acre,  S:c.  the  faid  tenement,  paying  the  yearly  rent  of 
1  2s,  id.  for  that  and  i  i  2  acres  of  land.  The  leet  is 
in  the  lord  of  the  hundred. 

The  church  is  an  old  fmgle  building  of  flint  and 
pebbles,  covered  with  reed,  and  firft  dedicated  to  St. 
Bartholomew,  then  to  St.  Peter,  m  length  about 
forty-four  feet,  and  eighteen  in  breadth ;  at  tlie  weft 
end  is  a  fquare  tower  of  the  aforefaid  materials,  with 
quoins  and  battlements  of  fice-Ilone,  in  whicl^ 
feang  three  bells. 

On 
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On  the  cornice  of  ihe  fcrccn  that  divides  the 
church  from  the  chancel,  over  which  flood  the  old 
rood  loft,  are  feveral  fhiclds  painted,  but  through 
length  of  time  mofilv  defaced  and  obfcure,  viz.  Lange- 
toi ;  Filiot;  lord  Tey;  earl  of  Arundel ;  earl  War- 
len  ;  Mortimer  earl  of  March  ;  Bohun  earl  of  Effcx  ; 
France  and  England  quarterly,  with  a  label,  Planta- 
genct ;  three  oflrichcs  fcaihers    arg.  prince  of  Wales. 

Edward  the  Black  P)ince  ufcd  fometimes  one  fea- 
ther, loineiimes  three  in  his  arms,  in  token  (as  it  is 
faid)  of  his  fpeedy  execution  in  all  his  ferviccs,  as 
the  poRs  in  the  Roman  (hue  wore  feathers  to  fignify 
their  flying  ijofl-hade ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  prince 
won  thefc  arms  at  the  battle  of  Creffy,  fiom  John 
king  of  Bohemia,  whom  he  there  flev/,  and  adjoined 
this  old  Englifli  motto,  Lh  Dien,  (IJcrve);  according  to 
the  apoflle,  The  heir,  while  he  a  a  child,  diJjereLh  no- 
thing Jro7n  the  jervaiii. 

On  the  right  hand  are  the  arms  of  France  and 
Engisnd  quarterly ;  Krotherton  earl  of  Norfolk  ; 
Btauchamp  earl  of  Warwick;  Vcrc  enrl  of  Oxford; 
'ley;  lord  Scales;  Stapleion,  kc.  Befides  thefe 
fhiclds,  here  were  formerly  in  this  church  the  arms 
of  Churchman,  Billingford,  and  Clifton. 

The  chancel  is  in  length  about  twenty-fix  feet,  and 
eighteen  in  breadth  ;  in  die  caft  window  is  the  figure 
of  St.  Catherine;  and  in  a  window  on  the  north  fide 
that  of  the  Vipjin.  On  the  pavement  lie  feveral 
marble  grave-liones,  fome  ridged,  and  with  erodes  flo- 
ral cut  on  them,  in  mornory  of  fome  ancient  redors. 

In  the  rerlor's  anfiver  to  king  Jarrjes's  queries,  in 
1603,  he  obfcrves  that  dierc  were  fi{ty-fi\e  commu- 
u^;ca;i:s. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Rlfeing,  A.  M.  rei5lor  here,  was  eje6ied 
in  the  time  of  the  Ufurpaiion,  and  lofl  a  temporal 
ellate  of  50I.  per  ann. 

This  rc('^orv  was  vakied  in  the  kind's  books  at  5!, 
6s.  1  od.  ob.  it  was  confolidated  to  Langford  about 
1676;  the  clear  value  of  borh  being  43L  6s.  Sd.  it  is 
difcharged  of  tenths  and  firll  fruits. 

In  1758  the  Rev.  Thomas  Batman  was  prefentcd 
to  this  re^lory,   with  Langford, 

The  Hfratitag^,  or  House  of  Lepers,  at  Ick- 
?URGK.  itood  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  a  little 
dillance  from,  and  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ri^'er 
Wififey.  In  old  writings  it  is  frequently  called,  'Tin 
Houjc  of  Lepers,  at  the  J\''ew -Bridge,  in  Irkburgh,  that 
bridge,  which  is  neareft  to  the  faid  hermitage,  being 
in  rcfpe6i  to  the  other,  (which  is  over  the  WiiTey)  a 
new  one.  and  erected,  mofl  likely,  by  the  founder  of 
this  houfe,  for  the  fafcty  of  travellers  on  great  floods. 
Vet  (as  it  is  probable)  on  a  certain  toll,  Or  duty,  pay- 
able to  the  houfe,  a  chain  going  crofs  the  faid  bridge 
at  this  day,  and  the  key  belonging  to  it  being  kept  at 
the  faid  place.  It  is  moil  likely  that  the  faid  bridge 
was  alfo  formerly  maintained  by  the  hermit,  or  cuilos 
of  this  houfe. 

That  the  ran,  or  water-courfe,  over  which  the 
bridge  \3  ere^icd,  was  to  be  cleared  by  him,  appears 
from  an  old  roll  that  we  have  fcen,  when  at  a  lo.cc 
kept  in  the  beginingof  the  reign  of  Henry  VU.  John 
Canon,  chaplain  of  St.  Laurence,  in  ickburgh,  was 
fined  lad.  for  «o/ drawing;  and  (couring  the  water- 
courfc  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chapel.  It  was 
,  founded  by  William  Bareniine  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
vyard  I.  who  granted  certain  lands,  Sic^  h-:tc  to  cele- 
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brate  mafs  in  the  chapel  of"  St.  Maiy  of  Nc\vbnclL;c. 
In  the  17th  of  Edward  II.  iliere  was  an  hofpiial  of 
lepers  here.  And  that  thcic  ^\•a.s  an  hfrmii,  umfler, 
cr  chaplain,  and  brethren,  in  the  reign  of  king  lleniy 
IV.  appears  from  a  bull  of  pope  (iregorvXil.  granted 
to  this  houfe.  By  this  bull,  dated  7  id.  March,  in 
the  3d  year  of  his  pontificate,  thcv  and  all  ihcir  lands 
v.crc  freed  from  the  payment  of  tithes,  and  all  leciilar 
(erviccs. 

This  hofpital  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St. 
Laurence,  the  chapel  is  built  of  flint  and  boulder, 
about  30  feet  in  length,  and  20  in  breadth,  and  is  now- 
converted  into  a  farm-houfc,  having  an  additional 
building  at  die  vvefl  end. 

It  was  alfo  endowed  by  the  founder  with  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  fair,  held  here  on  St.  Laurence's 
day,  Augull  10.  John  de  la  Rokele,  who  had  the 
patronage,  was  a  confiderable  benefaftor,  and  gave  to 
this  hoide  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  59  acres,  and 
2  roods  of  land,  1  2d.  iq.  rent,  and  the  libertv  of  a 
fold-courle  here.  From  Rokele  the  patronage  came, 
by  marriage,  to  Edmund  de  Ingaldeflhoipe,  and  ]ahii 
de  Ingiddellhorpe  con\'eyedit,  Oclober2o,in  the  271I1 
of  Henry  VI.  to  firlhomas  L'uddenham,  knt.  of  Ox- 
burgh.  From  fir  Thomas  it  came,  by  the  marriage 
of  Maigaret,  his  fifter  and  heir,  to  Edmund  beding- 
field,  elc[.  and  in  the  2ifl  of  Edward  IV.  Edmund  he- 
dingfield,  cfq.  afterwards  knight  of  the  bath,  and 
grandfon  to  the  alorefaid  Edmund,  prefented  \Villiam 
Dane  to  be  hermit  and  cha})lain  here,  who  was  10 
pi  ay  for  the  laid  Edmund,  and  all  the  jjatrons  of  the 
houfc,  and  in  this  lamily  it  continued  till  tlie  diflb- 
lutiuu.  :':^ 


On 
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On  the  loth  of  Auf^ufl,  In  the  2d  of  Edward  VI. 
Olbert  Mundeford,  of  Feltvvcll,  and  Thomas  Gavvd\-, 
of  Shottefham,  in  Norfolk,  for  900I.  had  the  grant  of 
all  this  chantry,  or  chapel,  called  Newbridge,  with  the 
appurtenances ;  afterwards  It  was  held  by  hr  Henry 
Bcdiiip;ficld,  who  conveyed  it  in  the  ifl.  of  queen  Ma- 
ry to  Robert  Bate,  of  Hoxne,  In  SafFolk,  and  Gabriel 
Bate,  his  fon,  convc\-ed  it  to  Robert  AQley,  he  to 
John  Wormeley,  in  the  24th  of  Elizabeth,  and  in 
1606  Woruiley  Martin,  and  John  Martin,  conveyed 
it  to  George  Eades,  and  by  Frances,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Edmund  Eadcs,  it  came  to  Henry  North, 
cfq.  who  fold  it  to  Samuel  Vincent,  efq.  in  16S2. 
From  Vincent  it  came  to  Robert  Partridge,  tk[.  of 
Buckenham-houfe.  and  fo  to  Henry  Partridge,  efq. 
his  brother,  whofc  fon  Henry  lately  conveyed  it  to 
Mr.  Henry  Cockfedge,  of  Theiford,  the  prefent 
owner. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  hermitages  were  erc£led  for 
the  raofl  part  near  great  bridges,  and  high  roads,  as 
appears  from  this,  and  thofe  at  Brandon,  Downhain, 
Stow-Bardolph.  in  Norfolk,  and  Erith,  in  the  ific  of 
i.Iy,  )v:c.  but  how  fucli  Icitcs  and  ftations  can  anhver 
the  pretended  delign  or  intention  will  be  difficult  to 
be  accounted  for.  They  were  alfo  fometimcs  eici^ed 
In  church-vards,  in  towns  of  coufidcrable  note,  as 
may  be  fcen  from  the  petition  of  the  mavor  of  Sud- 
bury, in  Suflolk,  to  the  bKhop  of  Norwich,  which 
being  not  foreign  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  we  Ihali  here 
adjoin. 

"  To  youre  r\-ght  reverent  lorddiepe  and  faderhod 
in  God.  We  John  Hunt,  meyr,  of  the  toun  of  Sud- 
bery,  Henry  Roberds,  John  Tournour,  5>:c.  parifliyens 
to  the  cherche  of  Savnt  Gregory,  of  the  fame  tor.n,  iu 
Ijiumble  wyzc  comaud  us,  as  it  b^falleth  us  to  your 

worflicplall 
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xvorfhcprull  eftates  to  do.  And  forarmoclie  as  we 
been  informed  that  on  Richard  Appclby,  of  Sudbcry^ 
coriverfaunt  with  John  Lcvylitoii,  of  the  fame  tnnn, 
hennyte,  wheche  Richard  is  a  man  as  to  onre  conlici- 
cncc  knowcn.  a  trewc  member  of  Holy-Chcrclie,  and 
a  Sodc  goflly  levere.  8:c.  hath  bciought  tmto  youf 
lordflicpe  to  be  admitted  into  tlie  ordrc  of  an  {lerrnyte, 
and  vc  by  youre  gracious  and  fpecial  counccll,  would 
not  admit  him  lelTc  yanne  he  wer  fc\  kef  to  be  inha- 
bited in  a  folitarv  place,  vvhcr  viitucs  might  incicafci 
and  vice  to  be  exiled.  We  confederyng  yaure  layd 
paterneil  ordvnaunce.  and  hys  holy  defyr  fadly  fct,  as 
we  trufte  to  God  it  fliall,  and  in  hym  better  and  bet- 
ter be  foundc,  have  graunted  hym  be  the  afcnt  of  all 
the  favd  parvfh  and  cherch-reves,  to  be  inhabited 
uvth  yc  fa\d  John  Levynton,  in  his  folytary  place 
and  hermytage,  n4fich  yat  is  made  at  the  coft  of  the 
paryfh,  in  the  cherch-yard  of  Seynt  Gregoiy  cherch,. 
to  dvvellyn  togcdyr  as  ycy  leven  or  vvhichc  of  them 
longeft  Icveth,  wherefore  our  ryght  reverent  lord  and 
fader  in  God,  we  entcwrly  befcke  your  gracious  be- 
nyngnytc  to  admiie  hym  into  that  ordre,  there  to" 
abvde  vour  bcdeman,  the  lords  of  the  tonn  and  the 
parifhvens,  as  ^.vc  dee  trufle  to  God  he  will  be  pcrlc- 
varint,  whcchc  God  graun'c  him  grace  to.  Moreover, 
r\gt  reverent  lord  and  fader  in  God,  fbrafmoche  as  we 
will  yat  vis  ouie  lercr  and  n;raunt  to  be  not  annulled, 
but  be  us  conriimed,  we  have  in  wytncL  put  to  cure 
feales,  goven  and  graunted  at  Sudbeiy,  ilie  xxviii  day 
of  Janyvcr,  in  the  yere  of  lord,  m.cc.cc.xxxiii."' 

A  iare  author  gives  a  melancholy  account  of  ihcr 
modern  hermits,  "  who.  (he  fays)  follow  no  other 
rnie  than  that  which  is  dic^tated  to  them  by  iibcitr- 
nifm,  and  may  be  compared  to  the  Sarabaites,  'kc, 
v.ho,  (as  jcrom  fays}  profciIJ;d  indeed  a  religious  life 

i» 
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In  outward  appearance,  but  really  Jived  logeihcr  in  ^ 
fad  manner,  after  their  own  humour." 

LYNFORD,  or  Linford,  lies  between  Mundford 
and  Euckcnham  Parva,  and  may  derive  its  name  from 
the  BritiQi  word  hljn,  palus,  and  To  fignifies  a  fenny 
or  miry  ford,  or,  as  fome  will  have  it,  a  fpreading 
^vater;  and  in  both  thefe  refpe61s  the  palTage  over 
the  river  here,  to  Ickburgh,  will  very  well  anfvver,  the 
ground  near  the  water  being  boggy,  and  a  mere  fen; 
two  rivers  uniting  a  little  above  the  town.  Jt  may 
alfo  derive  its  name  irom  llwju,  which  fignifies  in  the 
aforefaid  language  a  city,  or  large  town,  and  fo  may 
have  refpe6l  to  the  Iciani  of  the  Romans,  which  it 
leems  alfo  to  have  had  fomc  relation  to,  if  not  to  liave 
been  psrt  of  it,  having  the  fame  lords  and  owneis  at, 
and  before  the  conquefl ;  and  as  we  have  obferved 
before,  at  the  building  of  Mr.  Nekhorpe's  houfe  here 
(in  1720)  two  Roman  urns  were  dug  up,  and  in  1  753 
his  gardener  digging  in  the  plantation,  about  a  fur- 
long welt  of  the  houfe,  fell  on  a  pavement  of  flint- 
flones,  under  which  he  found  a  fmall  Roman  urn,  in 
which  were  pieces  of  bones  and  aflies. 

At  the  Conqueror's  furvey  the  town  was  held  by 
two  lords,  Walter  Giffard,  and  Roger  Bigot,  but  the 
greateft  part  of  it  belonged  to  Walter,  who  was  carl 
of  Bucks.  In  Ickburgh,  and  here,  ht;  had  lands, 
which  14  freemen  held  in  the  time  of  the  Confeffor. 
Giffard's  part  came  by  marriage  to  the  eails  of  Clare, 
and  was  held  ol  ihem,  being  divided  into  two  moieties 
or  lordfljips.  One  moiety  was  held  by  a  family  that 
alfumed  their  name  from  the  town,  for  in  the  4ih  of 
king  John  Thomas  de  Lynford  was  lord;  but  in  the 
S4th  of  that  king  it  was  in  the  family  of  Creffing- 
ham. 

E  After 
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After  this  fir  John  Clifton,  knt.  of  Buckcnham-caf- 
tle.  was  lord,  who,  by  his  will  dated  in  1447,  ordered 
John  Brigges,  of  Oiiiddenham,  to  have  an  annuity  out 
of  it.  and  that  he  fliould  have  the  refufal,  if  he  would  buy 
it,  which  he  did,  and  by  his  ^vill,  dated  in  1454,  de- 
vifed  it  to  be  fold  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  St  Mary 
in  Thetford,  for  eight  fcore  marks,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
licence  granted  by  Henry  VI.  the  faid  prior  and  con- 
vent purchafed  of  John  duke  of  Norfolk,  fir  Thomas 
Tuddcnham,  knt.  Thomas  Weleys,  and  William 
Brigges,  the  manor,  advowfon,  &;c.  The  prior  be- 
came lord  of  the  whole  town,  and  held  it  till  the  dil- 
folution  of  his  houfe,  and  then  Henry  VIII.  in  his 
52d  year,  granted  the  whole  to  Thomas  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, who  being  attainted  in  the  38Lh  of  the  faid  king, 
it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  Edward  VI.  on  February 
20,  in  his  3d  year,  granted  it  to  Richard  Fulmerflon, 
and  it  came  by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  to  fir 
Edward  Clere,  who  was  lord  ;  and  on  July  1,  in  the 
23d  of  Elizabeth,  the  reverfion  of  it  was  granted  by 
that  queen  to  Philip  carl  of  Arundel,  a  delcendant  of 
the  aforefaid  duke  of  Norfolk,  by  whom  it  \v2ls  lold  to 
Francis  Mundeford,  efq.  of  Fekwell,  and  in  1603  was 
enjoyed  by  fir  Edward  Mundeford,  who  then  had  his 
refidence  here,  and  his  fon,  fir  Edward,  dying  with- 
out iffue,  in  if»43,  it  was  afterwards  fold  by  his  fiflers 
and  co-hcirclTcs  to  Mr.  I'urner.  attorney  at  law.  whofe 
fon,  fir  Charles  Turner,  conveyed  it  about  1717  to 
James  Nelthorpe,  efq.  who  built  a  very  agreeable  leat, 
with  pleafant  gardens,  plantations,  canals,  kc.  a  little 
diAance  from  the  old  hall,  now  the  farm-houle,  and 
the  only  houle  in  this  place,  befides  the  new  hall. 
James  Nelthorpe,  efq.  his  grandfon,  is  the  prefcn: 
lord. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  W^illiam  Baldwin  held 
here  a  quarter  of  a  fee,  of  Jordan  Foliot,  he  of  the 

earl 
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earl  of  Glouccfler,  and  the  earl  of  the  king,  and  this 
was  the  other  moiety  of  Giffard's  manor. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  Richard  Gegghe,  and  his 
parceners,  held  of  John  de  Caraois  one  quarter  of  a 
fee,  and  he  of  the  earl  of  Clare,  formerly  William  , 
Baldwin's  ;  but  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  it  was  con- 
veyed, with  the  other  moiety,  to  the  prior  and  conveni: 
of  Thetford.  Here  was  alfo  at  the  furvcy  a  little 
lordOiip  held  by  Roger  Bigot,  which  Alftan,  a  Saxon, 
was  lord  of,  in  the  confeiTor's  time,  valued  at  2od.  and 
Stanart  held  it  of  Bigot.  It  was  united  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.  to  the  other  manors,  and  with  theia 
conveyed  to  the  priory  of  Thetford. 

The  abbot  of  Conchls,  in  France,  was  taxed  for  his 
temporalities  here,  in  1428,  at  6s.  and  the  abbot  of 
Bury,  for  his,  at  id. 

The  church  of  Lynford  has  been  demollflied  a  long 
time,  it  Hood  in  the  fouth-well  part  of  the  court- 
yard, leading  to  the  new  hall  ;  its  fcite  is  inclofed, 
and  planted  with  Scotch  firs,  where  may  be  obferved 
feveralof  the  foundaiion-ftones,  and  here  fcveral  hu' 
man  bones  were  dug  up. 

The  patronage  appears  to  be  feparatedfo  early  from 
the  manor  as  in  the  44th  of  Edward  II.  and  in  the 
45th  of  that  king  Thomas  de  Heygham,  kc.  releafed 
to  the  lady  Elizabeth  Afpale  all  their  right  in  the  aJ- 
vowfon,  lands,  &c. 

The  patronage  of  this  church  was  In  the  family  of 
Holditch  from  1402  to  1446. 

In  1455  the  manor  and  advowfon  being  fold  to  the 

prior  and  convent  of  St  Mary  of 'I'hetford,  they  ob- 
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tainerl  in  1467,  of  the  bifliop  of  Norwich,  an  appro- 
priation of  the  church,  and  on  this  appropriation  a 
penfion  of  3s.  j[d.  was  to  he  paid  yearly  to  the  fee  of 
Norwich,  from  the  monaRery  :  and  the  church  was 
fcrved  by  a  ftipendiarv  curate  till  the  diffolution,  and 
then  coming  into  lay  hands,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  as 
impropriator,  was  obUged  to  find  a  curate  to  fupply 
it,  though  in  the  vear  1598,  on  the  c^d  of  Augufl,  we 
find  by  the  inftitution  books,  that  Thomas  Jackler, 
A.  M.  was  inRituted  on  tlic  prcfentation  of  fir  Edward 
Clere,  on  the  death  (as  it  is  faid)  of  the  laR  re^lor,  but 
this  is  the  only  inRitution  we  have  met  with,  fince 
that  of  Thomas  Holditch,  efq.  of  Wiggenhall,  in 
1446.  At  prcfent,  the  church  being  down,  wc  do 
not  find  that  there  is  any  curate,  or  any  allowance 
ma  e  to  any  pcrfon,  the  impropriator,  as  rc£lor, 
making  it  a  fine-cure. 

It  is  not  at  prefent  accounted  for  in  the  bifliop's 
rcgiRer. 

METHWOLD  lies  north  of  Feltweil,  and  on  the 
•weft  fide  of  the  hundred.  The  principal  part  of  it 
was  given  to  the  monaftery  of  Ely,  by  Ethclwold 
bifhop  of  WincheRcr,  in  thetime  of  king  Edgar,  and 
when  the  tenures  and  fcrviccs  of  fc\eral  lordfhips  be- 
longing to  that  monaRery  were  fettled  in  the  time  of 
Teoffwinc,  the  5th  abbot,  this  was  obliged  to  fur- 
nifh  the  houfe  with  provifions  for  two  weeks  in  every 
year. 

In  the  time  of  the  Confcffor  Stigand  archbifhop  of 
(Canterbury  was  lord,  and  had  the  foe.  but  was  de- 
prived of  it  at  the  conqucft.  At  die  general  furvey  it 
was  in  the  Conqueror's  hands,  and  kept  for  him  by 
Willi.nm  dc  Noiers.  In  the  Confclfor's  time  it  was 
v'llucd  at  col.  at  the  furvey  at  30I.  per  ann.  It  was  two 

leagues 
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leagues  long,  and  half  a  one  in  brcadLh,  and  paid  2S, 
ob.  gelt. 

Ano(hcr  part  or  lordfhip  was,  at  the  furvey,  held 
by  William  eail  Warren,  valued  then  at  45s.  per 
ann.  Simon  and  jefirey  held  of  the  faid  carl  two 
carucatcs,  valued  at  406.  per  ann.  and  Stigand  had 
the  foe. 

The  town  takes  its  name  fas  mofl  do)  from  itjr 
fcite,  Methelwold,  that  is,  the  wold  between  North- 
wold,  and  Hockwold,  the  Middlcwold  ;  and  thus  it 
was  wrote  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  when  Simon  de 
Middlewold  was  amerced  10  marks  for  pleading  in 
court-chriflian  about  lay-fees,  juft  after  the  difpute 
between  Henry  II.  and  Becket  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
buiy. 

Soon  after  the  furvey  the  Conqueror  gave  that  lord- 
fliip,  which  Stigand  held,  to  the  earl  Warren,  and 
thus  he  became  lord  of  the  whole  town.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  the  carl  Warren  held  it  of  the  king  in 
capite,  as  parcel  of  his  barony.  In  the  13th  of  Ed- 
ward I.  the  earl  claimed  in  iiis  manor  here  a  gallows, 
view  of  frankpledge,  and  free-warren  ;  but  in  the  1  2th 
of  Edward  II,  John  earl  Warren  and  Surrev,  having 
no  iflue,  fettled  this  manor  after  his  own  deceafe,  with 
thofe  of  Gimingham,  Beedon,  and  Thetford,  the 
hundred  of  Brothercrofs  and  Gallow,  and  39  knights 
fees  in  divers  towns,  with  the  king's  licence,  on  Tho- 
mas earl  of  Lancader;  and  in  the  21  ft  of  Edward  111. 
this  manor  was  held  of  the  faid  earl  in  free  foccage.  by 
the  lervice  of  one  bearded  arrow.  There  was  a  mel- 
fuagc  and  a  pidgeon-houfe.  valued  yearly  at  3I.  600 
acres  of  arable  land, price  peracre  per  ann.  2d.  6  acres  of 
meadow,  valued  at  6s.  andone  wind  mill  valued  at  20s. 
The  Scgges  niarfh  was  valued  at  lol.  and  Redmere 
E  2  marlli 
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marfl]  at  lol.  Rents  of  afTizc  in  Meihvvold,  Norih- 
wold,  Woodiifing,  Hilgay,  and  Wells,  belonging  to 
tins  manor,  7I.  per  ann,  and  with  the  days-works, 
cuftoms.  and  fcrvices  of  the  tenants,  7I.  per  ami. 
more.  The  pleas  and  perquifnes  of  courts,  with  the 
jeet  in  Methwold,  Wells,  and  Hilgay,  were  worth  61. 
per  ann. 

In  the  sSth  of  the  faid  king,  Henry  duke  of  Lan- 
£aRer  held  it  of  the  king  in  free  foccage,  by  the  ler- 
vice  of  a  rofe ;  and  on  the  death  of  the  faid  duke  it 
was  affjgned,  in  the  35th  of  Edward  III.  to  Maud,  his 
daughter  and  co-hcire(s,  married  to  William  duke  of 
Heinault,  and  on  her  deceafe,  without  iffue,  it  came 
to  Blanch,  her  fiRer  and  co-heircfs,  the  wife  of  John 
of  Gaunt,  dukeof  Lancafter.  John  of  Gaunt,  by  the 
lady  Blanch,  had  Henry,  his  fon  and  heir,  duke  of 
Lancafler,  and  afterwards  king  of  England,  by  the 
name  of  ilcnry  IV.  Thus  it  became  veiled  in  the- 
crown,  and  the  fuccceding  kings,  as  dukes  of  Lancaf- 
ter. enjoy  it,  and  the  lord  Berkley,  of  Stratton,  holds 
it  by  Icalc  from  the  crown. 

Broomhill  Manor.  Befides  the  capital  manor 
of  i\'lc[hwold,  there  was  one  held  by  the  prior,  and 
given  to  that  houle  by  fir  Hugh  de  Playz,  (which  fa- 
mily held  lands  here  of  the  eari  Warren)  on  his  found- 
ing the  aforcfaid  priory. 

After  this  other  lands  were  aliened,  fo  that  in  1428 
\hc  tcmporaliiies  oi  that  houfe  were  valued  at  3I.  3s. 
per  ann.  On  the  diffolution  of  the  aforefaid  priory 
it  was  granted,  together  with  that  priory,  to  cardinal 
Wollcy,  and  came,  after  his  attainder,  to  Chrift's  col- 
lege, in  which  houle  it  ftiU  continues,  and  is  leafed 
out  uy  that  io».iCL^. 

From 
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From  tlie  \vill  of  William  Bachcroft,  efq.  of  Bex- 
iveli,  who  died  in  1518,  we  find  the  manors  ofTud- 
denham.  Guntoii,  and  Hilly,  in  this  tewn,  of 
^v'hich  he  died  poffeflTed.  Gunton's  was  held  of  the 
king,  as  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Merhuold,  and  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter  in  foccagc,  and  T?aying  5s.  rent 
per  ann.  and  Hilly's  was  held  as  the  odier,  paying  3s, 
4d.  per  ann.  They  are  now  wholly  loll,  or  negle(rted, 
and  that  of  Gunton's  is  faid  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
Robert  Clough,  cfq.  of  Fekwell. 

Otringhithe.  In  this  hundred  of  Grimfhoe  we 
find  a  town  in  the  general  furvey  wrote  Otrinkechia, 
and  Otringheia,  then  the  land  of  the  earl  Warren,  ancl 
one  Gaulter  held  then  of  the  earl  a  mediety  of  the 
town,  valued  at  20s.  It  was  four  furlongs  long,  and 
three  broad,  and  paid  ^d  gelt. 

This  name  is  now  loft,  but  was  the  fame  place 
that  we  now  call  Methwold-hithe,  a  little  hamlet 
about  a  mile  wefl  of  the  town,  and  now  in  the  parifh 
of  Methwold.  The  family  of  De  Playz  had  a  confi- 
derable  eflate  here,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  JI, 
there  was  a  church,  concerning  the  patronao-e  of 
which  there  was  a  great  contrbverfy  between  fir  Ralph 
de  Playz  and  the  convent  of  Acre,  which  was  ad- 
jufled  by  William  Turbus,  biffiop  of  Norwich,  when 
it  was  allowed  to  be  the  right  of  the  faid  Ralph,  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  to  prefent  to  the  fame ;  and  the 
pcrfon  prefented  was  to  pay  to  the  church  of  St. 
Mary  de  Acre  1 2d.  on  the  payment  of  which  the 
convent  had  no  further  claim  or  demand.  This  ef- 
tate  and  church  was  given  (it  being  part  of  Broomhill 
manor)  to  the  convent  of  Broomhill.  In  1428  the 
temporalines  of  that  houfe  in  Otringhithe  were  valued 
at  9I.  10s.  3d.  and  on  the  diffolution  of  that  priory, 
when  it  was  granted  by  the  king  to  cardinal  Wolicy, 
E  4  it 
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it  is  filled  the  manor  of  OteringUiihe,.  with  lbs  rec- 
tory. On  the  attainder  of  the  faid  cardinal  it  came 
to  CliriIVs  college,  in  Cambridge,  and  being  united 
to  the  manor  of  Broomhill,  is  leafed  out  with  it,  by 
that  fociety. 

The  church  hath  been  in  ruins  many  ages,  in 
it  the  prior  and  convent  of  Caflle  Acre  had  an  in- 
terefl,  for  William,  the  fccond  carl  Warren,  is  faid  to 
have  given,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  the  church""  here 
to  that  priory,  but  yet  it  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
in  the  family  of  de  Playz. 

There  was  formerly  a  confiderable  market  at  Meih- 
"wold,  kept  on  Tuefday,  but  now  is  almofl  difufed, 
and  there  is  a  fair  yearly  on  St.  George's  day.  Its 
warren  is  large  and  famous  to  a  proverb,  for  rabbets. 
A  late  author!  obferves,  that  in  the  reign  of  king 
Canute,  LeofFwine  abbot  of  Ely  agreed  to  find  the 
duke  of  Lancaflcr's  family  with  them  two  months  in 
every  year,  but  at  that  time  there  was  no  duke  thus 
entitled,  nor  for  many  ages  after.  Great  fuiis  have 
been  commenced  on  account  of  the  damage  ol  the 
rabbets,  and  in  160G  there  was  a  cauie  depending  in 
chancery,  and  another  in  the  duchy  court  of  Lancaf- 
ter,  between  fir  William  Pafton,  fir  Philip  Wode- 
houfe,  fir  John  Hcvenlngham,  fir  Edmund  Munde- 
ford,  Sec.  lordb  of  the  adjoining  towns,  and  the  war- 
rcner. 

The   church   of   Methwold   is    dedicated   to    St. 
George,  and  was  built  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  as  ap- 
pears 

•  Dug.  Mon.  Ang.  v.  i.  p.  625.  This  was  moft  likely  the 
chuTh  ol  St.  Helen,  which,  as  we  learn  from  Doomfday,  was 
then  endowed  with  a  carucatc  of  land. 

t  Britan.  Ant.  et  Nova.  p.  349.  NoriT, 


G    R    I    M    S    H    O    E.  73 

pears  from  the  pile,  and  ihe  arms  of  the  earl  Warren 
in  the  chancel  window,  before  it  came  it  into  the 
l.ancafter  family.  It  is  a  regular  building,  with  a 
nave,  north  and  fouth  ailes,  and  a  chancel  of  flint, 
pcbble-ftones,  8cc.  covered  witli  lead.  The  nave  is 
in  length,  from  the  fcrccn  to  the  arch  of  the  tower,  54. 
feet,  and  in  breadth,  including  the  ailcs,  about  46  feci. 
The  roof  of  the  nave  is  (upported  by  fluted  pillars  of 
flone,  forming  four  lofty  arches  on  each  fide,  and 
over  them  as  many  windows  ;  and  on  the  heads  of 
the  principal  wood-work  of  the  roof  are  figures  of  the 
religious.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  nave  lie  feveral  mar- 
ble grave-floncs,  deprived  of  their  brafs  plates.  At 
the  fouth  end  of  the  Icreen  is  a  Hone  flair-cafe,  the 
way  to  the  rood-loft.  Over  this  part  of  the  church, 
on  the  gable  of  the  chancel,  is  an  arch  of  flone  and 
brick,  where  the  faint's  bell  formerly  hung.  This  bell, as 
a  worthy  author  has  obferved,  was  not  fo  called  from 
the  faint's  name  that  was  infcribed  on  it,  nor  from 
that  faint  to  which  the  church  was  dedicated,  but  be- 
caufe  it  was  always  rung  out  when  the  prieft  came  to 
that  part  of  the  fervicc,  "  Sande,  Sancle,  Sdncfe,  Do- 
mine  Deia  Sdbaoth,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  of 
Sabaoth,  or  Hofls,"  purpofcly  that  they  who  would 
not  come  to  church  might  underfland  what  a  folenm 
office  the  congre2;ation  were  at  that  inflant  ensratied 
in,  and  (0  even  in  their  abfence  be  once  at  Icafl 
moved  to  lift  up  their  hearts  to  him  that  made  them. 
For  this  realon  the  Sanfte's  bell  was  generally  hung 
where  it  might  be  heard  farthefl.  Sometimes  in  a 
lanthorn  at  the  top  of  the  fteeple,  or  in  a  turret  at  one 
corner  of  it,  if  a  tower;  fometlmes  thrufl  out  of  the 
uppermofl  window,  if  a  fpire,  and  fometimes  in  an 
arch,  or  gallows,  on  the  outfide  of  the  roof,  betweea 
the  church  and  chancel.  The  lafl  fort  were  fo  placed 
that  the  rope  might  come  down  into  the  church,  and 
io  being  near  the  altar,  the  bell  might  be  more  readily 

runs: 
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rung  out  when  the  prieH:  came  to  the  facrcd  words. 
To  this  we  may  add  another  more  prevaih'ng  reafon, 
it  being  ordained  in  the  church  of  Rome,  that  on  the 
confecration  and  elevation  of  the  hoft  notice  fliould 
be  o^ivcn  in  every  church,  by  the  found  of  a  bell, 
that  the  faithful  not  prefent  might  be  put  in  mind  of 
this  great  myftery. 

There  is  now  fuch  an  arch,  with  a  bell  in  it,  be- 
tween the  church  and  chancel  of  Difs,  in  Norfolk, 
with  the  rope  hanging  down,  as  you  enter  the  chan- 
cel;  alfo  at  Blakeney,  Sec. 

The  chancel  is  feparated  from  the  church  by  a 
wooden  fcreen,  but  the  pannels  of  it  feem  to  have 
been  tranfpoied.     On  them  are  thefe  infcriptions: 

On  the  left  fide  as  you  enter  the  chancel, — Orate 
pro  animabus  Rici:  Sialworlhy,  et  Tlioma  Jilij  ejufdem 
dui  fieri  fee  :  :  :  :  ei  animab  :  Thomce  Crojte  et  Roberti 
Kderyngton. 

On  the  right. — Orate  pro  anvna  Roberti  Keteryngton, 
jumo)is,  et  Mar  gar :  ux:  ejus  :  :  :  :  :  orate  pro  bono 
Jiatujuvcnuvu 

The  chancel  is  about  thirty  feet  in  length,  and 
nineteen  in  breadth,  and  has  an  afcent  of  three  flep» 
10  the  communion  table. 

On  the  area  before  the  fleps  lies  a  large  marble 
gravc-flone,  about  ten  feet  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth ;  on  this  has  been  the  portraiture,  or  effigy, 
of  a  pcrfon  here  interred,  in  compleat  armour,  with 
a  canopy  of  brafs  woik  over  his  hej^d,  and  four 
fljields,  one  at  each  corner,  alfo  two  rims,  or  plates 
of  brafs,  running  about  the  whole  marble ;  the  cffi- 

gici 
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gies  (vvidi  all  tlicbrafTes)  was  about  fifty  vears  fince 
(as  it  is  faicl)  rea\  ed  by  a  facrilegious  wretch,  then 
clerk  of  the  parifh,  and  fold  to  a  tinker,  of  whom, 
fome  part  of  the  braifcs  were  recovered,  but  not  be- 
fore he  had  broke  them  into  Imall  pieces;  foine  of 
thefe  fragments  are  fill!  preferved  in  the  church  cheft, 
but  they  are  only  infignificant  pieces  of  his  armour, 
part  of  the  head  of  the  lion  that  was  couchant  at  his 
feet ;  moft  of  them  arc  rim  pieces  that  ornamented 
the  flone,  and  have  quater-foils  on  them.  The  tra- 
dition here  is,  that  this  was  in  memory  of  one  of  the 
earls  Warren,  lords  of  the  town,  from  whom  they 
had  their  privileges,  but  we  cannot  come  into  that 
opinion :  the  burial  of  that  noble  family  is  well 
known  and  allowed  by  all  antiquaries  to  have  been 
in  the  abbey  of  Lewes,  in  Suffcx ;  John,  the  laft 
heir  male  of  that  noble  family,  died  in  the  2ifl  of 
Edward  III.  being  then  61  years  of  age,  and  was 
buried  under  a  raifed  tomb,  near  the  high  altar,  in 
the  abbey  of  Lewes.  It  is,  no  doubt,  in  memorv  of 
fome  confiderable  perfon,  but  from  the  fhape,  figure, 
armour,  drefs,  and  other  infignia,  as  may  in  fome 
meafure  be  gathered  from  the  inclfions  in  the  ftone, 
it  appears  to  be  in  memory  of  fome  efquire,  or  knight, 
rather  than  of  a  lord,  or  earl. 

In  a  loofe  paper  of  the  late  worthy  antiquary,  Mr. 
le  Neve,  norroy,  the  hand  wridng  of  Guybon  God- 
dard,  (as  he  lays)  we  have  this: — "  Methwold,  in 
the  chancel,  a  man  in  compleat  arms,  a  furcoat  of 
Warren,  or  Clifton,  (quere)  for  the  place  where  the 
bend  might  be,  and  the  d'lrcd.  place  for  the  bend  is 
broken  out,  iour  places  for  eicutcheons,  three  de- 
faced, one  left,  a  fcfs  between  two  chevVons,  and  a 
file  with  three  labels." — In  an  old  manufcript, 
quoted  by  Mr.  Ic  JNeve,  are  thefe  words ; 

Clifton, 


76  HUNDREDOF 

Clifton.        1    Auam   de   Clifton,  on  the  graveflonc, 


.i 


Alelhiiold.   j  Ohjt  -  -  -  -  ccLXVii. 

Sir  Adam  de  Clifton  was  lord  of  Cranwich,  arid 
Hiiburgh,  8cc.  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  and  held 
icvcrai  fees  of  the  carl  Warren  :  this  knight  lived  the 
greatert  part  of  that  king's  reign,  and  died  on  the 
sSth  of  January,  1367. 

The  only  difference  and  way  of  knowing  the  arms 
of  Warren  from  thofe  of  Clifton,  (when  engraven, 
and  not  painted)  is  by  the  bend  in  the  aims  of  Clif- 
ton ;  but  this  we  are  told  was  broken  out,  mod  likely 
on  purpofe,  to  induce  perfons  to  believe  it  to  be  the 
arms  of  Warren.  The  other  arms  then  remaining 
we  take  to  be  the  arms  of  Bainard. 

On  the  pavement,  about  the  communion  table,  lie 
feveral  marble  grave-ftones,  in  memory  of  the  family 
of  Swift,  oi  Methwold. 

And  one  infcribcd — To  fir  Hugh  Cartwright,  of 
J\'oUiitgham/k)it.   who  ditdin  1668,  aged']^. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a  good  four-fquare 
tower,  embattled  and  coped  with  frcc-flonc,  and  or- 
namented with  a  piimacle  at  each  corner  ;  herein  is  a 
clock,  and  a  dial  j)late,  againll;  die  belfry,  fronting 
the  nave  of  the  church;  the  tower  is  built  of  flint- 
llone,  &;c.  with  quoins  of  free-fione,  wherein  hang 
five  large  mufical  bells;  on  this  fquare  tower  is  railed 
anoihej  ociangular  one,  and  out  of  this  riles  a  neat 
octangular  Ipire,  or  pyramid  of  crocket  work,  on 
the  lummit  of  which  is  a  vane;  this  o6ianguIar 
tower  and  fpire  ii  of  brick,  but  caicd  with  free- 
flone. 

Will  lam 
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William  the  firft  earl  Warren  in  the  time  of  the 
Conqueror  gave  this  church,  ainongft  others,  to  the 
priorv  of  Cafile  Acre,  which  he  had  founded  ;  and 
by  deed  without  date  the  prior  oi  Lewes,  with  the 
confent  of  the  whole  chapter,  gave  to  the  prior  and 
monks  of  Caflle  Acre  the  tythe  of  this  church,  for  the 
vearlv  rent  of  40s.  This  we  take  to  be  the  pcnfiori 
paid  bv  Caflle  Acre  to  Lewes,  as  being  then  a  cell  to 
that  houfe, 

Thomas  Britton,  re£lor  of  St.  George  deMelewda*; 
(as  it  is  foraetimes  alfo  wrote)  exchanged  lands  with 
Hamline  Plantagenet,  earl  Warren  ;  this  mufl;  be  be- 
tween the  years  1163,  and  120?.  for  then  the  earl 
died ;  by  this  it  plainly  appears  thit  the  church  was 
not  at  that  time  appropriated, 

William  earl  Warren  in  an  epillle  to  Pandulf,  bi- 
fhop  of  Norwich,  in  or  about  1203  ,  earneflly  entreats 
him  that  he  would  appropriate  to  the  faid  priorv  this 
church  ;  and  to  move  him  to  it,  he  lets  him  know, 
that  his  anceftors  had  affigned  this  church  to  the 
alorefaid  monallery,  to  find  firing  for  ftrangers,  and 
all  the  poor  that  Ihould  come  to  the  monaftcrv,  of 
which  there  is  great  want  in  thofe  parts,  and  indeed 
it  feems  not  to  be  fully  confirmed  to  them  till  the 
year  1249,  when  Walter  cle  Suffield,  bifliop  of  Nor- 
wich, granted  this  requeft,  dated  atlVlarhaui,  January 
6,   1249. 

In  isgg,  Augufl  2,  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  fettled 
the  right  and  privileges  of  the  rector,  and  of  the  vi- 
carages, when  the  vicar  had  his  prefent  houfe  alfigned 
him. 

In 

*  Dug.  Mon.  Ang.  v.  i.  p.  639. 
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Tn  1428  the  fpiruualities  of  the  prior,  kc.  of 
CaRIe  Acre,  in  this  church,  were  valucci  at  thirty- 
four  marks,  and  the  fpiritiialiiies  of  the  prior  of 
Lewes  at  40s.  being  the  portion,  or  penfion  bcforc- 
TTientioned,  due  from  Caflle  Acre  priory.  Here  is 
only  feven  roods  of  glebe  land. 

At  the  didolution  of  the  priory  of  Caflle  Acre  a 
fine  was  levied  between  the  king,  and  Thomas  prior 
of  Caftle  Acre,  of  this  rcclory,  and  the  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage;  but  foon  after,  on  December  22,  in 
the  faid  vcar,  the  king  granted  them  to  Thomas  duke 
of  Norfolk,  together  with  the  penfion  belonging  to 
the  abbey  of  Lewes. 

In  1603  the  vicar  obferved  that  there  were  252 
communicants  here,  and  that  the  lords  Thomas  and 
William  Howard  were  patrons,  and  held  the  parfon- 
age  impropriate. 

Thomas  earl  of  Arundel  had  licence  Sept.  1,  in 
the  1  ith  of  James  I.  to  alienate  this  rcciory,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  to  fir  Henry  Hobart ;  and 
in  1*173,  December  24,  the  lady  Zouch  (relict  of 
James  Hobait,  clq.)  and  Thomas  lurd  Richaidfon 
prcfentcd. 

Auguft  9,  1722,  the  late  Roger  North,  efq.  of 
Roiigham.  prcfentcd  as  impiopiiator ;  and  in  1768 
the  Rev.  William  Green  was  prefcnted  to  this  vicar- 
age by  Henry  Partridc|;e,  efq.  of  Northwold,  lately 
iccoidcr  of  Lynn-Kegis. 

Sle\'F.sholm  PnioRY,  commonly  called  Sll'SHam, 
was  in  the  parifli  of  Methwold,  in  the  marfli,  or  fens, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  wefl  of  the  church  of  the 
faid  town ;   it  was  a  cell  to  the  prioiy  of  Caflle  Acre, 

founded 
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founded  by  ^Vil^lam  cavl  Warren  and  Surrey,  and 
dcdicaied  to  the  BlefTed  Virgin,  and  St.  Giles,  who  by 
deed  gave  (in  the  reign  of  king  Stepht^n)  '*  a  certain 
ijiand  in  the  moor,  or  fen  of  Melevvolde,  called  Sle- 
veOiolm;"  the  prior  was  to  be  a  monk  of,  and  to  be 
eleded  out  of  the  priory  of  Caftle  Acre,  and  was  to 
be  prefented  to,  and  admitted  by  the  earl  Warren, 
and  his  heirs,   Sec.  on  his  doing  fealty  to  hiin. 

In  1428  the  temporalities  of  it  were  valued  at 
35s.  7d.  ob.  per  annum. 

On  the  diflblution  it  was  granted  to  the  Mundc- 
fords,  of  Feltwell;  and  in  1600  Edmund  Mundeford 
held  it.  After  this  we  find  it  poffeffed  by  captain 
Smith,  of  Croxton,  who  conveyed  it  to  Edward 
Saunders  Seabright;  fir  Thomas  Seabright,  bart. 
died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1 736  ;  and  the  prefent  fir  johu 
Seabright,  bart.  lieutenant-general  of  his  majdly's 
forces,  is  the  prefent  lord. 

Methwold,  vulgarly  pronounced  Mewell,  is  a 
laige  and  populous  village.  The  church  is  remark- 
ably handfome,  with  a  good  ring  of  bells,  and  a 
clock.  The  fpire  is  feen  every  way  from  ten  to 
twenty  miles  off,  and  the  poft  road  from  London  to 
Lynn  paffes  by  the  eall  end  of  the  town. 

Methwold  Severals  Is  a  diRri(ft  of  the  Bedford-level, 
rented  on  leale  by  Francis  Dixon,  elq.  an  eminent 
merchant  at  Upwell,  in  Cambridgefhire,  who  has 
made  very  confidcrable  improvements  on  the  kukIs, 
elpecially  in  the  culture  of  rape-feed,  which  he  ma- 
nufactures into  oil,  at  his  mill  at  Congham,  in  tree- 
bridge  hundred,  feven  miles  eait  of  the  port  of  Lynn, 
This  gentleman  was  high  (heriif  of  the  counties  of 
Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon,  a  few  years  fince, 
and  is  now  receiver-general  of  the  land-tax  in  the  for- 
mer; 


8o  HUNDRED     OF 

mer  :  liis  cxtenfive  knowledge  in  trade,  and  asjricul- 
ture,  can  onlv  be  cqu 
flrate,  and  gentleman. 


ture,  can  onlv  be  equalled  bv  his  conduct  as  a  ina?;i- 


MUNDFORD,  Muxokvord,  or  Mounpeford, 
wrote  Mondefort,  and  Mundeforda.  in  Doomfdav- 
book.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  VVifTey,  and  on  the 
oyipoTite  fliore  to  Ickburgh,-  flands  this  village, 
through  which  the  London  road  from  SwaiTham, 
Fakenham,  Sec.  leads,  where  there  is  a  brick  and 
flonc  bridge  over  the  river,  a- little  diflance  from  the 
town,  for  the  fafety  of  travellers.  In  the  time  of  the 
Saxons  the  river  was,  no  doubt,  fordable  at  this 
place,  and  the  ford,  being  defended  and  fecured  by 
fome  fence,  or  fort,  it  being  the  very  inlet  into  the 
Iciani,  might  derive  its  name  from  Mund,  which  fig- 
nifies,  in  the  Saxon  tongue,  a  rampart,  or  place  of 
defence,  the  other  ford  above  it  being  called  Lyn- 
ford,  from  its  miry  and  watry  paifage"*. 

This  village  was  given  to  the  monaflery  of  Ely 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edgar,  by  Ethchvold  biQiop  of 
WincheRer ;  at  the  furvcy  it  was  valued  at  40I.  per 
annum.  1  here  were  {t\cn  Ibcmen  that  belonged  to 
this  manor,  with  all  their  cuflomary  dues,  which 
William  earl  Warren  pofreffed;  it  is  one  league  long, 
and  half  a  one  broad,  and  pays  iid.  gelt. 

West-Hall.  The  manor,  or  part  of  the  town 
belonging  to  the  church  of  EIv,  was  afterwards  called 
\Vefl-Hall,  and  was  held  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II, 
by  Gerald,  the  king  s  chamberlain. 

In  the  24th  of  Henry  III.  the  prior  of  Broomhill 
was  wont  to  receive  a  rent  of  mixtling  and  barley  of 
Henry  Htz-Geiald,  out  of  landi  in  this  town. 

*  Blomfield. 


G    R    I    M    S    H    O    E.  Si 

In  the  44th  of  Henry  III.  Robert  de  Infula,  or 
L'Ifle,  held  a  meffuage  and  two  carucates  of  land 
here,  widi  the  advovvlon  of  the  church  of  Mundlord. 

This  family  of  L'Ifle  held  of  the  defcendcnts  of 
Warine  Fitz-Gerald,  of  whom  Henry  Fitz-Gerald 
(as  has  been  obferved)  held  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
John,  whofe  daughter  and  heir,  Alice,  married  fir 
Robert  L'Ifle.  In  the5ifl  year  of  Henry  III.  Mar- 
garet de  Raparijs,  countefs  of  Devonfhire,  daughter 
and  heir  oi  the  aforefaid  Warine,  brought  an  aclioii 
of  dower  againfl.  Ifabel  de  Fortibus,  countefs  of  Al- 
bemarle, for  half  a  knight's  fee  in  this  town. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  fir  Gerard  de  Infula,  or 
L'Ifle,  was  found  to  hold  the  moiety  of  this  town  oi 
the  bifliop  of  Ely,  as  part  of  his  barony,  and  he  ol 
the  king;  he  had  the  afTize  of  bread  and  beer.  This 
Gerard  was  fummoned  in  the  10th  of  the  aforefaid 
king,  amongfl  the  barons,  to  attend  the  king  in  his 
Welch  expedition;  and  in  the  15th  year  he  was 
fummoned  to  confult  with  Edmund  earl  of  Cornwall, 
then  cuflos  of  England,  on  the  king's  abfence  at 
Gloucefler,  and  to  be  prepared  with  horfc  and  arms, 
for  the  expedition  into  Wales. 

In  1  500  fir  Warine  L'Ifle  was  lord,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  church,  and  in  the  gth  of  Edward  11. 
tvas  returned  to  be  lord;  he  being  concerned  with 
earl  of  Lancafter  in  the  barons  wars  againfl  the  king. 
Was  hanged  at  York,  in  the  14th  year  of  the  (aid 
king.  This  Warine  is  (aid  to  have  held  It  by  the 
.  fervice  of  a  fpar-hawk,  and  there  were  then  two 
water-mills  in  the  faid  town. 

In  the  5th  of  Richard  II.  fir  Robert  L'Ifle  granted 

:hf:  manor  to  fir  John    Plays,  knt.    of  Weeting,  in 

E  exqhangc 
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exchange  for  the  manor  of  Fretwc 
This  fir  John  being  the  laft  heir  male  of  the  family, 
left  it  to  William  Bcauchamp,  and  others,  his  feoflccs, 
to  be  alienated  to  his  priory  of  Broomhill. 

In  1401  Richard  Payne,  R:c.  fold  the  manor  (not 
being  able,  moft  likely,  to  obtain  a  licence  of  mort- 
main) to  Richard  Seyve,  who  held  it  by  half  a  fee, 
in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  and  died  fciied  of  it. 

In  15  iS  William  Seyve  was  lord  and  patron,  who 
died  April  8,  in  the  20th  of  Henry  VIII.  and  left 
Chriflopher,  his  fon  and  heir,  a  minor;  but  in 
1536  Roger  Woodhoufe,  efq.  fcems,  by  the  inflitu- 
tion  books,  to  be  lord  and  patron;  and  foon  after 
Richard  Killingworth.  who  prefented  in  1561. 

In  1634,  Feb.  26,  Giles  Killingworth,  efq.  died 
feifcd  of  it.  Soon  after  this  it  was  purchafed  by  fir 
Giles  Allington,  knt.  and  fettled  on  James,  his  fon, 
who  dying  young,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  it  came 
to  William  lord  Allington  ;  and  on  the  death  of  die 
Jail  Hildcbrand  loid  Allington  it  defcendcd  to  the 
late  duke  of  Somcrlet,  and  is  now  in  the  heirs  of  his 
grace. 

East-Hail.  William  earl  Warren,  who  had 
many  lordQiips  of  the  monaflery  of  Ely  by  exchange 
at  the  conqucfl,  had  (even  focmen  in  this  town,  who 
held  lands  valued  at  10s.  per  ann.  He  had  alio  what 
was  held  by  a  free-man  of  Harold's,  valued  at  10s. 
per  annum. 

Thcfe  parts  made  up  this  manor  of  Eafl-Hall,  of 
which  Ofbert  de  MundefonI  was  lord  in  the  34th  of 
Henry  III.  and  it  nas  held  of  John  de  Cokcficid, 
v\  ho  hcjd  it  of  the  carl  Warren,  and  the  carl  of  the 

king  ,* 
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king;   it  is  probable  it  dcfcciulcd   to    the   Cokcfio'Ids 
by  the  niarr 
de  Ikaufoc. 


by  the  marriage  of  the  daughters   and  heirs  ol"  Fulk 


By  tlie  daughter  and  heir  of  the  fecond  Ofbert  de 
Mundeford,  who  died  in  1456,  it  came  to  fir  William 
Tindalc,  knt.  but  did  noc  continue  long  in  that  fa- 
mily, for  in  the  3'2dof  Heiu:v  VIII.  Robert  Canon 
was  polfelTed  of  it.  T 

About  the  year  1630  it  was  purchafcd  by  fir  Giles 
Allington,  and  from  him  it  defcended  (as  is  before 
obferved)  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  duke  of  Sonieiict. 

Bigot's  Manor.  Befides  the  manors  before  men- 
tioned, Roger  Bigot  had  at  the  furvey  fixty  acres  of 
land,  &c.  valued  at  2S.  per  ann.  This  was  afterwards 
held  by  Gerald,  the  king's  chamberlain,  and  (o  de- 
fcended to  the  I.,'I[les,  &c.  This  was  always  held 
by  the  lords  of  Weil-Hail,  of  the  earls  and  dukes  of 
Norfolk. 

In  the  6fh  of  Henry  VI.  Richard  Seyve  held  it  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancai'ter,  lately  belonging  to  Thomas 
Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk;  and  in  the  11th  of 
Henry  VI.  it  was  held  of  John  Mowbrav,  duke  of 
Norfcilk,  of  his  manor  of  Forncct,  and  being  thus 
united  to  the  other  manors,  it  is  held  by  the  heirs  of 
the  late  duke  of  Somcrfct.  The  lect  is  in  the  lord  of 
the  hundred. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St,  Leonard  ;  it  Is  a 
fmgle  pile  of  flint,  Sec.  the  body  is  in  length  abouL 
fixty  feet,  and  twenty-fix  in  breadth,  and  is  covered 
with  tiles  ;  at  the  wefi  end  Hands  a  four-fquare  tower 
of  the  aforefaid  materials,  embattled  with  copings, 
and  c]uoins  of  free-itone ;    herein  hang  three    belis. 

F  2  The 


84  H  U  N  D  R  E  D     O  F 

The  chancel  Is  about  thirty   feet  in  length,   and  fe- 
Venteen  in  breadth,  and  is  covered  with  reed. 

At  prefcnt  there  are  no  fliields  remaining,  but  for- 
merly there  was  the  fhield  of  fir  Robert  Knovvls,  the 
great  uarrior.  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  III.  and  Ri- 
chard II.   aifo  of  Tindale,  and  Mundeford. 

In  anfwer  to  king  James's  queries,  in  1603,  the 
redor  obferves  that  there  were  cighty-fix  communi- 
cants in  this  parifli. 

The  church  is  a  re£lory,  valued  in  the  king's 
books  at  7I.  1 7s.  6d.  and  being  40I.  per  ann.  in  clear 
value,  is  difcharged  of  firfl  fruits,  Sec, 

In  1770  the  Rev.  George  Wright  was  prefentcd  to 
this  reftoiy  by  the  right  honourable  the  carl  and 
countefs  of  Aylesford,  p.j. 

NORTHWOLD,  vulgularly  pronounced  NoR'oi.t), 
and  wrote  Northwaldc  in  Doomfday-book,  adjoins 
to  Methwold,  and  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river 
VVilTey ;  it  is  caljt'd  Wold  from  its  fituation  in  an 
open  country,  and  North  in  refpcd  of  Methwold, 
and  Hockwold,  It  was  given  by  Ethelwold  bifliop 
of  Winchefter,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edgar,  to  the 
monaftery  of  Ely,  being  royal  demefne,  and  that 
prelate  is  faid  to  have  given  to  the  king  Hertinge  in 
exchange;  it  was  at  that  time  eflimatcd  at  twelve 
hides. 

At  the  general  furvey  we  find  that  the  powerful 
carl  Warren  had  deprived  the  monaftery  of  part  of 
this  town,  and  that  there  were  then  two  lordfhips 
here,  one  belonging  to  thp  church  of  Ely,  the  other 
to  the  earl  Warren. 

Bishop 
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Bishop  of  Ely's  iManor.  That  lordfhip  whic^ 
St.  Adeldredc  (that  is  the  clurrch  of  Elv.  fo  called 
from  St.  Audrey,  the  fouiuirefs)  held  at  the  time  o^ 
the  furvey  was  valued  at  9I.  the  town  was  one  leuca 
long,  half  a  one  broad,  and  paid  ^od.  ob.  gelt.  In 
the  time  of  Lcoffwine,  the  fifth  abbot  of  Ely,  when 
the  tenures  and  fervices  belonging  to  the  monaftery 
were  fettled,  this  was  enjoined  to  furnifh  the  houfe 
with  provilions  for  two  weeks  in  every  year.  This 
part,  or  manor,  was  held  bv  the  abbots  and  convent 
of  Elv  till  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  \vhen  the  church 
being  changed  into  a  bifhop's  fee,  it  was  fettled  on 
the  bifhop. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  the  bifliop  held  this  lord- 
fhip, being  a  moiety  of  the  town,  in  capitc,  as  par- 
cel of  his  barony  ;  and  in  die  7th  of  the  faid  king 
there  was  an  extent  of  it,  ^vhen  the  jurors  (aid  tha; 
the  bifhop  had  liberty  of  holding  all  pleas  which 
the  fherifF  might,  with  writ,  or  without,  a  gallous, 
tumbrel,  view  of  frankpledge,  alTize  of  bufhels,  fla- 
gons, and  other  meafures,  and  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  ;  but  the  prior  of  Caftle  Acre  had  two  parts 
of  the  tithes  of  the  earl  Warren's  fee,  called  New- 
Land,  which  fir  Thomas  de  Paveli,  and  Roger  de 
Wylfliam,  and  their  parceners,  held  in  demefne. 

The  manor  lands  \vere,  488  acres  of  arable,  by 
the  great  hundred,  and  the  perch  of  fixteen  feet,  at 
4d.  per  acre,  the  meadow  twenty  acres  at  6d.  per 
acre,  but  if  any  field  lay  fallow,  then  the  feed  of  it 
was  common.  The  heath  called  Scorteling  was 
common  to  all  the  manors  of  the  town,  for  feeding 
only;  the  marfh  called  South-Fen  confifted  of  1000 
acres,  in  which  the  whole  foe  of  the  town  might 
feed,  dig,  8cc.  but  the  foe  of  Mcthwold  could  only 
feed  there,  as  this  townfhip  did  iu  the  common  of 
F  3  Mcthwold^ 
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Afethwold,  \vii.h  ihclr  bcafts,  horn,  and  undcihorn. 
There  was  another  marfli  called  NorLh-Fen,  wherein 
the  wbole  town  might  dig,  feed,  common,  Sec.  and 
a  common  paflure  between  the  town  and  Cranwich, 
in  vvhicli  the  townfliip  might  feed  only.  The  fcveral 
fiflieries  of  Edred's  were  held  by  fir  Ofbcrt  de  Hel- 
gey  ;  Yxehcth,  and  Ruwcre,  by  John  de  la  How; 
in  Fulhcth-Mere,  Beche,  Littlevvere,  Hiihwcrc,  and 
Tappys,  none  but  the  bifhop  was  to  fifli. 

In  an  account  of  Edmund  Pierpoint,  receiver- 
general  of  the  revenues  of  the  fee  of  Ely,  about  the 
reign  of  queen  JNlary,  the  referved  rent  of  this  manor 
amounted  to  2-2\.  los.  iid.  ob.  it  continued  in  the 
fee  till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  beginning  of  her 
reign,  had  it  fettled  by  aci  of  parliament  on  the 
Crown,  by  way  of  exchange,  and  it  was  held  of  the 
crown  by  the  payment  of  22I.  per  ann.  fmce  \vhich 
time  it  has  gone  through  feveral  hands,  viz.  Pierce, 
Croft,  &c.  and  was  lold  by  fir  Philip  Skippon,  and 
fir  Robert  Haiton,  to  Thomas  Holder,  efq.  in  the 
33th  of  Charles  11.  who  by  Bridget,  daughter  of 
Richard  Graves,  of  Mickleton,  in  Glouceflerfliire, 
efcj.  bencher  and  reader  of  Lincoin's-Inn,  had  one 
daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Henry 
Partridge,  cfq.  late  of  Buckcnham-Houfc,  lord  of 
this  manor,  whofe  fon,  Henry  Partridge,  efq.  of 
Lynn-Regis,  by  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of  Mr, 
Wright,  of  London,  is  the  prefent  lord. 

The  before-mentioned  fee-farm  rent  of  22I.  per 
ann.  out  of  this  manor,  payable  to  the  crown,  was 
granted  to  fir  Jolm  Mordaunt,  and  on  the  foundation 
of  his  hofpital,  on  Blackhcath,  he  fettled  It  on  that 
boufe. 

Dageniv's 


G    R    I    M    S    H    O    E.  87 

Dagenf.v's  Manor.  At  the  general  fiirvey  we 
find  the  earl  Warren  pofTeiFcd  of  a  manor,  or  moiety, 
of  this  town,  which  in  the  ConfelTor's  time  was  held 
by  the  churcli  of  Ely,  valued  at  60s.  but  at  3I.  per 
ann.   at  the  {lirvcy. 

This  part  the  aforefaid  earl  beftowed  on  his  depen- 
dents, to  be  held  of  him  by  knight's  fervice,  amongft 
which  was  the  family  of  'de  Pavili,  or  P&villeys, 
who  were  ancient  lords  of  this  manor;  and  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  I.  Ralph  de  Pavili  gave  the  tithes  of" 
all  his  land  in  this  tov>-n  to  the  abbey  of  Caftle  Acre, 
founded  by  the  earl  Warren.  In  the  ift  of  king 
John  Ralph  de  Beanchamp  had  a  grant  of  the  cuflody 
of  the  heir  of  Re2;inald  de  Pavili,  with  all  the  land 
he  held  in  fee,  the  day  he  began  his  journey  to  Jeru- 
falem,  in  which  journey  he  died. 

In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  Roger  Dakency,  or  de 
Akeney,  held  a  fourth  part  of  this  town  of  the  earl 
Warren ;  from  this  Roger  Dakeney  the  manor  af- 
fumed  its  name,  and  was  the  fame  part  and  lordfhip 
that  was  held  before  by  the  Pavilis. 

Sir  Thomas  Dakeney  fcrved  Edward  I.  in  his  wars 
againft  the  Scots,  and  is  on  the  roll  amongll  other 
Norfolk  knights  that  lived  in  that  king's  reign  ;  and 
his  arms  are  flill  to  be  feen  in  one  of  the  chancel 
windows  of  Northwold  church. 

In  the  igth  of  Edward  I.  this  manor,  twenty-one 
meffuages,  &c.  and  4I.  rent,  were  conveyed  to  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Ely  for  200  marks,  who  gave  it  to  the  prior 
and  corivent  of  Ely,  and  by  them  it  was  exchanged 
with  Thomas  de  Chepham,  for  the  manor  of  Over- 
hall,  and  Netherhall,  at  Littlebury,  in  Effex  ;  but  in 
the  14th  of  Edward  III.  Richard  de  Walpole,  and 
F  4  Martin 
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Martin  dc  Mendham,  chaplains,  held  it  by  half  a 
knight's  Ice  of  fir  John  dc  Norwich,  as  belonging  to 
the  manor  of  Scukhorpe,  in  Gallovv  hundred. 

In  the  jth  of  Richard  II.  William  carl  of  Suffolk, 
fon  of  Margaret,  fifter  and  heir  of  fir  Thomas  de 
Norwich,  was  the  capital  lord. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  Thomas  Monchenfy  held 
the  fame  of  fir  Robert  Knolls,  (the  famous  vvariior) 
and  he  of  the  king,  as  duke  of  Lancaftcr,  having 
parchafed  this,  and  the  manor  of  Havel  1,  in  this 
town,  mofl  probably  of  John  de  Wealenham,  who 
was  lord  of  both  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  From 
Monchenfy  it  paffed  with  that  of  Havcll  to  the 
Talboths,  and  Thomas  Talboih  died  lord  Sept.  14, 
1474,  and  lies  buried  with  his  wife,  in  the  church 
of  Nonhwold. 

After  this  the  manors  of  Dagency  and  Havell 
paffed  into  the  family  of  Hobart;  and  in  the  31(1  of 
Henry  VIII.  Walter  Hobart,  then  a  knight,  con- 
veyed them  by  fine  to  John  Ball. 

After  diis  they  were  poffefled  by  Mr.  Adamfon, 
xvho  in  1704  fold  them  to  Thomas  Holder,  cfq. 
wliofe  ^vidovv  was  lady  of  the  aforefaid  manors. 

Haveli's,  or  Hovil's  Manor.  Another  part  of 
the  carl  Warren's  fee,  or  moiety  of  this  town,  was 
given  by  that  earl  to  the  Plays;  and  in  the  12th  of 
Henry  III.  Hugh  de  Plays  granted  to  Ralph  de 
Dunton  the  fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee  here,  to  be 
held  of  him  ;  but  in  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  William 
(Ic.  Havcll  (from  whom  this  lordfliip  had  its  name^ 
wai>  lord  ;  and  in  the  24th  of  Edward  HI.  this  manor 
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was  conveyed  ro  John   de  Weafenham,  who  in  the 
33th  of  the  faiJ  king  died  feifed  of  die  fame. 

After  this  it  was  held  by  Thomas  Monchenfv,  and 
paded  from  him  to  Talboth,  kc.  as  is  obferved  in 
the    manor    of   Dageney,    to     which   it    was    then 

united. 

The  fcite  of  this  manor  is  «ow  to  be  feen  in  a 
pallure-clofe  at  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  town. 

In  the  town  of  Northvvold  is  a  fair  kept  yearly  on 
St.  Andrew's  day,  (Nov.  30)  to  which  Saint  the 
church  is  dedicated. 

Hugh  de  Norwold,  blfliop  of  Ely,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  and  John  de  Norwold,  abbot  of  Bury,  in 
1280,  who  wrote  the  annals  of  this  kingdom,  and 
the  difpute  between  Robert  Grolfhead,  bifhop  of 
Lincoln,  and  pope  Innocent  IV.  were  natives  of  this 
place. 

The  priories  of  Weftacre,  Shouldham,  and  Caflle 
Acre,  had  temporalities  here. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  has 
a  nave,  north  and  fouth  ailes,  with  a  chancel,  all 
built  with  flinc-PLonc,  boulder,  &c.  covered  with 
lead ;  at  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a  very  large 
and  lofty  four-fquare  tower  of  the  aforefaid  mate- 
rials, with  quoins  and  battlements  of  frec-flonc,  and 
eight  pinnacles  of  ftone  carved  ;  in  this  tower  hang 
five  bells ;  and  a  clock,  with  a  dial,  on  the  fouth  fide, 
fronting  the  flreet.  This  neat  and  flrong  tower 
was  built  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  The  church 
is  about  fixty-five  feet  in  length,  and  fifty-five  in 
breadth,  including  the  ailes. 

Near 
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Near  the  font  lies  a  larjre  rnarble  frrave-Hone,  and 
thereon  the  portraiture  of  a  man  in  brafs,  but  that  of 
his  wife  is  rcaved,  and  on  L.hc  plate  of  brafs  this: — • 
Ora'e  pro  anima  Jcha7viis  Perje,  qui  obijt  x.n°  die  7nenfis 
Kovemb,  A''.  Dni:  mcccccv.  et  pro  anima  KatJiarine, 
tixcris  ejus,  quorum  animabus  propitictur  Deus,  Amen. 

This  gentleman  gave  by  will,  in  1301,  a  raefTuagc 
with  fixty-one  acres  of  land  to  this  town,  for  chari' 
table  ufes,  which  they  enjoy  at  this  day. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  nave,  in  the  crofs  aile, 
Hes  a  marble  gravc-flo-ne,  once  ornamented  with  a 
cup  of  brafs,  which  has  a  plate  infcribed — To  John 
J)awJon,  who  died  Feb.  2S,  1531. 

Some  few  years  paft,  juft  as  you  enter  the  chancel, 
lay  a  grey  marble,  with  a  plate  thus  infcribed  :— 
Oratt  pro  animabus  Thcma  Talbothe,  qui  obijt  xiv".  die 
Sepicmb.  A°,  Dni.  mcccclxxiv.  et  Johaime  uxoris 
ejus,  quorum  animabus  propitietur  Deus,  Amen. 

The  grave-ftone  in  memory  of  the  ancient  lord  of 
Dageney,  and  Havel  1,  is  now  removed  and  loft, 
and  in  its  place  lies  one  with  an  infcription, — To 
Hichard  Carter,  gent,  who  died  July  \o,  1723,  aged 
ISy^ars. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  is  a  large  gallery  for 
the  fmgers  ;  and  here  are  alfo  feveral  leather  buckets, 
and  a  fire-engine,  dated  1717,  the  gift  of  Henry 
Partridge,  efq.  of  Buckcnham-houfe. 

The  roof  of  the  nave  is  of  oak,  painted,  and 
gilt  with  gold,  it  is  ornamented  with  the  lettei  A. 
and  a  crown  over  it,  in  honour  of  St.  Andrew,  and 
with  many  Iprcad  eagles  fab.  St.  George's  arms.  The 
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arms  of  Fordharn  bifliop  of  Ely,  in  the  reign  pf  Ri- 
ciiard  II.  hi  his  time  it  is  probable  the  prefent 
church  was  built,  and  above  theTe  arms  (at  fome  dif- 
tancc)  a  nii^re  may  be  obferved. 

Here  are  alfo  the  arms  of  Ely,  and  St.  Edmund,  or 
the  Eafl  Angles. 

The  chancel  appears,  from  the  vvorkmanfhip,  to  be 
more  antique  than  the  nave. 

On  the  head  of  an  oaken  flail  in  the  chancel  is 
this  fhield  cai  ved  : — az,  a  faltire  gul.  between  a  mul- 
let in  chief,  pierced  or,  and  3  doves  (as  they  fcem) 
arg.  The  greateft  part  of  the  fame  arms  is  now  re- 
maining in  the  hall  of  the  redory  houfc,  and  was 
feme  years  pad  to  be  feen  in  the  parlour  windows, 
and  near  to  it  was  painted  the  efligy  of  fome  reclor 
fitting  alone  (as  great  as  Epicurus  himfelf)  at  a  tabic 
well  furnifhed  with  meat  and  drink,  and  this  motto, 
gaudcrc  ct  epulari  opportet. 

On  the  pavement,  near  the  north  wall,  lies  a  mar- 
ble flone,  having  Holder  impaling  Greaves.  Tho- 
mas Holder  died  February  24,  1  7  13,  aged  74. 

In  the  middle  of  the  pavement  is  a  marble  gravc- 
flone,  and  on  it  a  plate  of  brafs,  on  which  Scot  is  im- 
paling three  leopards  : — To  Tlio?nas  Scot,  reclor,  who 
died  j\ov ember  12,  i5i6,  aged  68. 

On  the  pavement  before  the  communion  table  is  a 
marble  ftone, — To  Deborah  jVovcll,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  jYovell,  who  died  May  1,  1661. 

Aga-inll  the  eafl  end  of  the  north  wall  of  the  chan- 
cel   is  a  large  and  lofty  pile  of  clunch,  or  chalk- 

ilune. 
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Jionc,  the  upper  pr.rt  is  of  curious  wrought  fpirc- 
work,  vviih  arched  canopies,  adorned  with  many 
niches,  and  in  ihem  little  pedeAals  for  images.  Ofi 
ihe  body,  or  lower  part,  are  tiic  effigies  of  three  men 
in  armour,  and  three  trees,  a  tree  between  each  man, 
all  in  a  declining  falling  pollure,  which  was,  before 
the  reformation,  called  "  The  fepulchre  of  our  Lord." 
1  he  pofture  of  the  men  alluding  to  what  the  fcripture 
obfcrves  of  the  guard,  or  keepers  of  the  fepulchre  : 
*'  And  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  {l:iake,  and  be- 
came as  dead  men,  and  the  earth  did  quake,  and  the 
rocks  rent,  S:c."  1'hefe  fcpulchres  were  erecled  al- 
ways on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  near  to  tne 
altar. 

Great  wax  lights  were  generally  burning,  and 
great  pomp  and  pageantry  ufed  here  on  high  fef- 
tivals.  On  the  day  of  the  refurreftion,  or  Eafter  day, 
ihe  crucifix  and  the  pix  were  taken  out  of  this  place, 
ichere  they  were  dcpofited  in  a  folcmn  manner  on 
Good  Fridav,  by  tiic  prieft,  on  the  faying  JiirrcxU,  no?i 
cji  hie. 

On  the  fouth  Mc  of  the  chancel  lies  the  body  of 
Robert  Burhill,  D.  D.  re6^or  of  this  church,  and  refi- 
dentiary  of  Hereford,  who  by  his  learned  works,  'wrote 
in  latin  againfl  the  champions  of  the  Romifh  church, 
did  great  fervice  to  the  proteftant  caufe  in  general,  as 
well  as  to  the  church  of  England  in  particular.  He 
was  moll  intimate  with  the  famous  fir  Walter  Raleigh, 
and  afififltd  him  in  the  critical  part  of  his  Hillory  of 
the  world.  He  was  alfo  a  good  antiquary  and  poet, 
as  well  as  a  great  divine,  which  appears  from  Icveral 
manufcripts  61  his,  now  at  Oxford.  In  this  place  he 
look  (an^luary  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  troubles  in 
Odiobcr  JG41.     To  revive  the  memory  of  fo  worthy 

and 
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and  learned  a  man,  Samuel  Knight,   D.  D.  preben- 
dary of  Ely,  erefled  the  table  an.  Dni.  1727. 

In  tlie  lowed  window  of  the  chancel,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  is  Woodhoufe's  arms,  and  in  the  upper  window, 
on  the  north  fide,  Dakeney.  Befides  thefc,  there 
were  formerly  France  and  England  quarterly,  Knowls, 
Talbot.  Curche,  and  the  arms  of  the  priory,  and  dean- 
ry  of  Ely. 

Ralph  de  Pavili,  who  held  part  of  this  town  of 
William  earl  "Warren,  gave  in  the  reign  of  Henry  L 
the  tithes  of  his  land  here  to  the  priory  of  Caflle 
Acre,  tithe  being  in  that  age  in  the  gift  of  any  lord, 
or  owner,  fo  that  it  was  affigncd,  or  given  to  any 
church,  or  religious  houfe,  and  Walcheline  de  Rofei, 
who  held  alfo  lands  here  oi  the  idorciaid  earl,  gave 
the  tithes  of  his  land  to  the  aforefaid  priory.  On  the 
dilfolution  of  that  priory  it  came  to  the  crown,  and 
paffcd  from  thence  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  fincc 
as  a  lay-fee  through  feveral  hands,  and  the  Rev.  Air. 
Pile,  of  Lynn,  is  the  prefent  owner. 

About  1290  the  rcclor  had  a  houfe,  and  a  carucate 
of  land,  valued  at  41  marks,  and  paid  3s.  P(;ter- 
pcnce. 

Thomas  Wrenn,  M.  D.  and  S.  T.  B.  prefentcd 

reftor,  June  1  5,    1651,  was  fon  to  the  biHiop  of  Ely, 

educated  in  Cambridge,  and  created  doclor  of  phyfic, 

i  Oxford,  Auguft  2,  1633,  ^y  '■^^^  chancellor's  letters, 

I      WiUiam  Holder,   re6lor  here  in  1662,   was  fellow 
of  Pembroke-hall,  in  Cambridge,    canon  of  Ely  and 
.  St.  Paul's,    fub-deacon  of  the   king's    chapel,    ftib- 
1  almoner,  kc. 

On 
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On  May  g,  i6gi,  the  king  prefentcd  Thomas 
Armflrong  to  this  reclory.  The  biOiop  of  Ely  is  now 
patron. 

This  re^lory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  29I. 
13s.  gd.  ob.  and  pays  fiifl  fruits  2GI.  16s.  3q.  Tenths 
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In  1277  Andrew  de  Ripa  held  a  water-miU  here, 
and  its  appurtenances,  paying  30s.  yearly  for  all  fcr- 
vices,  which  were  afTigned  towards  the  maintenance 
of  a  chaplain  in  the  church  of  Northwold  for  ever, 
by  the  chaiter  or  deed  of  Hugh  bifhop  of  Ely,  and 
this  chaplain  was  found  by  the  rector,  and  called  the 
chantry  chaplain. 

In  this  church  there  were  the  guilds  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  and  of  St.  John  the  Baptifl. 

Richard  Powie,  vicar  of  Fouldon,  in  1479  gave 
about  40  acres  of  land,  &:c.  in  this  town  to  the  town- 
ftiip,  to  repair  the  church,  Sec.  which  they  at  this  day 
enjoy. 

The  village  of  Northwold  lies  on  the  road  from 
Ihetford  to  Lynn,  and  has  in  it  the  feat  of  Henry  Par- 
tridge, cfq.  an  eminent  counfcllor  at  law,  and  late  re- 
corder of  Lynn-Regis. 

In  1  774  the  Rev.  fames  Bcntham  was  inAituted  to 
ihcreclory,  by  the  right  reverend  the  lord  bifliop  of 
Elv. 

WiTTiNGTON  is  a  hamlct  about  three  miles  north* 
weft  of  the  town,  and  near  Stoke-ftny,  belonging  10 
this  townfhip.  In  the  i.r^th  of  James  I.  Charlc* 
Croft,  cfq.  was  found  to  have  died  pollclfcd  of  a  free 

tenement, 
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tenement,  and  lands  here,  called  Hulliars,  held  of  the 
manor  ot  Nonhwold,  in  free  foccaofe,  and  the  rent  of 
9s.  }\d.  per  ann.  The  roads  from  ThcLford  and 
Brandon  unite  here,  and  pals  from  hence  over  Stoke- 
bridgc,  towards  Lynn,  Dovvnham,  8cc. 

S ANTON,  or  Sand-towm.  This  is  now  a  depo- 
pulated village,  and  has  only  a  manor,  or  farm-houle. 
It  lies  vveflvvard  of  Croxton,  near  the  little  Oufe,  that 
divides  this  county  from  Suffolk.  In  ancient  writings 
it  is  wrote  Santon,  and  Stanton,  and  fo  may  take  its 
name,  either  from  its  fandy  fituation,  or  from  the 
number  of  flinty  ffones  that  are  in  the  fands.  At 
the  furvey  it  was  the  lordfhip  of  William  earl  War- 
ren, and  there  were  three  carucates,  valued  at  los.  per 
ann. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Peter  de  Barew  held 
this  lordniip  of  the  carl  Warren,  and  he  in  capite,  as 
parcel  of  his  barony. 

In  the  gth  of  Edward  II.  Nicholas  de  Stan- 
ton was  returned  as  lord  of  this  place,  but  the  toll 
of  the  ferry  here  belonged  to  the  lord  of  Thetford,  as 
was  found  on  the  death  of  Ralph  de  Cobham,  lord  of 
Ihetfbrd.  The  aforefaid  Nicholas  conveved  the  ma- 
nor to  Roger  de  Bodncy,  and  on  St.  Mauhew's  dav,  111 
tlie  8th  of  Richard  11,  John  de  Bodney,  by  his  deed 
then  dated  at  Santon,  gave  to  truftees  his  manor  in 
Santon,  with  the  rents,  Icrvices,  &:c.  and  all  his  lands 
and  tenements  in  Wilton,  Hockwold,  and  Didlir.g- 
lon,  who  held  it  as  truftees,  'till  could  be  fettled  on 
the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Mary  of  Thetford  ;  and 
in  the  7th  of  Henry  VII.  Nov.  ig,  John  Mowbray, 
duke  ot  Norfolk,  being  one  of  the  truftees,  obtained 
licence  of  mortmain,  on  the  priot  and  convent's  pav- 
.nient  of  23I.  to  the  k'w^]  and  fir  John  Howard,  lord 

of 
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of  the  fee,  confirmed  the  fame  on  the  1 7  th  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  aforefaid  year.  On  the  dillolution  of  the 
priory  at  Thetford,  it  was  given,  with  the  fcite  of  that 
houfe,  to  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  be- 
ing forfeited  on  the  attainder  of  the  faid  duke,  Ed- 
ward VI.  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  May  bth,  in  the 
5th  year  of  his  reign,  gave  it  to  John  Cheeke,  efq.  (his 
fchool-mafler)  to  be  held  of  him  in  capitc,  paying 
28s.  4d.  per  ann.  but  it  came  again  to  the  crown,  by 
a  fine  pafled  in  the  third  and  fourth  of  Phih'p  and 
J^Iary,  between  the  faid  king  and  queen  and  fir  John 
Cheeke  ;  and  in  the  following  year  it  was  enjoyed  by 
Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  was  alienated  by  the 
earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  to  Thomas  Bancroft, 
gent,  on  the  21  ft  of  June,  im  the  21  ft  of  James  I.  to  be 
held,  by  him,  of  the  king  in  capite,  by  the  40th  part 
of  a  knight's  fee.  The  faid  Thomas  left,  by  Marga- 
ret his  wife,  three  daughters ;  Helen,  the  eldeft,  mar- 
ried Robert  Sadler,  gent,  who  had  a  daughter  married 
to  Ihomas  Saunders,  efq.  of  Beachwood,  in  Hereford- 
fhire,  who  purchafing  the  other  fliares,  left  it  to  his 
daughter  and  heirefs,  the  wife  of  fir  Edward  Seabright, 

bart.      From  this  laft  family  it  came  to  Copin- 

gcr,  efq.  and  from  him  to  Roger  Pctiward,  elq.  the 
prclent  lord. 

The  prior  and  convent  of  Caftlc  Acrre,  had  a  por- 
tion of  tithes  here,  valued  at  4s.  5d.  per  ann. 

The  prefent  fabric  is  very  fmall,  rebuilt  out  of  the 
ruins  of  the  old  one,  (which  was  dedicated  to  All- 
faints)  about  a  century  pall,  of  flint,  and  fome  brick, 
being  in  length  about  1  o  feet,  and  in  breadth  about 
15.  The  roof  is  camerated,  plaftered,  and  covered 
with  tiles.  At  the  fouth-weft  corner  is  a  little  place 
railed  above  the  roof,  in  which  hangs  one  bell.  Near 
the  caft  end,  on  the  pavement,  lies  a  marble  ftone 

thus 
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dids  iiifcvlbed  ; — -Tkomas  Bancrofu,  anniger,  ex  praci- 
puis  in  archivis,  ejus  qui  p reef eclo  cerarij  regij  a  memona 
eft  librarijs.      Ciijus  inipaifis  umcis  citque  uUroneis,  ecck- 

Jul  hccc  funditus  anliquitas  demolita,  proprijjque  rudenbia 

Jopita  longian  fcpultaquc,  tandem  rediiiiva  reJurrexU,  cui 
Margaret'a  conjux  pracharijjiraa,  (prater  pier  of  que  liberos 

Jam  dill  in  ciiieres  reda5l@s)  tres  pcperit  Jilias,  nimirum, 
Heknam,  Roberto  Sadlier  in  agro  Hertfordicnfi  apud 
Sopwdl,  divi  albani  page  vicinum,  armigero,  connubio 

junclam.  Elizabetham,  Johanni  Scroggs  de  Patmer-hall 
i?i  codem  comiialu,  armigero,  jiuptam.  jVubdetiique  Marga^ 
retam  virginem,  fumminn  fui  cximins  dotes  dcjiderium  re- 
linquens.  Dierum  Satur  et  Canitie  bona,  indubia  fufci^ 
taudi,  novijjima  tuba,  fpe,  hie  placide  in  Domino  obdor^ 
mit.  Mortalitaie  exiitus,  parafceve  1^  Aprilis,  1636. 

There  was  a  re£lory-houfe,  but  no  land,  in  die  dme 
of  Edward  III. 

Thomas  Helgham,  fen.  gent,  in  1494,  granted  die 
advovvfon  to  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  Thet- 
ford,  who  are  the  prcfent  patrons. 

The  church  of  Santon,  which  for  many  years  had 
]ain  in  ruins,  was  re-built  at  the  charge  of  Thomas 
Bancroft,  gent,  and  confecrated  on  the  6th  of  Janu* 
ary,  i6iS. 

On  March  S,  1635,  Richard  Kendal  was  prefented 
reclor.  He  was  turned  out  by  the  earl  ot  MancheRer, 
Auguft  10,  1G64,  for  obfcrving  the  orders  of  the 
church,  refufmg  to  contribute  to  the  rebellion,  fwear- 
ing,  haunting  inns,  being  dillempered  with  liquor, 
keeping  malignant  company,  and  for  faying  in  a  fer- 
mon,  fix  or  feven  vears  beiorc,  that  the  puritans  were 
hypocrites.  He  was  alfo'plundcrcd  for  the  parlia- 
ment taxes,  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  (fays  Walker)  had 
G  fomc 
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fome   temporal  eRate   alfo   put   under  fcqucflration, 
and  ejected  from  this,  and  SantonDownham  flipend'''. 

This  rciftory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  «!. 
15s.  led.  Tenths  gs.  yd.  of  which  it  is  now  dil- 
chargcd,  the  clear  yearly  value  being  fworn  at  33I. 

In  the  5  th  ^  ear  of  king  John,  Peter  de  Clay  had  a 
fuit  with  "I'homas  de  Ingaldedhorpe,  about  the  right 
of  prefentation  to  this  church  ;  and  in  the  faid  year  a 
fine  was  levied  between  Peter  de  Clay,  and  Adam  de' 
Hackbech,  of  the  advowfon,  wherein  Adam  had  the 
right  conveyed  to  him.  In  the  1 7  th  of  Edward  11.  a 
fine  was  levied  between  Robert,  his  fon,  querent,  and 
Henricus  de  Staunton,  or  Santon,  one  of  the  itinerant 
juftices,  defendant,  of  melfuages  in  Santon,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  church,  granted  to  Hervey  for  life,  re- 
mainder to  Robert. 

■  In  the  1  ith  of  Henry  VI.  fir  Jdhn  Shardelow,  knt. 
died  without  iffue,  feifed  of  this  advowfon,  and  Tho- 
mas Brews,  of  Sail,  efq.  w-as  found  his  coufni,  and 
heir. 

In  1764  the  Rev.  John  Cole  Callaway  Avas  pre- 
fented  cq  the  rcilory  of  Santon,  alias  Santon -houfe,  by 
the  corporation  of  die  borough  of  Thetford.  Duty 
done  here  only  once  a  month. 

Oppofite  to  Santon  is  the  town,  and  feat  of  Down- 
ham,  in  Suffolk,  belonging  to  lord  Cadogan,  called 
San  ton-Do  wnham,  to  diitinguiQi  it  from  Downhaiu, 
in  Norfolk. 

Above 

*    VVilkcr's  fufRtings  of  the  clcrgy,  p.  zd.  p.  228, 
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Above  Santon-Downliam,  on  the  hci2,hLs,  are  a 
lodge,  and  fomeirecs,  icen  at  a  great  diftance,  and  ap- 
pears "  as  a  nofegay  in  die  brcall;  of  this  country." 

STANP^ORD,  MTOte  in  Docmfday-bcok  Estan- 
FORDA,  takes  its  name  from  the  Stony-ford  over  the 
river  that  runs  through  the  town :  at  the  furvey  we 
llnd  it  in  the  hands  of  many  of  the  Conque- 
ror's followers,  but  the  moft  conhderable  part 
was  held  by  Roger,  fon  of  Rainard,  and  was  that 
part,  or  lordQiip,  which  Alflan,  a  Saxon,  held  in 
the  reign  of  the  Confeifor;  the  whole  was  valued  at 
60s.  per  annum.  In  the  fame  village  alfo  Roger 
held  land,  &c.  valued  at  20s.  per  annum,  which  he 
claimed  by  the  gift  of  the  king;  the  whole  was  one 
league  long,  and  half  a  one  broad;  it  paid  i5d.  gelt 
when  the  hundred  was  taxed  at  20s.  of  the  free-men 
the  king  and  the  earl  of  Norfolk  had  the  loc. 

Mortimer's  Manor.  Tl:e  lordfhip  held  by  Ro-- 
ger  came  foon  afccrinto  the  hands  of  the  carl  War- 
ren, who  had  large  poffeihons  in  this  hundred,  and 
was  held  of  him  by  the  ancient  family  oT  Mortimer, 
of  Attlcburgh  ;  lir  Robert  dc:?vIortimer  was  lord  in  the 
teign  of  Ficnry  il.  and  fir  William  had  in  the  1 1  tii 
of  Edward  I.  the  grant  of  a  weeiviy  market  here  on 
Tuefday,  and  a  fan-  for  three  d^ys,  viz,  on  the  eve, 
the  day,  and  morrow  of  Whit-Sundav  ycailv. 
John  de  Thorpe  held  it  in  the  9th  of  Edvvard  11. 
■under  the  Mortimers. 

On  the  divifion  of  the  eflate  of  the  Mortimers, 
this  townfliip  came  to  Cecily,  daughter  arid  co- 
heirefs  of  lir  Thomas  Mortimer,  then  the  wife-  of  fir' 
John  Herling;  and  on  her  deccafe  it  defcendcd  to  her 
Ion,  fir  John  Herling,  who  left  one  daughter  and 
heir,  Ann,  the  wife  of  fir  William  Chamberlain, 
G   2  -knicih: 
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Vnight  of  the  garter,  who  enjoyed  it.  This  Ann 
had  to  her  fcco!id  hufband,  fir  Robert  Winj^ticld, 
c-:)mptroller  of  the  houfliold  to  Edward  IV.  who  died 
fcifed  of  It  in  right  of  his  wife.  In  this  family  it 
remained  till  fir  Anthnnv  VVingfield,  knight  of  the 
ganer,  in  the  time  of  Edward  VI.  conveyed  it  to 
Nicholas  Bacon,  efq.  (afterwards  lord  keeper)  with 
other  lands,  in  Weft-Tofts,  Buckenham  Parva,  and 
Sturflon.  After  tliis  it  was  enjoyed  by  Edward  Coke, 
cfq.  who  was  lord  here  in  the  40th  of  Ehzabeth  ; 
then  by  John  Barker,  efq.  of  the  Ipfwich  family, 
and  from  thence  it  came  to  the  Pentneys. 

Langetot's  Manor.  Befides  this  capital  manor 
of  the  Mortimers,  of  the  fee  of  Roger,  Ion  of  Rai- 
nard,  there  was  alfo  another  lordfliip  belonging  to 
the  fame  fee,  held  of  the  Mortimers.  In  the  time 
of  Henry  III.  John  Langetot  held  here,  and  in 
Buckenham  Parva,  half  a  quarter  of  a  fee  of  fir  Ro- 
bert Mortimer,  and  he  of  the  earl  Warren.  By 
Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Gegge,  it 
came  by  marriage  to  John  Aufteyn,  efq.  who  con- 
veyed it  in  the  21ft  of  Edward  IV.  to  fir  Robert 
Wingficld,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Mortimer,  with 
which  it  continues  united  at  this  time. 

Mundford's  Fee  was  the  next  confiderable  lord- 
fhip  in  this  town,  and  was.at  the  furvey  enjoyed  by 
Hugh  dc  Monifort,  held  by  a  Irce-man,  valued  at 
sns.  per  ann.  but  the  lord  belbre  Hugh  had  only  his 
protection,  and  the  king  had  the  foe. 

Stanford's  Manor.  This  fee  was  divided  into 
two  moieties,  one  of  which  was  enjoyed  by  Nigell 
de  .Stanford,  and  William  de  Buckenliam,  in  the 
rei2;n  of  Rii.hard  I.  In  i9,oo  Hubert  Hacon  was 
lard  ;  and  in  the  3d  of  Edward  IV.    Richard  Gegge, 

and 
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and  Edmund  Hall,  of  Ruckenham  Parva,  held  it  of 
John  Rands,  alias  Rcyraes,  lord  of  Bodney,  and  1  c 
of  the  king;  and  by  the  marriage  of  Margaret, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Gegge,  it  came  to  John  Au- 
flevn.  efq.  who  conveyed  it  to  fir  Robert  Wingfield, 
and  from  that  family  it  came  to  fir  Nicholas  Bacon, 
and  fo  to  fir  Edward  Coke.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
it  was  fold  to  Thomas  Garrard,  efq.  and  his  defcen- 
dent,  fir  Nicholas  Garrard,  bart.  of  Langford,  died 
fcifcd  of  it  in  ;  727  ;  it  was  lately  fold  to  fir  William 
de  Grey,  knt.  lord  chief  jullice  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas. 

Ufford's,  orCAMSEY  Manor.  The  other  moiety 
of  Mon fort's  fee  was  held  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.  by  Richard  de  Burfeld,  by  the 
fixth  part  of  a  fee,  of  the  honor  of  Hagenet.  In 
the  20th  of  Edward  III.  fir  Edmund  de  UfFord,  Sec. 
held  half  a  quarter  of  a  fee  of  Adam  de  Clifton  ;  but 
in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  it  was  in  the  monaflery  of 
Campfey,  in  Suffolk,  given  to  that  houfe  by  Robert 
de  Ufford,  earl  of  Suffolk.  On  the  diiTolution  of 
the  priorv  of  Campfey  it  came  to  the  crown,  and 
was  given  by  Henry  VIII.  together  with  the  manor 
of  Tottington,  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  reign,  Dec.  g, 
to  fir  Robert  Southwell;  and  on  May  16,  in  the 
40th  of  Elizabeth,  was  purchafed  by  fir  Edward 
Coke,  of  fir  Robert  Southwell ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  was  fold  to  Thomas  Gairard,  efq.  fir 
Nicholas  Garrai-d,  bart.  died  feifed  of  it  in  1727, 
it  being  joined  to  Stanford's  manor,  and  fo  all 
Mundford's  fee  was  re-united;  fir  William  de  Grey  is 
the  prefent  lord,   by  purchafe,  as  above, 

Roger  Bigot  had  alfo  at  the  furvcy  fixty  acres   of 

land,  Sec.  held  by  a  free-man  in   the   time  of  the 

G  3  ConfeiTor, 
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Confeflbr,  and  Stanaid  held  it  of  Roger,   valued  at 
£s.  Sd.  per  ann. 

This  was  afterwards  held  by  Walter  Gezun,  in  the 
1  nh  of  Eduard  II,  and  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  by 
William  Gezun.  After  diis  we  meet  with  no  other 
account,  of  it,  it  being  united  to  fome  of  the  other 
lordfliips. 

William  bifliop  of  Thetford  had  lands  belonging 
to  his  fee,  valued  at  6s.  6d.  per  ann.  This  was 
land  belonging  to  his  lordfliip  and  town  of  Tofts, 
which  extended  into  this  place. 

Rainald,  fon  of  Ivo,  hadalfo  at  the  furvey  four- 
teen acres  of  land,  valued  at  2s,  Sd.  per  ann.  which 
came  afterwards  to  the  earls  of  Glouccfler,  and 
Clare;  this  part  was  annexed  very  early  to  fome  of 
the  other  lordfliips,  no  account  of  it  being  found  on 
any  records  that  wc  have  met  with.  The  Icct  is  iu 
the  lord  of  the  hundred. 

The  road  from  Bury,  and  Thetford,  to  Swaffham, 
and  Walfingham,  lies  through  this  village:  a  modern 
author'"'  afferts,  that  travellers  find  here  one  good  inn, 
but  this  may  be  found  by  fad  experience  to  be  a 
miftake. 

1  he  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  is  built 
of  brick,  &c.  it  has  been  a  regular  and  neat  pile, 
confifling  of  a  nave,  north  and  fouth  ailes,  and  a 
chancel,  but  is  now  in  a  very  fordid  and  ruinous 
condition,  bpth  church  and  chancel  being  for  the 
mofl  part  unpaved,  the  timber  of  the  roof  gready 
decayed,    feveral  good  windows,  or  lights,    worked 

up 

♦  Mag.  Brit,  Ant.  &:  Nova,  i.iNorfF.  p.  35O, 
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up,  and  by  no  means  kept  as  becomes  a  place  dedi- 
caicd  to  the  fcrvicc  of  God. 

The  nave  is  in  length  about  thirty-four  feet,  and 
in  breadtli,  inchiding  both  the  aik^s,  fifty  ;  it  is  co- 
vered with  lead,  as  both  the  ailes  formerly  were,  of 
which  they  were  flripped  fome  years  paff  by  the 
church-wardens,  S:c.  at  prefent  the  fouth  aile  is  co- 
vered with  tile,  and  the  north  with  reed.  Thefe 
ailes  feem  to  have  been  additions  to  the  body  of  the 
church,  erected  by  fome  pious  perfons  as  chapels, 
or  chantries.  The  chancel  is  in  length  about  thirty 
feet,  and  twenty  in  breadth ;  both  on  the  fouth  and 
north  fide  of  it  there  have  been  chapels  annexed,  or 
other  buildings,  as  appears  from  the  ruinous  heaps 
ot  iloncs  which  (lili  remain. 

At  the  wefl  end  of  the  nave  flands  a  tower  of  flint, 
round  as  high  as  the  roof  of  the  na\e,  and  from 
thence  oilangnlar,  in  which  hang  three  bciis,  one 
of  which  is  broke. 

Here  were  anciently  in  this  church  the  arms  of  the 
earls  of  Clare;  Beauchamp ;  earl  of  Warwick; 
Mortimer,  of  Attleburgh;  of  England;  and  of 
Fitz-John. 

In  the  14th  of  Edward  I.  fir  William  de  TNlorti- 
raer  fued  the  prior  of  Shouldham  for  the  prefentation 
of  this  church,  and  having  recovered  it,  granted  it 
to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Shouldham  ;  and  on  the 
21  ft  of  April,  '1301,  it  was  appropriated,  and  the 
endowment  of  a  vicarage  was  left  to  the  bifliop  of 
Norwich,  and  his  fucceffor,  to  take  place  on  the 
death  of  the  prefent  redor.  But  before  this  it  appears 
that  the  prior  and  convent  of  Caftle  Acre  had  two 
parts  of  the  tithes  of  the  deraefncs  of  fxr  Robert  de 
G  4  Mortimer 
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Mortimer  confirmed  to  them  bv  Simon  bifl)op  of 
Norwich  ;  and  we  find  in  1428  ihe  prior  charged  for 
them  at  15s, 

The  vicars  were  nominated  by  the  bifliop  of  Nor- 
wich to  the  prior  of  Shouldham,  who  prefentcd. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  ^'I.  the  monaflery  of 
Shouldham  was  taxed  for  their  fpirituahties  at  thir- 
teen marks,  4s.  ^d.  the  tenths  were  1  7s.  gd.  ob.  and 
the  vicar  was  taxed  at  fix  marks,  i!>s.  iid.  the  tenths 
8s.  led. 

In  the  re£ior's  reply  to  king  James's  queries,  in 
3603,  he  obferves  that  there  were  fevcniy-fix  com- 
rnunicants. 

On  the  diffolution  of  Shouldiiam  monaflerv  the 
patronai^e  of  this  \icarage,  together  ^vith  the  appro- 
priated rcciory,  came  to  the  crown,  and  there  conti- 
nued till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  41!!  year  of  her 
reign,  procured  an  a6i  ol  parliament  to  empower  her  to 
grant  and  convey  the  impropriate  tithes,  offerings, 
Gilebe  lands,  Sec.  of  redories  lodged  in  the  crown 
to  fcverai  epifcopal  fees,  and  for  her  to  take  into  the 
right  of  the  crown,  on  the  vacancy  of  any  fee,  any 
part  of  the  honors,  caflles,  manors,  lands,  Sec.  of  the 
faid  fees,  as  (hould  amount  to  the  yearly  value  of 
fuch  re^ories  impropriate,  to  be  fettled  on  them  for 
ever,  by  way  of  an  exchange,  like  that  of  Glaucus 
and  Diomedcs.  Thus  this  impropriate  rc£lory,  with 
many  others,  came  to  the  fee  of  Ely,  many  not)le 
lordfliips  being  taken  from  that  fee  by  this  plea,  after 
the  death  of  doctor  Cox,  bifhop  there  in  15S1.  Yet 
the  good  queen,  fays  Dr.  Kcnnet  in  the  Hiftory  of 
Impropriations,  p.  156.  did  herein  confulc  and  ad^ 
vancc  the  horjor  of  her  royal  perfou  and  governmenr, 

by 
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by  tliliiking  the  old  lav-fees  were  better  for  the  crown, 
mid  the  ecclefiaflical  revenues  for  the  church  ;  but 
hou-  the  queen  confulted  this  will  be  difficult  to  de- 
termine, when  even  the  aforefaid  author  acquaints 
ns,  that  upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  in  the 
Houfc  of  Lords,  all  the  fpiritual  lords  then  prefent 
did  exprefslv  diiTent  from  it.  By  this  means  (fays 
the  learned  Ridley,  in  his  View  of  the  Civil  Ecclefi- 
aflical Law,  p.  305,)  the  billiops  were  brought  into 
obloquy,  as  though  they  detained  the  due  provifion 
of  the  parochial  church  from  it,  and  are  fet  in  a 
ready  way  to  be  overthrown,  if  every  bird  have  his 
own  feathers  again. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  In  the  king's  books  at  5I. 
13s.  id.  ob.  and  is  difcharged,  being  returned  of  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  iSl.  per  ann. 

In  I  75 1  the  Rev.  Robert  Rolfe  was  prefented  to 
this  vicarage  by  the  biQiop  of  Llv. 

STURSTON  lies  in  the  nonh-eaft  angle  of  this 
hundred,  and  may  derive  its  name  from  the  rivulet 
that  runs  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  formerly  (it  is  not 
unlikely)  called  the  Stour,  though  at  prefent  its 
name  is  not  known.  Stour,  or  Stert,  is  a  name  fre- 
quently to  be  met  with,  mod  of  the  counties  in  Eng-« 
land  having  rivers,  brooks,   2cc.  thus  denominated. 

At  the  furvey  it  was  the  lordfliip  of  Ralph  lord 
Bainard,  a  powerful  baron,  who  came  into  England 
with  the  Conqueror;  and  Luvellus  (probably  an- 
ccflor  of  the  family  of  Lovel,  in  Norfolk)  held 
of  him  fix  carucates  of  land,  Sec.  valued  at  60s. 
alfo  two  carucates,  Sec.  of  laud,  which  fixteen  free- 
lacu  held,  valued  at  20s.  The  whole  was  a  leasiue 
Jong,  hali'aone  broad,  and  paid  2od.  gelt. 

The 
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The  lorrlfhip  was  afterwards  foiTclLcd  by  William 
»ord  Bainard,  on  account  of  his  rebellion  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  I.  and  \vas  given  by  that  king  to 
Eobcrt,  grandfon  of  Gilbcjt  earl  of  Clare,  whofc 
poflerity  afTumcd  the  name  of  Fitz-Waltcr,  lord 
Bainard.  It  was  held  of  them  as  of  die  honor  of 
Caflle-Bainard,  in  London,  bv  the  rent  of  4od.  per 
ann.  cafile-guard  raonev.  In  the  22d  of  Edward  III. 
it  was  conveyed  by  fine  from  John  Clare  to  fir  John 
Harling;  and  was  held  in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  by 
fir  Simon  Fclbrigg,  knt.  of  the  earl  of  Rutland,  in 
the  right  of  his  wife,  widow  of  the  lord  Fitz-Wakcr ; 
but  Robert  Dey,  gent,  of  Sturflon,  died  in  1516 
poffcfl^cd  of  the  manor  of  Sturflon,  and  left  only  two 
daughters  and  co-heirs,  Jane,  and  Elizabeth,  between 
whom  it  was  divided. 

After  this  it  came  to  the  Family  of  Jermyn,  of 
Rufiibrook,  in  Suffolk;  and  Edmund  Jermyn,  efq. 
fon  and  heir  of  fir  1  homas  Jermyn,  died  in  the  13th 
of  Elizabeth,  wiihout  ilfnc,  fcifcd  of  it,  and  held  it 
of  Thomas  earl  ol  SuITcx. 

In  the  reign  of  James  T.  it  was  fold  to  Henry  Be- 
dingficld,  efq.  fifth  fon  of  fir  Henry  Bcdingfield,  of 
Oxburgh,  who  died  loid,  and  was  buried  here  about 
1629,  in  which  family  it  continued  till  it  was  fold  by 
John  Bedingficld,  efq.  of  Beeflon,  about  the  year 
1 730,  to  Mr.  Bullock,  coufin,  and  one  of  the  heirs 
of  fir  Thomas  Colbv,  bart.  who,  on  a  divifion  of  the 
aforefaid  fir  Thomas's  cftate,  is  faid  to  have  had 
about  30,000!.   for  his  fhare,  or  part. 

Bcfides  the  manor  before  mentioned,  Roger  Bigot 
at  the  furvey  held  fixty  acres  of  land;  but  this  part 
was  alfo  foon  after  annexed  to  the  lordfiiip  aforefaid, 
aj  was  that  part  which  belonged  to  Ralph  de  Tony. 

Ihc 
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The  m:inor-houre  only   now  remains,  the  refl.  cf 
ilic  villa2;e  being;  deinollOied. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Crofs,  and 
Rands  a  little  fouth  of  the  hoidc;  ic  is  a  fmall  pile, 
built  of  flint,  &:c.  about  twenty-fix  feet  in  length, 
and  fourteen  in  breadth,  covcicd  with  tiles ;  at  the 
eaft  end  was  formerly  a  chancel,  as  appears  from  the 
foundation-flones ;  and  at  the  weft,  end  is  a  low 
fquare  tower  of  flint,  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and 
open  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 

On  the  pavement  lies   a  gravc-ftone  infcribed — ■ 
To  Ann  the  wife  of  John  Bcdincr field.,  g^^t.  fcrmerlj  a 
•citizen   of  London,  now   a  grocer   in  Lymi-Regis,  zoho 
died  Dec.  14,  1677,  aged  38  years. 

Again fl  the  north  wall  is  a  plain  flone  monumenr, 
■with  this  infcription : — Henncus  Bedingfeld  quinius 
fdius  Domini  Henrici  Bedinjjield,  militis  anrati,  de^ 
Junoti,  et  Maria  uxor  He?iriciy  Jilia  Chrifliani  Catholici, 

jdc-dorniiunt  in  Domino,  fpe  Jirma  expeBantes  carnis  re^ 
Jurreciionem  et  vitam  aternam  per  Jcfum  Clirifium  Do~ 

minum  noflrum.  An"  Dom.  1629. 

This  church  ^vas  well  endowed,  which  occafioned 
its  early  appropriation  to  tiie  priory  of  Dunmow,  in 
Effex,  founded  by  the  lords  Baynard  ;  for  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  was  in  that 
houfe,  and  the  prior  and  convent  had  a  manfion- 
houfe,  or  reftory,  endovv^ed  with  a  carucate  of  land; 
procurations  then  were  5s.  Synodals,  2s.  In  1428 
the  prior  was  taxed  for  his  fpirltualities  here  at  fiX 
marks,  and  for  his  temporaliues  at  16s.  6d. 

At  the  diffolution   it  was  granted   to    the  earl   of 
Suifex,  and  held  of  him  (as  the  lordQaip  was)  by  the 

Jermyns, 
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Jermvns,  and  fo  came  to  the  Bedingfields,  and  from 
tliem  to  the  Bullocks. 

"Mr.  Blomficld  fays,  "  tlie  curate  who  officiates  is 
allowed  61.  per  ann.  only." 

In  1753  the  Rev.  Colby  Bullock  was  llcenfed  to 
this  reiioTV,  or  curacy,  on  the  prefentation  of  the 
right  honourable  the  earl  of  Eflcx. 

WEST-TOl-TS  joins  to  the  weft  fide  of  Stan^ 
ford :  ioft  fignifies  a  houfe,  or  cottage,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  the  poverty  of  any  perfon  this  proverb  was 
ufed.  that  he  had  not  toft,  or  grofts.  that  is,  houfe, 
or  land,  the  adjunf^  weji,  is  to  diflinguifli  it  from 
other  villages  of  the  fame  name,  as  Buckenham- 
Tofts,  Sec.  In  Doomfday-book  it  is  wrote  Stofiia, 
and  was  at  that  time  the  lordfiiip  of  William  bidiop 
oFThetford;  bifhop  Ailmar  held  it  in  the  Confef- 
for's  time,  valued  nt  40s.  at  the  fnrvey  at  60s.  and 
was  held  of  the  bifliop  by  Richard  and  Elias.  The 
whole  town  was  one  league  long,  and  half  a  one 
broad,  and  j-aid  ij6.  to  the  gelt. 

Caston-Hall  Manor.  At  the  furvey  there 
were  only  two  lordfhips,  one  held  by  Richard,  the 
other  by  Elias,  of  the  fee  then  of  Thetford,  but 
foon  after  removed  to  Norwich.  In  the  reign  of  Ri- 
chard I.  Adam  de  Rreideflon  held  a  moiety,  and  after 
him  the  Katelluns,  or  Caftons,  which  family  had  a 
lordfliip  here  before  the  3d  of  Henry  III.  In  the 
Gallons  it  remained  till  fir  John  de  Cafion  had  two 
daughters  and  co-heirs,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Robert 
Carbonel.  and  Alice,  to  William  Faflolf  In  1393 
fir  John  Faflolf  prefer  ted  as  lord  to  this  church;  but 
in  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  fir  John  Carbonel  was  lord, 
and  held  it  half  a  fee  of  tlic  biQiop  of  Norwich. 

Iq 
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In  1433  John  Bcrney,  cfq.  of  Recdham,  died  fcifed 
of  this  manor  of  Callon-Hall;  in  tl^  familv  of  the 
Berneys  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  when 
it  was  conveyed  to  the  Jcrmyns,  lords  of  the  other 
part  of  the  town.  In  16S2  Henry  Jcrmyn,  earl  of 
Si.  Albans,  was  lord ;  foon  after  this  it  was  fold  to 
Mr.  Vincent,  of  Little-Buckenham ;  from  hirn  it 
palled  to  Robert  Partridge,  efq.  and  on  his  death  it 
defcended  to  his  brother,  Henry  Partridge,  efq.  whofe 
fbn,  Henry  Partridge,  efq.  of  Northwold,  was  lord» 
George  Nelfon,  efq.  fon  of  George  Neifon,  efq.  of 
London,  lord-mayor  in  1766,  is  the  prefent  lord  and 
patron,  and  has  built  one  of  the  handfomefl  feats  of 
its  fize  in  Norfolk,  ornamented  with  extenhve  and 
beautiful  plantations. 

Tofts  Manor.  This  lordOiip  was  held  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  I.  by  Adam  de  Breidelton,  and  af- 
ter by  the  family  of  the  Caftons;  but  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  it  was  divided  into  two  manors,  one  of 
which  was  held  by  fir  Robert  de  Carton.  In  the 
2Sth  of  Edward  I.  John  de  Toft  held  twelve  mef- 
fuages,  three  hundred  acres  of  land.  Sec.  but  in  the 
3d  of  Henry  IV.  Richard  Gegge  held  it ;  in  this  fa- 
mily it  continued,  till  by  the  marriage  of  Margaret, 
one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  Richard  Gegge, 
efq.  it  came  to  John  Auflcyn,  efq.  about  the  reign 
of  Edward  IV.  Jt  was  afterwards  convcved  to  1  ho- 
mas  jermvn,  and  being  thus  united  to  his  othei  ma- 
nor, it  continued  in  that  family  till  it  was  iold  to 
Mr.  Vincent,  as  is  before  obfervcd. 

Bigot's,  or  Dorward's  Ma?sOR.  This  manor 
contained  a  moiety  of  the  town,  and  was  probablv 
that  part  which  was  held  by  Elias,  of  the  billiop  of 
Thetford,  at  the  furvey,  and  after  by  Jeffrey  de  Mel- 
ton, father  of  Peter  ie  Conrtablc,  and  his  fon,  Re- 
ginald, 
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glnald,  dying  without  iffae,  it  fell  to  his  ihiee  fiflcrs 
and  co-heirs  J  Ah'ce,  married  to  Cokefield ;  Ilabel, 
to  Birfton;  and  Ediih,  firA  married  to  lir  Stephen  de 
Aftley,  ai-.d  after  to  Holevvell;  but  John  de  Coke* 
field,  fon  of  the  eldeft  fiRer,  Alice,  feenis  to  have,  on 
a  divifion  of  the  eflate.  this  manor  afligned  to  him. 
In  the  3d  of  Edward  I.  hr  William  Beiet,  or  Bigot, 
held  it;  he  was  valet  to  Henry  Jll, 

In  the  3th  of  Henry  VI.  three  daughters  were 
found  to  be  fifters  and  co-heirs  to  their  brother,  Wil- 
liam Bigot,  who  died  without  iffue  ;  Catherine,  the 
eldeft,  married  Robcri  Hunt,  whole  daughter,  Ifabel, 
married  Thomas  Dayrell,  who  died  feifed  of  this 
manor  in  1490;  and  Thomas  Jcrmyn,  efq.  on  his 
marriage  with  Anaiiafia  Dayrel,  became  lord  of  this 
part.  In  1684  wc  find  it  in  the  fame  family,  when 
Henry  Jermyn,  earl  of  St.  Albans,  prefented  to  the 
church ;  but  foon  after  this  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  Vin- 
cent, of  Buckenharn  Parva,  and  by  him  to  Rubcrt 
Partridge,  efq.  and  fo  to  George  Nelfon,  efq. 

How  the  other  two  parts  of  the  manor  that  came  to 
Galvon,  and  Fox,  by  the  marriage  of  the  co-heirs 
of  Bigot,  defcended,  we  cannot  fay;  but  John  Oli- 
ver, of  WefL  Tofts,  died  November  23,  1557,  leilcd 
©fit;  and  in  1572  Edmund  Wright,  efq.  held  it; 
foon  after  this  it  came  to  the  Jerrayns,  and  io  was 
united  to  the  other  parts. 

The  prior  of  Thetford  had  lands  here  given  him 
with  ihe  m.inor  of  Sauion,  by  i'hoinas  l;(juuey  ;  ami 
on  the  7th  of  Augull,  m  the  27th  of  Elizabeth,  the 
queen,  on  the  humble  petition  of  Elcnry  lord  Wcnt- 
worth,  grants  to  Ihcoohiius  Adams,  and  '1  homas 
Butler,  of  London,  gciv.s.  all  ilie  lands  heic  belong- 
ing to  the  hte  priory  ox   i'hetfoid,   which  were  one 

hundit-d 
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luindred  acres  of  land,  meadow,  and  pafliire.  In 
the  41(1  of  Elizabedi  dicy  were  pofltlfcd  by  Edmund 
jermyn. 

The  abbot  of  Conches  was  taxed  in  1423  for  his 
temporalities  here,  viz.  a  mill,  Sec.  at  6s.  arid  the 
prior  of  Canterbury,  for  his  fpiritualiiies,  at  4.^.  6d. 

On  Monday  the  26.  of  January,    1720,  an  oaken 
coHin  was  found  in  a  moift,    fpringy   place,  in   this 
town,   by  iomc  workmen  belonging  to  Mr.  Partridge, 
who  were  making  a  ditch  to  drain  the  ground  ;   near 
the  place  where  it  was  found  is  a  piece  of  ground  (a 
liiile  cafl  of  the   church)    moated   about,   where  for- 
merly was  the  feat,  or  hall,  of  the  Caflons,  and  per- 
haps here  might  have  been  fome  neighbouring  cha- 
pel;   it  lay  S.  E.  and  N.  W.   and  was  full  of  water; 
in  it  were  the  bones  of  the  perfon  interred,   and  a  re- 
prefentation  of  a  face,   cut  cither   in  jet,  or   Lanca- 
ihire  coal,  with  an  hole  through  the  upper  part  of  it, 
and  alfo  a  blue  cypher,  which  feemed  to   have  been 
fee  in  a  ring,  and  feveral  blue  irregular  beads,  with  a 
broken  golden  verrcl,  which  the  workmen  i.iid  flipped 
olf  a  iiiiali  piece  of  wood  like    a  kniLtlng-dieatu ;   it 
*   was  broken  and  bent  out-right  by  them  ;   it  piobably 
belonged  to  fome  fmall   crucifix:   they  were    in    the 
hands  of  the  late  Mr.  'I'hoaias  Martin. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  is  a  very 
ancient  building  of  flint-Itone,  Sec.  the  nave  is  in 
length  about  fifty-four  feet,  and  in  breadth,  together 
with  the  north  ailc,  twenty-feven  feet,  and  is  covered 
with  reed. 

On  the  pavement,  near  the  reading  defk,  lies  a 
marble  grave-ilone,   with   the  arms  of  Partridge :  — 

In  a  vauU  undsr  this  f. one  lyUti  the  kodj  cf  Robert  Par- 
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tridge,    cfq.    of  Buckenhnm-lloufe,    ddejl     [on   nf   Mr. 
Hcnjy  partridge,  of  Loxvbrook,  m   the  pnrijii   of  Bray, 
in  Bcrkfhire;  he  depaned  this  life  Dec.  26,  i  7  i  o. 
Prok  Dolor  !  jam  virtus  Jala  fuperf Us. 

In  the  ivall  on  the  fouth  fide  is  the  place  for  the 
holy  water,  where  formerly  was  an  altar.  The 
north  aile  is  tiled,  and  not  fo  antique  as  the  nave ; 
it  has  an  afcent  at  the  eaft  end,  where  was  another 
altar.  At  the  weft  end  of  the  nave  ftands  a  lar2;e 
fquare  tower  of  flint,  coped  and  embattled  ^vith 
quoins  of  frce-ftonc,  in  nhich  hang  four  bells ;  the 
great  bell  is  tins  infcribcd: — Virgo  coronata,  due  ms 
ad  regna  heata. — This  tower*  was  begun  about  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  or  in  the  beginning  of 
Edward  IV.  Round  the  water-table  is  an  account  of 
the  benefadors  cut  in  flone,  in  old  charaders. 

The  chancel  Is  of  equal  height  with  the  nave,  and 
has  no  arch  to  feparate  it,  which  fhews  the  antiquity 
of  the  whole  pile  ;  it  is  covered  with  thatch,  and  is 
in  length  about  thirty-three  feet,  and  eighteen  in 
breadth ;  there  has  been  a  veftry,  as  appears  from  the 
door  (which  led  into  it)  on  the  north  fide;  Here  lies 
a  marble  grave-flone,  with  a  fhield  of  Barwick,  and 
a  latin  infcription,  to  Benjamin  Barwick,  rcclor  46 
years,  he  died  in  1669. 

Adjoining  lies  another  marble  grave -f^one,  with 
the  arms  of  Jermyn: — Hereunder  Lxetk  the  bodies  cf 
jfchn  Jermyn,  late  of  Wejt-Tojts,  efq.  a?id  alfo  of  Thomay 

Jermjn, 

*  Though  it  Is  certain  the  foundstlon  was  lidd,  and  the  tower 
built  as  high  as  the  water-table,  in  the  reigns  slove-nien- 
tioncd,  yet  it  feeais  not  to  have  been  cGmple?)ted  till  ^  long  tiine 
after;  for  in  1518  William  Oliver  left  to  the  cdyfying  of  the 
ftceplc;  6s.  Sd. 
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Jcnnyn,  cfq.  his  hrotJicr,  a  pentioner  of  the  bodies  of  the 
late  king  James,  and  aljo  of  king  Charles,  bulk  of  blefjed 
memories 

Another  marble  {lone  is  infciibed — To  JoJin  Hen- 
7nan,  late  curate  of  this  parijli,  and  reBor  of  Great  Cref- 

Jingham,  fon  of  Mr.  William  Henmayi,  of  Charing,  in 
Kent,  who  died  March  26,  1730,  aged  35. "   Pius 

Jilius ,  fdus  amicus,  vir  eximia  eruditionis,  ecclejice  decits.''' 

In  llie  upper  window  of  the  chancel,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  is  Cafton's  fliield;  and  there  were  anciently  the 
arras  of  Wright,  Spring,  Heigham,  Francis,  Berney, 
and  Reedham. 

In  1603  the  re^^or  faid  that  there  were  80  commu- 
nicants in  this  parifh. 

In  1  773  the  Rev.  George  Wright  was  prefented  to 
this  re6lory  by  George  Nelibn,  efq.  lord  and  patron. 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  SI.  6s. 
id.  ob.  and  by  the  late  acl  of  queen  Anne  is  dif- 
charged  of  fir  ft  fruits  and  tenths,  being  valued  at  49!. 
per  ann.  real  value. 

Andrew  Hook,  or  Hewke,  willed  in  14S4  to  be 
buried  in  this  church,  before  the  image  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  and  gave  to  the  building  of  the  flceple  30I. 
John  Olyver,  by  his  will  in  1482,  gave  to  the  (teeple 
4  marks ;  both  their  names  are  on  the  fteeple. 

WEETING,  or  Weting,  lies  weft  of  Santon,  in 
the  fouth  part  of  the  hundred,  where  it  is  divided  from, 
Suffolk  by  the  little  Oufe.  Part  of  it  was  given  to 
the  monaftery  of  Ely,  in  the  time  of  king  Edgar,  by 
Ethelwold  bilhop  of  VVinchefter ;  but  at  the  general 
■H  iurvev 
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fun-cv,  bv  the  Conqueror,  this  part  was  then  tli^ 
lordfliip  of  William  earl  ^\''an•cn.  Another  part  be- 
longed to  rhe  Conqueror's  own  nianor  of  Mcthwold, 
then  in  the  cuflody  of  W'illiam  dc  Noiers.  wliich  in 
the  Confeflfofs  time  belonged  to  Siigand  archbiOiop 
of  Canterbury.  The  whole  is  there  faid  to  be  one 
league  and  an  half  in  breadth,  and  paid  i4d.  gelt,  and 
is  wrote  VVetingc,  that  is  Wet-Inge,  a  watry  meadow, 
as  lying  in  a  bottom,  and  having  a  large  tra61  of  low 
ground  adjoining  to  the  Oufe,  often  fuichargcd  with 
water. — Blomjidd,  £0110477. 

Soon  after  the  furvcy,  that  part  alfo,  which  was 
held  by  the  king,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  carl 
Warren,  and  the  whole  town  was  held  of  thofe  lords 
by  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  dc  Plays,  of  which 
family  was  Hugh  de  Plays,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of 
king  Stephen,  and  fir  Ralph  dc  Plays,  between  whom 
and  the  burgefTes  of  Theiford  there  was  a  fuit  about 
common-paflure  in  Croxton. 

This  family  continued  lords,  and  Giles  de  Plavs 
being  kni2;hted,  was  in  the  22d  of  Edward  I.  fum- 
moned  as  a  baron  to  attend  the  king  on  the  firfl  of 
September  at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  fail  into  Gaf- 
coigne  to  recover  his  inheritance,  and  the  faid  lir  Giles 
died  in  1303. 

Richard,  fon  of  fir  Giles,  held  two  parts  of  this  ma- 
nor, the  other  part  being  in  the  prior  of  Broomhill, 
with  a  lilhcrv  here.  In  the  2  ah  of  Edward  III.  Ri- 
chard  his  fon  was  lord,  and  died  beyond  fea  in  the 
34th  of  the  faid  king,  leaving  Mary  his  widow,  the 
daughter  of  fir  Walter  dc  Norwich,  and  John  his  fon, 
of  the  age  of  iS  years.  In  the  4uth  of  Edward  III. 
the  faid  John  was  a  knight.  In  the  5th  of  Richard  II. 
he  lent  the  king  20I.  towards  his  wars,  and  in  the  gih 
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of  that  king   attended  John  duke  of  Lancafter  in  his 
expedition   into  Spain,  and  died  in  the   i^ih  year  of 
the  fame  king.      1  he  faid  fir  John  was  the  lafl  heir 
male  of  this  family,  leaving  only  one  daughter,  Mar- 
garet,  married   to   fir  John  Howard,  ancefior   to  the 
duke  of  Norfolk.      His  \v\\l  is  dated  on  Thurfday  be- 
foie  the  feaflof  St  John  Baptift,  13S5,  at  Ocle-mag- 
na,  in   Eilcx,   and   was  proved  on  the    iGthofJulv, 
13S9.      "  He  bequeaths  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the 
"  priory  of  Broomhill,   to  which  houfe  he  gives  his 
"  whole  fuit  of  veftments,  a  cup  and  thurible  of  fil- 
"  \'er,  two  phials,  an  inccnfe-boat,  and  an  ofculatory 
*'   of  filver  gilt;  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Walfing- 
"  ham  his  red  veftment,  and  ten  marks  of  filver;  to 
"  the  prior  and  convent   of  Broomholm  his   black 
"  veflment,  and  ten  marks  of  filver  ;  to  the  abbcfs  and 
*'  convent  of  Marham,  to  the  priorefs  and  convent  of 
'•  W^ykes,  to  the  priorefs  and  convent  of  Heningham, 
"  to  the  priorefs  and  convent  of  Thctford,  and  to  the 
"  prior  and  convent  of  Ingham,  23l^viz.  to  each  houfe 
*'   iocs,  fterling;   to  the  repair  of  every  church  in  his 
"  patronage  405.  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary  at  Felt- 
"   well,  diat  of  Toftree,   Chelcfwoih,   and   vStanfled- 
*'  Montlychet,  4I.  viz.  to  each  20s.      To  fir  William, 
"   parfon  of  the  church  of  Knapton,  2nl.  in  filver.   To 
*'  fir  John  l-incoln,  clerk,  Simon  Barret,  fir  John,  vi- 
"   car   of    Wyndefore,    fir  William,    parfcn    of  thii 
*'  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Wceting,  fir  John  Hoo,  his 
"   chaplain,  and  John  Sauflin,  30I.  of  filver,  viz.  to 
•'   each  loos.     To  all  the  houfes  of  friars  mendicants 
"  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  ElIcx,  and  Cam- 
"  bridgefliire,  five  marks  each.     To  Joan,   his  wife, 
"  all     his      wardrobe,    and    all     his    filver    velfeis, 
'•  with  all  his  other  utenfils  and  ornaments  belong- 
"  ing  to  his  houfe,   not  before   bequeathed,  with  all 
"  lui    other    gouds  and   chattels  in  his    manors    of 
H   2  *'  Knapton, 
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"  Knnpton,  Tofttce,.  and  Chclefvvorth.  To  Hr  WIl- 
"  liam  Beaucharnp,  and  fir  John  Mannion,  kncs.  lo 
*'  each  a  fiK'cr  cup  with  a  cover,  to  be  made  new, 
"  weighing  lolb.  in  grofs;  to  fir  Stephen  Hales,  j(-)lm 
"  de  Bufoh,  Richard  de  Sutton,  kr.ts.  and  Edmund 
"  Gurnev,  to  each  of  them  a  new  cnp  to  be  made  of 
"  filvcr,  wiih  a  cover,  each  of  the  weight  of  lo  maiks 
*'  in  grofs.  To  his  fon,  John  Howard,  all  his  ar- 
"  mour  and  furniture  of  war;  to  the  prifons  of  New- 
"  gate,  and  Ludgate.  in  London,  No)\vich,  Colchcf- 
♦*  ter,  Hertford,  and  Cambridge,  61.  viz.  20s.  to  each, 
"  to  be  diflributed  among  the  prifoners  there,  and 
"  the  refidue  of  his  goods  and  chattels  (after  his  debts 
*'  are  paid,  and  legacies  are  difcharged)  to  be  applied 
**  as  his  executors  fhall  fee  mod  expedient,  for  fomc 
"  priefl  to  pray  for  his  foul,  ^c.'^ 

Sir  John  Howard,  by  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir 
of  fir  John  de  Plays,  had  a  fon.  John  Howard,  efq. 
who  dying  on  a  journey  to  the  Holy  Land,  in  1410, 
left  Elizabeth,  his  daughter  and  heir,  married  to  John 
Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  whofe  grandfon,  John  earl  of 
Oxford,  dying  without  iffue,  this  manor  fell  to  his 
three  fillers  and  co-heireffes ;  Elizabeth,  married  to 
fir  Anthony  Wingfield,  of  Lctheringham,  in  Suffolk, 
Dorothy,  to  John  Neville,  lord  Latimer,  and  Urfula, 
married  to  fir  Edward  Knightley,  which  Urfula  dy- 
ing without  iffue,  one  part  of  the  town  was  veiled  in 
die  lord  Latimer,  and  the  other  in  the  Wingfields. 

In  1558  fir  Robert  Wingfield,  fon  and  heir  of  fir 
Anthony,  had  livery  of  his  moiety,  which  was  divided 
into  many  parcels  by  him  and  his  heirs. 

About  the  end  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  the 
Wingfields  fold  the  remaining  part  of  their  moiety  to 
Thomas  Wright,   efq.  and  ihis  was  held  by  his  dc- 
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fcendents,  the  Wrip;lits  of  Kilverfton,  till  about  1730, 
when  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  Henry  Cockfedge,  of  Thct- 
foid. 

The  lords  Latimer  held  not  their  moiety  fo  long. 
In  1572  Thomas  Dobbs.  gent,  enjoyed  it.  Soon  af- 
ter it  was  conveyed  to  George  Fowler,  efq.  of  Broom- 
hill,  who  was  lord  in  the  aGth  of  Elizabeth,  and  died 
in  1613  (as  appears  from  the  regiRer)  lord  and  pa- 
tron of  both  Weetings,  and  his  grandfon,  George 
Fowler,  conveyed  the  right  of  patronage  of  both  the 
churches  in  this  town  to  the  matter  and  fellows  of 
Gonville  andCaius  college  in  Cambridge,  and  for  cer- 
tain confiderations  tied  this  manor  with  the  annual 
payment  of  1  ool.  to  the  faid  college.  After  the  Fow- 
lers it  was  held  by  the  Tyrrells,  and  from  them  it 
paffed  to  the  lord  AUington. 

Broomhill,  or  Bromehill  Priory,  flood  about  a 
mile  fouth-eaft  of  the  town,  in  the  pariQi  of  Weeting, 
on  the  north  fide  of,  and  very  near  to  the  prefent  farm- 
houfe,  called  Broomhill-houfe,  which  arofe  out  of 
the  ruins  of  the  faid  priory,  where  are  many  founda- 
tions of  old  walls,  SwC.  to  be  feen,  as  is  the  fcite  of  the 
conventual  church,  which  was  a  long  narrow  build- 
ing. Flere  feveral  ftone  coffins  have  been  dug  up 
within  a  few  years.  As  the  laity  were  fuperflitioully 
fond  of  being  buried  (in  that  age)  in  conventual 
churches,  fo  no  doubt  many  coniiderable  perfons  were 
here  interred,  befides  the  Plays,  the  founders  and  pa- 
trons of  it.  It  was  dedicated  to  the  Bleffed  Virgin 
Mary,  and  St.  Thomas  the  martyr,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  for  canons  regular,  of  the  order  of  St. 
Augulline,  and  founded  by  fir  Hugh  de  Plavs,  in  or 
about  the  reign  of  king  John. 

H  3  In 
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In  the  7Lh  of  IIcnr\'  III.  a  fair  wns  granted  to  the 
prior,  8:c.  to  be  held  on  the  7th  of  July,  the  tranfia- 
tion-dav  of  Thomas  Becket,  and  in 'he  following  year 
the  prior  is  faid  to  have  a  market  here,  of  both  ivhich 
he  was  diffeifed  by  the  duke  of  Lancaftcr,  who  after- 
wards granted  them  to  the  corporation  of  Theiford, 
who  now  are  lords  of  the  fair. 

The  common  feal,  as  afhxcd  to  a  deed  dated  in  the 
priory  of  Brocmhill,  on  Thuriday  the  fea.'l  of  the 
tranflation  of  St.  Thomas  the  martyr,  in  the  year 
3331,  and  5th  of  Edward  III.  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  of  Pali^rave,  and  is  ob- 
long, of  green  wax,  reprefcnting  (as  it  leems)  the  mitre 
of  a  bifhop,  over  it  a  crefcnt,  and  under  it  a  ftar. 

WiUia-m  Barlow,  alias  Finch,  occurs  in  1525,  and 
was  the  laft  prior.  He  was  firfl  a  canon  regular  of 
St.  Ofith,  in  Eflex,  prior  of  Tiptre,  and  Lees,  in  Ef- 
fex,  Haverford-well,  in  Pernbrokefhire,  andof  Bifliam, 
in  Berkfhire,  re£ior  of  Crcffingham  Magna,  in  Nor- 
folk, and  afterwards  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  St.  David's, 
Bath  and  Wells,  and  Chichefler. 

The  founder  endowed  this  houfe  with  a  moiety  of 
the  manor  of  Wecting,  and  in  the  3d  of  Edward  1.  the 
prior  was  returned  as  lord  of  the  fame,  and  with  the 
moiety  of  the  town  of  Croxton.  Sir  Richarcf  de 
Plays,  in  or  about  the  year  1349,  gave  them  the  rec- 
tory of  Croxton,  which  was  appropriated  in  1401. 
Several  perlons  weie  afterwards  liberal  beuefaclors. 

Richard  II.  in  the  9th  year  of  his  reign,  gave  them 
the  church  of  Abingdon,  in  Northamptonfliire  ;  and 
in  the  I  5ih  year  of  that  king  they  had  licence  to  hold 
the  aforciaid  manor  ofFcltwcU  in  mortmain;  they 
alio  had  the  advowlon  of  Mundeford  i.a  1428. 

The 
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The  wlinle  tax  of  their  fpirituaH'.ies  and  tcmpornH- 
ties  in  the  (aid  year  was  3SI.  is.  6d.  1  eiuhs  3I.  16s. 
id.  ob. 

This  priory  fell  before  the  general  dilTolution  bv  a 
bull  of  pope  Clement  VII.  dated  May  14.  152S,  and' 
on  the  16th  of  September  following  it  was  accord- 
ingly fuppreffed,  and  John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford, 
then  patron,  relcafcd  the  faid  priory  the  fame  year  to 
cardinal  VVolfey,  to  whom  the  king  had  granted  it  on 
December  30,  with  the  manors  of  Broomhill,  Crox- 
ton,  fcc.  a  mill  in  Weeting,  and  20I.  rent  ilTuino;  out 
of  the  manor  of  Weeting,  the  re61ory  and  advowfon 
of  Croxton,  together  with  all  the  meffuages,  lands, 
and  tenements  belonging  to  the  faid  priory,  lying  in 
Broomhill,  Weeting,  Sec.  in  Norfolk,  and  in  Barnham 
by  Thetford,  Ickworth,  and  Miidenhall,  in  Suffolk. 
But  foon  after,  on  the  cardinal's  praemunire,  the  faid 
grant  was  re-affumcd,  and  on  his  attainder  all  the  a- 
forefaid  pvemifes  were  granted  January  2,  in  the  23d 
of  Henry  VIII.  to  the  mafler  and  fellows  of  ChrilVs 
College  in  Cambridge,  by  way  of  exchange,  for  the 
manor  of  Royden  in  Eifex,  and  liertfordlhire. 

A  modern  author  calls  this  a  monaflcry  of  Benc- 
di61ines,  and  allerts  that  Henry  VIII.  fold  the  fciie  and 
lands  to  fir  Thomas  Woodhoufe,  of  Waxhara,  but 
with  what  judice  may  be  feen  above.  Of  a  like  mif- 
take  is  the  author  of  Antiquitates  Brilannicce  guilty, 
who  obferves,  that  the  king  fuppreffed  this  houfe  on 
account  of  the  crimes  and  demerits  of  the  piior  and 
canons,  proved  on  them  before  the  bifhops  of  Rochcf- 
tcr,  SallflDury,  and  Norwich,  and  declared  them  in 
1324  forfeited  to  the  exchequer,  with  all  their  reve- 
nues and  farms,  and  that  the  mafler  and  fellows  of 
St.  John's  college,  in  Cambridge,  obtained  of  the 
king  and  die  pope  the  laid  priory  and  its  revenue  : 
H   4  and 
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and  under  the  fame  charge  lies  Fuller'",  in  (a\  irg  the 
exchange  between  the  college  and  the  king  was  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 

In  the  reigns  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  James  I.  the 
Fowlers,  who  had  a  confiderable  cflaie  in  Weetiug, 
held  this  by  leafe  from  ChriR's  college.  The  Fow- 
lers were  a  family  of  good  account. 

Afterwards  this  farm  was  held  by  the  Pecks,  Shad- 
wells,  and  Tookes,  and  Thomas  Shadwell,  elq. 
poet-laureat,  is  faid  to  be  born  here  ;  it  is  at  prefcnc 
held  by  leafe  of  the  aforefaid  college. 

Mr.  Stephens,  in  his  additions  to  the  Monajlicon  An- 
glicanum,  obferves,  that  there  is  no  mention  made 
there  of  this  priory,  and  Mr.  Willis  gives  us  only 
the  name  of  the  lafl  prior. 

Wfeting  All  Saints.  This  church  flands  at 
the  north-eaft  part  of  the  town ;  it  has  a  nave,  a 
north  aile,  covered  with  lead,  and  a  chancel  that  is 
thatched,  all  built  of  flint-ftones,  boulder,  Sec.  .^t 
the  weft  end  of  the  nave  flands  an  old  wooden  Hied, 
or  belfrv,  in  which  hang  four  bells.  The  nave  is 
about  forty-one  feet  in  length,  and  thirty-three  in 
breadth,  including  the  north  aile ;  the  roof  of  the 
nave  is  of  oak,  and  the  principals  are  fupportcd  by 
figures  of  religious  perfons,  now  much  defaced:  at 
the  weft  end  of  the  nave,  on  the  pavement,  are  two 
bells,  removed  hither  on  the  fall  of  the  church  of  St. 
?.Iary,  The  chance]  is  in  length  about  twenty-nine 
feet,  and  fcvcnteen  in  breadth.  On  the  pavement,  at 
the  weft  end,  lies  a  grave-ftone,  infcribed  to  Francis 
Hobman,  reflorof  both  the  churches  of  Weeting,  and 

died 
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died  anno  Dni.  i66g,  aged  74:  he  gave  to  Caius 
college  lool.  for  fuch  uies  as  that  fociety  fliould 
think  proper. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  pavement  lies  a  marble 
ftone,  with  Wright's  arms  impahng  Smith,  infcribcd 
— '1^0  Anna  Mana  Wright,  late  wife  of  Deputy  John 
Wright,  cf  Loiidon,  woollen-draper,  and  daughter  of 
jYathaniel  Smith,  of  Barnioell,  in  the  county  of  Kor- 
thampton,  efq.  luho  died  May  ig,  aged  62.  Alfo  Mr. 
John  Wright,  citizen  and  rnerchant-taylor,  of  London^ 
who  died  September  \i)^,    1728,   aged 'io^ years. 

On  the  faid  pavement  lies  alfo  an  old  grave-flone,' 
with  a  crois  floral  in  a  circle  on  the  fummit  of  a  ilafF, 
in  memory,  mod  likely,  of  iome  reftor ;  and  near 
the  fbudi  wall,  at  the  eafl  end  of  the  chancel,  is 
another  old  grave-il;onc.  with  a  crofs  pattee  cut  on 
the  head  of  a  ftafF,  probably  in  memory  (it  being  the 
infignia)  of  a  knight  templar. 

CroUes  were  very  ancienrlv  fixed,  or  carved,  on 
monuments,  or  grave-ftoncs :  amongif  the  laws  of 
Kenneih,  king  of  Scotland,  who  flouriflied  about 
840,  we  meet  with  this:  "  Efleem  every  fepulchre,  or 
grave-ftone,  iacred,  and  adorn  it  with  the  lign  of  the 
crofs,  which  take  care  you  do  not  fo  much  as  tread 
on  ;'  but  the  fathers  for  that  verv  reafon  forbid  it  to 
be  placed  on  any  grave-Hones. 

On  the  fummit  of  the  eafl  window  of  the  chancel 
is  this  fhield : — Azure,  three  ducal  crowns,  or,  St. 
Edmund,  and  the  Eafl-Angles. — And  below  it 
Plays'  arms.  This  window  is  ornamented  in  many 
places  with  leopards  heads. 

In 
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In  the  middle  of  ihe  chancel,  on  the  f^oudi  fide,  is 
Howard's  fliield.  Weaver  tells  us,  that  in  the  fouth 
window  of  the  church  of  Wecting  St.  Mary  was 
the  portraiture  of  fir  John  Howard,  who  married 
Margaret,  the  heir  of  Plavs,  in  a  fapplicant  poflure  ; 
on  his  furtout,  the  arms  of  Howard ;  by  him  alio 
the  faidarms,  and  thofe  of  Plays. 

In  the  reflor's  anfwer  to  king  James's  queries,  in 
1603,  he  obfervcs  that  there  were  104  communicants 
here. 

William  Peters,  A.  M.  rector  of  Weeting  All 
Saints,  was  buried  here  Sept.  16,  1708,  and  left  an 
cflate  at  Cherry-Hinton,  in  Cambridgefliire,  to 
Caius  college,  for  exhibitions  to  poor  fcholars. 

■  This  church  is  a  re£lory,  valued  in  the  king's  books 
at  lol.  8s.  id.  ob.  firll  fruits  9I.  7s.  iid.  iq.  tenths 
il.  gd.  3q. 

»  Weeting  St.  Mary.  This  church  flood  in  the 
fouth  part  of  die  town,  and  is  now  in  ruins,  by  the 
fall  of  a  tower  on  it,  about  eighty  years  pafl;  it  was 
the  neatefi,  the  mofl  regular,  and  modern  church  of 
the  two,  built  of  flint,  chalk.  Sec.  and  confifled  of  a 
nave  about  thirty-five  feet  in  length,  and  (including 
the  fouth  aile)  thirty-one  in  breadth,  having  on  that 
fide  three  neat  arches,  fupportcd  by  pillars,  formed 
of  four  pilaflers  united  together.  At  the  weft  end 
of  die  nave  flood  an  handfome  fquare  tower  of  flint, 
with  quoins,  See.  of  frec-flone,  as  appears  from  what 
is  ftill  remaining;  the  nave  is  divided  from  the  chan- 
cel by  a  neat  and  lofty  arch  of  flone-work,  flill  fland- 
ing;  the  length  of  the  chancel  was  about  thiity-thrce 
feet,  and  the  breadth  eighteen  j   the  greatefl  part  of 
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the  walls,  both  of  the   church  and   chancel,  is  Rill 
{landing,  but  the  rooi  is  totally  decayed  and  gone. 

On  the  area  of  tlie  chancel,  row  overgrown  with 
nettles,  &c.  lies  a  marble  grave-llone,  widi  the^ 
arms  of  Tooke,  impaling  Smith,  and  this: — H.S.S, 
Magdahia,  Jacobi  Tooke  de.  Bromhill,  gener :  ccnjux 
piijjima,  Jan.  29,  anno  Dom.  167S,  cetat.  Juce  32, 
7iecnon  Johannes  Jacobi  Jilim,  irja7is,  -^^^q'  27,  anno 
Dom.  ibyy. 

At  the  ead  end  of  this  chancel,  on  brick-work, 
lies  a  ftone,  with  the  arms  of  Coppinger,  impaling 
Kirkham: — Gregory  Coppinger,  of  Broomehill-Houje, 
died  the  loth  of  February,  1724,  aged  ^'y  years.  Kli- 
zabcih,  hisunje,  buried  the  igtii  of  July,  1702,  aged 
40  years. 

The  church-yard  here  is  kept  inclofed.  and  is  Rill 
ufed  by  the  pariRaioners  for  a  place  of  burial. 

There  were  anciently  in  this  church  thefe  arms: 
France;  England  alone;  EaR-Angles;  Ely  abbey ; 
Clare;  litz-VValter ;  MarRiall ;  Howard,  Vere,  and 
Bardolph  ;   Carleton,  Mohun,   Sec. 

This  church  (or  rather  a  portion  of  tithes  in  this 
pariib)  was  given,  as  wc  read  in  Dugdalc's  MonaRi- 
con,  to  the  priory  of  Huntington,  in  1147,  and  6s. 
per  ann.  in  Fekwell,  by  Hugh  Plays;  for  diat  reli- 
gious lioufe  was  taxed  for  its  portion  in  St.  M?.ry 
Weeung,  in  i42  8»  at  eight  marks,  and  the  re6ior 
paid  it  to  the  faid  priory. 

When  Norwich  Doomfday-book  was  wrote,  die 
Lady  Alice  de  Plays  was  patroncfs  of  this  church, 
and  the  redor  had  a  houfe  and  iorty  acres  of  land. 

In 
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In  1309,  July  12,  Edward  II.  as  guardian  of  the 
minor  of  fir  Giles  de  Plays,  prefented  10  this  church. 

In  1438  here  were  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
glebe  land. 

In  1 603  there  were  eighty-two  communicants  in 
this  parifh. 

The  mafler  and  fellows  of  Gonville,  and  Caius 
College,  in  Cambridge,  are  the  prelcnt  patrons; 
and  fince  September  17,  1651,  this  church  hath 
been  held  united  with  Weeting  All  Saints. 

This  church  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at  81. 
is.  8d.  firfl  fruits  7I.  5s.  6d.  and  tenths  16s.  2d.  but 
by  the  lafl  acl  of  queen  Anne  it  is  difcharged  from 
thefc,  being  fwcrn  at  45I.  per  ann.  clear  value. 

Several  of  the  family  of  Fowler  are  burled  here. 

In  a  clofe  adjoining  to  the  eafl  end  of  the  church- 
vard  of  Weeting  All  Saints  arc  to  be  feen  great  and 
venerable  ruins  of  a  large  fquare  caftle,  built  of  flint- 
ftone,  S:c.  and  has  been  moated  round;  at  one  cor- 
ner is  a  rifmg  hill,  where  probably  flood  the  keep; 
this  caflle  was  the  feat  of  the  family  of  de  Plays. 

About  two  miles  eaflward  of  the  town,  and  in 
this  parifh,  are  thole  entrenchments,  or  holes,  called 
Grime's-Graves,  of  which  we  have  treated  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  hundred,  and  between  the  town  and 
that  place  are  fcveral  tumuli. 

On  the  vvefl  fide  of  the  town,  from  the  edge  of  the 
fen,  arifcs  a  bank,  or  ditch,  which  runs  fome  miles, 
iaid  paits  Wceiiug  ijoni  Wilton  and  Feltwell,  called 

the 
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til e  Fo fs  ;  and  in  the  fields  of  Weetiiig,  norih  of  the 
town,  is  a  green  way,  called  Wallinghain-Way,  ulcd 
(as  it  is  faid)  by  pilgrims  in  their  vvav  to  the  Ladv  of 
Walfingham,  a  madona  of  ruch  hi2;h  repute,  that 
the  Galaxia,  or  Milky-Way,  was  culled  by  the  people 
of  thole  parts  the  Walfingham-Way,  as  pointing  to 
that  angle  ;  here  was  formerly  a  flone  crofs,  now- 
broke  into  two  pieces,  commonly  called  the  flump 
crofTes. 

Weeting  is  at  this  day  one  of  the  favorite  fpots  for 
courfing:  at  the  courfing  matches  annually  held  at: 
Swaff  ham,  by  the  noblemen  and~^cntlemen  in  that 
neighbourhood,  the  greyhounds  are  all  matched  like 
race-horfes  at  Newmarket,  and  bctts  laid,  as  upon  the 
turf. 

The  right  honorable  Charles  Henry  Coote,  bart. 
earl  of  Montrath,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
one  of  his  majefly's  mod  honorable  piivy  counci 
there,  has  confiderable  property  in  Weeting,  and  has. 
built  a  large  houfe,  in  which  he  now  refides.  His 
lordfhip  has  alfo  inclofed  a  park,  made  manv  plan- 
tations, roads,  and  other  valuable  improvements, 
which  adds  much  to  the  beauty  of  this  country. 
The  village  lies  near  the  road  from  Lvnn,  tAverny- 
three  miles,  to  Brandon,  one,  and  London,  fevcnty- 
nine. 

In  1773  the  Rev.  Charles  Smith  was  prefenred  to 
the  re£iorv  of  Weeting  St.  Mary,  •  vviLli  All  baints, 
by  Caius  College,  Cambridge. 

Keburx.  Under  the  land  of  the  earl  Warren, 
and  in  this  hundred,  a  town  of  this  name  occurs  in 
the  book  o(  Doomlday  ;  one  Roger  in  the  Confellor's 
time  had  half  a  carucate  of  land  here,    held    by  two 

free- 
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frec-mcn,  valued  at  3s.  In  the  bounds  of  Broom- 
hill,  on  a  green  near  to  the  Oufe-Parva,  where  for- 
merly Rroomhill  fair  was  kept,  many  foundation- 
flones  have  been  dug  up,  and  fome  years  pafl  a 
large  key,  like  an  old  church  key  ;  fome  p;ionnds 
here  are  called  by  the  name  of  Keburn  at  this  dav : 
this  has  induced  us  to  fix  the  fcite  of  this  place  here, 
othervvife  now  loft  and  unknown. 

The  leffer  Oufe  here  divides  the  counties  of  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk,  over  which  river  is  a  ftone  bridge 
at  Brandon.  This  town  had  formerly  a  weeklv 
market  on  Thurlday,  now  difcontinued,  and  has  throe 
annual  fairs,  viz.  Feb.  14,  June  11,  and  Nov.  11. 
A  confidcrable  trade  is  carried  on  here  by  water  to 
Lvnn,  Sec.  and  by  the  pofl  road  to  London,  \vhere 
rabbets  and  eggs  are  fcnt  in  abundance.  Here  is  a 
good  inn,  and  poll-office,  and  the  town  itfelf  is  ra- 
ther handfome  than  othervvife,  Mr.  James  Denton 
has  lately  built  a  good  houfe  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
liver. 
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Hundred  of  GUILTCROSS, 


Or    G  I  T.  T  C  R  O  S  S, 

TAKES  its  name  from  fomc  rcTiarkablc  crofs  that 
was  gilt,  which  cither  iiooci  in  it.  or  was  to  be 
feen  in  great  part  of  it ;  though  Mr.  Neve  obfcrves, 
it  was  fpellecl  anciently  Gydccrofs,  from  foine  crof  3 
that  was  a  guide  to  travellers;  and  i\Ir.  Blomcfield 
was  of  opinion,  "  it  might  be  Rondham-crofs,  which 
at  that  time  was  fccn  in  great  part  of  ihii  hundred, 
and  was  certainly  a  verv  remaikable  one,  that  tcv/ii 
A  taking; 
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taking  its  name  from  it;  Rovvdii.iin,  or  Roodham,  as 
it  is  anciently  written,  fignifics  the  i^)'vn  of  the  crofs ; 
ZT)'l  thi?s  alfo  Dridgcham,  in  (/:{s  hundred."'  was  fo 
cai.ed  fiom  tiic  bridge,  which  was  the  pafTage  to  this 
crofs,  which,  with  the  road,  became  remarkable  from 
being  the  common  way  by  \vhich  pilgrims  took  their 
journey  out  of  Suffolk,  and  odicr  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, to  our  Ladv  of  Waifingham." 

This  hundred  is  about  ten  miles  from  eafl  to  wef^, 

and  four  and  a  half  from  nonli  to  louth,  and  contains 

thirteen  towns,  all  which  arc   in    Rockland  deanrv. 

.  .  .       ' 

and  Norfolk  archdeaconry;    it  was  in  the  ConfefTor's 

hands  as  belonging  to  the  n^anor  of  Kenninghall,  and 
came  to  the  Conqueror,  who  held  it  at  the  furvey, 
as  belonging  to  the  fame,  it  being  then  worth  20s.  a 
year,  the  foe  of  the  while  hundred  belonging  there- 
to, all  which  xvas  committed  to  earl  Godric's  care, 
who  had  it  but  a  little  while,  for  the  Conqueror  gave 
it  with  Kenninghall,  Buckenham,  SnettiQiam,  and 
Wymondham  manors,  to  \\  illiam  dc  Albaniaco,  or 
Albany,  who  came  into  England  with  him,  all  which 
were  to  be  held  by  the  Icrvicc  of  bcmg  the  king's 
butler  on  the  coronation-day.  In  this  family  it  conti- 
nued till  Hugh  dc  Albany,  or  D'Aubigny,  died  leifed 
in  1243.,  leaving  it  in  dower  to  Ifabel,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  William  carl  Warren  and  Suricy,  and 
foundrcfs  of  Marhara  abbey :  but  as  this  hundred 
hath  continually  gone,  and  flill  remains  with  the 
manor  of  Kenninghall,  wc  have  no  occafion  to  trace 
its  owners  any  further  in  this  place. 

In  1  236  it  was  found  by  a  jury,  that  the  king  had 
more  right  of  pleading  in   his  county  court  pleas  of 

Withernam, 

*  Koudham  and  Bridgeham  are  in  Shropham  hundred. 
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Withernam  t,  and  of  taking  caule,  thao  ihe  hundreds 
of  Frecbridge,  Smithdon.  Guikcrofs,  and  S'ropham, 
had  in  their  hundred  courts;    up  m  which  Hugh  de 
Albanv  beinr;  afkrd.  Whether  he  had  any  chaiie's  of 
liberty?  anfvvered.  That  he*   knew  not.  his  deeds  be- 
ing dcpoHtcd  in  Wyrnondham  priory,  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  ('."fired  time  to  fearch:   the  court  ordered  him 
to  hnd  fecurity  to  anfwer   the   king  all  arrears,  from 
the  time  of  his  coronation;   upon   which  Hugh  fur- 
rendered  fcifin  of  the  liberties  to  the  king,    and  the 
king  deferred  amercing  liim  for  damages  till  he  had 
fpoken  with  the  earl  Warren.   This  gives  opportunity 
to  obferve,  that  the    king   was  then    prcfent    in    the 
court,  arid  judgme  t  \vas  given  bv  him,  though  in  his 
01071  caufe,  which  is  dircdly  contrary  to    ihc  opinion 
of  divers  great  .\icn:  and  this  affertion  may  be   fur- 
thei  proved  by  a  r.^'-ord  in  the  2  5th  year  of  this  king, 
where,  in  an  appe  d  for  felony,  the  entry  on  the  roll 
is  tiius:   "  And  b--iafe  our  f, verign  lord  the  king 
*•  was  abfent,  and  there  being  but  few  of  his  coun- 
"  cil  thvire,   they  which  were  prcfbnt  would  not  give 
*'  judgment  ^^  )r  a  durl.   nor  do  anything  elfe  in  the 
•'  abfcnce  of  the  king-,  ortli'  major  part  of  his  coun- 
*'  cil;"  fo  tha«-  ^ve  fee  gcn'.'rally  the  king  was  prefenc, 
01  if  not,   rh-rre  'vas  noj.idgru-nt  palicd,  unlefs  the 
greater  pjrt  ol  his  council  were  there. 

In  I  249  retu»-n  was  made  th^.t  Ifabcl,  countefs   of 
Arundel,  held  40I.  a  year   in   land  in  this  hundred, 
that  her  marriage  was  in  the  King's  gift,  and  that  the 
hundred  was  worth  fcven  marks  a  year,   and  had  not 
liberty  ut  return  of  writs,  nor  other  liberties,  as  fomc 

A  2  hundreds 

t  Withernam,  is  a  writ  to  empower  a  flicrifF  to  take  any 
g  ^^  that  are  diltrained  and  carried  out  of  his  county,  and  rc- 
floc  them  to  the  owner,  he  being  nor  abk  to  do  it  by  are* 
pbvxa. 
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hundreds  had,  and  Lhat  it  paid  yearly  4od.   to    the 
king's  u{c  J. 

In  i274Hcr.rvlc  Noble,  fiicriff  of  Norfolk,  lett 
Guikciofs  and  Croiliercrols  hundreds  for  42s.  a  \car. 
which  u(ed  to  be  lett  at  15 1,  this  was  vyhcn  the  king 
Had  the  marriapjc  of  Kabel  aforefaid,  or  when  he  feizcd 
ioroc  oi  her  eflatcs,  for  her  bold,  but  true  fpecch, 
that  fhe  made  unto  him,  which  you  may  lee  in  Dng- 
dales  r^aronage,  vol.  i.fol.  121.  In  1286,  when 
Roger  de  Montcak  h-ld  it,  ii  was  then  valued  at 
ic;l.  per  ann.  out  of  which  he  paid  the  king  4od. 
vcailv  ;  and  the  liberties  allowed  to  the  hundred,  in 
an  ciic  at  Norwich,  were  thcfe,  fc.  view  of  frank- 
pledge, affize  of  bread  and  beer,  a  gallows,  and  waif. 
In  1537  it  was  worth  6L  13s.  4d.  a  year. 

In  the  court  book  of  this  hundred,  in  1578,  which 
is  among  Mr.  Neve's  coiicclions,  we  find  the  follow- 
ij^g  manors  are  held  of  it,  by  certain  yearly  payments., 
viz.  the  manors  of  Uphall,  and  BokenhanVs,  in  Gar- 
b.oldilham  ;  of  hurneaux,  in  Middle  Harling;  of 
^cckiord's,  in  Weft  Harling  ;  Mainwarring  s,  Faw- 
concr's,  and  Felbrigg's,  in  Eall  Harling;  BroomhaLL, 
and  Scmcre's,  in  Blo-Nortcn  ;  Madekyn's  manor,  in 
Quidenhani,  and  Hockliaui's  manor  there;  Mar- 
fhalis.  Grey's,  and  Beckhall,  in  Banham  ;  Eflhawe, 
or  Collc:g,e  manor,  in  Ruliiworth,  and  Boldham's 
manor  there,  \'*hich  alfo  belonged  to  the  college; 
l^^phall,  and  Wreiham's,  m  Gaiiliorpe ;  Claike's  tene- 
ment, in  South  LophatjQ,  and  Porter's,  in  Riddlef- 
voitli;  St)vvard"s  and  RuHcirs  tenements  there; 
Coodlon's  tenement,  in  North  Lopham ;  with  divcis 
uihcr  lands ;  all  which    do    fuit  and   fcrvicc   to  the 

hundred 


1  Bccaufc  all  thcfe  priviTeges  belonged  to  the  king's  liberty, 
which  were  afterwards  grijitcd  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk. 
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hundred  court  at  Kcnaingliall    every   three    weeks 
each  fuit  being  valued  at  2s. 

The  Lencmcnt,  or  manor  of  John  Church,  of  Gar- 
boldifharn,  and  Pakcnham's  manor,  in  Garboldi- 
fliaip,  owe  fuit  every  tiiree  weeks,  or  2s.  each  fuit. 

The  hundred  court  was  ahvays  kept  at  Kenning- 
hall  every  three  weeks,  but  on  account  of  ihai  mar- 
ket's being  difufed,  it  is  removed,  and  kept  at  Mar- 
ket Hurling. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Difs  hundred ;  on  the 
fo.uth  by  the  river  Oufe,  that  parts  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk ;  on  the  wcfl  by  Ihetford  ;  and  on  the  north  by 
Shropham  hundred,  which  is  divided  from  it  by  the 
river  that  runs  from  Quidcnham  Mere  to  1  hetford. 
The  fiipcrior  liberty,  as  to  the  game,  and  many  other 
privileges,  belong  to  his  grace  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
zs  lord  paramount  of  the  hundred,  a.11  which  is  in 
his  pecuhar  hberty  and  jurifdidion,  called  the  duke 
of  Norfolk's  liberty. 

The  towns  in  this  hundred  are  as  follow,  to  which 
is  added  the  number  of  votes  polled  by  freeholders 
rcfident  in  each,  for  knights  of  the  (hire,  at  the  gene- 
ral eledion,  March  23,  1768. 

\V.    dcG.     A.      C. 


Banham 

1 1 

11 

14 

»3 

Blo-Norton 

I 

0 

5 

4 

Garboldifhara 

»3 

11 

7 

6 

Gafthorpc 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Harling  Eaft; 

2 

5 

5 

6 

Harling  Weft        - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Keiiuinghall 

4 

5 

7 

S 

Lophaia  North    « 

7 

9 

9 

9 
Lopham 

R  E 

D 

O  F 

3 

3 

6 

G 

o 

o 

o 

o 

3 

3 

6 

6 

o 

o 

3 

3 

I.opham  South 
Riddkivvorth 
Ouidcnham 
kudiford,  with 
Siiarchill 


Total     44       43       62       61 

Principal  Seats  and  Houfes  in  this  Hu?idred. 

r>     i^u-ft  ^  S   Ciifp  Molineux,  efq.  M.  P.  for 

Carboldt  ham,  <  L  _      .  '      ^ 

"^  (  Lynn  Kegis. 

Harling  Eajl,       -       Wright,  efq. 

Marling  Wcjl,     -  [  ^^^^!.^^'"^  ^^^^^f '  ^ro.  member 

°  I        tor  Lanibndgc  Univeriiiy. 

Kevninghall  Place,  William  Pavvlet,  efq. 

Quidenham,    .       -  Earl  of  Albcmaile 

Shadiuell  Lodge ^  John  Buxton,  ciq. 

The  half  of  this  hundred,  towards  Thetford,  is 
champaign,  the  land  being'  very  light  and  fandy,  the 
other  is  heavy  ground  and  encloled;  it  produces 
plenty  of  grain  of  all  kinds,  and  in  the  champaign 
part  there  are  good  flocks  of  fhccp;  the  foil  there  is. 
chiefly  a  chalk  under  the  fand. 

It  pays  to  the  general  county  rate  icl.  3s.  3d.  for  a 
fix  hundred  pound  levy,  and,  with  Shropham  hun- 
dred, confliiutcs  the  deanry  of  Rockland,  in  the 
archdeaconry  of  Norfjlk. 

BANHAM,  wrote  in  Doomfday-book  Benham. 
There  were  three  manors  in  this  town,  all  which  arc 
now  united,  thouii^h  each  retains  its  name  in  the  ftilC 
of  the  court,  which  is  Bauham.Marfhall's,  Bcci;-hall, 
and  Grey's;  the  cuf(on)S  ot  wiiich  arc,  that  the  lands 
dcfccnd  to  the  cIJciL  ion  \  ihc  lines  arc  at  the  lord's 

will, 
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will,  it  gives  a  tliird  dower,  and  the  tenants  cannot  fclT 
timber  on  the  copyhold  wiLhoiu  the  lord's  licence, 
unlcfs  to  repair  their  copyhold  picmillcs. 

Marshall's  was  the  head  manor,  part  of  which 
was  owned  by  the  abbot  of  Ely  at  the  confclTor's  fur- 
vey,  of  whom  it  was  held  in  the  conqueror's  time  by 
William  dc  Schoies,  L'Efcois,  or  the  Scot,  who  in 
liis  own  right  then  held  another  part  and  the  advow- 
foii.  At  this  lime  the  church  had  thirtv  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  it  ;  part  of  this  manor  Ordar  then 
held  of  die  faid  William  at  one  carucate,  which  With 
the  advov,  Ion  was  afterwards  given  to  York  abbev. 
and  in  the  confcffor's  time  was  held  (together  with  the 
manor  and  advowfon  of  Wilby)  by  Fader,  L'Efcois's 
predecelTor.  "I'he  whole  town  of  Banham  was  three 
miles  long  and  two  broad,  and  paid  i4d.  ob.  eelt,  or 
tax,  out  of  every  20s.  that  was  laid  on  the  hundred. 

In  the  time  of  William  II.  William  de  Efchois,  for 
the  health  of  the  foul  of  that  king  his  lord,  gave  to 
the  monks  of  St.  Mary's  abbey,  by  York  walls,  the 
advowfon  of  this  church,  with  a  carucate  of  land 
here,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  Wilby  and  two 
parts  of  the  tithes  of  his  demefnes,  which  were  after 
valued  at  eight  marks  per  ann,  and  for  that  fum  iett 
to  the  redor  and  his  fucceffors.  This  penfion  was 
after  granted  by  that  abbey  to  their  priorv,  or  cell,  at 
Rumburgh  in  Suflolk,  in  which  it  continued  until, 
it  was  diflblved  by  Cardinal  Wolfey,  who  procured 
bulls  to  diffolve  this  and  fome  other  fmallmonaflerics, 
in  order  to  ercd  two  colleges,  one  at  Oxfoid,  and  the 
other  at  Jpfyvich  ;  bcfides  ihofe  bulb  and  letters  pa- 
tent that  he  had  obtained  of  the  king,  he  procured 
releafes  of  ihcm  from  the  patrons,  for  the  abbot  of  St. 
Mary  at  York  rcleafed  to  J  homas  Capon,  dean  of 
the  cardmai's  college  at  Ipluich,  all  his  right  in  the 

pnory 
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priory  of  Ramburgh.  and  all  irs  poIfcITions  lying  in 
Banham,  Wiibv.  ColTcy.  Baubuiuh,  and  Swallbiun, 
in  Norfolk  and  in  other  places  in  other  counties. — 
This  portion  was  ifluing  oiu  of  his  deniefne  lands  in 
Banhnm  and  Wilby,  jointly,  but  yet  the  whole  was 
paid  out  of  Banham,  that  rc6iorv  being  by  far  the 
bcfl  ;  the  donation  was  confirmed  by  Henry  1.  and 
by  EvciardBifljop  of  Norwich,  and  Theobold  archbi- 
fliop  ol  Canterbury.  After  this  the  faid  William  fold 
the  manoi5  to  Walter  Giffard,  who  gave  the  advow- 
fons  to  the  abbey  of  Nuttley,  which  he  had  founded 
in  his  park  at  Crendon,  near  Tame  in  Buckingham- 
fliire,  but  it  appearing  that  William  de  Lfcois  had 
given  them  to  York  abbey  before  the  fale,  Gitfard's 
grant  had  no  force.  Waller  Giffaid,  fon  and  heif 
of  the  aforelaid  Walter,  fold  it  to  John  Ic  Marelchall, 
whofe  fon  |ohn  le  Marefchall,  was  lord  in  1276,  iu 
which  year  he  brought  an  adion  againft  the  abbot  oi 
York,  in  oider  to  recover  the  advowfon,  but  v.'ithout 
fuccefs.  In  i285,Havifc,  Widow  of  John  le  Mare- 
fchall was  lady,  and  had  frcc-warrcn,  view  oi  frank- 
pledge, aflizc  of  bread  and  beer  allowed  her  to  this 
manor,  which  was  then  valued  at  40I.  per  year ;  Hie 
held  it  in  dower  of  the  inheritance  ol  John  Ic  Mare- 
fchall a  minoj,  then  the  king's  ward,  wlio  died  under 
age.  In  1332  Sir  Anfelm  xMarcfchall,  knt.  was  lord, 
who  held  it  at  the  third  part  of  a  Ice  of  the  earl  of  Glou- 
cclkr,  and  paid  1 3s.  /jd.  relief.  'I  his  Sir  Anfelm  united 
the  manors,  for  he  held  the  manor  which  John  le 
Grey,  Sec.  formerly  held  at  one  fee  of  the  earl  Mar- 
shall, he  of  the  earl  Warren,  and  he  of  the  king,  and 
paid  fony  (hillings  relief,  and  the  laid  Sir  Anfelm, 
jointly  with  William  dc  Banham,  and  his  tenauLs, 
held  half  a  fee  of  John  de  Beck,  for  which  he  paid 
20s.  relief  after  Sir  Anfelni's  death.  William  de 
Morlcv,  marlhal  of  Ireland  was  lord,  who  in  1361 
gi anted  to  Sir  John  dc   Harling,  and  his  heirs,   free 
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commonage  in  Banham  for  all  manner  of  bcafts  ;  it 
-ivas  afrer  in  Havife  le  Marefchall,  wife  of  Robert  dc 
Alorley.  In  13S0  Thomas  de  Felton,  knt.  and  Joan 
his  wife,  had  thcfe,  and  Wilby  manor  ;  Joan  licld 
them  to  her  death,  which  was  long  after  her  huf- 
band's  ;  they  left  two  daughters  their  heirefles,  Mary 
the  cldefl  married  to  Sir  Edmund  Hcngrave,  knt.  and 
Ifabel,  or  Sibill,  to  Sir  Thomas  de  Morley.  In  1401 
the  laid  Joan  fettled  them  after  her  death  on  her  two 
daughters,  their  hufbands  and  their  heirs.  In  141  5 
they  were  fettled  in  trufh  for  Sibill  de  Felton,  abbefs  of 
Berking.  Thcfe  manois  remained  for  fome  time  after 
in  the  hands  of  truflees  and  feoffees.  In  14^2  Sir  Iho- 
mas  Morley,  knt.  conveyed  them  in  fee  to  William  Aln- 
xvick,  bilhop  of  Norwich,  Sir  John  Tirrel,  knt.  Sir 
Ralph  Cromwell,  knt.  and  their  heirs,  and  in  the 
fame  year  Tiiomas  Greene,  of  Wefl-Creetin!5-  in  Suf- 
folk,  releafcd  to  them  all  his  right  in  the  manors  of 
Marfhall  and  Grev,  and  the  moietv  of  Beckhall. 
which  extended  into  Banham,  VViJby,  Quidcnham, 
Old  Buckenham.  Winfarthing.  and  Tibenham,  from 
which  time  they  w^ent  with  Buckenham  caPile  until 
they  were  lold  to  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  whole 
family  they  dill  continue,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  being 
no'.v  lord.  In  1558,  Sir  John  Tirrel,  of  Gipping, 
granted  all  his  right  in  the  manor,  with  manv  lands 
here,  to  the  duke,  who  gave  him  Cotton  and  Badon 
manors  in  exchange. 

Grey's  Manor,  at  the  firfl  furvey,  belonged  to 
Leffius  a  freeman,  who  had  a  carucate  in  dcmefne  ; 
it  was  William  earl  Warren's  at  the  Conqueror's 
furvey,  and  belonged  to  his  caflle  at  Lewes.  It  went 
irom  William  the  fecond  earl  Warren,  who  died  in 
i  135,  to  Reginald  de  Warren,  a  younger  fon,  whole 
chiet  feat  was  at  Wormegay,  or  Wrongay,  in  Clack- 
ciufc,  which  he  had  by  marrying  Alice,  daughter  and 
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heifcfs  to  William  deWormcgav.  At  his  death  Willi- 
am his  fon  fucceedcd,  who  died  in  1209.  leaving  Ika- 
trice  his  daughter,  then  widow  of  Dodo,  or  Doun-Bar- 
dolph,  his  heir,  bv  which  marriage  this  manor  came 
to  the  fald  Doim.  who  \'ery  loon  after  parted  with  it 
to  Hugh  Bardolph,  his  coufin  :  this  Hugh  was  flicriff 
of  Cornwall  in  the  vcar  1  184,  one  of  the  king's  lieu- 
tenants in  England,  when  he' was  in  Normandv  in 
1186.  aflbciatc  to  the  bifiiop  of  Durham  and  Ely,  to 
adminiflei  jufticc  in  the  realm  during  the  king's  ab- 
fcucc  in  the  Holv  Land,  being  in  fuch  high  cflecm 
with  Richard  I.  that  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign 
(i  191)  when  he  was  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  fufpefted 
his  chancellor,  (to  whom  he  had  chiefly  committed 
the  charge  of  governing  in  his  abfence)  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  Hugh  Bardolph  and  others,  requiring  thein, 
that  if  the  chancellor  did  not  do  as  he  ought,  they 
fliould  take  upon  them  the  rule  in  all  things,  from 
which  time  he  was  one  of  the  king's  jufliccs,  and  for 
fomc  years  juflicc  itinerant,  of  whofe  warlike  adi- 
eus and  honors  more  may  be  fccn  in  Mr.  Dugdalc's 
Baronage,  vol  1.  p.  284.  He  died  in  1203,  in  the 
fifth  year  of  king  John's  reign,  without  ifTue  male, 
leaving  Robert  Bard.^lph,  his  only  brother,  his  heir, 
and  a  widow,  who  alter  mairicd  John  dc  Biahole. — 
This  Robert  was  a  pncd,  and  parfon,  or  rector  of  no 
Icfs  than  thirty  churches,  an  argument  of  his  iniercn, 
>vith  the  pope  at  that  time,  who  ulually  granted  by 
way  of  provifo  (as  it  was  called)  many  redories  to 
one  man,  under  pretence  that  the  income,  over  and 
above  fcrving  them,  fliould  go  towards  the  cxpcnces 
of  the  holy  war,  the  darling  cntcrprizc  of  that  age. — • 
Robert  dird  in  1224,  leaving  his  inheritance  divifible 
among  hib  five  fillers,  of  which  Ilolda  (as  the  Latin  re- 
cords) urvjdoyne  (as  the  French)  the  cldeft,  married  Sit 
Henry  dc  Grc\',  knt.  to  whofe  fharc  this  manor,  with 
others,  was  ailuitcd:  by  Ifolda  he  had  fix  fons,  to  the 
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fccond  of  which  he  gave  this  manor,  viz.    John,  fome 
lime  juflice  of  Chellcr,    progenitor  to  the   Grcvs  of 
Wihon   and   Ruthyn  ;  he  was  a  mofl.  remarkable  man 
in  the  time  of  Henry  III.      In  125-,  he  held  it  of  the 
earl  Warren  at  one  fee,  and  died   this  year,  leaving  it 
to  Reginald  his  fon,  who  in  1277  had  free-warren  al- 
lowed him  ;  he  died  ia  1307,  leaving  Henry  his    fon 
and  heir,  and  Roger  a  younger  fon  bv  a  fecond  wife, 
from  which   Henry  the  Greys  of  Wilton  defcended, 
and  from  Roger,    thofe   of  Ruihyn  ;   Roger  died   iu 
i;^32,    but    long  before   had  parted  with  this  manor, 
for  in  1328  Sir  Robert  de  Morley  had  an    intcrefl  in 
it,  if  not  the  fee,  and  in  1345  Sir  Anfelm  Marefchall 
was  fole  lord,  and  held  it  united  to  Marcfchall's  ma- 
nor. 

Beckalll  Manor  was  in  two  parts  in  the  Con- 
queror's time,  the  chief  of  it  belonged  to  Aluric,  a 
free-man,  who  held  it  of  bifhop  Ofborn,  who  owned  it 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward  ;  it  had  then  one  cai  u- 
catc  in  demcfne,  and  woods  that  Vv^ould  maintain 
a  hundred  hogs,  the  whole  of  that  part  being  then 
worth  2C)S.  and  40s.  at  ihe  furvey.  The  other  par;, 
was  only  one  ioc-man,  and  his  fervices,  of  es.  valul?, 
which  form.eriv  belon2;ed  to  Elv  abbev :  but  after 
the  conqutd  Roger  Bigot's  ancedors  had  him. 

This  manor  afterwards  came  to  the  crown,  for 
when  Henry  IL  {annoii']^)  aflefTcd  his  demefncs, 
his  tenants  of  Banham  u-erc  taxed  at  half  a  mark. 

It  was  afterwards  in  the  Bigots,  and  then  in  the 
Munchenfics,  of  whom  John  de  Jerpenville  held  it, 
who  divided  It ;  for  William  de  Banham  in  1218 
held  a  good  pait  of  it  of  the  {aid  John. 

Be  la 
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In  1311  John  de  Beck,  of  Eanham.  divided  h  into' 
fo  many  parts,  and  each  called  Bcckhall  manor,  that 
it  is  impofllble  to  kr.ovv  how  they  all  went,  except  the 
biggcfl.  part,  to  which  ail  the  reft  were  afterwards 
j'lined  ;  and  that  in  1329  was  owned  by  William  de 
Claydon.  In  134')  the  heirs  of  John  dc  Claydon, 
and  his  tenants  of  the  other  part,  held  a  moiety  of  it 
of  Hugh  Ic  Vere,  he  of  die  earl  Marfhal,  and  he  of 
the  king. 

The  other  moiety  was  now  joined  to  the  other 
manors,  fir  Anfelm  le  Marcfchall  having  purchafed  ic 
fome  time  before  of  John  dc  Beck. 

In  1401  John  Darlington  had  it,  and  from  that 
time  till  it  came  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk  in  the  time 
of  Henry  VIII.  and  at  his  attainder  it  was  given  to  fir 
Fiancis  Cahhcrpe,  of  Ingham.  In  155S  William 
Calthorpc,  of  Hcmpflead,  had  it;  after  which  it 
foon  came  to  the  Norfolk  family  again,  fir  John  Tir- 
rell  releafmg  it  in  1558. 

In  1226  Stephen  dc  Ebroic,  lord  of  Wilby,  (who 
held  part  of  the  carucate  of  land  in  Banham  that  was 
given  to  York  abbty,  which  part  always  was  included 
in  Wilby  manor,  after  he  had  purchafed  it  of  Wal- 
ter GifFard,  who  fold  the  refl  to  the  Marflials.)  had  a 
grant  for  a  fair  and  market  in  Banham;  the  market 
haih  been  difufcd  time  immemorial,  but  the  fair  is 
ftill  kept  on  St.  Barnabas's  day. 

In  1285  Roger  Bigot,  carl  of  Norfolk,  claimed  af- 
fizc  of  bread  and  ale  in  Lopham  and  Banham  ;  but 
as  to  Banham,  he  acknowledged  that  it  belonged  not 
to  him,  but  to  Roger  dc  Montealt.  lord  of  the  hun- 
dred. It  ^vas  thought  to  belong  to  him  on  account 
of  Beck-hall  manor,  which  was  held  of  him. 

The 
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The  countcfs  of  Arundel  had  libertv  of  a  gallows 
bere  in  1236,  and  Grey's  manor  was  then  held  of  her. 

The  Haugh,  orHAWE,  was  part  of  lieck  hall  ma- 
nor, which  was  excepted  when  it  was  fold,  and  there- 
fore that  pafled  with  Winfai thing  mcTnor,  in  the 
Mnnchenfics,  Veres,  and  other  families  that  owned 
it;  it  was  no  manor,  but  was  originally  part  of  the 
demefnes  of  Beck-hall,  and  contained  220  acres  of 
wood  and  paRurc,  with  a  meffaage  thereon  built;  it 
abutts  eafl  and  fouth  on  Banham-heath. 

In  1311  fir  Hugh  Ic  Vere,  then  owner  of  it,  pur- 
chafed  of  Richard  Ic  Foreftcr,  of  Harling,  a  parcel  of 
land  of  Over-haugh,  in  Banham,  under  the  faid 
Hugh's  wood,  called  Banham-haugh,  extending  it- 
lelf  from  the  common  paflure  lying  at  the  head  of  the 
faid  land,  and  was  only  ten  feet  broad,  it  being  in 
order  to  inclofe  the  Haugh. 

This  came  with  Winfarthing  manor  to  the  Nor- 
folk family,  and  was  farmed  under  them  by  fir  Henry 
Dye,  knt.  in  1607;  it  wa*^  afterwards  fold  off,  and 
hath  continued  in  private  hands  ever  fincc. 

Banham  heath   is   a  large  common,    containing 
above  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  lying  in  the  pa- 
riflies  of  Banham   and  Winfarthing,  and  in  ancient 
evidences  is  divided  into  three  parts  :   the  whole  that 
lies  in  Winfarthing,  is  called  Winfarthing  Chace;  the 
part   that   joins   to   Tibenham,  Carleton,    and  New 
Buckenham,  is  called  Banham  Ourwood,  and  con- 
tains 300  acres  ;  the  part  that  joins  to  Banhaai  is  call- 
ed Banham-green,  and  contains  300  acres   more,  on 
all  which   the   tenants   and  inhabitants    of   Banham 
and  Winfarthing  only  have  right  of  commonage,  and 
are  intcrcommoncrs,  each  having  the  drift  of  their 
B  3  feparatc 
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fcparatc  parts,  and  can  common    all  manner  of  great 
cattle,   ai>  well  as  flieep,   at  all  times  of  the  year. 

In  the  time  of  James  I.  viz.  161  S.  there  was  a 
long  fuit  between  the  towiifmcn  of  Banham  and  the 
townfmen  of  Tibcnham,  concerninq;  ihc  right  of 
commonage  upon  this  heath,  ihc  fubdar.cc  of  which 
was  this :  the  townsmen  of  Tibenham  claimed  an 
original  right  of  commonage  on  the  three  hundred 
acres,  called  Banham  Outwood,  in  Banham,  in  right 
of  their  copyhold  lands  and  tenements,  held  of  the 
manor  of  Tibcnham,  and  common  of  \icinage  cu 
Banham-grecn.  there  being  no  fences,  or  ditches,  be- 
tween Banhnm  Out\vood  and  Banham-green ;  but 
upon  the  trial  the  townfmcn  of  Tibcnham  were  caff, 
and  paid  30I.  damages  and  cofts.  it  being  found  by 
the  juiv%  that  the  lord  of  Tibenham  manor,  and  his 
tenants,  had  no  original  right  on  Banham  (Jutwood. 
Bor  common  of  vicinage  on  Banhara-grecn  ;  and 
wlicieas  there  were  divers  tenants  of  the  manor 
of  'libcnham  that  claimed  right  of  commonage  for 
fet  numbers  of  flieep  going  on  this  heath,  by  the 
gianti  of  divers  of  the  former  lords  of  the  manor  of 
Banham,  all  which  commonages  were  held  by  copy 
of  court-roll  of  the  manor  of  Banham  in  fee,  by  a 
fine  of  los.  paid  at  cvciy  death,  and  two  hens  a  year 
Jor  the  paflurage  of  every  fix  fcorc  fliecp  thereon, 
John  Clark,  of  Banham,  (in  behalf  of  the  jjarifli  of 
Banham)  brought  his  adion  againfl.  Matthew  Bux- 
ton, of  Tibenham,  for  feeding  Gxty  flieep  and  one 
ram  on  the  heath,  according  to  the  grant  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Banham.  made  to  the  owner  of  his 
tenement,  called  Eafl  Angles,  in  Tibenham,  and  re- 
covered damages  and  cods,  it  being  found  by  the 
jury,  that  fuch  cuflomary  paflurage,  and  common- 
age, was  not  to  be  dcmifed,  neither  was  it  dcmifable 
by  copy  of  court-roll,   by  die    lord  ol  the  manor  of 
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Banham,  to  any  cuflomarv  tenant  whatever;  upon 
which  all  the  commonages  of  this  nature  were  fet 
afide.  An  exemplification  of  the  whole,  under  feal, 
d^icd  February  13,  1623,  now  lies  in  Banham  town 
chcft. 

In  i5ii  there  were  three  feparatc  juries,  one  for 
each  manor,  and  the  leet  belonged  to  the  manor,  the 
Icet-fee  being  ^s.  4d. 

This  town  is  now  affeffed  at  1439I.  5s.  to  the  land 
tax.  In  I  603  it  had  400  communicants,  and  now 
(Blomefie'd)  there  arc  126  dwelling-houfes,  and 
650  inhabitant?.  It  is  a  pretty  village,  landing  round 
a  fmall  green,   the  church  being  on  its  weft  fide. 

This  rectory  hath  a  good  parfonage  houfc  joining 
to  the  weft  fjde  of  the  church-yard,  and  tliirty-fevea 
acres,  two  roods  of  glebe  ;  it  is  charged  in  the  king  s 
books  9I.  3s.  6d.  iq. 

In  March,  1310,  Cn  James  de  Salucijs,  fon  of  the 
noble  lir  John  de  Salucijs,  was  inftitutcd  by  proxy  to 
this  rectory,  at  the  comiiiand  of  R.  abbot  of  Mefifen- 
dcne,  in  Lincolnniire,  executor  of  the  apo/lolic  indul- 
gaict  granted  to  the  faid  fir  James  by  Pope  Cle- 
ment V. 

In  1520,  Oftober  26,  Rowland  Lee,  doclor  of  the 
decrees,  was  inftitutcd  reclor.  In  1534  he  was  con- 
fecrated  biftiop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  fo 
vacated  this  living. 

In  1577,  July  1 3.  queen  Elizabeth  prefcnted, 
from  which  time  it  hath  been  in  the  crown,  and  fo 

continues. 

In  1772  the  Rev.  Thomas  Kerrich  was  prcCented 
to  this  rectory  by  the  crown. 

B4  The 
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The  Tindals.  alias  Kcndals,  had  a  very  good 
cflaic  here,  to  which  family  Mr.  Cambdcn,  clarrn- 
cieux,  granted  arms  in  July,  1611.  The  heir  male 
of  the  family  is  Mr.  Robert  liiidal,  who  lately  fold 
the  eflatc  at  Banham,  and  hvcs  at  Ratilcfden,  in  Suf- 
folk. 

The  family  of  the  Kcndals,  Clarks,  Leches,  and 
Colbvs,  were  all  confiderablc  owners  in  this  pariQi  in 
14S3,  and  none  of  them  are  yet  cxtin£l. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  the  Virgin, 
and  is  a  regular  building,  forty-five  yards  long,  hav- 
ing a  nave,  two  ailes,  chancel,  louth  porch,  and 
vcRiy,  all  leaded,  a  fquare  tower  with  a  fpire  of 
tvood  covcicd  with  lead  on  its  top,  and  in  it  five 
bells,  a  clock,  and  faints  bell. 

In  the  fouth  ails  is  an  altar-tomb, — For  Mr.  Robert 
Clark,  icho  died  June  the  \Sth,  1683,  ^S*^^  59- 

John  Bringlce,  gent,  died  liere  March  c),  1683;  — 
John,  his  eldejt  fen.  July  3,  \'}\\,  aged  bo  years  \ — 
Aljo  Awdrj,  wife  of  the  lajl  John,  Jan.  26,  1  7  13. 

In  the  north  aile,  at  the  caft  end,  is  a  chapel,  or 
chanirv,  divided  from  the  church  by  fcreens,  hand- 
fomclv  painted  ;  in  a  niche  in  the  wall  lies  a  knight 
in  armour,  (founder  of  the  church,  if  nor,  of  this  ailc 
at  lead,  though  we  arc  apt  to  think  the  former,  be- 
caufe  the  whole  building  appears  as  if  built  at  one 
time)  it  is  oak  carved;  there  is  no  infcription  remain- 
ing, but  yet  it  is  plain  that  it  was  made  for  fir  Hugh 
Bardolph,  knt.  fome  time  lord  of  Grey's  manor,  in 
this  town,  who  died  in  1203  ;  for  under  his  left  arm 
is  a  large  cinqucfoil,  which  is  the  badge  of  that  fa- 
mily;  and  in  the  adjoining   window  arc  his  arms. 

impaling 
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impaling  Mvxley,  which  induces  us  to  think  he  mar- 
ried one  of  that  family.  This  fir  Hugh  \\:.s  with 
Richard  I.  at  Mcfhna,  in  '  icily,  being  one  of  thofe 
who  on  the  behalf  of  that  king  undertook  that  the  ar- 
ticles of  peace  and  fricndQiip,  which  were  then 
agreed  on  bciwixt  Richard  I.  and  Tancred  king  of 
Sicily,  fliould  be  firmly  kept,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  holy  wars,  as  they  were  called.  This  tomb  is 
very  antique  and  perfe6l. 

The  windows  of  the  chapel,  and  thofe  of  the 
church,  were  adorned  with  the  following  arros  of  the 
lords  of  this  town,  and  others  related  to  them,  many 
of  which  now  remain: — -Marfhall,  Bardolph,  Ufford, 
Erpingham,  Broiherton,  and  Clare;  bcfidcs  thefe 
there  were  the  arms  of  Morlcy,  Kerdefton,  Caily, 
Bavent  impaling  arg.  a  crofs  ingrailed  az.  Marfhall 
impaling  Tirrel ;  Tirrell  fingle;  Baffingbourne  and 
Gawdy  ;  Clare  impaling  Plantagenet. 

In  the  caft  window  is  a  broken  efTigy  of  Bar- 
do]])h. 

This  chapel  belonged  to  the  lords  of  the  manors, 
who  founded  a  chantry  pricll  to  fing  for  the  dead 
in  it. 

Oppofitc,  in  the  fomh  aile,  was  another  chapel, 
heretofore  belonging  to  the  guilds  of  the  Hold  Tri- 
nity, and  St.  Mary,  in  this  town,  to  both  which  Wil- 
liam Gye  was  a  benefa^^or  in  1479. 

In  the  chancel,  in  a  north  window,  was  an  cfifigy  in 
a  religious  habit,  with  a  broken  fcroll  from  his 
mouth. 

Here 
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Here  uas  a  parcel  of  land  given  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VII.  to  find  lamps  before I'rinity  altar,  Ciillcd 
Lamp  Loud. 

The  ancient  names  of  the  ftreets  are.  Cherchegate, 
TA'rknald,  Ticlchenalc,  Wcflmor,  HaiJvvick,  and 
We  Igate. 

The  crofTes  were.  Smalmor-crofs,  white-crofs,  Atte 
Borghe,  and  Aliyrih-crofs.  Seynt  Marics-Mcer,  and 
Banham-Gapp,   arc  often  mentioned  in  evidences. 

In  1429  Peter  Pavn,  of  Banham,  gave  to  Wefl- 
acrc  prior  6s.  Sd.  to  the  canons  there  13s.  4d.  to  the 
brethren  of  evciv  houfe  of  friars  in  Norwich  i  os.  to 
fay  100  mafTes  for  his  foul;  to  each  houfe  of  the 
friars  at  Thetfoid  ids.  for  100  maflTes  for  his  foul;  to 
the  priorefs  of  the  nuns  at  Thetfoid  6.s.  8d.  and  to 
the  convent  6s.  Sd.  to  the  chapel  of  the  Bleffcd  Vir- 
gin at  Thetford  6s.  8d.  to  the  repairing  St.  Peter's 
church  6s.  8d.  He  ordered  to  be  buried  in  Banham 
church-yard,  and  gave  4*s.  to  be  divided  among  the 
poor  at  his  burial  ;  to  every  jajer-houle  at  Norwich 
3s.  4d.  to  the  chapel  of  the  Bleffcd  Vijgin  at  Bucken- 
ham  13s.  4d.  to  mend  Hardwick  Way,  in  Banham, 
408.  and  40s.  more  to  fct  up  a  crofs  at  the  end  of  it, 
where  the  way  parts. 

Mr.  Kidman  had  two  braffes  which  'came  off  a 
(lone  in  this  church,  containing  infcriptions  of  the 
fame  purport,   one  in  Latin,  the  other  in  Englifli,  viz. 

Hie  jacel  Dna.  Elhabttha  Mounttneyc,  quondam  prio- 
rifj'a,  hujus  loci,  que  obijt  xx".  die  menfis  Apr  His,  amid 
Do:n.  .Mccccc".  xviii".  cujui  aie:  propicictur  Deus. 

Pra)C 
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Pi  aye  for  the  Jowle  of  Dame  Eliiabethe  Moim!enev, 
feme  time  prioie.fs  of  this  place. 

It  hath  occafioned  much  furmifc  hew  this  infcrip- 
tion  fliould  be  (rue,  when  there  was  never  any  priory 
in  this  place,  but  the  invftcry  lies  in  the  impropri- 
ety of  the  wording  the  infcription,  for  the  words  of 
this  place  do  not  refer  to  her  being  priorci's,  but  to 
her(c!f,  (he  being  born  hcic,  where  her  family  for 
many  generations  had  a  good  cflate,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  \Vilbv,  for  flie  was  priorefs  of  the 
rnonaftry  of  nuns,  and  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  at 
Thetford.  In  1498,  the  15th  of  September,  the  bi- 
fliop  conhrmcd  the  elcclion. 

In  163!  Thomas  Canne,  only  furvlving  feoffee  of 
the  freehold  town-lands  of  Banham,  renewed  the 
feoffment  to  four  feoffees,  fettling  lands  on  them,  and 
their  heirs,  '•  for  the  profit  and  advantage  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Banham  for  ever." 

In  1544  Henry  Coteffey,  or  Coffey,  clerk,  rector 
here,  fettled  a  meifuage,  called  the  Guild-hall,  (which 
was  a  copvhold  on  Grey's  cu}?i  Beckhall  manor)  on 
Edward  Colby,  and  Thamas  Canne,  who  were  to 
hold  it  to  this  intention  and  ufc,  viz.  to  keep  the 
obijl  ol  the  laid  Henry  in  the  church  of  Banham,  and 
to  caufe  mafs  to  be  celebrated  for  him.  Tliev  held  it 
till  1549  for  that  ufe,  and  then  it  fell  to  the  lord  by 
virtue  of  the  ftatute,  who  fcized  it  accordingly,  and 
then  granted  it  to  divers  fcolfccs,  who  were  to  hold  it 
"  to  the  ufc  and  profit  of  all  the  copyhold  tenants  of 
Banham  manor,  inhabiting  in  Banham,"  upon  condi- 
tion, "  that  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  his  heirs,  by 
himfelf,  his  fervants,  officers,  or  deputies,  fhall  for 
ever  have  liberty  to  hold  and  keep  his  courts  and  leet 
for  the  faid  mauor,  in  the  faid  raclfua^c,  with  fiee  in- 

grcfs, 
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grcTs,  cgrefs,  and  regrefs,  for  all  the  tenants  to  do 
iheir  bufinefs  ac  fuch  courts,  vvidiout  the  contradic- 
tion, or  moleflation  of  any  one." 

The  fcofifees .  alfo  hold  by  copy  of  court-roll 
of  the  faid  manor  a  parcel  of  ground,  with  a  houfe 
thereon  built,  being  tvventy-fevcn  feet  broad,  and 
thirteen  feet  long. 

Here  was  a  fmall  oratory,  or  hermitage,  at  a  place 
called  Stonebridgc,  the  foundation  of  which  may  ilill 
be  fcen. 

BLO-NORTON,  or  Nortox,  called  Blow-Nor- 
ton, corruptly  for  Norton  Bcl'eau,  as  it  is  anciently 
fpelled,  which  fignifies  the  north  town  upon  the  fair 
water,  or  river  on  which  it  is  iituated,  and  by  which 
it  is  divided  on  its  fouth  part  from  Suffolk. 

It  had  four  diflinft  manors  in  the  conqueror's  time, 
the  livfl  of  which  belonged  to  William  earl  Wairen, 
and  wa%  held  by  Fulcher  under  him,  of  his  caflle  of 
Lewes,  and  lay  in  Kenninghall  Soken,  before  the 
earl  had  it  ;  this  was  afterwards  called  Bioome-hall 
manor,  and  was  held  of  the  earl  Warren's  caflle  at 
Acre  by  the  fervicc  of  the  fourth  part  of  a  fee,  which 
lervice  dele  nded  with  that  caflle  and  honor  ;  it 
was  after  held  of  I  ateflrialc  barony. 

The  fecond  was  held  as  a  diflinci  manor  in  the 
conicflor's  da\s,  and  in  the  conqueror's  belonged  to 
AUius,  who  then  added  ii  to  his  manor  of  Lophara, 
as  a  beruite  ;  trom  him  it  became  part  of  the  eflate  of 
Roger  Bigot,  under  uhom,  at  the  furvcy,  Alured  an 
Eiiglifliman  held  it  ;  it  was  given  v  r\  eaily  by  the 
Bigots  to  die  Bioomes,  andio  became  part  of  Broomc- 

Uall 
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Lai!  manor,  bcino;  always  held  of  the  earls  and  dukes 
oi  Norfolk    by  the  fcrvice  of  a  quarter  of  a  fee. 

Tiie  third  part  belonged  to  tlie  abbot  of  Rary,  and 
was  held  by  a  locmaa  of  his  in  the  confeffor's  davs, 
and  by  Joceline,  brother  of  the  abbot,  in  the  conque- 
ror's, the  whole  town  being  then  a  league  long,  and 
half  a  league  broad,  and  paid  ."^d.  ob.  iq.  Dane  geld; 
there  were  then  five  acres  of  land  belonfriuG;  to  the 
church,  this  was  called  Semerc's  manor,  from  the 
Seymors,  or  St.  Maur's,  lords  thereof,  and  was  held 
of  the  abbey  by  the  fervlce  of  a  whole  knight's  fee. 

The  fourdi  part  belonged  to  El)-  abbey,  but  we 
don't  find  who  gave  it,  though  imagine  it  was  given 
with  GarboldiQiam,  to  which  it  might  then  belong  ; 
it  is  plain  it  was  fcized  as  that  was,  and  recovered 
from  Roger  Bigot  in  the  conqueror's  days,  after  whicli 
the  abbot  held  it  but  a  little  while,  for  it  came  to  earl 
\Varrcn,  whether  by  fcolTment,  or  purchafe  wc  cannot: 
fay:  one  of  thofe  earls  granted  it  to  William  de  la 
Snore,  to  be  held  of  the  caflle  at  Acre  by  the  fcrN-ice 
of  a  quarter  of  a  fee,  from  which  time  wc  find  no- 
thing of  it  until  liSS,  and  then  William  de  Blo-Nor- 
ton  held  it  by  that  fervicc.  In  1401  John  Armiger 
had  it  ;  and  in  1570  one  Chittock  had  it,  but  was 
foon  after  purchafcd  and  joined  to  Semere  manor  ; 
it  is  no-.v  called  Brent  hall,  or  Burnt-hail,  bccaufc  the 
manfion-houfc  was  burnt  down,  and  ftill  retains  a  place 
in  the  flile  of  the  court,  which  runs  thus  ; — "Brome- 
hall  and  Seraere's,  with  Brent-hall  in  Blow-Norton." 

Broome-Hall  manor  was  fo  called  from  the  fami- 
ly of  the  Broomes,  who  had  one  part  of  it  of  the 
grant  ol  the  Bigots  in  very  early  days,  the  other  part 
coming  to  them  from  Roger  de  Somery,  whofe  anccf- 
lors  had  it  of  the  earl  Warren's  gift.  It  feems  that 
Roger  de  Broome  married  Petronilla,  one  of  the  heii- 

eifes 
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cfTcs  of  Roger  dc  Somcrv,  and  in  die  time  oflTcnry 
]II.  held  it  jointly  with  her  as  part  of  the  inheritance 
of  Roger  de  Somery,  of  the  earl  of  Arundel;  this  was 
about  1280,  in  this  family  it  remained  until  on  the  de- 
ceafe  of  James  Broome,  cfq.  v/ithout  iffue.  About 
1510  it  dclcendcd  to  his  two  fiflcrs,  viz.  Mary  Jcrmy 
and  Anne,  firft  raariied  to  Robert  Stede,  efq,  alter  to 
John  Brampton,  and  then  to  Robert  Rookw  ood,  gent, 
at  her  death  the  whole  went  to  Thomas  Brampton 
her  fun  and  heir,  who  had  purchafcd  the  odier  moie- 
ty in  1533  of  Edward  Jeimy,  fon  and  heir  of  Mary 
Broome,  (he  and  Ralph  Shcltoii.  efq.  fon  of  Sir  John 
Shelton,  knt.  her  fecond  hufhand,  joining  to  make  a 
complete  title,  and  thus  it  was  joined  to  Semere-hai.l 
manor,  which  was  part  of  the  revenues  of  Bury  ab- 
bey, a"\id  beloiiged  to  Joccline,  brother  to  abbot 
Baldwin,  who  infeofFcd  him  in  it  in  the  conqueroi's 
lime  ;  it  after  came  to  the  Bigots,  of  whom  ituas  held 
in  the  elevcnih  century  by  the  family  firnamed  de 
Cadomo.  or  Caam  ;  Richard  dc  Caam  was  lord  and 
patron  of  St.  Andrew's  in  iqSoj  and  in  12S5  Olive 
his  widow,  who  held  it  dower,  remitted  all  her  claim 
and  right  to  Sir  John  de  Dykele,  knt.  who  iecms  to 
be  heir  general  to  Richard  de  Caam.  and  in  the  fame 
year  Sir  John  granted  it  Ralfh  dc  Sandlo  Mauro,  or 
Seymoref,  and  Alice  his  wife,  and  their  heirs.  In 
1345  John  de  Seymor  was  lord,  and  held  it  of  John 
dc  begrave  as  of  his  manor  of  Forncet,  he  of  the  ab- 
bot 

f  Tlus  Ralph  was  attached  to  anfwer  the  king,  that  whereas 
Ik  had  commanded  him  to  attend  him  perfonally  at  Carflile  with 
)'is  whole  fcrvice  in  his  army  againft  the  Scots  fifteen  days  after 
Kafter,  or  before  tli::.t  time  to  appear  at  the  exchequer  and  fine 
for  that  fcrvice,  he  defpifir.g  the  mandate  nether  came  to  do  the 
fervice,  nor  appeared  to  fine  for  it.  He  pleaded  that  the  precept 
w^s  not  delivered,  and  that  he  htld  nothing  of  the  king  for 
which  he  ought  to  do  that  fcrvice,  upon  which  he  was  difmiflcd, 
Madox  Hiji.  Exchcq.  46 1 . 
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bot,  and  the  abbot  of  the  king  at  half  n  fee,  and  paid 
20s.  rciicf.  In  1435  it  was  icahd  on  Ralph  Gun- 
ton,  and  his  heirs.  About  1  5  1  o  it  is  faid  to  be  in  the 
heirs  of  John  Rotceram,  of  whom,  in  all  probabihtv, 
it  was  purchafed  by  Chriflopher  Coote,  ckf.  He 
died  September  17,  1563,  feifcd  of  Sevmor's  ma- 
nor here.  Richard  Coote,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  af- 
terwards knighted,  and  lived  to  the  age  oi  124  years. 
Sir  Charles  Coote,  knt.  and  bart.  who  tranfiated  him- 
felf  and  family  into  Ireland,  where  he  was  lieutenant 
in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  and  was  killed  in  1642, 
was  the  !aft  of  the  family  that  had  this  manor,  it  be- 
ing joined  to  Broome-hall  manor  by  the  Bramptons, 
who  purchaicd  it,  and  fo  had  all  the  manors,  and  the 
advowfon.  Henry  Brampton,  and  his  father,  Gaudy 
Brampton,  lord  in  1660,  fold  the  eftate  to  Mr.  Warts» 
an  attorney  in  Norwich,  of  whom  Mrs.  Dorothv, 
his  mother-in-law,  and  her  fecond  hufband,  pur- 
chafed it.  Mr.  John  Beft  pui chafed  the  cllate  of 
Mr.  W.  Watts,  and  gave  it  to  Nathaniel  Bell,  who  was 
his  fon  by  a  former  wile  ;  he  is  buried  in  Norton 
chancel :  at  his  death  he  gave  it  to  Mr.  Robert  Blown 
of  Blow-Norton,  lord  and  patron. 

The  leet  belongs  to  the  hundred,  the  leet-fec  bcino- 
I4d.  The  lord  of  the  hundred  is  lord  paramount, 
having  waif  and  ftray,  view  of  frankpledge  and  frec- 
warren,    aiTize   oi  bread  and   beer,  8cc=  for  when  the 

lords 

*  Mr.  Martin  of  Palgravehad  the  moft  beautiful  pedigree  of 
this  family  that  we  ever  faw.     Mr.  Neve's  coUcclions  relating' 

to    it   are  very   1  irge. It  is  f-iid  that  Sir  Nich;-.las  Coote, 

knt.  who  lived  in  queen  Elizabeth's  time,  was  a  retainer  of  tuC 
duke  of  Norfolk's,  and  upon  his  cyufe  happened  to  ftrike  the 
attorney  general,  for  which  he  was  tined  20,oooI.  Jjnd  laid  in 
prifon  for  it  a  long  time,  and  at  lalt  w-s  forced  to  fell  his  cftit'S 
to  p-iy  the  fine,  with  the  confent  of  Sir  Charles  his  (on,  who  .s  x' 
created  in  the  year  1660  carl  of  Moatrath  in  Ireland. 
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lords  of  the  fcvcra!  manors  were  forced  by  (juo  wnran' 
tos  to  produce  ihcir  chartcr">,  and  ])lcad  what  libciiies 
had  been  immemorially  uled,  the  lords  here  did  not 
claim  any. 

The  curtoms  of  the  manors  are  thefe  ; — the  fines 
are  at  ihe  lord's  will.  1  he  copyhold  defccnds  to  the 
youngeft  Ion;  it  gives  no  dower.  The  tenants  cannoc 
fell  timber  nor  wafte  the  copyhold  houfes  with- 
out licence.  In  Rroomchall  manor  every  free  te- 
nant, upon  purchafe  of  any  fieeh.)ld,  pays  a  year's  free 
rent  to  the  loid  as  a  cuftomary  relief. 

Wc  don't  find  that  the  religious  were  much  con- 
cerned here.  The  monks  of  Thetfords  portion  ni 
tithes  out  of  St.  Andrew's  was  taxed  at  los.  The 
priorofihe  canons  of  Thetford  in  1428  was  taxed  1  sd. 
for  his  temporalities  heie  ;  the  prior  of  Ixworth 
2s.  6d.  and  the  prior  of  Buckenham  14s. 

The  church  of  St.  Margaret  had  reflors  until  1343, 
after  which  it  lay  without  any  inRitution  until  1394, 
when  Robert  de  Brora  the  patron  obtained  a  perpetu- 
al union  of  it  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  upon  pro- 
ving to  the  bifhop  that  the  revenues  were  fo  fmall 
that  nobody  would  accept  it,  and  it  appealing  that 
the  church  was  much  decayed  both  in  its  roof  and 
walls,  and  the  parifhioncrs  very  poor  and  unable  to 
repair  it,  and  that  St.  Andiew's  church  Handing  clofc 
by  it.  in  the  fame  church-yard,  was  big  enough  to  hold 
all  the  pariflioners  of  both,  he  liccnled  them  to  pull 
down  St.  Maigarct's  church,  May  13.  1394.  upon 
which  it  was  levelled  to  the  ground,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  at  this  day  there  appears  no  remains  of  any 
fuch  place.  When  Sir  Roger  dc  Rrom  was  patron, 
Norwich  Doomlday  faith,  that  it  had  a  houfe  and  ten 
acresof  glebe;  it  then  paid  i2d.  lyuodals,  and  2s.  2d. 

procurations ; 
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pvncyraLion;  ;  from  this  time  ench  manor  had  an  al- 
ternate prefcntaiion  to  St.  Andrew's  in  Blo-norton, 
vvlncli  before  belonged  folely  to  Scmere  manor. 
When  Sir  John  Dvkele  was  patron  the  ieS.or  had 
eleven  acres  of  glebe,  but  no  honi'e,  and  paid  I2d.  fyno- 
da!s,  and  4s.  procurations,  The  firft:  reilor  we  meet 
with  was  about  1320. 

From  the  evidences  and  annals  of  Caius  college, 
in  Cambridge,  we  learn  that  Sir  Stephen  Smith, 
re^lor  here,  July  3,  1430,  gave  all  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments inBarningham,  inSuifolk,  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  fellow  to  be  a  priefl,  to  perform  divine  offices  for 
the  dead  in  that  college,  and  to  preach  thiice  every 
year  at  Earningham,  viz.  on  St.  Margaret's  day,  in 
Advent,  and  in  Lent,  and  in  his  fermons  to  make  men- 
tion of  him,  his  benefaflor,  and  that  he  fliould  be 
called  Stephen  Smith's  prieft.  1  he  lands  given  then 
were  4I.  per  ann.  and  in  Dr.  Caius'  time  5I.  he  is  the 
fifth  fenior  fellow  on  the  foundation.  The  ellatc 
now  confifts  of  a  convenient  farm-houfe  and  fcvcnty 
acres  of  pafture,  twenty-four  acres  and  three  roods  of 
arable,  all  well  wooded,  the  money  rent  being  81.  6s. 
8d.  the  corn  rent  two  quarters  and  an  half  of  wheat, 
and  three  quarters  three  bufliels  of  malt. 

In  1762  the  Rev.  Charles  Browne  prefented  him- 
felf  to  the  leclory  of  Norton,  alias  Blo-Norton  St. 
Andrew  and  St.  Mar2;arct. 


'&*- 


This  reflory  is  valued  at  5I.  6s.  8d.  and  being 
fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  3SI.  5s.  is  difchar- 
ged  of  firft  fruits  and  tenths.  There  is  a  reclorv 
houfc  and  twenty- five  acres  of  glebe.  Here  was  a 
guild  dedicated  to  St.  Peter. 

C  The 
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The  church  is  a  mean  fabric  of  one  allc  only, 
which  is  tiiaichctl.  as  is  the  chancd,  the  north  porch. 
is  tiled,  the  tower  is  fquarc  and  haih  in  it  three  bells. 

There  is  no  infcription  in  tlie  nave,  tliis  being  nou' 
loft  : — OraU  pro  aniinn  Mari^arate]  Coole,  gcnerofe  que 
ob.  x"  die  mcvj.  Sept.  A°.  Dni.  i')2i.  At  the  entrance 
of  the  chancel  lies  a  Rone  robbed  of  its  braffes.  which 
had  an  infcription  to  Thomas  Garneys,  efq.  and  Alice 
his  wife.  He  died  Aug.  i,  1344,  widi  his  arms. — 
Another  hath  Stede  impaling  Brome,  robbed  of  its 
infcription.  John  Stede  efc],  who  died  Dec.  20, 
1540. 

Another  ftonc  was  laid  over  a  pricft,  the  cup  and 
v\afer,  the  emblem:!  of  the  priefthood,  ftill  remaining. 

On  three  brafs  plates  upon  a  ftone  at  the  north-caft 
corner  of  the  chancel,  Brampton  quartering  Broome, 
impaling  Rookwood.  Here  lieih  interred  Thomas 
Brampton,  cfquier,  who  dcccaCTed  the  ix  daye  of  No- 
vember, in  the  yere  of  our  God  mccccclxxvi. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  chancel,  on  the  fouth  fide, 
vas  a  raifcd  tomb  covered  with  a  marble,  under  which 
Mr.  ChriRophcr  Goote,  who  died  in  1563,  was  inter- 
red ;  this  is  now  taken  down,  and  the  ftone  laid  on 
the  pavement. 

The  houfc  right  over  againfl  the  church  is  called 
the  Place  which  name  it  affumcd  when  it  was  rebuilt 
by  John  Brampton,  cfq.  its  old  name  being  Broome- 
Hall. 

In  the  kitchen  window   (before  it  was  repaired)  wc 
faw  the  arms  of  Broome,  Calthorpe,  and  Stede. 
"  Lquc  and  Grau  dwclLe  in  this  Placed' 

WilHa-iJt 
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William  Cahhorpc  married  Cccilv  Broome,  and 
xvas  owner  of  an  edaie  here  in  i;;3G. 

The  arms  of  Sted^  were  impcrfecl,  and  there  was 
aHo  an  impericcl  coat  of  Brampion. 

In  1603  thrrc  were  110  communicants,  and  now 
(Blorarficid)  there  are  thirty-two  houfes  and  160  In- 
habitaius.  It  paid  r,os.  to  the  old  tenth,  and  now  is 
affelfcd  at  660I.  to  die  land-tax. 

Here  is  about  one  rood  of  land,  wliich  lies  at  Furzfi 
common,  a  iioufc  being  lately  pulled  down  there,  and 
another  rebuilt,  more  convenient,  for  two  dwellers  oil 
the  waiie,  which  hath  about  a  rood  of  land  laid  to  it. 

The  commons  are  called  Ncw-crofs,  which  contains 
about  ten  acres,  Fui/.c  common  about  thirty  acres, 
fouth  fen  about  thirty  acres,  and  there  are  about 
eighty  acres  of  common  carr  and  fen,  on  all  which 
they  common  folely. 

GAREOLDISHAM,  Gakkoldesitam,  Gr::^r.oDF.s, 
or  Gerbold's-Toavn,  is  io  called  Irom  fomc  Saxon 
who  was  owner  of  ir,  ham  in  their  language  lignilv- 
ingahoufe,  or  village;  it  is  bounded  by  the  Lop- 
hams,  and  Kenninghall,  on  the  eaft  ;  by  Market- 
Harling,  north  ;  and  by  Wefl  Marling,  and  Gan,hori)e, 
well:  it  contained  Icveral  manors,  all  which  were, 
united  in  Thomas  duke  of  Noifolk  in  the  time  of 
Henry  Vill.  and  continue  fo  to  this  day  ;  the  blggell 
manor  was  called  Wica,  afterwards  W'ykcs,  lunv 
VVicken;  the  common,  called  VVicken  Ling,  i$  the 
only  memorial  now  remaining  of  that  name. 

The  capital  manor  in  the  year    1045    belonged  to 

the  abbey  of  Ely,  Wilfric,  the  6th  abbot  of  that  houfe, 

C  2  being 
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being  lord  of  it.  This  auLot  had  a  brother,  called. 
Gudmund,  wlio  propofiug  marriage  to  a  nobleman's 
daughter,  was  rcfufed;  bccaufc,  though  he  was  of  no- 
ble extraction,  yet  not  having  forty  hides  of  land,  he 
could  have  no  place  among  the  noblemen  ;  the  ab- 
bot to  fupply  this,  privniely  makes  over  to  him  thcfe 
manors  b^'longing  to  his  abbey,  fc  Garboldifliam, 
Marham,  Lyvcrmcre,  Nachentun,  Acl)ok,  Ssjc.  the 
monks  reclaim  iliem,  ihc  abbot  retires  to  Acholt, 
and  there  dies  with  grief,  and  is  buried  at  Elv. 
Thurflan,  his  fucceffor,  profecuted  ilie  claim,  and 
came  to  this  agreement,  that  Gudmund  fliould  enjoy 
them  for  life ;  in  the  mean  time  the  Normans  invaded 
the  land,  and  Hugh  de  l^Iontfort,  or  Monte-forii,  a 
valiant  Norman,  who  came  in  with  the  Conqueror, 
(to  whom  he  was  fome  time  flandard-bcarer)  fcized 
thofe  lands,  and  kept  them  from  the  church. 

Montfort's  Manor  in  the  ConfefTor's  time  was 
worth  3I.  and  in  the  Conqueror's  61.  per  ann.  The 
%vhole  town,  with  all  its  manors,  was  a  league  long, 
and  a  league  broad,  and  out  of  every  20s.  Dane-gelt 
laid  upon  this  hundred,  this  town  paid  34d.  ob. 

Hugh  de  Montfort  loR  his  life  In  a  duel  with 
Wakhelinc  de  Ferrers,  leaving  iffuc,  Hugh,  his  fon, 
who  bv  his  firfl  wife  had  iffue  Robert  and  Hugh; 
which  Robert  was  William  Rufus's  general  in  1098, 
but  favoring  the  title  of  Robert  Curthofe,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  Henry  I.  he  was  called  in  qucflion  for  infide- 
lity, whereupon,  being  confcious  of  his  guih,  he  got 
leave  to  go  to  Jerufalem,  and  left  all  his  poileffions 
to  the  king;  they  both  died  in  pilgrmiagc,  without 
illuc. 

This  Hugh  granted  the  manor  to  VVillinm  dc 
Fianthcvillc,  whofc  fon,  William,  in  1179,  confirmed 

two 
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two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  the  demefncs  of  his  manor 
of  Wikes,  or  Garboldiniam.  Lanp;ford,  JBodney,  and 
Naflon,  to  the  monks  of  Bcrmondcfey,  \u  Surrey,  to 
whom  the  faid  Hugh  de  Montfott  had  s;i\'en  them.; 
tliis  portion  was  iffuing  out  of  St.  John  Baptift's 
church,  the  moiety  of  which  advojvfon  belonged  to 
this  manor  ;  and  in  14 28  the  prior  was  taxed  lor  his 
fpiiituals  here  at  13s.  4d.  William,  his  fon,  in  1240 
married  Fiefchcntia,  daughter  and  hcirefs  of  Ralph 
de  Bauham. 

In  1240  the  manor  was  charged  with  an  annual 
rent  charge  of  five  marks,  payable  to  Laurence  de 
Boyton,  and  his  heirs,  which  in  1250  was  confirmed 
by  Ralph  de  Francheville,  then  lord,  to  Lauretta  de 
Boyion,  together  with  the  manor  of  Langford,  to  be 
held  of  Ralph,  and  his  heirs,  by  the  fervice  of  two 
pair  of  white  gloves,  and  one  penny,  yearly. 

Ral[)h  was  fucceeded  by  Robert,  his  fon,  who  fold 
it  to  Robert  de  Cantclupc  ;  he  covenanted  to  pay  lix 
marks  yearly  out  of  it  to  the  faid  Robert  Francheville, 
and  his  heirs,  fo  that  there  were  now  in  two  annuities 
eleven  marks  iffuing  out  of  it ;  and  immediately  after 
it  was  conveyed  to  him    he  agreed  with  William  de 
B.inham  that  he  fhould  prcfcnt  to  St.  John's  one  turn, 
in  right  of  his  manor,  called  Efcois,   and  the  faid  Ro- 
bert the  other  turn,  in  right  of  his  manor,  late  Franchc- 
ville's,  v.'hich  was  fettled   accordingly    by   fine  ;    and 
thus  this  advowfon  continued  till  1280,  when  it  was 
fold    by   Robert  de    Buckcnham   (who  had   got  die 
whole  right   of  prefentation  by  purchafing   the  turn 
from  this  manor)    to   fir  Robert  de  Bofco,  and   his 
heirs,  from  which  time  both  the  advov/fons  went  witli 
their  manors :  in    this,    or   the   next  year,    John   dc 
Cantelupe,  fon  of  Robert,  fold  it  to  William  dc  Pa- 
kenham;  he  was  afterwards  knighlcd,    and  became 
C3  julticc 
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juPiice  Itinerant ;    he   made   great   purchafes    in    this 
town. 

Albrcd,  or  Aubrey  de  Pakcnliam.  in  i^Jj  ]aid 
20?.  relief  for  half  a  fee,  which  he  then  held  of  fhe 
carl  Marfiial ;  and  in  1421  part  of  the  maiior  was 
held  bv  knight's  fervice  of  John  de  Mafiin^^s, 
carl  of  Pembroke.  In  his,  and  his  father's  time, 
many  of  the  demefne  lands  were  granted  off,  and 
certain  barley  rents  rcferved,  to  be  paid  from  them. 

Robert  Pakenham,  of  Shropham,  cfq.  inherited, 
and  died  fcifcd  of  this,  and  Verly's  manor,  in  Snct- 
tifliam,  and  a  manor  in  Shropham,  Snitterton,  and 
the  adjacent  towns,  in  1463.  Hcnrv  Pakenham,  iiis 
fon  and  heir,  died  feiled  without  iffue  male,  leaving 
Ann,  one  of  his  daughters  and  hcireffcs  :  we  cunnot 
fay  how  many  hcirelTes  there  were,  but  this  Ann  mar- 
lied  John  Dobbes,  or  Dowbcs,  of  GsrboldiOiam,  efq. 
\vh(^  [Mirchafcd  all  tlie  parts;  for  in  ^'','26  he  was  (ole 
lord  of  Pakenham's  manor :  he  left  one  only  daugh- 
ter, Ann,  who  married  fir  W'illiam  Barwick  ;  he  vvas 
knighted  by  James  1.  at  \A'hitchall.  IMav  30,  1604; 
he  joinfly  with  his  wife,  and  John  Mallowes,  of 
Burv,  in  SuIIolk,  gent.  Thomas  Traverfe,  late  of 
Eaft  Hailing,  gent,  and  Edward  Barwitk.  gent,  bro- 
ther to  fir  William,  fold  it  in  iboy  to  fir  John  Hol- 
land, of  Kenninghall,  and  fir  Thomas  Holland,  his 
fon,  in  trufl  for  the  earl  of  Arundel. 

The  fcite  of  the  manor  \vas  dilapidated,  and  con- 
tained five  acres ;  to  it  belonged  large  demcfncs,  di- 
vers hcriots,  free  rents,  and  lents  of  afiizc,  barley 
rents,  and  a  fold-courfe,  called  Pakenham's-Tripp. 

By  this  purchafc  the  Norfolk  family  became  folc 
lords  of  all  the  manors  in  this  town,  though  they  had 
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not  the  advowfon,  and  (o  continued  till  1^27,  and 
then  the  c;ul  ot  Arundel,  aiid  his  truQees,  fold  the 
deiuei'he  lands  of"  this  manor,  and  ics  ruld-courfe.  foe 
three  hundred  flieep,  and  their  loliovvers,  in  Garbo!- 
difham,  and  Kcnninghall,  and  all  the  barley  rents,  to 
Framiingliatn  Gaudy,  efq.  of  Weft  Harling.  und 
his  heirs,  the  waifs,  firays,  and  all  other  royaUics, 
together  with  all  the  free  rents,  and  waftes,  being  par- 
ticularly excepted,  to  the  carl  and  his  heirs.  In 
i6-'g  the  faid  carl  fold  the  manor  of  Pakenham- 
hall  (Uphall,  Wiggcnhall.  and  BuckcnhanVs  being 
included  in  it)  to  fir  Drac  Drury,  of  Riddlefworth, 
who  kept  his  firfl  court  immediately  after  the  con- 
vevancc,  the  faid  car!  charging  it  with  the  whole  fum 
of  lol.  a  year  rent  charge,  which  now  uTucd  out  of 
this  and  the  other  manors  that  were  joined  to  it.  and 
obliged  fir  Drue  to  give  fecuritv  to  Frarnlingham 
Gaud\',  cfq,  to  indemnify  him  and  his  heirs  againft 
anv  claim  that  fliould  be  made  for  aiiy  part  ol  the 
lol.  out  of  the  faid  demefnes,  fold  courfc,  or  barley 
rents,  which  were  conveyed  to  the  faid  Framlingham.- 
After  fir  Drue's  death  it  went  to  fir  Drue,  his  fon, 
then  to  fir  Robert  Drury,  bart.  who  left  it  to  his  wife, 
lady  Drury, 

The  Icct  belongs  to  the  hundred;  the  leet-fee  is 
5s.  the  caftlc-ward  was  I2d.  every  feven  weeks. 

In  i6og  the  rents  of  afiTue  of  all  the  manors  were 
22I.  8s.  3q.  It  extended  into  North  Lopham,  Gaf- 
thorpe,  Shropham,  and  Blo-Nojton. 

The  barley-rents  being  fold  to  Pramlingham  Gau- 
dy, as  aforelaid,  he  in  1629  f)ldotf  forty  coombs, 
three  buQiels,  two  pecks  and  an  hall  to  Richard 
Peadc,  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  gent.  Thomas  War- 
ren, of  Gicat  Thurlow,  and  John  Warren,  gent,  of 
G  4  GarboldiQiam, 
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Garbolcllfham.  his   fon  and  heir,    which  iffucd  out  of 
diveis    lands  formerly  held  bv  die  Cootes,  Barwicks, 
Tillors,    S:c.  7  he  reft  of  iheni  being  recovered  by  de- 
cree in  chancery,    (fomc  of  the  tenants  refufmg  to  pay 
them)    continued  in   the   Gaudys,    until  Sir  BafTing- 
bourne  Gaudv,  the  lad  of  that  name,  or  his  executois, 
fold  them  to  Robert  Haylct   of  Garboldilliam,  gent, 
who   had  lately  fold  every  one  their  pans ;  the  whole 
fum   at   fiift   was    fiftv-one  quarters,  fix  bufiicls,  and 
1-jalf,  iffuingoutof  the  cicmefne  lands  of  Wiggen-haU's, 
Bokcnham's,    and   Pakcnham's     manors,    which    lay 
difperfcdly  among  the   tenants   lands,  for  which  rca- 
fon  the  ioids  dcmifcd  them  to  fuch  as  kept   ploughs 
for  maintenance  of  their  tilth,   fome   at   two   bufliclls 
an  acre,  and  fomc  at  three,  fome  at  more  and  fomc  at 
Icfs,  according  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  land.      The  rent 
charge  of  i  ol.  a  year  ifTucd  out  of  the  manors  of  Pa- 
kcnham  and  Wiggenhall  ;  in  i  288,  John  de  VViggen- 
Lale  acknowledged  that  he  ought  to  pay  five  marks, 
2s.  2d.  per  ann.  out  of  his  manor,  to  Nicholas  Wcy- 
land,  of  whom  he  held  it  at  the  third  part  of  two  iecs, 
and  it  appears,   thai  the  faid  Nicholas   had  the  other 
annuities  iffuing   out   of  Pakcnham's    manor   fettled 
upon  him,  for  in  isgo  he  was  feifcd  of  lol.   rent,  if- 
fuing  out  of  the  manors  of  Garboldidiam,  from  which 
time  it  had  paffcd  continually  with  the  manor  of  Ox- 
borough,   from  the   Wcylands    to  the  Tuddenhams, 
and  from  them  to  the  Bedingfields,  Sir  Richard  Bc- 
dingficld.  bart.  of  Oxborough,  being  now  poffeifcd  of 
it. 

Boiss,  alias  Uthall  Manor,  was  held  by  Aluric, 
a  liccman,  in  the  time  of  the  Confefifor,  but  was  feiz- 
'cd  by  the  Concjueror  into  his  own  hands,  and  by 
him  committed  to  carl  Godric's  care;  this  is  the  only 
part  that  in  Doomfday  is  called  Gcrboldcfham ;  it 
was  valued  in  the  tirfl  iurvey  at  30s.  and  in  the  lecond 
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at  4 (IS.  It  was  granted  from  the  crown  to  Hugh  Bi- 
got, carl  o{  Noriolk,  and  pafled  from  that  family, 
along  vvidi  Fcrsficld,  to  Sir  \Viiiiam  du  Bois,  km. 
fiom  which  time  it  went  c:iactly  as  Fersfield  did, 
to  ^\•hich  we  refer  oar  readers. 

To  this  manor  the  advowTon  of  Garboldidiain 
All  Saints  wholly  belonged;  and  in  1280  St. 
John's  advovvfon  was  joined  to  it,  being  purchafcd 
by  fir  Robert  de  Bofco,  as  is  before  obferved,  both 
which  continued  with  it  until  1533,  when  the  manor 
came  by  exchange  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  (the  ad- 
vovvfon being  excepted)  :  it  was  always  held  of  the 
Norfolk  family  at  one  fee,  its  relief  being  40s.  and 
in  1246  Sir  Robert  de  Bois,  then  lord,  had  thefc  pri- 
vileges allowed  him  to  this  manor,  viz.  a  weekly 
market  every  Wednefday,  a  yearly  fair  for  three  days, 
on  the  vigil,  the  day,  and  the  day  after  St.  Luke  the 
Evangelift,  a  pillory,  tumbrcil,  or  ducking-flool,  with 
liberty  of  free-warren,  it  being  obliged  to  do  iuit  to 
the  hundred  court,  or  pay  2s.  a  year. 

The  manors  of  Wiggen-hall  and  Buckenham  were 
both  joined  to  this  before  13S6,  for  then  the  fliles  of 
the  court  was  Uphall,  VViggen-hall,  and  Bokenham's, 
in  Garboldifliam,  and  thus  they  continued  until  1607, 
and  then  were  joined  to  Pakcnham's,  the  earl  of 
Arundel  becoming  lord  of  the  whole  remained  fo 
until  1627,  when  he  fold  Uphall,  Wiggenhall,  and 
Pakenham's  dcmefnes,  with  the  fcites  of  all  thofc  ma- 
nors, their  barley-rents,  and  iold-courfcs  for  3^50 
ewes  with  their  followers,  with  all  the  paflures  and 
fhackages  belonging  to  that  courfe  in  Garboldifham 
(all  royalties,  waifs,  ftrays,  and  money-rents  being  ex- 
cepted, all  which  the  earl  ftill  kept  whole  and  undi- 
vided, until  he  fold  them  in  1629  to  Sir  Drue  Drury, 
of  Riddlefworth]    to  Framlingham   Gaudy,   efq.  in 

which 
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which  family  thcv  coniinued  until  September  i^, 
i6f')f^,  and  then  Sir  William  Gaudy,  of  Weit- 
Hariino^,  fettled  all  his  eflate  on  Mary,  his  oiily 
daughter,  to  raifc  2300!.  for  her  fortune,  and  iiiade 
Framlinjham  Gaudy,  cfq.  (her  uncle)  executor,  who 
fold  the  GarboldiQiam  lands  to  Wcntworth  Garneys, 
cfq.  of  Boyland-hall,  in  Mourning-thorpe,  the  heirs 
of\vhofc  familv  enjoyed  it. 

Wiggf.n-Hall's Manor,  atthe  furvey.  bcloncred  to 
bifhopOtborn,  and  was  valued  at  20s.  in  the  Confcf- 
for  s,  but  was  rifen  to  ^os.  at  the  Conqueror's  time, 
vvlien  it  was  in  Kenninghall  foken. 

This  afterwards  belonged  to  the  Bigots,  bv  uhom 
it  ^vas  crranted  to  the  Hevcnin2;hams,  of  which  fami- 
ly  it  ^vas  always  held  by  the  third  part  of  a  fee,  of 
Totham-parva  manor,  in  Effex,  as  parcel  cf  die  ba- 
rony of  Tolfliunt,  of  the  honor  ot  Irlakcnci.,  tiiC  le- 
iici  being  Ss.  4d. 

In  ilic  time  of  Richard  I.  John  de  Jcrpcn\illc 
was  lord,  and  made  a  gianc  to  John  dc  Gaibaudi- 
Iham  and  his  heirs,  as  appears  under  Garboldcflinni's 
ircc  tenement  ;  it  after  came  to  the  Wiggenhalls,  but 
how  we  do  not  find,  though  imagine  it  uiuft  be  from 
the  VVeylands,  for  John  dc  Wiggenhale  iicld  it  of  Sir 
Nicholas  VVeyland  by  the  fervice  of  a  rent  charge  of 
five  marks  a  year,  payable  to  him  and  his  heiis. — 
In  1345  Agnes  de  VViggcnhale  had  it,  after  which  it 
loon  icli  mto  Bois's  manor. 

Efccis  and  RuckenhanTs  manors  belonged  to  Wil- 
liam dt  Warren,  carl  of  Surrey,  in  the  Conqueror's 
time,  and  had  two  carucates  in  demefne,  then  worth 
40s.  it  being  given  him  by  the  Conqueror  as  one  ca- 
lucatc,  the  whole  of  which  was  then  in  Kenninghall 

ibkcnj 
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Token  ;  aficr  lie  had  it,  it  was  annexed  to  the  caflle 
of  Lewes:  ihis  was  aficrwards  divided  into  two  ma- 
nors. 

Escois's  Manor,  which  was  the  firfl  part,  was  held 
of  the  MunchenHes,  by  the  familv  hmamcd  de  lian- 
ham,  the  Munciienfies  had  it  of  tlic  Bigots,  they  of 
tlie  Efcois's,  and  they  of  the  earl  Warren  ;  Ralph  de 
Banham  had  thera,  whole  only  daughter,  Frcfchcntia, 
in  1  240,  was  married  to  WiUiam  de  f  rancheville,  lord 
of  Pakcnham's  manor,  to  which  this  part  was  then 
joined,  as  was  a  moiety  of  St.  John's  advowfon, 
wliich  belongo4  to  it,  though  the  Banham  family  flill 
continued  to  have  a  free  tenement  and  many  rents 
here,  which  was  granted  by  this  William,  out  of  the 
fortune  that  Fiefchentia  brought  him. 

Buckenham's  Manor  was  the  fecond  part,  and 
was  given  by  Roger  Bigot,  carl  of  Norfolk,  with  Ade- 
liza  his  daughter,  to  Aubrey  de  Vere,  fecond  earl  of 
Oxford,  of  whofe  faraiiv  it  \vas  held  at  half  a  fee, 
and  the  eighth  part  of  a  fee:  a  part  was  after  held  of 
Tatefliale's  barony,  and  another  fmall  part  of  Mun- 
chcnfie's.  Emma,  an  heirefs,  brought  it  to  Ralph 
de  Chadefgravc ;  to  the  manor  belonged  a  moiety 
of  St.  John's  advowfon.  In  1277  Peter  dc  Buck- 
enham  was  lord,  he  left  it  to  Robert,  his  fon,  to 
whom  in  1284  ^^^  ^^^^  Ralph  de  Chadefgrave,  and 
Emma  his  wife,  releafed  all  their  right,  and  in  1286 
he  had  waif  allowed  to  this  manor,  and  the  moiety 
of  St.  John's,  the  whole  advowfon  of  which  he  fold 
in  12S0,  to  fir  Robert  de  Bofco,  having  purchafed  the 
parts  that  belonged  to  Pakenham's,  and  Efcois's  ma- 
nors. Leonard  dc  Buckenham  was  lord  in  13S0,  in 
ivhofe  time  it  was  joined  to  Bois's  manor,  for  in  the 
focdaries  in  1402,  we  find  that  the  ladv  Margaret 
Howard  held  the  third  part  of  a  fee,  which  Leonard 

Buckenham 
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Eucker.bam  held,  but  iliough  this  familv  pnited 
from  the  manor,  their  dcfccndants  continued  to  ha\'e 
a  go'^d  eflate  here,  and  Tome  fmall  free  rents  belong- 
ing to  it.  In  1476  vSir  Ralph  Buckcnham,  of  Gar- 
boldidiam,  defircd  in  his  will  10  be  buried  in  St.  Pe* 
icr's  Chuich,  of  Great  Livermere,  in  Suffolk. 

CrifRCHFS    Manor,  or  Free-Tenement,  took  its 
name  Irotn  its  owners,  who  were  fo   called  horn    li- 
ving near  the  church  of  this  town.      At  the  fur\-ey  it 
was  part  of  Montlort's,   or  Pakenhain  s  manor,  and 
fo  continued  until  it  was  granted  from  it  by  ilie  Fran-  - 
chcvillc's   to  Hugh  at  the   CAm;t//c  of  Garbaudefliam, 
who  is  the  hrfl  that  we  meet  with  of  this  family,  but 
there   being  no  date  to  the  deed  we  cannot  afcerta-iii 
the  time;     in    1290   it   belonged    to    Gilbert    at   the 
Church,  from  1532  we  meet  with  no  more  of  it  until 
1340,    and    then  Richard  Lothevvyk  had  it,  but  the 
rents  were   now    fold   off,  the    rental  being  only  5s. 
gd.  per  ann.   We  meet  with  no  more  of  it  altcrwaids, 
fo   that   it  fliews  as    if  thofe   rents  were    cither    fold 
oM,  or  the  lands  purchafed  to  the  tenement,  one   of 
which  was  generally  the-  end  of  thcfc  fmall  manois. 
'Ihe  parifh  of  St.   John  held   three  roods  of  Jand 
at  Hobbyn's  Mill,  near  St.  John's   rct^ory-houfe.   by 
ihc    lice-rcnt  of  2d,  a  year,   and  the   town    of  Gar- 
boldifliam    held   a   nicffuage,   called    the  Camping- 
L(jad,  by  the  Irce-rent  of  6d.  a  year. 

Gakboldisham's  Free-Tenement  had  its  rife  in 
the  time  of  Richard  I.  it  being  till  then  part  of  VVig- 
gen-llalfs  manor,  which  John  de  jerpenvillc.  Lord 
ihcicof,  granted  to  Robert  de  Gerbaudefliam,  for 
his  homage  and  Icrvice.  and  8s.  6d.  a  year  rent, 
and  4d.  3q.  a  year  ward  money  to  Dover  Gaille, 
iind  i2d.  3q.  fcutage,  out  of  every  20s.  that  fliould 
be  laid  upon  Jcrpeuville's  manor  of  Garboldifham, 

and 
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and  other  property;  and  in  confideration  of  this 
grant,  John,  (on  of  Robcic  de  Garboldiniam,  was 
to  marry  Maud,  daughter  of  lliomas  de  Ra%c- 
nyngliam.  This  family  of  Garboldifham  was  vcrv 
numcious,  though  we  do  not  imagine  that  all  of 
ihem  were  Lerd?  of  this  tenement. 

From  this  family  it  paffcd  to  the  Moncks,  anotlier 
numerous  Himily  in  this  town,  fo  named  from  Alau 
Le-Moync.  or  the  Monk,  who  had  lands  here  very 
early,  as  feveral  deeds  without  date  Qiew.  In  i  290, 
William  Le-Monck,  of  Garboldi!ham,  had  a  meffua2:e 
and  ten  acres  fettled  on  him. 

In  102S.  William  de  Banham  releafcd  all  his 
right  to  Richard  Le-Monck,  in  all  his  polielhons  in 
Garboldifljam,  fo  that  now  he  had  both  the  free 
tenements,  but  how  they  went  after  we  do  not  find, 
though  the  family  continued  fomcvvhat  longer  in 
the   town. 

Banham's  Free  Tenement  had  its  rife  out  of 
Efcois  manor,  fmcc  1240,  andconfifted  of  (cveral  lands 
and  rents  of  that  manor,  granted  by  William  de  Fran- 
chcvillc  to  the  Banham  family,  after  he  had  married 
Frefchentia,  the  heirels  of  Ralph  de  Banham,  and  in 
this  family  it  continued  till  132S,  when  William  de 
Banham,  releafcd  it  to  Richard  Le-Monck,  Robert 
de  Banham  his  father,  having  fold,  or  mortgaged 
it  before,  to  John  Le-Monck,  father  ol  Richard, 
bv  which  releafe  it  fell  into  Munck's  tenement. 

Of  FIopton's  Tenement  we  know  but  little,  only 

.  find  it  often  named  in  evidences,  and  that  Adam  de 

Hopton.    lord  of  it  in    1268,   was   diifeifed  by  John 

de   Dicklcbugh  of  his  common  of  paRure  in  Blo- 

Norton, 
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Norton,    which    belonged  lo   his    fice    tenement    Iti 
Garboldifliam. 

The  cufloms  of  the  manor  are  ihcfc  :  the  copy- 
hold defcends  to  the  eldcll  Unt.  the  fine  is  st  ihc 
lord's  will  ;  the  tenants  can  fell  timber  on  the  copy- 
hold, plant,  and  cut  down  on  the  vvaile,  without 
licence  ;  it  gives  no  dower,  it  haih  liberty  of  free- 
warren,  waif,  flray,  and  all  other  priv  ilcges,  ex- 
cept the  Icct,  return  of  writs,  office  of  coroner, 
clerk  of  the  markettv  and  afiize  of  bread  and  ale, 
all  which  were  excepted  when  it  was  fold  to  Sir 
Drue  Diury,  who  after  his  purchafc  fold  off  his 
part  of  the  demelnes,  and  fetded  the  rent  charge  of 
lol.  per  ann.  upon  that  part,  from  which  it  is  now 
paid  by  the  owner  of  Uphall,  in  Garboldilham, 
who  hadi  the  demcfncs  of  the  feveral  manors, 
except  thofe  of  Buckenham's  manor,  which  belonged 
to  the  late  Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  of  GarboidiQiam, 
Bart,  but  now  to  Crifp  MoUneux,  Efq. 

The  Rectory  Manor  belonged  to  the  rcflors  of 
St,  John's,  who  uere  always  lords  of  it.  The 
cuRoms  arc  the  fame  as  the  great  manor. 

Of  the  advowfon. — The  advowfon  of  All  Saints 
wholly  belonged  to  Bois's,  or  Uphall  manor, 
and  that  of  St.  John's  was  purchafcd  to  it  in 
12S0  by  fir  Robert  dc  Bois,  horn  which  time 
they  botii  paifcd  with  it,  till  1533,  and  then  being 
parted,  went  as  Ecrsficld  advowion  did  till  1632, 
and  then  that  advowfon,  or  rather  moiety  of  bodi 
advowi'ons,  that  belonged  to  fir  Thomas  Cornwallis, 
knt.  came  to  fir  William  Withipoll,  knt.  and  in  1637 
Lucy  Withipoll,  and  Thomas  Clcre,   prefented  by 

his 
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his  grant  ;  at  his  dcaih  it  went  to  Eli7.abcth  Wiihi- 
])o\\,  hh  hcirefs.  who  married  I.ciccRcr  Dcvcrcux, 
\i{cou;it  Hereford;  he  was  (uccccdod  bv  L.cicjflcr, 
jiis  Ton  and  heir,  who  died  in  if)'l2,  and  was  luc- 
ccedcd  by  Kdward  Devcreux,  who  died  iffuelels  in 
1700,  leaving  Ann,  his  liilcr,  his  {olc  hcirels ;  (Ijc 
married  Leiccfter  Martin,  elq.  of  Chrirt-church,  in 
Ipfwich,  who  fold  it  to  the  late  hr  Edamnd  Bacon» 
of  Garboldllliam,  bart. 

The  odicr  advowfon.  or  moiety  of  Ijoth.  the  advow- 
ions,  bcloijged  to  the  W'ingiiclds,  and  pafkrd  as  Fcrs- 
field.  from  the  Wingfielda  to  the  earl  of  Rochfird. 
the  right  honorable  VVilhani  Henry  Na'Jau  dz  Za\- 
cPtcin,   earl  of  Rochfbrd,  beiiig  now  patron. 

The  rcHgious  concerned  here  were,  Thetford,  Ber- 
■mondefey,  and  Camps,  to  whom  Robert  AQificld 
aliened  lands  in  1391  ;  and  in  13S1  John  Plais,  and 
others,  aliened  lands  and  tenements  here  of  40I.  va- 
lue to  the  chantry  at  Raveningliam. 

There  were  fevcral  ancient  good  families  inhabiting 
in  this  town,  bcfides  thofe  already  mentioned;  one 
was  firnamed  Atte  Stone,  of  Garboldifliam ;  another 
dc  Pontc,  or  Atte  Brigge;  another  Ic  Woodward, 
which  family  hath  continued  to  tins  time. 

The  Tafeburghs  had  a  good  cflate  here,  of  which 
John  Tafeburgh,   gent,  vvas  owner  ia  1340. 

The  names  of  the  ftrects  in  1413  were,  Wykyn- 
flreet,  NediergaLe-lbect,  and  Churchcgate-ftreet,  and 
dierc  is  a  wav  much  fpoken  of,  called  the  Palmers- 
Way;  we  fuppofe  it  is  that  which  leads  from  Gaf- 
thorpe-gaic,  by  which  the  pilgrims  ufcd  to  pals  in 
pilgrimage   to  our    Lady  at   Waliinghamj   there   is 

kilo 
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alfo  a  large  ditch,  commonly  called  Little  De\  il's 
Ditch,  which  runs  from  Gnftliorj'e-Moor  to  Hai ling- 
Moor,  and  is  laid  to  have  been  an  ancient  intrcnch- 
ment,  but  by  the  proper  name  \vc  take  it  to  have 
been  made  to  divide  Garboldifham  from  its  neigh- 
bouring pariflies,  as  it  Hill  docs,  it  being  called  the 
Boundary. 

After  the  dllToIution  divers  fmall  pieces  of  land 
fettled  to  fuperftitious  ufes,  as  for  cbijis,  lamps,  &c. 
were  granted  to  divers  perfons. 

The  church  of  St.  John  Baptlft  is  a  good  build- 
ing, having  the  nave,  two  ailes,  with  the  chapels  at 
ihcir  eafl.  ends,  north  veflry,  and  north  porch,  leaded, 
its  chancel  thatched,  a  tall  fquare  tower,  and  fix  bells. 
The  church,  ailes,  and  chancel,  are  ancient,  but  the 
tovv-er  and  north  porch  are  not  fo,  being  built  about: 
3300,  as  is  evident  from  the  name  of  William  Pcce, 
who  was  then  a  chaplain  in  this  church,  and  chief 
benefactor  10  the  work. 

On  the  tower  are  the  names  of  feyeral  other  bcne- 
faclors. 

There  is  only  one  brafs  plate  left,  which  is  in- 
fcribed  to — Jolm  Carllon,  of  Garboldijham,  mercer,  who 
died  the  third  of  April,  1579. 

In  the  caft  chancel  window  are  the  arms  of  Bar- 
dolph,  Howard,  and  Scales;  and  three  knights  kneel- 
ing, one  in  a  furcoat  of  Howard,  another  of  Scales, 
and  another  of  Bardolph,  which  were  very  remark- 
able, and  were  lately  deflroycd,  with  many  other 
arms  and  antiquities,  when  the  windows  were  re- 
paired. 
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In  the  windows  of  the  north  aile  were  the  arms 
of  liuis,  Howard,  Cornwal,   and  l-elbrigg. 

In  a  foLuh  chancel  window,  Howard  and  Scales, 
impaled. 

In  the  windows  of  the  ailcs,  Brothcrton,  Howard, 
and    Plais;     Howard,   impaling,    per   pale  indented 
or.  and  gul.  a  bordure  of  the  fecund,  bczante;   tcl-- 
brigg  impaling  Scales. 

The  Bois'  arms  are  in  many  windows  ;  at  the  eafl; 
end  of  the  north  aile  is  a  chapel,  which  belonged  to 
that  family,  in  which  there  was  an  ofHciating  chaplain 
for  the  dciid,  and  probably  another  in  the  opppofitc 
chapel,  in  the  fouth  aile:  the  na<nes  of  fome  of  them 
that  fcrved  here,  and  in  Bois's  chapel  in  All  Saints 
church,  Mr.  Blomcfield  extracled  out  of  evidence! 
of  lands  in  this  town. 

Towards  the  wefl,  end  of  the  church-yard  arc  tivo 
altar-tombs,  infcribcd — To  John  WilUamJoji,  goit. 
obijt  March  2,  1690,  atatisjuce  ^2. — 

Maria  Williamjon,  ohijt  A/i^aJt  22,  1(397,  ^^^^i^ 
JuiS  22. 

The  fcite  of  the  rectory-houfc  joir.cd  to  the  enTc 
end  of  this  church-yard  till  a  new  one  was  buik, 
near  a  auaiier  of  a  mile  noith-eaft.  of  the  church. 

All  Saints  church  flands  north  of  St.  John's,  about 
half  a  furlon"-.  or  fomewhat  more,  and  was  afiiciated 
in  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Vikt,  in  1  726  ;  from  which 
time  fervice  was  left  off  by  degrees,  and  upon  a 
petition  of  the  piilrons,  incumbent,  and  parifliioners, 
in  1734,  licence  was  obtained  of  the  bifliop  to  lutier 

D  is 
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it  to  dilapidate;  upon  which  the  roof  of  the  nave  was 
unihatched,  and  that  of  the  north  ailc  unleaded,  and 
both  were  taken  down,  the  font  and  feats  pulled  up, 
and  the  five  bells  taken  down,  all  which,  with  the 
other  materials,  (except  the  Icaflbcil,  which  was  car- 
ried to  St.  John's"!  were  fold,  and  the  money  applied 
to  repair  and  bcautifv  St.  John's  church.  The  bo- 
dies of  the  Bacons,  buried  in  the  chancel,  were  taktfn 
rjp,  and  carried  to  a  vault  belonging  to  that  family  in 
Redgiave  church,  and  the  marbles  that  laid  over 
them  were  removed,  and  placed  in  the  veflry  of  St. 
John's  church,  where  they  now  lie.  The  windows 
both  of  the  nave  and  aile  were  chiefly  painted  glafs, 
and  very  well  done,  but  were  all  broken  to  pieces  ; 
the  roof  of  the  nave  was  board,  painted  all  over 
with  the  names  of  Jcfus  and  Mary,  and  this  in  the 
midA: 

Bctwexjyn  yis  and 

Ye  rode  lof,  ye  yonghng 

Han  pay  d  for  yis  coji, 
Ta  tLord  yal  deyid  for  alle  mankyndc 
Have  mercy  upon  hem  at  her  tnde. 

By  which  it  appears  that  it  was  done  at  the  charge  of 
the  parifliioners,  foon  aficr  1450,  and  that  John  dc 
de  Vcre.  earl  of  Oxford,  who  was  then  patron,  would 
not  afTift  them,  for  he  muft  be  the  youngling  here 
mcan't;  and  indeed  it  fecms  as  if  he  defigned  to 
have  had  this  church  (when  he  confolidated  it  to  St. 
John's)  fall  down,  it  being  then  much  in  decay,  as  is 
plain  from  the  great  repaiis  then  done  to  it,  the  pa- 
rifliioners not  confcnting  to  it,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
fhcwed  their  diflikc  by  thefc  vcrfes,  which  it  will 
not  be  amifs  to  render  into  more  modern  language  : 

*•  Between 
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•*  Between  this  place  and  the  rood  loft*, 
"  The  younglioE^  han't  paid  for  this  co(l, 
"  That  Lord  that  died  for  all  mankind, 
"  Have  mercy  upon  themt  at  their  end." 

The  roof  of  die  chancel  alfo   at  that  time  was  re- 
paired,  and  becaufe  it  fhould  not  be  too  burdcniomc 
to  the  redor,  many  pious   people  contiibiucd,   as  is 
apparent  from  thefe  two  vcrfes  ftill  remaining  on  it: 
AlU  alle  hevir  Itulpf  to  yis  good  deed 
Godjend  hyerjvwlc  helpe  to  hyer  fuede. 

Ail,  all,  [that]  ever  helped  to  diis  good  deed, 
God  fend  their  foul  help  for  their  niede.:}: 

The  cancelli,  or  lattices,  between  the  church  and 
chancel,  were  ere^led  about  the  fame  time,  being 
neatly  carved  and  adorned  with  the  images  ol  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  St.  German,  St.  Agnes,  and  others, 
and  were  made  at  the  cxpencc  of  William  Bole. 

The  windows  alfo  were  new  glazed,  all  of  painted 
glafs,  and  adorned,  fome  of  them  with  the  twelve 
apoflles,  others  with  faints  and  confefTors,  others 
with  the  arms  of  the  benefaclors  at  whofc  cofl  they 
were  put  up,  and  others  with  their  elligies  kneelitig, 
by  which  it  appears  that  fome  were  made  at  one 
perfon's  cofl  only,  others  by  three  or  four  that  joined, 
and  in  moft  of  them  were  the  donors  names,  all 
which  were  decayed,  except  two  in  the  north  ailc 
windows. 

D2  Oa 

*  The  rood-loft  was  placed  between  the  church  and  chancel, 
£0  called  becaufe  the  rood,  or  crofs,  always  ftood  on  it. 

t  Them,  refers  to  the  parilhioners  tiut  were  at  the  Jiarge  of 
the  work. 
t  Gift. 
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On  a  foiuh  wividow,  Lucy's  arms,  impaling  gul.  at 
his  and  label  ol  three,  or. 

At  the  eafl  end  of  the  ailc  was  a  chapel,  which 
hath  laid  in  ruins  many  years;  it  was  foiuided  bv 
Thomas  de  Bofco,  rcclor  of  this  church,  for  his  own 
interment,  the  initial  letters  of  whofe  name  flill  re- 
main, carved  in  ftonc,  on  its  buttrcfs.  The  entiance 
out  of  the  aile  was  by  a  large  crol's  arch. 

There  is  a  good  fquarc  tower  at  the  wcf|  end,  built 
much  about  that  time,  and,  as  tradition  hath  it,  in 
this  manner  :  the  foundation  was  laid  by  a  tailor, 
coniinucd  by  a  woolcomber,  and  finiflicd  by  the  pa- 
lifh.  Now  we  do  not  pretend  to  aver  its  truth,  but 
mention  it,  becaufe,  agreeable  thereto,  we  find  a 
a  flonc  fixed  in  the  building,  about  ten  feet  from  the 
ground,  on  which  is  cut  a  large  pair  of  tailor's  fticars, 
and  on  another,  about  iQ.n  feet  higher,  is  a  wool- 
comb. 

The  church  is  almofl  whole  as  to  its  walls;  the 
roofs  flill  remain  on  the  chancel  and  fouth  porch, 
though  great  part  of  die  thatch  is  gone  ;  the  doors  are 
takerToff;  the  grave-flones  ftill  lie  in  their  places, 
fomc  of  which  had  bralTcs  formerly  on  them,  but 
they  were  lofl  long  before  the  church  was  ruined. 

On  two  black  marbles  that  were  in  the  chancel, 
but  now  removed  to  St.  John's  as  aforcfaid,  Bacon, 
impaling  a  fels  wavy,  between  three  delis's. — Under 
lias  marlk  is  buried  the  body  of  fir  Robert  Bacon,  bart. 
■who  departed  this  life  on  the  3  ifl  of  June,  in  the  year  if 
our  Lord  1  704. 

J^ne  lielh  interred  the  body  of  Mrs.  Jane  Bacon,  the 
eldefi-'dauglitey  of  fv  Robert  Bacon,  and  dame  Eliiahith, 

hii 
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his  luife,  (that  v)as  buried  at  WigJilon  in  this  count))  ivho 
died  on  the  \.\th  day  of  Ocluhtr,  in  t/tc  rear  of  cur  Lord 
1705. — This  is  joined  to  ihc  foiuh  fide  of  die  for- 
mer, and  hadi  Bacon's  arms  in  a  lozen2;e. 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  premier  baronet  of  all  Eng- 
land, ele6lcd  i^night  of  the  fliire  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk  in  die  great  contcfted  election  in  i7'?,4,  re- 
fidcd  in  this  parifli,  which  honfc,  wiih  the  ellate 
here,  devolved  to  his  daughter,  Mifs  Bacon,  who  fold 
it  to  Ctifp  Molineux,  efq.  who  at  prefent  refides 
here,  and  is  patron  of  the  living. 

Sir  William  Barwick,  wlio  died  afier  ifin:,  is  faid 
to  be  buried  here,   but  we  are  not  certain  of  it. 

In  1430  John  de  Vere,  carl  of  Oxford,  lord  Bul- 
bcc,  Samford  and  Scales,  chamberlain  and  admiral  of 
England,  and  Mr.  John  Halle,  reclor  of  St.  John's, 
petitioned  for  a  confolidation,  fetting  forth,  "  That 
*'  the  churches  were  fo  near,  that  thev  mio;ht  be  con- 
"  veniently  ierved  by  one  reclor,  and  that  both, 
"  when  joined,  would  maintain  a  re61or,  but  were 
"  not  fufficicnt  to  do  fo  fingle;  and  befides,  the 
"  tithes  were  lo  mixed  that  they  caufed  difputes  on 
"  all  fides,  and  the  clergy  fo  thin,  by  reafon  of  the 
"  great  plague,  that  it  was  difficult  to  procure  a 
"  clerk,  upon  which  it  was  agreed,  that  a  confolida- 
"  tion  fhould  pafs  upon  the  following  terms,  viz. 
"  That  the  church  of  St.  John  BapLill  be  hencefor- 
**  ward  the  principal  and  mother  church,  for  all  fa- 
"  craments,  for  all  the  pariniioncrs,  and  that  the  rec- 
'•  tors  fliall  be  obliged  to  keep  up  only  the  re^lory- 
■  houfe  of  St.  John's,  but  fliould  be  flri(^ly  forced 
"  to  keep  up  both  the  chancels,  and  by  himfclf,  or  a 
•i*'  ftipendiary  curate,  have  fervice  performed  dulv  evc- 
'*  ry  week  in  All  Saints  church."  This  was  tranfadied 

D  3  '  in 


46  H  U  N  D  R  E  D     O  F 

in  the  collegiate  church  of  the  Virgin  Marv  In  the 
Fields,  at  Norwich,  Feb.  25,  i4  5o,by  JohnWvgenhalc, 
do<fior  of  the  decrees,  comraiilary,  and  N'icar  general. 

In  147 S,  Aug.  12,  Edmund  Albon,  doctor  of  phy- 
fic.  and  of  all  the  liberal  arts,  »vas  inftituted  to  the 
church  of  Garboldifham,  St.  John  Bqptifl,  together 
with  the  church  of  All  Saints  annexed. 

'  In  1726,  May  51,  the  late  Rev.  Henry  Stebbing 
was  in  diluted  on  the  prefentation  of  the  Tate  fir 
Edmund  Bacon,  of  Garboldifliam,  bart.  he  was  doc- 
tor of  divinity,  archdeacon  of  Wilts,  chaplain  in  or- 
dinary to  his  majefty,  rc(^or  of  Rickinghall  Infe- 
rior, in  Suffolk,  preacher  to  the  honorable  fociety  of 
Giay'sinn,  lecturer  of  Bow-church,  Cheapfide,  Lon- 
don, author  of  the  book,  intitled  Polemical  Trails, 
in    folio,   and    of  fcvcral  other  ingenious  pieces. 

Dr.  Stebbing  built  the  parfonagc-houfc,  where  it 
now  ftands,  in  a  plcafant  fituation. 

In  1748  fir  Edward  Bacon  prefented  William  Ro- 
binfon  ;  and  in  1  774  Charles  Wake  was  prefented 
by  (Jiilp  Molincux,  efcj.  reprefentative  in  parliament 
for  Lynn  Regis;  who  in  1777  prefented  the  Rev. 
Charles  Sherard  Molineux  to  the  rediory  of  Gar- 
boldifham St.  John,  with  All  Saints,  confolidatcd 
Feb.  25,  1450. 

This  re£lory  is  flill  charged  with  firfl-fruits  and 
tenths,  and  rated  in  the  king's  books  at  igl.  16$.  ob. 

A  penfion  of  6s.  8d.  is  now  paid  to  the  duke  of 
Norfolk,  in  right  of  the  priory  of  Thetford,  it  beinj 
i  perpetual  compolition  for  the  tithes  of  the  dcmcfncs 
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of  Ralph  de  Eanbam,  lord   of  Efcois  manor,    who 
gave  his  tithes  to  that  priory. 

The  following  curious  will  was  in  Mr.  Rlomeficld's 
cuRody: — In  1531,  May  1,  W.  Kevc,  of  Garbol- 
difham,  was  buried  in  St.  John's  church-yard  ;  he 
gave  "  To  the  hvc  auter  iijs.  iiijd.  Item,  to  the  Icd- 
*'  dinge  of  St,  John  Baptifl's  ch^rchc,  whanc  they  be- 
'•  gyne  to  remove  the  leede,  xiijs.  iiijd.  Item,  to  the 
*'  gvldvng  of  the  new  candil  bcm  in  the  cherche  of 
*'  All  Seynts,  vjs.  iiijd.  Item,  to  our  ladycs  fryrys 
"  in  Norwich,  to  be  prayed  for,  half  a  trental,  vs. 
"  Item,  to  the  fryres  at  Babwell.  iijs.  iiijd.  Item,  to 
"  cchc  hows  of  fryres  in  Thetford,  to  be  prayed  for, 
*'  iijs.  iiijd.  Item,  to  the  nunys  in  the  fame  town, 
"  ijs.  Item,  to  an  abil  preefl  to  fyngc  Divine  fervice 
"  for  my  fowle,  and  the  fowlys  of  all  my  good 
"  frrndcs,  bv  the  fpace  of  an  hoole  yere  in  St.  John 
"  Baptift's  cherche,  viij  marks,  that  is  to  fay,  half  a 
"  yere  after  ray  difceffe,  and  thensforth  every  year,  a 
"  quarter,  'till  the  feid  hoole  yere  be  complete. 
"  Item,  I  gif  half  an  acr  of  lond,  lying  in  Lopham 
"  furlong,  to  find  yerely  evermore,  v.  gawdycs  brcn- 
"  nyng  before  our  lady,  in  the  chancel  of  St.  John 
"  Baptiff ;  at  every  antiphon  of  our  lady,  and  at 
"  evcrv  fefle  of  our  lady,  at  maclfc  of  the  fame  fcfle, 
*'  evermore:  Howbeit,  I  will  that  whofoevcr  fhall 
**  hold  mv  place  and  londes,  Hiall  have  the  occupa- 
•'  con  of  the  faid  lond,  and  the  keepyng  of  the 
*•  faid  v.  gawdyes,  and  they  onys  to  be  renewed  in 
"  every  verc.  Item,  I  will  have  my  obiji  day  kept 
"  yearly  after  my  deceffc,  for  v.  ycres,  at  which  obijC 
'*  I  will  my  executors  brewe  ij  combe  of  make,  and 
•'  bake  v.  bufhell  of  whete,  and  [buy]  chefe  to  the 
*•  value  of  iijs.  Item.  I  give  half  an  acr  at  Medel- 
*'  drcd-Hegge,  half  an  acr  and  half  an  rood  at  Co- 
♦'  pydthorn;  j.  acre  J",  rood  at  Dychc's-cnd,   half  an 

D  4  •'  acre 


4S  HUNDREDOF 

acre  in  Botonys,  j.  acre  and  half  at  Stanyell,  j. 
Acre  at  Nethir-Rcd-Hegge,  the  whiche  londes  I 
have,  and  hold,  at  the  bequefl  ot  fir  William 
Pccc,  precfl,  to  give  to  a  broihir  ol  die  oidir  of 
preachers  in  Thetford,  to  fey  a  ferinou  yercly  ever- 
more, on  Tuclday  in  Eftcrn-wcck,  and  to  fvnge 
mcffe  of  requiem  in  the  churchc  of  St.  John  ot 
Garboldeniam  ;  and  to  the  parfon  and  his  depute, 
which  is,  and  fliall  be  for  the  time,  to  fay  dirige 
iiijd.  Item,  Igilfiij.  rodes  of  mcdcwe,  j.  rod  by 
the  lond  of  Will.  Curfon,  precft,  and  j.  rod  and 
half  by  the  lond  of  the  countcfs  of  Oxforth,  cfl, 
and  iiij.  roods,  and  hall  an  acre,  for  the  enicnt  to 
have  ahvavs  on  Monday  in  Eaflern-vvcck  aforclaid 
vj.  bufliels  of  make  brewed,  and  iij  bufliels  of 
vvhete  baken,  and  ijs.  in  chefe,  to  the  relief  and 
comfort  of  the  parifliioners  of  Garbelfham,  there 
being  a  dirige  on  the  faid  Monday,  to  pray  for  my 
fovvle.  and  the  fowlcs  of  all  my  good  frends,  and  to 
the  frver  iiijd.  to  remembyr  me  in  his  mcffe.  '  He 
gave  his  capital  tenement  to  Alice,  his  wife,  for  life, 
then  to  be  Ibid,  and  the  money  to  find  a  priefl  to 
ling  a  quarter  in  each  year,  till  eicjht  quarters  be 
ended,  and  the  refl  to  repair  and  buy  ornaments  for 
St.  John's  church,  his  wife  and  John  Woodward 
being  executors  ;  Leonard  Rychardfon,  and  William 
Curlbn,  prielts,  witncffes.  Proved  at  Attlebnirgh, 
May  19,  1333.  Thefe  lands  flill  arc  in  the  hands 
of  the  pariiii. 

Here  is  a  town-houfc  purchafcd  with  Mrs.  Wil- 
Jiamfon's  money,  inhabited  by  three  or  four  poor 
families. 

The  town  lands  are  lett  at  about  22I.  per  ann. 
and  lie  in  Lopham,  Norton,  and  Garboldifliam. 

This 
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This  town  is  now  (i^loinefielcl)  aircdeJ  at  97 81. 
9s.  There  are  about  eighty  dwelling-houlcs,  and 
400  inhabitants. 

Gasthorpe,  or  GATFSTHonpF,  is  a  fmall  villag?, 
known  by  travellers  by  the  nxmc  of  Gallhorpe- 
gate,  which  is  a  jmblic-houfc,  that  hatli  a  gate  for 
its  fign,  contrived  at  firfl  from  the  name  of  the 
town.  It  (binds  on  a  great  road,  which  crolles  the 
river  here  :  Ic  feems  to  take  its  name  from  fomc 
owner  of  it,  Gade's  Dorp,  or  Gateflhorp,  fi2;ni- 
fying  the  village,  or  manfion,  of  fomc  one  of  that 
name. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  and  is 
a  rc61ory,  diichargcd  of  Hrft  fruits  and  tenths.  It 
hath  no  parionagc  houfe,  but  there  are  30  acres  of 
glebe. 

It  is  charged  in  the  king's  books  61.  gs.  4d.  ob. 
The  annual  value,  with  Riddlefworth,  is  4SI.  9s, 
id.  3q. 

The  advowfon  belonged  to  the  prior  of  the 
monks  at  Thetlord,  who  always  prefented  till  the 
diffolution,  unicis  in  cafes  of  lapfe,  or  when  that 
priory  was  in  the  king's  hands  as  an  alien. 

In  1681,  June  30,  Thomas  Barnes,  A.  M,  was 
prefented  by  fir  Robert  Drury,  bart.  he  was  infti- 
tuted  to  Riddlefworth  the  fame  day,  and  held  them 
by  union  till  the  9th  of  December  following,  and 
then  he  obtained  a  perpetual  confolidation. 

In  1767  the  Rev.  Charles  Wake  was  prefented 
to  the  united  re61ory  by  lady  Sarah  Wake,  widow 
of  the  late  fir   William  Wake,  bart. 

The 
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The  church  (lands  alone  on  a  hill,  it  is  a  very 
mean  building,  of  one  aile  only,  and  a  chancel, 
boih  which  arc  thatched,  the  tower  is  fquare,  hav- 
ing; only  two  bells,  a  third  being  fold  in  1607  to 
repair  the  church  ;  there  is  not  one  infcription,  nor 
any  thing  elfe  remarkable,  except  feveral  very 
ancient  coHin  Aones  with  crofTes  upon  them,  which 
were  laid  over  fomc  of  the  rc6tors,  or  other  religions 
perfons  that  were  interred  here.  Since  the  confoli- 
dation,  fervice  is  performed  here  but  once  in  a 
fortnight. 

This  village  was  always  fmall,  being  but  half  a 
Ica^^uc  long,  and  half  a  league  bruad,  and  paid  but 
nd.  Dane-geld.  It  belonged  to  the  Conqueror, 
\\-ho  committed  it  to  earl  Godrick's  care  ;  it  had 
then  one  carucatc  in  demefne,  and  was  held  by  a 
freeman  in  king  Edward's  time,  and  was  in  Ken- 
iiinghali  fokcn. 

The  abbot  of  Bury  had  a  part  here  worth  5s.  in 
the  ConfefTor's  time,  and  los.  in  the  Conquerors, 
when  it  was  held  of  hini  by  an  Englifliman. 

The  whole  town,  except  the  abbot's  part,  re- 
mained in  the  crown  till  Henry  II.  gave  it  to  W^il- 
liam  dc  Albany,  earl  of  Arundel,  before  1  j 98.  and 
the  year  following,  at  his  death,  it  v\  cnt  to  Wiiliam 
his  fon  and  heir,  who  made  a  feoffment  of  the 
whole  to  Warine  dc  Gateflhorp,  and  his  heirs,  who 
were  to  hold  it  of  him,  and  his  heirs,  bv  the  fcr- 
vice  of  iv.o  knights  fees,  and  this  i$  the  rcafon  that 
all  the  manors  here  were  afterwards  held  of  Tatc- 
fhalc  baronv.  Soon  after  this,  it  was  divided,  for  the 
prior  of  Thctford  had  the  advowfon  and  half  a 
fee,  and  John  dc  lierdewcll,  and  his  partners,  had 
another  half  fee,  each  of  which  conftitutcd  a  ma- 
nor. 
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nor.  Gatcllhorp's  whole  fee  was  aficrwards  called 
Wcflhall,  or  Wrotham's ;  ihc  prior's  half  fee,  Eaft- 
hall.  or  Garlek's ;  and  Berdcwell  s  half  fee  was  cal- 
led Uphall. 

Westhall,  or  Wrotham's  Manor,  was  after 
Warine's  death  in  fir  Adam  dc  Gatcllhorpc,  then 
in  Galfrid  dc  Stanton,  and  loon  after  in  Adam  dc 
Wrotham.  In  1366  the  manor  belonged  to  Roger 
de  Felbriggc  John  de  Seck(.>id,  knis.  and  others, 
truflees  of  Alice,  widow  ot  James  de  Wrotham, 
after  married  to  John  Cockct,  who  was  lord.  In 
1398,  Thomas  de  Riddlefworth  was  Lord.  About 
1450,  Thomas  Riddlefworth,  dying  foon  after 
without  heirs,  as  did  his  two  fiflers,  Agnes  and 
Margaret,  upon  which  Robert  fon  of  Sir  William 
Berdewell,  knt.  did  homage  for  it  to  Ralph,  lord 
Cromwell,  as  belonging  to  Tatefliale  barony,  of 
which  it  was  held  by  one  fee;  and  thus  it  was  join- 
ed to  the  other  monor,  and  hath  continued  fo  ever 
fince. 

Easthall,  or  Garlek's  Manor,  came  fome 
way  or  other,  very  foon,  from  Thetford  prior, 
(who  kept  the  advowfon  to  himfelf,  and  part  of 
ihe  dcmelnes,  valued  in  1332  at  a  quarter  of  a  fee) 
to  John  de  Furneaux,  and  his  truRees,  who  were 
Lords  in  1280;  after  this  it  belonged  to  Jeffrey 
Bainard,  w^hofe  fon,  Roger,  was  Lord  in  1294,  and 
lived  at  Wramplingham  :  he  fettled  it  on  William 
dc  la  Menewaryn,  re6lor  of  Eaft  Harling,  who  in 
J  336  conveyed  it  to  fir  Walter  de  Fakcnham, 
re(Sor  of  Gaflhorpe,  together  with  the  reverfion  of 
the  dower  of  Marion,  late  wife  of  Jeilrcy  Bainard, 
who  was  itill  living. 

In 
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In  1  ^4.6.  Aveiine,  late  wife  of  Roger  le  Mene- 
%varvn,  was  lady. 

In  1349,  Alice,  late  wife  of  Hugh  de  Biicken- 
ham.  had  it.  and  the  lame  year  Roger  Bainard  be- 
came lord,  who  was  fucceeded  bv  Robert  Bainard, 
who  left  a  daughter,  named  Margcrv :  flie  and 
]ohn,  fon  of  fir  John  Furneaux,  knt.  and  Alice 
Avcnaunt.  daughter  of  Rofe  Aitc  Wvk  of  Fakcn- 
ham  Parxa,  niece  to  Robert  Bainard,  rclcafed  all 
iheir  rights  to  John  Garlck,  of  Gaflhorpe,  before 
1361,  and,  about  139S,  it  was  purchafcd  of  Wal- 
ter Garlck  by  fir  William  Bcrdcwcil.  of  Well 
Harlinj,   knt.  and  joined  to  his  manor  of  Uphall. 

Uphall,  or  Berdewells  Manor,  was  granted 
to  John  dc  Bcrdewcll,  who  was  Lord  in  12S5  ;  at 
Ills  deaih,  Sarah  his  wife  had  it.  fhe  was  daugh- 
ter to  fir  John  dc  Furneaux,  and  lady  in  1 290  ; 
and  in  1433  fir  William  Berdewell  releafcd  Uphall 
and  G.Trlck's  to  his  fon,  Rcbcrt.  in  whom  all  the 
ihiec  manors  became  united,  and  have  palTcd  as 
Weft  Harling  to  this  time. 

In  the  cuflom  roll  of  Wefthall  manor,  made  in 
iir  John  de  Gatellhorp's  lime,  this  peculiar  cuPioni 
}.s  entered :  1  hat  every  tenant  of  that  manor,  that 
marries  out  of  the  homage,  is  obliged  to  pay  the 
lord  a  bed,  bolfter,  fhcct,  and  pillow;  this  was 
conQantlv  obferved,  and  there  arc  abundance  of 
cnirics  in  the  rolls  of  iuch  pavments;  but  in  the 
time  of  Richard  II.  the  bed  was  omitted  bv  the 
lords  kii:dnefs,  per  mijericoi diam  domini,  though 
the  rcfl  were  paid  in  the  lime  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
or  a  compofition  for  them,  Ev^ry  woman  that  had 
a  baftard  paid  2s.  Sd.  Icyru-ite,  but  the  widows  did 
not  fo.     1  he  dower   of  this  manor  was  a  third  part 
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r  all  free  and  convholJ  lauds,  and  a  moictv  of  a-I 
lands  held  in  fuccag-. 

It  was  fine  certain,  and  the  copyhold  dcfccnde  1 
to  the  vounj;cft  Ion  ;  the  tenants  could  not  plant, 
nor  fell  tin:bcr,  nor  waftc  their  copyhold  houfcs 
uiihout  licence.  The  {^reatcfl  part  (if  not  the 
whole}  is  purchafed  by  the  prefent  lord,  (o  that 
there  arc   but  fcv/,   if  any  icnanis,   ac  this  ciiuc. 

In  I4iq  the  town  of  Gatcfi-horpe  hc'J  a  piece  of 
padurc  called  the  Rodvs.  and  then  the  cjllet  t 
iliar  went  in  the  lord's  nock,  and  laid  in  Lis  fold, 
paid  as  manv  finall  rents  as  amouuLcd  to  Ai. 
per  ann. 

In  1390  Richard  de  Boyhnd's  tenants,  in  \Vil~ 
bv.  were  attached  to  do  feakv  and  homage  to  Eaft- 
hall  manor,  and  alfo  the  tenants  of  Winfarthin^ 
for  the  fame,  and  for  one  pound  of  pepper  annual 
rent,  iffuing  out  of  the  tenement,  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  which  lie  between  the  way  called  Buckenhain- 
gatc,  and  the  tenement  of  fir  Hugh  Le-Verc,  snd 
abuLts  on  W'infarthing  town,  the  tythcs  of  which 
belong,  two  garbs  to  Thetford  monks,  and  one  garb 
to  Shelf han2;er  rcclor  ;  this  lav  in  Wij: farthing  and 
Shelfhanger,  on  the  road  that  leads  from  Shelf- 
hanger  to  Win  farthing.  The  rector  of  Winfar- 
ihing  paid  20s.  to  the  monks  of  Thetford  for  his 
portion,  and   S hclf hanger jccior  lid. 

t  Hence  itappcsrs  that  a  cullet,  (collefta)  cr  coUecl  of  fljccp, 
was  a  collection  of  different  men's  Ihcep,  that  had  a  right  to 
go  in.  the  lord's  flock,  paying  the  ufuai  yearly  rents,  and  in 
fach  places  w::ere  ihefc  cullets  were,  the  o:ncc  called  the  cul- 
ly orlliip  was  to  collect  thofe  rents;  for  thus  iaith  a.notker  old 
roll ;  Memorandum,  "  Thit  tenant  that  bcryth  colyourlhipp 
*'  ooac  v=r,  bcrylh  the  rsvcihvpp  the  cesl  yc:." 

Kempe's 
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Kempe's  Manor  was  that  part  which  belonged  to 
Bury  Abbey:  in  1288  Adam  Kcmpe  had  it,  and 
paid  2S.  6d.  a  year  to  that  abbey;  and  in  1 294 
William  Kempc,  who  gave  part  of  it  with  his 
daughter.  Lettice,  in  marriage  to  Williim  dc  Nor- 
wich :  In  1297  he  was  dead,  and  fhe  married 
again  to  Simon  de  la  Maynwaryn,  of  Harling,  and 
that  part  fell  into  Eafthall  manor,  the  other  part  in 
1330,  at  Emma  Kempe's  death,  came  to  John  Kempc, 
her  fon,  and  in  1341  was  William  Kempe's,  by 
which  time  it  was  fo  far  divided  and  aliened  that 
there   remained  no  rents. 

This  Norwich  family  was  the  moft  antient  of 
any  that  lived  here  ;  we  have  leeti  a  deed  without  date, 
by  which  John  de  Norwich,  who  lived  at  Gafthorpc, 
manumifcd  Richard,  fon  of  William  Godhcwc,  of 
Hcriing  Parva,  and  all  his  pofterity. 

The  Icet  belongs  to  the  hundred,  the  lord  of 
which  is  lord  paramount,  and  hath  waif,  flray,  and 
all  other  liberties,  the  lords  of  thefe  manors  not 
claiming  any  upon  the  quo  warranto  i  brought,  for 
each  lord  to  fct  forth  his  privileges.  The  lect-fec 
is  i2d. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Gaudy  gave  20s.  per  ann.  to  the 
"poor  of  this  parifh,  which  is  now  paid  by  the  parifli 
of  Garboldifham, 

In  1603,  here  were  27  communicants,  and  now 
(Blomefield)  there  are  9  houfes,  and  about  60 
inhabitants.  It  paid  38s.  to  the  tenths,  and  \i 
now   aiTeffed  at  about  150I.   to  the  land  tax. 

EAST  HARLING,  or  Market  Harling,  is  fo 
called  becaufe  it  lies  mofl  eafl  of  all  three;  it  be- 
longed to  Kctel  the  Dane,  a  freeman  in  the  Confcf- 

for'i 
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for's  time,  when  it  was  one  manor;  Ingulf  held  it 
under  William  de  Sc'mies,  there  h  ing  then  a  church 
and  four  acres  of  land  belonginp;  to  it.  The  whole 
was  two  miles  long,  and  two  miles  broad,  and  paid 
1  yd.  iq.  gelt. 

The  whole  came  to  the  carl  Warren  and  a  part  ot 
il  w("nt  with  a  younger  branch  of  that  familv  to  the 
Bardolphs,  held  at  half  a  fee  ;  this  after  became  Fal- 
coner's manor. 

A  quarter  ofa  fee  went  to  Robert  Malet;  another 
half  fee  went  to  Roger  de  Schovill  ;  and  the  oth'.'r 
fee  and  three  quarters  was  held  of  the  earl  Wan  en, 
the  whole  making  three  fees,  two  fees  and  an  half  of 
which  conftituted  the  capital  manor,  called  Felbrigg'*, 
which  was  held  by  a  family  firnamed  dc  Norfolk, 
the  lafl.  of  which  was  Gilbert  de  Norfolk,  who  died 
feifed,  leaving  his  five  daugliters  coheircflcs.  The 
firft  married  Eudo,  fon  of  Adam  de  Multon;  the  le- 
cond,  William  de  Verdon  ;  the  third,  Roger  Bigot, 
of  Felbrigg;  the  fourth,  William  dc  Maynwaryn  ;  the 
fifth,  Robert  de  Aguillon,  and  each  of  them  had  a 
fifth  part  of  the  manor  and  advowfon,  which  after 
this  divifion  became  fo  many  fcparatc  manors.  Mar- 
tina de  Norfolk  was  Gilberts  fifter.  and  William  was 
her  Ion,  and  both  had  lands  here,  but  were  not  con- 
cerned in  the  manor. 

Multon's  Manor  was  foon  united  to  Bigot's,  or 
Fclbrigg's,  for  Eudo  releafed  it  to  fir  Simon  Ic  Bigot, 
of  Felbrigg,  and  fo  it  fell  into  Felbrigg's  imme- 
diately. 

Verdon's  Manor.  William  de  Verdon.  who 
married  Maud,  daughter  of  Gilbert  de  Norfolk,  died 
before  his  wife,  and  fhe  had  her  dower  allowed  her. 

it 
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it  having  Leen  fetilcd  by  dicm  before  Iiis  death  on 
William  de  Lakenhnm,  and  Habel.  his  wile;  after 
ivhom  Alexander  de  Vaux,  of  Kefwick,  and  Marga- 
ret, his  filler,  had  each  a  third  part,  about  i^ft.S; 
and  in  1303  it  was  fettled  by  fine  on  Simon  le  Bigot, 
and  fo  uniLcd  to  Fclbrigg's  manor;  but  the  5th  part 
of  the  advowion,  wliicli  was  excepted,  pafTcd  fiom 
the  Vaux's  to  the  Hales,  and  fo  fell  into  INIayn- 
waiyn's  manor. 

Mavnwaryn's  Manor.  William  dc  Maynwaryn 
bad  it  by  Emma,  or  Amy,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Gil- 
bert dc  Norfolk,  and  died  in  1247.  Agaclm  M;iyn- 
waryn  was  lady  in  131,5  ;  fiom  which  time  we  meet 
with  nothing  of  it  till  1368.  and  then  fir  Roger  dc 
Hales  had  it,  whofe  fuccclfor,  Stephen  dc  Hales, 
prefcnted  in  right  of  his  two  fifth  parts  of  the  ad- 
vow  fon  ;  vciy  foon  after,  in  1401,  ii  belonged  10  fir 
John  Gonvilc.  with  whofe  daughter  and  heircfs  it 
paffed  to  fir  Robert  Heiling,  and  fo  fell  into  the  ca- 
pital manor. 

Agiillon's  Manor  went  from  Robert  to  Walter 
dc  Aguillon,  and  from  him  to  Robert  de  Agui lion, 
who  fettled  it  on  Simon  le  Bigot,  of  Felbrigg,  for  ten 
marks  per  ann.  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  Robert,  at 
Flitcham,  during  his  life,  and  thus  it  fell  into  Fc\- 
brigg's.  or  the  capital  manor.  Roger  le  Bigot  de 
Felbrigg,  who  was  as  often  called  Roger  dc  Felbrigg, 
in  tight  of  Gilbert  de  Norfolk's  daughter,  v.hom  he 
had  married,  had  a  fifth  part  of  the  manor  .and  ad- 
vov\(on;  after  him  it  dcfcended  in  the  family,  and 
.Simon  la  Bigot,  of  Felbrigg,  held  it  of  the  carl  War- 
ren. In  the  time  of  Henry  ill.  he  purchafcd  Aguil- 
lui\i  and  Muliou's  paitJ. 
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Tm  jiSa  fir  Roa;er  !e  Bijoc,  of  Felbrigc^,  ha-l  a 
charier  of  frcc-vvaneii  for  hii  manors  ot  HarlinG:.  Fcl- 
bfigg,  Runton,  Mckon,  and  Palling. 

In  1303  Simon  le  Bigot,  of  Fclbrigi^,  purchafcd 
Verdon's  manor  j  this  Simon  had  tlie  whole  bv  grant 
from  William  le  Bigot,  his  brother,  who  was  reclor 
here;  and  in  1347  he  conveyed  the  advowfon,  with 
one  acre  of  land  only,  to  him  again.  In  1  ^^^o  they 
fottlcd  all  but  the  acre  and  advowfon  on  Nicholas 
Bourne,  of  Long  Stratton,  who  left  it  to  hig  two 
daughters  and  heirefTes ;  Elizabeth,  married  to  fir 
Thomas  fenny,  knt.  who  in  1361  releafed  all  their 
right  to  Margaret,  their  fiAcr,  and  John  dc  Harling, 
her  hufband,  and  their  heirs,  who  purchafed  the  ad- 
vowfon of  William  Bigot,  and  fb  joined  it  to  the 
manor  again. 

Falconer,  or  Fawconer's  Manor,  came  with 
the  younger  branch  ot  the  earl  Warren's  family  to 
the  Bardolphs,  and  from  them  to  Philip  de  Virlie, 
from  him  to  John  de  Boy  land,  and  from  him  to 
Ralph  of  K-enninghall,  hrnamcd  Ic  Falconer. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  John  Falconer,  of  Ken- 
ninghall,  who  wife,  Julian,  died  before  him,  in  1374, 
held  her  manors  for  life  by  the  courtefy  of  England, 
they  having  then  no  living  ifTuc ;  The  was  daughter 
and  coheiref^  of  Thomas  dc  Ormefby:  her  fiRers 
were  to  inherit  her  manors  at  her  hufband's  death. 
It  was  foon  after  in  the  Gonviles,  but  how  it  came  to 
ithcmwcknow  not.  The  Falconers  lived  fnft  at 
iKcnninghall,  and  afterwards  in  the  manor-houfe, 
jwhich  lay  between  Kenninghall  and  Hailing,  and 
lis  now  called  llill-Harling,  or  Gelding-Hall.  From 
the  Gonviles  it  went  with  their  heirefs  to  the  Har- 
I  E  lings. 
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lings,  and  the  wliolc  being  joined,  it  was  called  Har- 
LiNG,  or  Herling  s  Manor. 

The  Hnrlings  were  a  family  of  great  antiquity  in 
this  pariO],  Irom  which  they  received  ihcir  names; 
we  find  them  meniioncd  in  divers  evidences  wiihout 
date,  but  as  none  of  them  were  concerned  in  the 
lordfhip  before  John  de  Harling,  about  1350,  wc 
fliall  begin  with  him  in  the  following  (hon  account: 
"  John  de  Harling  died  in  139a,  buried  here;  his 
cldeft  fon  was  firjohn  de  Harling,  knt.  buried  here; 
he  had  a  daughter,  Margaret,  married  to  fir  Robert 
Tuddenham,  knt.  and  a  fon,  fir  Robert  Harling,  knt. 
who  died  in  1433  fole  lord  and  patrcn;  he  married 
Joan,  or  Jane,  hcirefs-general  ofGonvilc;  Ann,  their 
daughter  and  heiref*:,  had  three  huflDands,  but  no  il- 
fue,  fo  that  it  re\erted  to  Margaret  1  uddenham,  hci 
aunt,  whofc  daughter,  Margaret,  married  fir  Edmund 
Bedingficld,  knt.  who  lold  it  to  iir  Thomas  Lovcll, 
knt." 

In  1360  John  de  Harling  had  free-warrcn  allowed 
him  in  this  manor,  and  thofc  of  Ouidenham,  Knatcil- 
hall,  Newton,  and  Gorton,  in  Lothingland.  In  1367 
he  fettled  this  manor  and  advowfon,  Ouidenham 
manor  and  advowfon,  the  n:anor  of  Knattifhall,  mi- 
nors in  both  Buckcnhams,  Croxton,  and  Rothinghall, 
and  manor  in  Brettcnham,  on  Thomas  Hey  ward,  maf- 
terof  RuOiworih  college,  and  other  fcoliees ;  he  was  a 
good  ioidier,  and  mod  expert  manager  of  maritime 
affairs,  upon  which  account,  in  1342,  he  had  the 
cuflody  of  the  fea-water  at  Briflol  during  the  king's 
plcnfurc.  He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  I'cter 
and  Paul  at  Eafl  Harling,  (in  Harling's  chapel)  ac- 
cording to  his  will,  in  which  he  ordered  his  bcft 
horfc  to  be  led  before  his  corpfe  to  the  grave,  as  his 
principal,  or  mortuary,  for  the  piieft.     He  died  fcifcd 
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of  the  aforcfaid  manors,  with  ihofe  of  Long  Stratton, 
and  many  others,  leaving  them  all  to  his  cldclt  Ton 
and  heir,  fir  John  do  Marling,  knt.  who  in  19,89  ^-^- 
tled  fevcral  manors  on  his  mother,  then  wife  of  fir 
John  Tuddenham  ;  he.  married  Cecily,  daughter  and 
coheircls  of  fir  Thomas  Mortimer,  of  Attlcburgh,  knt. 
flic  brought  a  g'.cat  cftatc  to  the  Harlings. 

Sir  Robert  Marling,    knt.   was    a   great   wnrfior  in 
France  in  the  timr  of  that  vic^otious  prince  Ilenrv  W 
whom  he  attended    in    \\\t    at  the   hcgc  of  IMeaux, 
which  they  took  by  ailault,  and  dating  the  rcfl  of  hia 
life  he  Wis  continually   exctcifmg  arms  in  that  king- 
dom,  where  he  died  like  a  brave  foldicr,    in  his  call- 
ing,  being  killed  by  the  Fretich   at  Paris,    as    he  en- 
dea\oured  valiantly  to  defend  that  city,    in    the  year 
^43'  ;   from  whence  he  was  brought   and  buried   in 
St.  Mary's,  or  Harling  chapfl,   under  an   altar-tomb 
in  the  fouth  wall,  in  which  he  founded  a  perpetual 
chantry   for  his  own  and  his  anceflors  louls,  Jane, 
his  wife,  being  buried  with  him.      She   brought  him 
Larling  manor   and   advowfon,   RuQiworth    manor, 
called  Gonvile's,   Fawconer's,  and  Maynwaryu's,    all 
which,   with  one  hundred  acres  in   McurningthorpCj 
were  held  at  three    fees  of  John    Mowbrav,  duke  of 
Norfolk,   as   of   his    manor   of    Forncct.      Ann,    hii 
daughter  and  fole  hcircls,  inherited  ;   Qic    lived    to   a 
great    age,    and   married    three    liulbands:     firR,   fif 
William  Chamberlain,  of  Gedding.  in  Suilolk,  knight 
of  the  garter,   a  man  of  great  renown,    an   able  go- 
'  vernor,   and  expert  loldicr,   for  during  his  being  go- 
vernor oi  Craill  upon  Oife,  in  France,  which  in  143^ 
was  befieged  by  the   French,  immediately   after   thev 
had  i.ikcn  Paris,  he  behaved  himiclf  fo  bravely,  tba: 
with  five  hundred  Englifhraen  only   he  iffued  out  of 
the  town,  routed  his    enemies,    Hew  two    hundied  of 
diem,  and  took  a  eiiCiU  number  prifoners.    He  is  bu- 
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ricd  in  a  fine  arclicd  monument,  with  his  \virc,  on  tliC 
Dorih  fide  of  [he  chancel  in  Hailing  chapel. 

Her  fccond  hufL'and  was  fir  Robert  Wingfield,  knt. 
he  was  comptroller  of  die  houQiold  to  h  dw  ard  IV. 
and  a  man  of  great  intcreft  at  court.  In  1474  the 
king  granted  him  a  charter  for  a  weekly  market  every 
Tuefday,  at  his  manor  of  Eaft  Harjing,  and  two 
fairs  every  year'",  to  lafl  three  days  each,  viz.  one  on 
the  vigil,  day,  and  morrow,  of  Si.  George  the  Maytyr, 
and  another  on  the  vigik  day,  and  morrow,  of  St.  Ed- 
ward. In  the  fame  year  he  poflcffed  many  manors 
in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Cambridgcfliire,  and  large 
cflatcs  clfewhere.  He  died  fcifed  in  14S0,  after 
^vhich  fhe  married  John  lord  Scroope,  of  Bolton,  her 
third  hufloand,  in  1492,  who  died  July  12,  1494,  and 
^vas  buried  in  the  Black  Friars  church  at  Th^tford, 
Ann. his  wife,  furvivinghim  ;  flie  was  a  lady  remark- 
able for  her  gifts  to  many  religious  foundations:  flie 
gave  Larling  manor  and  advowfon,  and  Gonvile's, 
in  Rufliwordi,  to  thM  college,  and  obtained  them  a  li- 
cence of  mortmain  to  pui chafe  forty  marks  a  year; 
file  fettled  iheflipend  of  her  fathers  chantry  pricfl  in 
this  church,  and  founded  the  feventh  fcllowfliip  in 
Gonvile-hail,  in  the  year  1502,  being  then  lady 
Scroope  ;  thig  flic  endowed  with  the  manor  of  Ncw- 
cnham,  called  Mortimer's,  in  Cambiidgc,  with  the 
water-mill  there,  all  \vhich  flie  gave  for  the  main- 
tenance of  her  fellow,  who  mufl  be  a  priell,  and  of 
Norwich  diocefe ;  his  flipend  at  the  foundation  was 
SI.  a  year  :  fhe  had  a  great  value  for  this  college,  be- 
ing daughter  and  heirefs  of  fir  Robert  Harling,  by 
Jane,  daughter  and  heirefs  of  John  Gonvilc,  efq.  de- 
fcended  in  a  dirc6l  line  from  fir  Nicholas  Gonvilc, 
knt.  brother  to  the  founder;  flic   was    born  in  1426, 

and 

f  The  market  and  fairs  are  ftill  kept  according  to  the  grant. 


G  U  I  L  T  C  R  O  S  S.  Gi 

and  was   alive    in    1502,  but    having   no    iiTue.   licr 
cftatc  went  to  Margaret,    her    aunt,    who  marri-  d  lii 
Robert  Taddenham,   knt.    by    whom    flie    had  H>c 
children  ;  Joan,  a  nun,  at  Carrowe  ;  Margaret,  a  nnii, 
at  Shouldhain;  Thomas,   who  died   an  infant;   nnd 
Robert,    who    inherited,   but   died  youne  and   iduc- 
lefs,  leaving  Margaret,  his  fiflcr,  his  foleheirels,  who 
married  fir  Henry  Eedingfield,  of  Oxburgh  ;   he  was 
made  knight  of  the  bath  at  the  coronation  of  Edward 
III.      He  fold  Harling  manors    and  advowfon  to   fir 
Thomas  Lovell.  knt.  of  the  garter,  and  kept  Quiden- 
ham ;   from  which  time  it  continued  in   the   Lovclls, 
till  Thomas  Wright,  efq.  purchafed  it,  and  dying  De- 
cember 30,  1735,   left  it    to  Mr.  John  Wright,   his 
cidcft  fon,  lord  and  patron. 

The  ftile  of  the  court  is  Hcrling  cum  Membris,  all 
the  manors  being  now  joined.  The  fines  arc  at  the 
lord's  will,  the  eldeft  fon  is  heir.  The  Icet  belongs 
to  the  hundred.  The  lect-fee  is  3s.  Blanche-farm 
lod.    CafUc-ward  i4d. 

The  family  of  the  Lovclls  were  very  numerous, 
and  v/cre  pollelled  of  Barton-Bendifli,  in  the  hun- 
dred of  Glackclofe,  for  many  generations  before  they 
fettled  here. 

Sir  Thomas  Lovell,  knight  of  the  garter,  was  an 
aftive  man  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIL  In  14S5, 
when  he  was  an  efquirc  only,  he  was  made  chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  for  life ;  and  the  fame  year  had 
an  annuity  of  forty  marks,  as  efquire  to  the  King's 
body.  In  1473  Henry  Heydon,  efq.  granted  him  an 
annuity  of  20s.  out  of  his  manner  of  Snoring  Parva, 
called  Dorketty's,  for  his  good  coanfel  that  he  had 
already,  and  fhould  hereafter  give  him.  He  was 
fiift  made  banneret,  and  in  1487  was  knighted  at  the 
E  3  battle 
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haulc  of  Stoke,  and  afiervvards  inftalicd  knight  of  the 
garter.      In    i'-,02  he  was  trcafurer  of  the   houfliold, 
apd  prcfidcnt  of  the  council ;   he  was  one  oi  the  exe- 
cutors to   the  will   of   Henry   VII.    conflable  of  the 
Tower,   fuiveyor  of  the  court  of\Aards.    Oeward  and 
maifhal  of  the  houfc   to   Henry  VIII.    he   built   the 
<rate-houfe   at  Lincoln's  Inn,    and   placed   on    it    the 
kin<:;'s  arms,  the  earl  ol  Lincoln's,  and  his  own,    by 
which  it  is  probable  he  had  been  of  that  focicry;  he 
built  Eaft  Harling-hall,  on  the    tower   of  which  his 
aims  ftill  remain,   and  a  brals  buft  of  his  own  like- 
nefs,  furroundcd  with  the  gaitci  :    he  refoundcd  Hoi- 
Liwell  nunncrv,  near  which  he  had   a  flatcly   houfc, 
and  dying  at  Enfield,  May   25,    15'24.  was  buried  at 
Holliwell,  in  a  fair  chapel   which  he    had  built  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the    choir  of  that  church,  under  a 
tomb  of  white  marble.  This  priory  was  dedicated  to 
St.  John  the  Baptift,  being  fituatc   in   Shorcditch  pa- 
riili,  by  Norton  Faldgate,  London,   and  being  much 
decayed,  was  rebuilt,  and  an  addition  niade  to  its  en- 
dowment   by  him,    which   occalioned   the  following 
Vfrfcs  to  be  inlcribed  on  a  wall  of  that  houfc  : 
All  je  nufins  of  Halnvdl, 
Pi  ay  ye  hoik  day  and  Jiight, 
For  the  foul  of  fir  Thomas  Lovell, 
Whom  Harry  the  Seventh  made  knigh(. 

By  his  will,  dated  Ocl.  14,  1,522,  proved  Sept. 
26,  1328,  he  gave  his  Manor-place  at  Enfield,  called 
Jilfin^s,  (where  he  died)  to  Thomas  Manners,  lord 
Roos,  and  to  his  coufin,  fir  Francis  Lovell,  knt.  all 
his  manors  and  cRaies  in  Norfolk,  Suliolk,  Lincoln- 
(liirc,  Cambridgefliirc,  Middlelex,  Kent,  Oxfordfhire, 
and  Wilts. 

Sir  Francis  Lovell  died  Jan.    21,   i.|)5o,   and  Tho- 
jmcis,  his  fon,   inherited  all   ihc   poilblhons  ihat  fir 

Thomas 


G  U  I  L  T  C  R  O  3  S.  63 

Thomas  Lovell,  knight  of  the  garter,  gave  to  his  la- 
ther. In  this  faniily  it  remained  till  Grcijory  l.ovcll, 
cfq.  who  was  of  that  difpofuion  that  he  did  all  he 
could  to  ruin  the  cflate,  being  too  malicious  againfl 
his  half  brother,  and  in  order  thereto,  he  let  the  ma- 
nor-houfe  almofl:  down,  and  when  he  perceived  his 
death'"  grew  near,  married  his  fervant  on  purpofe  to 
keep  his  brother  out  of  it  for  her  life,  he  having  li- 
berty to  jointure  by  the  entail.  He  gave  a  perfonal 
cftate  of  above  6000I.  to  fee  his  vvill  performed,  to  fir 
John  Buckworth,  and  Mr.  Borrct,  of  Griilon,  his  exe- 
cutors, from  whom  John  Lovell,  efq.  met  with  more 
kindnefs  and  generolity  tlian  from  his  brother,  they 
being  fojuil  as  to  deliver  up  all  the  evidences,  and 
whatever  belonged  to  the  eftate,  to  him,  without  any 
difturbancc,  notwithfianding  which  he  was  forced  to 
fell  it,  having  prevailed  upon  his  Ion,  Mr.  Lovell,  of 
Buckenham,  to  join  with  him  in  the  fale. 

In  1720,  Dec.  ig,  die  Rev.  Robert  Wright,  A.  B. 
was  prelcnted  re£lor  by  Thomas  Wright,  elq.  he  was 
docTtor  of  divinity,  rector  of  KnattiOiall,  in  Suffolk, 
and  of  the  hnecure  redory  of  Hackney,  and  prcbciv- 
dary  in  the  church  of  Litchfield.  He  was  again 
prefcutcd  by  the  crown  in  1738;  the  Rev.  Edward 
Addifon  had  this  redory  in  1776;  and  the  Rev. 
Leonard  Addifon  in  1777,  by  gift  of  the  crown, 
p.  h.  V. 

The  redory  of  Eaft  Harling  hath  a  reflory-houfe, 
and  feveral  acres  of  glebe,  and  is  rated  in  the  kings 
books  at  lah 

The  church  is  dedicated  to   Sts.    Peter  and  Paul, 

and  is  a  fine  uniform  building,  having  its  nave,  two 

£  4  ailcs, 

*  He  died  in  1693, 
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ailcs,  and  fonih  porch  leaded,  a  fquarc  tower,  whh. 
a  fpirc  thereon,  and  frec-Uone  halnflrades  inflerid  of 
baitlemcnts  ;  it  was  built  by  fir  William  Chamber- 
lain, as  appears  from  the  many  blank  fliiclds.  cn- 
compalled  \vith  the  garter,  cut  on  the  floncs,  finiQi- 
cd  about  1449,  but  the  bells  were  not  put  up 'till 
146^, :  the  grcatefl;  part  of  the  church,  if  not  the 
whole,  was  re-built  by  that  knight,  the  windows 
(as  the  arms  and  effigies  of  them  difcover)  were  fi- 
riOied  by  fir  Robert  Wingfield,  who  married  his 
widow,  whofc  effigies,  with  that  of  his  wife,  dill 
remain. 

At  the  eafl  end  of  the  fouth  ailc  is  a  chapel 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  called  Harling  s  cha- 
pel, it  being  the  burial  place  of  that  family,  fir 
Robert  Harling,  knt.  (who  lebuilt  it)  lies  under  an 
altar-tomb,  in  an  arch  in  the  fouth  wall;  he  found- 
ed a  chantry  of  one  pricfl  in  this  chnpel  — In 
1458  it  was  endowed  by  fir  William  Chamber- 
lain, and  Anne,  his  wife,  with  nine  marks  annual 
rent,  ilTuing  out  of  Falconer's  manor,  then  worth 
twenty  marks  a  year  ;  according  to  fir  Robert's  will, 
he  ordered,  that  if  he  died  without  h(  irs,  then  his 
manors  of  Eaft-Harling,  Quidcnhara,  with  their 
advowfons,  Buckcnham-wood,  and  Knattiffiall  ma- 
nor, fliould  be  fettled  for  three  chantry  pricfls  in 
this  chapel,  but  if  he  left  a  daughter,  then  ffie 
was  onlv  obliged  to  fettle  a  piovifion  for  one  priclh 
I  was  not  rated  to  any  taxes  whatever,  but  had 
infiituiion  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  redory. 

The  preamble  to  the  king  s  licence,  which  he 
praiitcd  to  aiiioitifc  ihe  faid  rent,  is  very  particular, 
fur  ii  (ays,  "  that  his  majefly  granted  this  licence 
to  his  faithful  counfellor,  fir  William  Chamber- 
lain, knt.   without  any  fine  or  fee,  in  confiticratioa 

of 
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■•if  the  great  and  eminent  fcrvice  he  had  done  him 
in  his  kingdom  of  France,  and  Duchy  of  Norman- 
dy, in  the  war  there,  and  in  o'.hcr  places,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  great  damage  he  and  his  family  re- 
ceived, by  paying  his  fine  of  redemption  to  the 
king's  enemies  of  France,  (who  took,  him  pri loner 
in  1446,)  and  alfo  for  the  great  value  he  had  for 
fir  Robert  Harlin^;,  the  founder,  who  died  in  his  fer- 
vice   as  he  vvarr'd  in  France." 

This  fir  Robert  Harling  ordered  in  his  will,  if 
he  died  in  England,  to  be  buried  here,  and  fo  he 
was,  though  he  died  in  the  French  wars  at  Paris,  his 
effigv,  with  that  of  his  wife,  beautifully  carved  ia 
marble,  lie  on  the  top  of  the  altar-tomb  ;  on  his 
breaft  are  his  own  arms  and  thofe  of  Mortimer, 
his  mother  :  he  looks  with  a  2:rlm  vifagc,  his  feet 
reft  on  a  lion,  the  ulual  emblem  of  thofe  that  died 
•in  war;  his  Udy  hath  a  waier  bouget  on  her  breall, 
the  whole  tomb  being  adorned  with  unicorns,  and 
pelicans,  the  one  the  crell  of  Hailing,  the  other 
of  Gonvile  :  his  arms  are  on  the  top,  lupportcd  by 
two  unicorns ;  they  are  often  on  the  Icrceus  of 
the   chantry,   and  lometimes  with  creiceuts. 

On  the  table  that  they  lie  on  is  a  fillet  of  brafs 
which  flill  remains  very  perfect,  on  which  is  a  Latin 
inlcription.     He  died  Sept.  9,    1433. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  this  chapel  is  a  flately  tomb 
of  different  coloured  marble,  encoinpalled  with  an 
iron  grate  ;  the  (latues  of  a  man  in  armour  with  a 
peacock's  tail  proper  at  his  feet,  and  of  a  woman, 
with  two  naked  arms,  holding  a  head  erazed.  beard- 
ed and  hair'd  fab  lie  on  an  altar-tomb,  under  a  ca- 
nopy, or  bed  of  ftate.  with  an  infcription  to  fir  Tho- 
mas Lovell,  kut.  fon  and  heir  of  fir  Thomas  Lovell, 

knt. 
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knt.  nho  died  Dec.  12,  1C04,  aged  64;  flie  died 
Sept.  1.  1600,  age  p  64.  At  the  head  is  [iuddlel- 
toii's  arms,  and  at  the  feet  Lovcll's ;  at  ihe  lop 
l-ovell's  arms  and  quarierings,  manile  and  crefl ;  on 
the  fide  three  e{cutchcons,  one  of  which  is  Lovcll 
and  his  quarterings,  impaling  Huddleflon  and  his 
cjuarterings,  viz.  Knevct,  Nevill,  Montague,  Mon- 
thcrmer,  Kolland,  earl  of  Kent,  with  England  in  a 
bordure  ar.  Tiptoft,  Inglcthorp.  Bradcfton,  Charlc- 
lon,  lord  Powis,  Delapolc,  and  az.  on  a  fels  in- 
dented  ihrcc  bezants. 

In  a  ioinh  window  were  the  portraitures  of  a 
man  in  armour  kneeling,  in  long  gray  hair,  hav- 
ing on  his  fureoat  the  arms  of  Chamberlain,  with 
a  label,  and  oppofite  to  him  a  woman  kneeling  ; 
between  them  were  thefe  arms,  ChambeUain  im- 
paling Legat,  Heriing  and  Morumer,  of  Atilebiirgh, 
quartered  ;  Tuddenham,  quartering  Hcrling  ;  Gon- 
viiefiuglc;  Herlir-g,  impaling  Hcmgrave;  Fieding- 
ficld,  and  Herling,  quartered  ;  Mortimer,  quarter- 
ing Giffard  ;  Charlcton  lord  Ponis;  VVingficId, 
quartering  Boviic  ;  Scroop,  quartering  'Jiptoh; 
C^riambcrlain,  quartering  I'itz-Railc ;  Fiiz  Raife, 
quartet ing — gul  ;  two  bcudleis  ar.  Ccniers,  quaiicr- 
ing  I'itz-Raffc. 

Tn  a  high  call;  window  of  the  nave,  Tiptoft, 
and az.  a  beiid  or. 

On  the  north  windows  of  the  nave,  Windham, 
impaling  Howard ;  Legat,  impaling  Warren ;  Er- 
pi;igham,  BoUevn,  quartering  Butler  ;  Meydon,  quar- 
terly, impaling  Bollcyn  ;  C.ilihorpe,  impaling  Staplc- 
(on  ;  Hcvejjvngham,  impaling  Darcy  ;  Wingficld, 
quartering  Dorcward  and  Boviic  ;  Wingheld,  impal- 
ing Eitz-Lewis,  Brandon,  Glanvile,  and    Honipot; 

Jcnuy 
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Jenny  impales  Wingficld,  and  fo  docs  Echingham 
and  Bovile  ;  Framlingliam  ;  Dclapole,  quarters 
Vv'ingfield;  fir  Robert  Harling,  and  jane  Gonvilc, 
his    wife,  with  dicir  arms, 

In  the  fouth  ailc  windows,  Scroop  and  Tiptofr, 
quartered,  with  their  cftigics.  Alfo,  clHgies  of  a 
Fitz-Williams  and  his  wife,   who  was  a  Harhng. 

In  the  windows  of  Harling  chapel,  fir  Robert 
Harling,  and  Jane  his  wife,  fir  William  Cham- 
berlain, and  Anne  his  wife,  with  their  arms  on 
their  iurcoats,   and  in  the  caft  window  o\er  the  altar 

this: Orate,  pro     animabus     Willi:     Chamber layn, 

mililis,  et  Anne  uxcris  ejus,  ei  Roberli  Harlyng,  militis^ 
et  Joanne  uxoris. 

The    fcreens    between   the     church    and   chancel 

arc  finely  carved  and  painted,  being  put  up  by  fir 
Robert  Harling,  whofe  arms  and  crcO:  arc  often 
carved  theieon. 

The  chancel  is  leaded,  having  two  chapels  joined 
to  the  north  fide;  that  mod  call  is  dedicated  to 
the  bleffcd  name  of  Jefus,  the  other  to  St.  Anne  ; 
ihey  arc  both  leaded. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  wall,  towards 
the  eaftend,  is  a  Hone  mural  monument,  on  which 
Lovell,  and  Mufwell,  joined  per  fcfs.  impale  Paris, 
with  Lovell's  crefl  ;  fir  Thomas  Lovell,  knt.  and 
Elizabeth,  his  lady.  He  died,  March  23,  1567; 
file  March  31,    1591. 

Oppofite,  on  the  north  fide,  another  monument  of 
the  fame  kind,  but  no  infcription. — -Lovell  and  Muf- 
well, impaling  Allifield,    ofMiddlefe.     Lovell's  crefl. 

The 
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The  arms  fiiew  it  was  creeled  for  fir  Francis 
Lovcll,  and  Anne  Afhfield,  his  wife;  he  died  Jan. 
2.-,,  1330. — This  is  againlt  Jefas  chapel,  which  is 
now   a  fchool-houfe. 

More  weft,  in  die  nordi  wall,  is  a  mofl  ftately 
arched  monument,  difrobcd  of  it's  braifcs,  under 
which  lie  buried  fir  WiUiam  Chamberlain,  knight 
of  the  garter,  and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  iir  Robert  Hading  :  this  divides  the  chancel 
from  St.  Ann's  chapel,  which  was  founded  by  his 
lad)',  and  dedicated  to  her  names-fake.  The  tomb 
fronts  both  into  the  chancel  and  the  chapel,  the 
chancel  lide  being  adorned  with  his  arms,  See.  and 
the  chapefs  fide  with  hci's ;  in  the  arch  is  carved 
Chamberlain's  arms,  quartering  Tiptoft,  v.hich  is 
again  cut  on  the  fide  of  the  monument  next  the 
chancel,  with  mantle,   crcft,  and  lupportcis. 

On  the  chapel's  f:dc,  Harling  and  Mortimer 
quartered,  with  an  efcutcheon  ol  pretence  oi  Goii- 
vilc  and  Harling  ;    creft  and  fuppurters. 

In  a  manufcript  of  Henry  St.  George,  garter 
king  at  arms,  is  a  part  of  liie  infcription  that  was 
on  this  monument^  and  this  remark  made  by  Mr. 
],e-Ncvc. — ■'  That  here  were  their  two  efiigics,  and 
that  the  garter  was  on  his  left  leg,  and  though 
Mr.  Aflimole  fays,  that  Fitz-Wiliiam's  tomb  was 
the   oldefl,  and  had  it  io  placed,  yet  this   is  older." 

Many    of    the    memorials    which    were    in    this 

church  arc    now    loll,     one   account    of    dicm    was 

was    taken    by    the  Rev.    Mr.    Leverland,   rector  of 

rramliiigham-caftle,   in  Suffolk,  and    others    by  dif- 

fcicnt  pcrfons,  as  Mr.  Borret,  of  GiifLon,  Henry  St. 

Cjeorge,  Sec, 

In 
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In  this  ciuirch  is  buried  Elizabctli  TiufTtll.  fidcr 
to  fir  William  Chamberlain,  who  died  April  "jo, 
1472,  biu  die  four  fhields  and  infcription  vvcie  loft 
before  thefc   accounts  were  laken. 

Charles  Wright,  cfq.  lately  glazed  the  eaft  chan- 
cel window,  with  ancient  glafs  that  he  found  in  his 
houfe,  which  formerly  came  out  of  this  window, 
and  contains  the  principal  paffagcs  of  the  Xjw 
Tcllament,  from  our  Saviour's  incarnation  to  hii 
crucifixion. —  Ihc  cfFigics  of  fir  Robert  AVingficld, 
and  his  wife,  arc  now  placed  in  this  window, 

Tn  1  ';,56  the  church-wardens,  and  inhabitants, 
fold  to  fir  Francis  Lovell,  knt.  and  his  heirs, 
iwentv-one  acres  and  one  rood  plowed  ground  of 
their  town  land,  lying  in  Eaft  Hading,  and  be  in 
1538  granted  thirty-two  acres  and  an  half  to  the 
inhabitants,  to  be  town  land  for  ever. — In  the  time 
of  James  I.  the  fcoflecs  made  a  now  feoffment  of 
the  town  land  to  others,  there  being  then  fixty  acres, 
bcfidcs  a  pighile  called  VVaflelTs. — Thcie  lands  '.vric 
given  to  repair  and  adorn  the  thiirch ;  the  tempo- 
rals of  the  prior  of  Buckcnham  in  this  town  wcic 
taxed  at   2s.  ^d. 

Thefe  arms  were  formerly  in  Harling-hall  win- 
dows ;  Lovell,  impaling  Bendiih,  ivluiwell,  Roos, 
Woodhoufc,  Dcthick,  Huddlefton,  Pakenham. 
Aflifield,  Brandon,  andHarling;  Thomburgh,  Col- 
lon,  \^aux,  (.'hamberlain,  and  Legate  ;  Mortimer  and 
Gonvile.  1  he  badges  of  the  red  and  white  role, 
of  the  pomegranate,  of  a    lizaid  gul.  his  tongue  or. 

the    arms    of    Henry    VIIL    impaling   Ciifliie, 

Leon,  and  Granada, 

Stephen 
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Stephen  de  GifTing;,  and  Lucv  Mavnwarvn,  his 
wife,  lor  26s.  in  iiaud,  paid  bv  deed,  dated  on  St. 
Dunftans  day,  in  1283,  icleafcd  to  Simon  Mavn- 
warvn,  and  his  heirs,  all  manner  of  aciions  that  they 
might  bring  againfl  him,  lor  not  building  her  houfes 
in  Harling,  that  (lie  was  to  have  had  built  for  her,  in 
lieu  of  part  of  her  dower,  and  they  bound  ihcmfelvcs, 
their  heirs,  and  executors,  in  60s.  penalty,  that  no 
fuch  aflion  (honld  be  brought,  and  (ubjeded  them- 
felvcs  to  the  bifliop  of  Norwich,  or  his  official,  in 
this  cafe,  who  fliould  excommunicate  them  if  the  pe- 
nalty was  not  paid  ;  further  obliging  rhemfclves  to 
pay  loos.  towards  the  relief  of  the  Holy-Land,  if 
ever  any  fuch  action  was  brought,  and  to  confirm  it, 
thcv  promifcd  it  before  fir  William  de  Crungcihorpc, 
knt.  iviaflcr  Elias  Aliune  Cherche,  rcftorof  Ealt  tlar- 
ling,  fir  Gefhy  dc  GerbaudcQiam,  chaplain,  and 
others. — We  could  not  omit  taking  notice  of  this 
deed,  the  penalties  being  remarkable. 

The  market  is  on  Tuefdays,  and  not  on  Thurf- 
dav5,  as  the  Atlas,  and  the  late  dcfcription  ofthedioccfs 
of  Norwich  fwhich  is  chiefly  a  tranfcript  from 
thence),  tell  you,  though  it  is  right  as  to  its  being 
chicflv  lor  linen-yarn,  and  cloih,  the  manufac- 
ture of  this  pait  of  die  county.  This  town  in 
1603  had  223  communicants,  and  now  (Blome- 
ficld}  there  are  about  400  inhabitants.  It  paid  Gl. 
6s.  8d.  tenths,  and  is  now  aiielied  at  638I.  us. 
8d.  to   the  laud  tax, 

WEST  HARI.ING.  or  Herlixg.  which  Is  (o 
called  to  diRinguiQi  it  from  the  other  Harlings.  Here 
were  Icvcral  manois.  At  the  furvcy  the  manor  was  z 
berewic  belonging  to  Kcnninghall  manor,  with  whicli 
it  was  held  by  the  Conlellor  and  Conqueror,  and 
was  granted  as  a  member  of  it  to  the  Albauys,  wha 

i» 
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in  tlic  time  of  Henry  I.  infcoffed  ir  in  rhe  Ancrcn'illcs, 
a  faniilv  firnamed  from  a  place  in  Normandy,  where 
they  were  lords ;  it  was  to  be  licit!  at  hall'  a  fee  of 
the  manor  of  Kenuinghall,  as  of  the  caRle  of  Buck- 
enhain. 

In  the  time  of  Henry  II.  fir  Hcncdifl  dc  Anp;er\  lilc 
was  lord,  who  died  without  iffuc  male,  Icnvin;^  his 
three  daughters  his  heircffcs :  the  fiifl;  married  Wil- 
liam de  Siiitterton,  otherwifc  called  Bokeiiliam,  of 
Snitterton,  as  his  family  ahvavs  coniinacd  to  be 
called,  viz.  fometiincs  dc  Snitteiton,  and  fometinics 
de  Bokenhara  de  Snitterton.  The  fecond  married 
Nicholas  de  Bcllo-Foco,  Bello-Facro,  or  Bcaulo.  The 
third  married  fir  Andrew  de  Sharnbnurn  ;  (he  died 
without  ilfue  in  ihc  tinve  of  king  John,  and  hri"  pail 
reverted  to  her  lillcrs  and  their  lieirs,  io  that  now  ii 
divided  into  two  manors,  each  held  at  a  c|uarLer  of  a 
fee  of  the  laid  carl's,  the  one  called  Buckeuham's^ 
and  the  other  Beanfo's, 

BuckENHAM.  or  Bokfa'ham's  Manor,  being  th\;s 
come  to  in  William  de  Bokenham  dc  Snitterton,  i^ 
defccndcd  in  his  lamils-  for  m.any  ages,  being  held  ac 
aqu:5r;er  of  a  fee  of  the  earl  of  Arundel,  and  he  of 
the  king,  the  relief  of  which  was  10s.  till  in  1401 
Hugh  B(^kenham.  of  Livcrmerc,  fon  and  hew  of 
Hugh  de  Bokenham.  of  Snitterton,  releafed  to  Ro- 
bert Bardewcll,  cin.  all  his  right  in  Backenhams 
manor,  in  VVcQ;  Harling,  which  was  fold  to  fir  Wil- 
liam Bardewell,  knt.  by  Hugh  Bokenhara,  his  fatlior, 
and  thus  this  manor  was  joined  to  BardeweH's. 

The  Bokenhams  tlill  had  divers  lands  here,  for  m 
5479  td'.cund  Bokenham,  efq.  by  will,  orueud 
•2s,  8-d.  to  be  diitnbu.red  among  hi.s  poor  jervancs  ot 
Soiiiertoo,  Shrophain,.  Ha^gham,  and  liariing. 

Tiic 
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The  nn)cry  folcly  belonged  to  the  lord,  exclufive 
ofiill  the  tenants. 

BtAUFo's  Manor  came  to  Nicholas  de  B*llo-Fngo, 
or  Beaufo,  in  right  of  his  wife  as  afoicfaid,  and  dc- 
fccndcd  with  his  family  till  1326,  when  Nicholas  de 
Beaufo  Icfded  the  manor  and  advowfon  on  himfclf 
for  life,  remainder  to  Thomas  Bardewell,  and  Amy, 
his  wife,  d:;ughter  of  the  faid  Nicholas,  and  their 
heirs;  from  which  time  it  was  joined  to  BardcwclFs 
manor,  as  was  the  advowfon,  the  whole  of  which  at 
firfl  belonged  to  Angervillc's  manor,  and  with  that  di- 
vided one  moiety  to  Buckcnham's,  and  the  other  to 
Beaufo's,  till  Ralph  de  Bokenham  fold  his  moiety, 
with  an  acre  and  half  of  land,  to  Hugh  de  Beaufo, 
and  then  this  manor  had  the  whole  advowfon. 

FuRNEAL'x's  Manor,  after  called  Bardewell's, 
paffcd  with  Middle  Harling,  of  nhich  it  was  a  part 
in  the  Conquerors  time,  and  fo  continued  till  fir  John 
Furneaux,  knt.  gave  it  in  marriage  with  Sarah,  his 
daughter,  to  John  de  Bardewell,  to  be  held  of  the 
earl  of  Brctaignc,  as  of  Richmond  honor,  at  half  a 
fee,  and  this  was  the  firfl  polIcfTion  that  the  Barde- 
welis  ever  had  in  any  of  the  Harliiigs  :  foon  a  her 
which,  in  12S0,  it  was  called  BardcwelFi.,  or  Kaft 
'Ihorpe  Manor,  by  reafon  of  its  lying  cafl  of  the 
chuich,  (as  Hackford-hall  manor  was  fometimcs 
called  Weft  Thorpe,  or  Hailing  Ihorpe,  which 
ui.mc  it  flill  retains,  on  acccount  ol  its  lying  weft  of 
the  church)  and  to  diftinguifh  it  from  Furneaux,  or 
Middle  Harling  manor,  to  which  it  joined  ;  and 
from  this  time  all  thefc  nianois  went  in  the  Barde- 
well family. 

The  fines  are  certain,  at  4s.  an  acre,  whether  land, 
meadow,  or  paflure,   and   no  regard  to   houfes,    or 

homellalh, 
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hnmcflalls,  they  being  included  in  the  content ;  it 
gives  no  dower,  the  lands  defcend  according  to  the 
common  law  ;  for  thofc  lands  that  are  heriotabic,  the 
heriot  is  the  befl;  bead ;  bat  if  they  have  no  beaft, 
there  is  no  heriot  due;  thev  cannot  waftc  their  copy- 
hold, nor  fell  timber,  (unlcfs  to  repair  their  copyhold) 
without  licence.  Childwitc  is  due  to  the  lord,  which 
is  2s.  8d.  of  every  woman,  bond  tenant,  that  hath  a 
baftard.  Chevage  is  alfo  paid  to  the  lord,  i#  being  a 
fine  for  e\'ery  bond  tenant  for  liberty  to  live  out  ol 
the  lordfhip,  and  women  pay  it  as  well  as  men,  viz. 
id.  a  year  each  head.  Bofage  is  alfo  paid  here, 
which  is  id,  a  head  yearly  for  all  cows  and  great 
cattle  that  feed  on  the  commons  ;  every  ten  fliccp  of 
the  cullet  that  laid  in  the  lord's  fold  paid  id.  a  year. 
Weft  Fenn  common,  at  Thorpe  End,  belonged  folely 
to  the  manor,  all  the  tenants  were  obliged  to  grind  ac 
the  lord's  mill,  and  the  hllicry  of  all  the  manors  be- 
longed folely  to  the  lord.  I'oldage  is  a  cuftom  of 
this  manor,  that  every  live  fhccp  that  go  with  the 
lord's,  whether  they  be  of  the  cullet,  or  nf  t  if  the 
owners  will  not  let  them  lie  in  the  lord's  fold,  but  will 
fold  them  in  their  own  grounds,  they  muft  pay  id.  a 
year  each  five;  the  bond  tenants  cannot  fell  any 
male  young  cattle  of  their  own  breeding  without  the 
lord's  licence. 

Hackford-hall  Manor,  afterwards  Scckford,  or 
Weft  Thorpe,  and  now  Harling  Thorpe.  I'his  ma- 
nor was  in  two  pans  in  die  Confellor's  and  Con- 
queror's times ;  the  firft  was  in  Bury  abbey  from  iig 
firfl  foundation  ;  the  iecond  in  one  Anti  s  hands,  iu 
the  Confeflor's  days,  and  Robert  dc  Verb's  in  the 
Conqueror's ;  from  whom  it  came  to  the  earl  War- 
ren, and  went  with  the  poffclhons  of  the  younger 
branch  of  that  familv  to  the  Baidolphs,  by  them  in- 
>  fcoitcd 
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feofFcd  in  fir  Ackm  de  Meihwold,  of  whom  fir  Wil- 
liam de  Hackford  had  it. 

The  abhcv's  part  in  the  Conqueror's  time  was  in 
Richaid,  by  feoffment  of  abbot  Baldwin,  who  held  it 
of  the  abbey  at  one  fee  ;  and  from  that  time  it  palled 
asHaflings'  manor,  in  Giffing,  till  Hugh  de  Kaflings, 
flcward  to  Henry  I.  infeoHcd  fir  William  de  Hackford, 
lent,  who  held  it  alfo  at  one  fee,  paying  i8d.  every 
twenty  weeks  to  die  abbot,  to  the  ward  of  Norwich 
caflle,  which  tenure  continued  till  after  1360;  for 
then  Framlingham  Gaudy,  efq.  paid  it  to  the  crown, 
in  right  of  the  diffolvcd  monaftety  of  Bury;  it  paid 
then  2s.  a  year  for  fuit  to  the  hundred  court,  and  gd. 
every  twenty  weeks  to  the  lord  of  the  hundred  for 
taflle  ward,  for  Bardolph's  part. 

The  cufloms  are  the  fame  now  as  the  other  ma- 
nors, but  were  different  formerly  ;  for  in  1 G34  the 
copyhold  dclccndcd  to  the  youngcfl  fbn,  and  it  ga\e 
a  moiety  dower.  It  was  then  fine  certain,  at  4s.  an 
acre.  The  bofagc.  foldage,  and  chevage,  were  the 
fame  as  in  the  other  manors,  but  the  childwitc  was 
not  certain,  but  at  the  lord's  will.  They  could  fell 
all  manner  of  beafls  that  they  bred,  and  this  cuflom 
prevailed  here,  that  every  copyholder  that  married 
paid  the  lord  a  bolfler,  flieet,  and  pillow,  or  fined  for 
them,  except  the  tenants  called  Molmen,  who  were 
not  fubjccl  to  this  cuflom. 

In  ic^4G  there  was  a  free  tenement,  and  forty-two 
acres  of  land,  in  Illington,  held  of  this  manor  by 
Peter  de  Eafthall,  and  alfo  an  annual  rent  of  id.  a 
year  paid  to  St.  John  of  Jcrufalem's  hofpital  at  Car- 
brooke,  for  the  fouls  of  the  lord's  anceffors  ;  and  the 
brethren  of  St.  John's  college  at  Rufliworth  had  an- 
nually a  fat  lamb  delivered  them.  The  parifli  of 
Middle  Hariing  held  one  acre  and   an    half  of  this 

manor 
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manor,  and  palJ  6cl.  free-rent.  The  cvvcs  of  the 
fjock  were  mi!ked  daily,  by  people  hiied  bv  ihc  \oid 
for  diac  pnrpofe.  It  extended  iiuo  alUhe' Haibngs, 
Ouideniiam,  Rufhfbrd,  Shadvvcll,  and  lUingion. 
Sir  William  de  Hackford,  or  Akeford,  km.  and  his 
heirs,  held  boih  the  parts  of  the  manor  as  aforefaid. 
They  held  it  but  a  liitle  while,  for  in  127S  fii  W'il- 
liam  dc  Haekford,  a  man  that  did  much  f.M\ice  in 
the  Scotch  wars,  fettled  the  manor  in  trud  for  his 
two  daughters,  his  heircdcs  ;  after  this  he  purchafcJ 
many  lands  in  Hailing  of  Afiani  de  Raveningham, 
and  fettled  them  (or  their  ufe  on  his  tnillee,  ttho 
farmed  the  manor,  and  kept  couits  in  his  own  name, 
as  farmer  of  it. 

Sir  John  de  Seckford,  of  SaRnIk,  knt.  became  lord 
in  1331,  in  right  of  Joan,  his  wife,  the  eidcll  dauL:h- 
ter  of  fir  William  de  Hackford,  Hcnrv  de  KImham, 
and  Elizabeth,  his  wife  who  \vas  fr  William's  other 
daughter,  having  relealed  all  their  right  in  it  to  lir 
John,  and  his  lady,  who  releafed  to  them  all  their 
light  in  that  j>art  of  their  dcmehies  that  lay  in  Biidg- 
ham,  and  in  the  whole  miuior  of  Hacklord-hall,  in 
I'linge  ;  he  is  (ometimes  called  de  Schirford,  Sjd:;e- 
ioid,  Scglord,  and  Seclord. 

Thomas  Seckford.  ei'q.  lord  ofSeckfoid,  in  Suf- 
folk, died  in  1307,  leaving  1  hon;as  Sccklbrd,  eiq^ 
of  Great  BealinG:s,  in  Suftolk,  his  heir.  He  and  his 
father's  iurviving  feofrees  fold  it  to  George  Nunne,  of 
Toftock,  inSuHolk,  clothier;  and  in  1564  the  (aid 
Cieoige  and  John,  Ins  (on  and  heir,  (old  it  to  Balhng- 
bouine  Gaudy,  o{  Mendham,  in  Suffolk,  efiij.  (toui 
this  lime  it  was  joined  to  the  other  mauois,  and  (j 
continues. 

The  manor-honfe  haih  been  down  many  ages;  for 

in  139S  the  loid  lived  at  Seckford,   and  had  a  j^ond, 

1'  ?,  or 
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or  pool,  in  ihc  late  fcitc  of  the    manor,   called  Seek- 
forcl-liali-yard-clofe,  in  Weft  Hailing. 

In  1504.  after  a  fiiit  between  the  lord  and  the 
piior  of  the  nicinks  of  St.  Mary  at  Thetlord.  the  lord 
agreed  for  the  future  to  pay  2s.  a  \  ear  to  that  monaf- 
tcry,  out  of  lands,  called  Gildcnflcves,  which  were 
joined  to  the  manor  by  purcliafe,  and  did  always 
hcictolorc  pay  2s.  6d.  a  year. 

The  family  of  the  Bardcwells  took  their  name  from 
thetovvn  of  Bardvvell,  or  Berdcwellc,  in  Suffolk,  where 
thev  lived  in  the  Conqueror's  tiine,  when  Baldwin, 
abbot  of  Bury,  infeoflfed  Ralph  de  Bardcwell  of  that 
manor  ;  they  always  bear  for  their  rebus,  or  device, 
a  bear  with  a  well  on  his  back,  and  thcfe  two  letters, 
d.  t.  which  can't  but  make  Bear-dc-wcll,  or  Bcrdc- 
welle. 

In  1  196  William,  fon  of  Ralph  de  Bardewell,  held 
Bardewell  at  two  fees;  and  this  family  afterwards 
held  Gaftorpc,  Beaufoe's  manor  in  this  town,  Thorpe^ 
in  Suholk,  and  Furncaux's  manor  here. 

Sir  William  Bardcwell,  knt.  the  great  warrior,  was 
born  in  1367,  for  in  the  9th  of  Henry  IV.  [anno 
1407)  he  was  forty  years  old,  being  then  one  of  the 
knights  fummoned  as  witneffes  for  fir  Edw.  Haftings, 
of  Elfing,  in  the  caufe  between  him  and  fir  Reginald 
Grey,  lord  Kuihyn,  concerning  the  arms  of  Haftings, 
in  which  he  fwore,  that  he  was  a  foldier  with  fir 
Hugh  Haftings,  the  defendant,  in  the  voyage  made 
by  hr  John  Arundcll  on  the  fca,  and  faw  fir  Hugh 
bear  the  arms  of — or,  a  maunch  gul.  with  a  label  of 
three  points  arg. — In  the  voyage  of  fir  Malvcs  de  Ic 
lie;  in  the  voyage  of  Richard  II.  into  Scotland.  In 
Brctaignc,  in  the  deceafed  duke  of  Lancaftei's  voyage 

into 
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into  Spain,  and  that  he  always  underflood  that  the  la- 
bel wns  borne  by  the  next  heir,  according  to  the  nfacc 
of  England,  as  the  prince  of  Wales  bcais  it.  and  was 
the  conufance  of  the  next  heir.  In  13S2  he  was 
retained  by  fir  John  Clifton,  ol  Buckeiiham-callie, 
to  fervc  him  with  feven  men  at  arms,  and  fix  archers 
on  horlcback,  in  the  voyage  of  Croyferye,  and  of  die 
king,  for  one  year,  for  100  marks,  for  himfclf,  with 
bouche  de  court",  and  for  his  {"even  men  at  arms, 
and  fix  archers,  392  marks,  to  be  paid  half  down, 
and  the  reft  quarterly,  as  the  bifliop  of  Norwich 
fliould  pay  fir  John  Clifton. 

In  13S7  he  covenanted  with  the  lord  Camovs  to 
ferve  under  him  in  the  expedition  at  fca,  under  the 
command  of  the  lord  Arundel,  then  admiral  of  Eng- 
land, for  four  months,  with  two  cfquires  fufficiently 
armed,  and  three  archers,  and  each  of  his  men  of 
arms  to  have  one  fervant  to  carry  their  bayonets,  fir 
William  to  find  them  wages,  who  was  to  have  eigh- 
teen marks  for  his  own  fervice,  and  twenty  marks  for 
his  archers,  and  bouche  de  court  for  all  his  retinue, 
all  of  them  to  be  ready  at  Southampton  the  4th  of 
May  following,  and  if  any  great  chieftain  was  taken 
in  the  war,  bv  fir  William,  or  his  retinue,  the  lord 
Camoys  was  to  have  him,  giving  lufhciently  to  him 
and  his  men  that  fliould  take  him. 

In  the  year  1400  Michael  Be-la-Pole,  carl  of  Suf- 
folk, granted  him  an  annuity  of  20I.  during  his  life, 
out  of  his  cafllc,  manor,  and  honor,  of  Eye,  in  Suf- 
folk, in  recompence  for  the  good  and  agreeable  fer- 
vice that  fir  William  had  done  him  in  times  palt^and 
fhalldo  him  in  time  to  come,  both  in  war  and  pca«: ; 

F  3  and 

*  Bow'ge  of  court,  is  a  certain  quantity  of  provjfions  allowed 
tp  a  fervant,  in  the  palace  of  a  prince,  or  houfc  of  a  nobleman. 
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and  upon  this  fir  William  obliged  himrdrio  Terve  the 
carl  with  one  Tquire,  two  rcrA-ants,  and  live  horles, 
all  wliich  were  to  have  bouchc  de  court  at  the  earfs 
cx})rnce,  and  if  he  travelled  in  England,*at  the  cail's 
couimand,  he  was  to  be  allowed  icarmable  expences  ; 
and  in  time  of  war  he  was  to  find  as  many  men  at 
arms,  and  archers  on  horfeback,  as  he  could,  all 
which  the  earl  was  to  pay  as  the  king  paid  him, 
and  he  was  to  have  two  parts  of  their  ranfom,  and 
the  carl  the  other  third  part,  but  no  piifoncr  was  to 
be  delivered  up  without  the  earl's  licence.  In  this 
veur  he  did  homa2;e  to  Thomas  carl  of  Arundel  and 
Surrey,  for  his  lands  in  Marling,  held  of  Cafllc  Acre 
mfinor:  he  died  in  Odober,  1434,  and  gave  to  the 
reparation  of  Bardwell  church  40s.  and  20s.  to  re- 
pair the  roads;  he  gave  20I.  to  his  daughter,  Ifabcl, 
iind  to  Robert,  his  li>n  and  heir,  his  bafiUrd,  and  all 
his  gilt  armor,  his  beft  girdle,  with  his  loofe  gown, 
iurr'd  with  beaver:  he  died  poficficd  of  the  manors  of 
liardvvell,  Piuckenham,  and  Bcauio,  in  Wcfl.  Har- 
ling ;  Garleck-hall,  in  Gaflhorpe ;  Belaugh,  Nor- 
ton, Wicken,  Bardwell,  Wickes,  in  Bardwell.  and 
'Ihorpe,  in  Suliolk:  he  was  buiicd  at  iiardwell, 
where  he  chieflv  refidcd,  in  a  north  window  of 
\vhich  church  a  curious  eiiigy  of  him  Hill  remains, 
very  pcrftd. 

His  fecond  fon,  Robert  Bardcwell,  of  Belaugh.  efq. 
(uho  built  the  old  hall  at  Harling,  and  firft  fettled 
there)  became  hij>  heir ;  who  in  140^9  did  homage  to 
the  carl  of  Arundel,  for  VVcft  Harling  ;  and  in  1446 
to  Ralph  lord  Cromwell  and  TateQiale,  for  Gaf- 
lhorpe :  this  Robert  was  one  of  thofe  gentlemen  of 
ancient  coat  armor,  who  were  chole  by  the  judiccs 
of  thi;;  county  to  ferve  the  king  in  his  wars  as  re- 
cruits, as  appears  by  the  original  privy  fcal  and  re- 
turn, now  lying  in  the  court  of  receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, 
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chequer,  at  Wcflminller,  in  raogcman  bag.  He 
died  Jan.  22,  1^1 ,5/;,  and  was  buried  with  his  liilt 
wife,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  altar,  in  this  chancel ; 
his  flone  is  now  much  broken  and  defaced  ;  it  haih 
Bardcwelfs  coat,  impaling  three  nags  heads  cooped, 
the  three  other  coats  being  loft,  as  is  part  of  the  cir- 
cumlcription. 

William  Bardewell,  fenior,  of  Weft.  Harling,  efc|. 
his  fon  and  heir,  had  two  wives,  by  whom  he  had 
thirty  fons  and  daughters  :  by  Eleanor,  his  firft  wife, 
he  had  the  manors  of  Middle  Harling  and  kimberley. 

In  1441  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  by  deed,  dated  at  his 
calllc  of  Framlingham,  granted  to  his  beloved  fer- 
vant,  William  Bardewell,  fen.  efq.  an  annuity  of  tea 
marks,  for  the  good  fervices  that  he  had  done  him  : 
we  have  fecn  his  will,  of  his  own  hand  writing,  from 
which  the  following  extraft  is  taken : 

J(Ju  mercye !  Mary  helpe ! 

'*  In  Dei  7winine,  Amm.  I  Wclyam  Berdcwell  the 
"  holder,  [ana  mente  'b  bona  memorise,  qwan  I  pas 
"  hawt  of  this  mifcry  vverd,  I  beqwethe  my  fovvie  to 
"  the  Trenite,  Fadir,  Sone,  and  Holye  Goyft.  three 
"  perlonis,  and  one  God,  my  bodye  to  be  beryed  in 
*'  the  chanlel  of  Weftharlyng,  on  the  fouih  fide,  be- 
"  fore  Seynt  John,  betweene  bothe  my  wyvys.  And 
"  1  befette  to  the  hey  awtyr  xs.  &  to  the  churchc  odyr 
*'  xs.  alfo  to  the  lytys  on  the  candleftckys  afore  the 
*'  hey  awtyr  odyr  xs.  and  to  the  feywe  joys  afore 
*'  our  Lady  odyr  xs.  And  alfo  I  befette  a  veyft- 
"  mentc  to  the  hey  awtyr,  and  to  the  place  of  the 
'•  frerys  at  Thctforth  xs.  and  to  the  chapell  of  our 
•'  Lady  in  Thetforth  odyr  xs.  alfo  xs.  to  Mcdylhar- 
*•  lyng,  ^  a  nobyl  to  the  frerys  of  Babwell.  Odyr 
"  xs.  to  the  kwytefreris  of  Norvviche ;  and  alfo  for  to 
F  4  ."  be 
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'  be:  pieyd  for  in  the  townys  abowlc  mc,  and  nowght 
'  to  labour.  1  befcite  to  Hcfl.  Harlyngc  chirche  a  no- 
'  hx\,  and  forie  denar;  and  to  Gat\Ahoip  a  nobyl, 
'  viij.  flicep  to  Trcnety  geld,  (at  VVeQ  HL-iling)  to 
'  the  channowyns  (at  Theifoid)  xs.  and  to  the  nunys 
'  thcr  odvr  xs.  to  prey  to  God  for  me,  and  to  the 
'  hcv  awtcr  of  Seint  Marye  chirche  of  Thctforthe 
'  xs.  and  xs.  to  our  Ladi  (at  Weft  Harling)  and  a 
'  nobyl  to  the  chirche.  (Mc  gave  a  good  legacy  to 
'  his)  fon,  Peter,  to  prey  for  (him)  and  for  (his) 
'  iveyfvvvs,  with  fadyr  k  modir,  and  al  odyr  frcndys, 
'  quiche  pad  the  werd,  Sec." 

His  effigy,  bare-headed,  with  a  greyhound  at  his 
feet,  and  his  fword  and  fpiiis  on,  Rill  remains,  and 
two  efcutchcons,  one  of  Bardewell  quartering  Mor- 
timer, and  the  other  of  Bardcvveil  and  Pakcnham,  and 
an  infcription. 

William  Rardcwell.  jun.  cfq.  his  fon  and  heir, 
fucLcedcd  :  his  effigy  remains  on  his  (lone,  which  is 
bare  headed,  and  in  armour,  his  wile's  being  in  a 
bonnet.  The  arms  of  Baidewcll  and  Witchingham 
arc  liril  fingle,  and  then  impaled. 

He  was  fuccceded  by  his  fon,  William  BardeweM, 
of  Hailing,  elq.  who  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
John  Pramlingham,  of  Crow's-Hall,  in  Debcnham  ; 
they  be  th  died  in  one  week,  anno  1308,  feifed  of 
Diayton-hall  mxnor,  in  Seaming,  and  Dillington, 
Kclhng,  SaUhoufe,  GaRhorpc,  Weft  and  Middle 
Harling  manors,  and  advovvlons,  and  were  buried 
togcilicr  in  the  nave  of  this  church:  his  effigy,  bare- 
headed, with  that  of  his  wile,  by  him,  with  their 
tfcuichcons,  ftiil  remain,  and  an  infcription. 

Jn 
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In  I  oSq  Robert  Rardewell,  efq.  as  heir  m.ilc  of 
the  familv,  rcleafed  Limboumc  manor  to  Baflinc!;- 
bourne  Gaudy,  cfq. 

Robert  Bardewcll,  of  VVefl  Marling,  cfq.  died  in 
the  king's  (crvice,  beyond  fea,  in  1 ")  i  2  ;  he  had  only 
one  daughter,  viz.  Elizabeth  Bardevvell,  who  was  but 
one  year  old  at  her  father's  death,  and  her  wardfliip 
fell  10  fir  Edward  Howard,  knt  of  whom  Seaming, 
Sec.  was  held,  in  right  of  lady  Morley,  fir  Edward's 
wife,  who  in  1312  fold  it,  immediately  after  her  fa- 
ther's death,  to  William  Wooton,  his  executor  ;  and 
he  fold  it  with  her  marriage  to  fir  Robert  Southwell, 
knt.  who  married  her  to  John  Wooton,  ot  Nortii 
7  uddenham,  who  confirmed  the  exchange  lately 
made,  of  :.aIthoufe,  and  Kelling  paanors,  which  were 
lately  the  Witchinghams,  and  Bardewells,  for  Drayton- 
hall,  in  Seaming.  He  kept  his  firfl:  court  here  in 
1328,  and  in  1336  his  wife  died,  after  which  he 
married  a  daughter  of  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,  wi- 
dow of  lord  Dacre. 

By  Elizabeth,  his  firfl;  wife,  he  left  one  only 
daughter,  Ann,  whole  wardQiip  John  Millicent,  cfq. 
fold  in  154510  (ir  Anthony  Roule,  it  belonging  to 
him  as  lord  of  Berdiam  manor,  of  which  the  manor 
of  Middle  Harling  is  held,  as  parcel  of  the  honor  of 
Richmond:  fhe  had  three  hufbands ;  firft,  fir  Tho- 
mas Woodhoufe,  of  Waxham,  (William  Woodhoufc 
having  purchafed  her  guardiandiip  of  lir  Anthony 
Roufe  in  1547)  by  whom  flic  had  no  ilTuc.  nor  by 
Henry  Reppes,  of  Mendham,  cfq.  her  fecond  huf- 
band,  who  kept  his  firft  court  in  155  i>  and  was  dead 
before  155G;  for  in  that  year  Baffingbourne  Gaudy, 
efq.  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Gaudy,  fcrjcant  at  law, 
her  third  hufband,  kept  his  firft  court,  and  held  Mid- 
dle Hariing  of  Robert   Bcrney,  as   of  his    manor  of 

Bergham, 
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Rer-gbam,  by  the  fcrvice  of  half  a  fee,  and  5s.  per 
iinnum  ;  he  was  afterwards  knighted.  In  1564116 
puiciuifcd  Sccklord  manor,  and  dius  all  the  manors 
in  Wed  -Harling,  Middle  Harling,  and  Gaflhorpe, 
came  to  the  Gaudys.  She  was  buried  at  Harling, 
July  the  gth,  1594. 

Sir  Baflingbournc  Gaudy,  knt.  died  feifed,  Jan.  25, 
1569.  of  all  the  manors,  together  with  Limbourne, 
in  Homcrsfield,  Roudham,  Dravton-hali,8cc.  Icavins: 
two  fons,  Baffingbourne,  and  fir  Philip. 

He  was  fucceedcd  by  Baffingbourne  Gaudy,  efq. 
his  fon  and  heir,  when  Thomas  Gaudy,  of  Gaudy- 
hall,  his  uncle,  was  truftee  for  Seckford's  manor. 
This  Haflingbourne  held  Wefl  Harling  of  the  earl  of 
Arundel,  Middle  Harling  of  the  queen,  as  of  her  ho- 
nor of  Richmond,  at  half  a  fee,  Seckford's  of  the  dif- 
julvcd  abbev  of  Bur\'.  at  3s.  yearly  rent,  Drayton- 
hall  of  the  lady  Morlcv,  and  GaRhorpe  of  Philip 
Knevct,  eiq.  he  was  thiicc  flieriff  of  Norfolk,  viz.  in 
1  573,  in  1  }g3,  and  in  1601,  when  he  was  a  knight, 
}  !e  had  two  wives  ;  the  firfl;  was  Ann,  daughter  of  fir 
Charles  Framlingham,  of  Dcbenham  ;  fhc  was  an 
heirefs,  and  brought  the  whole  eftate  of  the  Framling- 
liams.  TJis  fecond  wife  was  Dorothy,  daughter  of  fir 
Nicholas  Bacon,  of  Redgrave.  He  died  the  23d  of 
May,  1606,  leaving  iffue  by  both  his  wives;  by  the 
laft  he  had  two  fons  and  two  daughters  ;  by  the  firfl; 
ho.  had  two  fons.  Framlingham  Gaudy,  efcj.  the 
rldefl,  was  born  the  8th  of  Auguft,  1589.  In  1627 
he  was  fheriff  of  Norfolk,  and  afterwards  one  of 
ihc  deputy  lieutenants  of  that  county,  by  com- 
iniilion  from  Henry  earl  of  Northampton,  then 
ioid  lieutenant  ;  lie  married  Leitice,  daughter  and 
coheircls  of  fir  Robert  Knowles,  knt.  his  guardian, 
who^vas  buried  heie  the  3d  of  December,    1630,  by 

iir 


G  U  I  L  T  C  R  O  S  S.  8'>. 


J 


rirR()bc:rt,  her  fcither,  who  was  buried  fan.  20,  iGiS. 
He  was  buiicd  February  25,  16.54,  by  his  fadicr-in- 
law,  leavin;r  Hx  fnns  and  two  daughters.  VVdHain 
Gaudy,  efq.  the  cld.fl  fon,  was  created  baronet  Julv 
13.  1663  ;  he  had  four  fens  and  one  daughter;  Hal- 
fingbourne,  the  eldefl,  died  unmarried,  at  London. 
Sir  John  Gaudy,  bart.  his  fccond  fon  and  heir,  was 
born  October  4,  1639,  being  deaf  and  dumb,  notwith- 
flanding  which  he  was  an  admirable  painter,  and  a 
raoft  ingenious  man;  he  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
hr  Robert  de  Grey,  of  Mcrton,  knt.  by  whom,  at  his 
death,  in  1699,  he  left  one  fon  and  one  daughter. 
Sir  Baffingbourne  Gaudy,  bart.  his  fon  and  heir, 
died  unmarried,  on  Thurfdav.  061,  10,  17  £3,  of  a 
bruife  in  his  privities,  which  he  received  by  his 
horfe's  ftumbHng  as  he  was  hunting;  he  was  wrapt 
in  fear- cloth,  and  buried  in  a  leaden  cofhn,  in  our 
Lady  s  chapel,  in  this  church,  which  is  lately  taken 
down,  (a  faculty  being  obtained  for  diat  purpofe) 
and  his  grave,  raifed  with  bricks  over  it,  is  now  to 
be  fecn  in  the  church-yard,  on  the  fouth  fide,  where 
the  chapel  Rood;  he  Ich  three  nieces,  his  heirs,  they 
being  daughters  of  his  fifler,  Ann,  by  Oliver  Ic  Neve, 
of  Great  Witchingham,  elq.  their  ion,  Oli'.er,  dving 
without  iiTue  in  16S6,  viz.  Ifabclla,  then  fmgle ; 
Ann,  married  tojohn  Rogers,  of  Stanford,  licentiate 
in  phyfic  ;  and  Henrietta,  married  to  Edward  le  Neve, 
gent,  only  fon  of  Edward  le  Neve,  citizen  and  mer- 
chant-taylor,  of  London;  who  all  joined  and  con- 
veyed the  whole  eftate  to  Jofhua  Draper,  cfq.  he  fold 
it  to  Richard  Gibbs,  cfq.  lord  and  patron,  who  pur- 
chafed  all  this  and  Middle  Harling,  and  built  a  neat 
feat,  which  was  begun  by  Mr.  Draper,  who  pulled 
down  the  old  hall,  called  BardewcU-hall,  the  fcite  of 
which  joined  to  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  church- 
yard, and  began  tiiis  new  building  in  the  place 
where  die  old  one  flood. 

Richard 
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Richard  Gibbs,  efq.  left  this  eflatc  to  his  nephew, 
Croftes,  efq.  and    his  fon,  Richard  Croftes, 


ciq.  late  member  for  the  univciliiy  ot  Cambridge,  is 
the  prefent  lord. 

The  lects  of  the  two  towns  belong  to  the  duke  ot 
Norfolk's  hundred  of  Guiltcrofs,  to  which  hundred- 
court  each  town  paid  6d.  Icctfcc,  and  yd.  a  piece 
for  blanche-farm,  6s.  for  three  fait  fines,  and  yd.  a 
piece  for  caftle-vvard. 

In  1603  there  were  132  communicants  in  this  pa- 
rini.  and  now  (Blomefield)  there  are  about  fix  or  fe- 
ven  houfes,.  and  fixiy  inhabitants  ;  it  is  now  afTeffed 
with  Middle  Harling  at  427I. 

Bardcvvell-hall  was  a  fine  old  embattled  flone 
building,  moated  round  ;  it  was  dcmoliOied  in  1723  ; 
there  was  a  family  chapel  in  it  anciently,  and  the  fol- 
lowing u.\n\s  were  in  ihc  parlour,  and  other  windows, 
when  it  was  pulled  down,  viz.  Bardewell  impaling 
Waicote,  Mortimer,  of  Attleburgh,  Furneaiix,  Witch- 
ingham,  Framlingham,  Wotton,  Jenncy,  Pakcnham, 
Glanvilc,  Southwell,  and  L'ERrange  ;  Gaudy  im- 
paling Baffnigbournc,  Bodrigan,  Knowles,  and 
Knightlv ;  Baffingbourne  Gaudy,  1595,  impales 
Framlingham  and  his  quarterings,  viz.  Lee,  Borne, 
Tiptoft,  Charlton,  Holland,  Inglcthorp,  Bradflon, 
and  Dc-la-Pole ;  Framlingham  impales  Neville  and 
his  quarterings,  viz.  Neville,  Montacute,  Monthcr- 
mer,  Holland,  earl  of  Kent,  England  in  a  bordurc, 
ar.  Wake,  Eflottevill,  Burgh,  JcHcry,  and  Scotham. 

Here  was  a  family  firnamed  Tunes-endc,  or 
Towns-end,  in  1290.  In  1:^02  William  atte  lunes- 
cndc  lived  here.  Jn  1377  William  atte  Tunes-endc 
was  redor  ofMiddlc  Harlingv     They  were  all  confi- 

dcrablc 
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dcrablc  owners,    and   mod  of   them  fcaled  vviih    die 
prelcnt  arms  of  the  Townfcnd  faniiiv. 

On  a  very  old  mufkct  barrel  that  hung  in  the  jiall 
^vas  this: — Furivs  jc  Juis,  mats  Jans  fcv,  jc  ne  puis  — 
which  was  thus  tran Hated: 

Full  I  am,  'tis  true,  of  ire. 

But  can  do  nothing  without  fire. 

Tn  1(^50  fir  Thomas  Woodhoufe,  of  Waxham,  knr. 
confirmed  to  Robert  Barret  two  acres  of  meadow, 
which  he  had  among  other  lands,  of  the  grant  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  in  the  2d  year  of  his  reign,  it  being  given 
for  an  anniverfary  to  be  kept  here.  Other  lands 
w-ere  formerly  held  for  charitable  and  religious  pur- 
pofes. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  having  its 
nave  and  chancel,  tiled,  a  fquare  tower,  with  a  tall 
free-ftone  fpire  on  it;  there  were  but  three  bells  till 
Jofhua  Draper,  efq.  when  he  refidcd  here,  had  thciii 
new  run,  and  added  two  new  ones. 

Thefe  arms  were  lately  in  the  windows,  though 
now  fevcral  of  them  are  loft,  the  monuments  here 
having  fuffered  much  when  the  old  hall  was  pulled 
down,  by  the  workmen  working  in  the  church:  Har- 
ling,  Tuddenham,  Bardewell,  Pakenham.  Fuineaux, 
and  Denny.  There  were  feveral  eihgies  of  the  Barde- 
wells,  in  red  iiabits,  (that  being  the  colour  of  the  field 
of  their  arm.s)  and  in  the  belfry  window  wei^c  Baide- 
welfs  and  Scckford's  arms. 

On  the  fbuth  fide  of  the  church  was  a  chapel,  de- 
dicated to  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  called  Baidcwclfs 
chapel,  not,  as  we  imagine,  becaufe  that  family  was 
buried  iii  it,  (for  wc  meet  with  none)    but   becaufe    jt 

belonged 
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belonged  to  Beaufo's  manor,  which  came  early  to  ihe 
Bardcwelis.  This,  in  all  probabili;y,  was  founded 
bv  Nicholas  de  Beaufo,  but  whcPever  was  its  founder, 
he  was  interred,  or  rather  im.mured,  in  its  fouth  wall, 
for  it  falling  to  decay  very  lately,  a  faculty  was  ob- 
tained to  take  it  down,  and  in  fo  doing  the  body  of 
the  founder  appeared  to  be  laid  in  a  flone  coffin,  in- 
clofed  in  the  fouth  wall,  which  (by  the  late  patron's 
order)  was  preferred  as  it  was  found,  and  being  co- 
vered with  bricks,  now  lies  undiRurbed,  in  the  nature 
cf  an  altar-tomb.  We  are  told  there  was  a  fmall 
filver  thing,  like  a  candleflick,  in  the  coffin,  but 
rather  think  it  to  have  been  a  crucifix. 

In  this  chapel  there  was  but  one  flone  infcribed, 
and  that  being  taken  up,  is  now  placed  as  an  aitar- 
tomb  in  the  church-yard: — Ann  le  Ncvt,  datJglUer of 
Oliver  le  Neve,  of  Wi(  citing  ham,  efq.  and  Ann,  folc 
daughter  of  fir  John  Gaudy,  of  Weji  Marling,  in  this 
count),  bart.  who  died  Nov.  29,  1689. 

Moft  of  the  Gaudys  were  buried  in  this  chapel. 
The  founder's  tomb  appeared  on  the  ouifide  ol  the 
fouth  wall,  it  had  an  arch  turned  over  it.  and  the 
gravc-ftone.  or  lid  of  the  coffin,  was  about  two  feet 
from  the  ground. 

In  the  window,  over  the  tomb,  was  Gaudy,  quar- 
teiing  Bafhngbourne,  impaling  Wolton,  Haidewcll, 
Walcotc,  Pakenham,  Furneaux,  and  VVitchingham. 

A  black  marble  in  the  chancel,  infcribed — To  Henry 
Crejjener,  once  reclor  of  this  paiijh,  and  oj  Elizabeth,  h:s 
beloved  wife,  Henry,  and  John,  his  father,  and  Ni- 
cholas, his  grandfather,  were  fuceejjively  reclors  of  this 
panjhfor  thejpace  of  1  30  years,  none  of  than  ever  con- 
tending in  lawfuits  under  unjufl  extortions  of  their  j if i 

demands. 
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demands.  Hairy,  as  n  true  fun  of  the  church,  ions  tf 
madejl  demeanour,  a  fncctioiis  cvnx.'crjation,  a  peai cable 
difpofition,  an  vrdimiled  heHevo'encc,  a  fnhfon  lo  t'.e 
needy,  a  healer  of  breaches,  a  comforler  of  the  njflitled, 
a  help  to  the  di/lrejfcd.  She  died  jVov.  8,  lyjy,  agrd 
87.      He,  Oct.  ly,  1730,  aged  79. 

The  town  land  is  about  r,l.  a  year,  wliicli  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Margaret  (iaudy  to  cloath  poor  wi- 
dows, if  there  be  any;  ifnot,  any  poor  peopli- :  it 
lies  in  Kenninghall  and  Banham,  and  the  rent  is  re- 
ceived by  the  rcclor,  and  churchwardens,  who  ap[)Iy 
it  accordinoiv. 

This  rc61ory  is  valued  with  that  of  Middle  Harling;, 
which  is  confolidated  to  it,  in  the  king's  books,  at  9I. 
18s.  4d.  it  hath  a  re61ory-houfc,  and  outhoufcs,  and 
above  eighty  acres  of  glebe,  together  with  a  cullot  ol 
100  (heep  going  in  the  lord's  fold,  free  of  all  charge. 
The  prior  of  Buckcnhani's  temporals  wcic  taxed  at 
IS.  id.  and  the  prior  of  Thctford's  at  2s.  6d. 

January  1  g,  1437,  Robert  Rardcwcll,  efq.  had  the 
redories  of  Weft,  and  Middle  Hailing  conloiidaicd  ; 
and  in  1766  the  Rev.  Henry  Peppcrel  was  prcicnted 
by  the  late  WiUian:i  Croftes,  efq.  p.j.  Ihe  l<c\ . 
Mr.  John  Warren  is  the  prefcnt  rcflor. 

MinnLF.  Harling,  formerly  called  Little  H-irling, 
lies  in  the  niidft,  between  WeR  and  Eail  Harling.  was 
held  by  Ulchetcll,  a  Dane,  in  the  Confeflbr's  days, 
and  by  Anfchitell,  his  delcendant,  (or  fon,  as  \.\\m 
name  intimates)  in  the  Conqueror  s  ;  it  was  in  Ken- 
ninghall Soken,  and  worth  at  firll  6L  then  raiud  to 
7I.  but  fell  again  to  5I.  The  part  in  Well  Harling 
which  belonged  to  the  Furncaux  family,  and  afier 
became  Bardeweirs  manor,   was  valued  v\iih  the  rcil 
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atlTalfa  kc,  all  which  were  hrld  in  capiic  by  AInn 
earl  of  Richmond,  as  part  of  his  honor,  at  a  whole 
fee;  this  and  Wed  Hailing,  which  was  incafurcd  and 
taxed  with  it,  was  a  league  and  half  hmg,  and  a  lca9;ne 
broad,  and  paid  sjd.  gcli  out  cl  every  ^os.  railed  in 
the  hundred. 

This  manor  was  infeolTsd  in  the  Furneaux  family 
bv  the  earl  of  Richmond,  along  with  Bergham,  in 
Cambridgcdiire,  of  both  which  fir  Jeflrey  de  Fur- 
neaux, knt.  was  lord  about  )  i  So.  and  had  his  chief 
feat  at  Bergham  ;  he  had  three  fons,  and  Jeflrev.  ihc 
fecond,  held  Harling,  as  of  the  manor  of  Beigham, 
it  being  given  him  bv  fir  Jcftrey.  his  father,  and  he 
was  the  firfl.  of  the  family  that  fettled  here.  'Ihis 
manor  continued  with  them  fome  liaie. 

Sir  John  de  Furneaux,  who  was  lo.d  in  1286.  gave 
his  manor  of  BardewcU,    in  Well  Harling,    with  Fh- 
zabeth,  his  daughter,  to  John  de  Bardcwell.     After- 
wards Elizabeth  Furneaux,  a  fole   hcirefs   of  this  fa- 
mily, married  firfl;  to  Robert  Crabbe,    whofe   widow 
flie  was  in  1401,  in  which  year   fhe    Icttled   this  ma- 
nor and  advowfon,   with  the  reverfion   of  Kimbcrlcy 
manor,  after  the  death  of  Margaret,  late  wife   of  lir 
Thomas  Fafl.olf,  knt.  on  fir  Thomas  Erpinghavn,  knt. 
Sec.  to  her  ule  for  life,  and  her  heirs   in   tail  ;    alter 
which  flie  married  William  Sandham,  of  Kimberlcy, 
who  fold  Kimberley  without  her  confent,  though  fhe 
gave  him  Harling  for  life;   (he   died  in     141s.      By 
her  firfl  hufband  fne  had  two  (ciis.   John,    and  Wil- 
liam,  who  in  1424  fued  William  Bardcwell,   clq.  for 
ihe  manor ;   but  fir  Thomas  Erpingham  proving  that 
he  and  other  feoffees  had  feifin   of  it,    to  the  ufe  of 
Elizabeth  Crabbe,  his  mother,    for  life,   and  then  to 
John  Crabbe,  her  fon,   and    his   heirs,    it   was    cou- 
tirmed  to  William  Bardewell,  efq.  and  his  heirs,   in 

risht 
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right  of  Eleanor  Grabbc  ;   he  had  the  manor  and  nd- 
\ovvron,  :^11  ihe  tcottccs  rclcafincr  their  ri<i:hts  in  iJc!c>  • 

'  _  _  o  o  T , ; ,  J  » 

from  which  time  it  hath  continued  joined   to  Well 
Hariing,  as  it  now  remains. 

The  church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  the  Apof- 
tie,  being  always  appendant  to  the  manor;  it  was  a 
rcdory  valued  at  five  marks  at  tiic  Norwich  l;)\atioM. 
and  is  now  valued  with  Weft  Harliug  to  the  land 
lax,  the'rc  being  four  houfcs,  and  about  tiiirtv  in- 
liabitanis.  Ihe  church-)ard  is  now  glebe,  tlic 
church  remained  in  ufe  till  1343,  and  then  it  was 
entirely  taken  down,  fo  that  the  foundations  only  arc 
now  vifiblc;  it  flood  by  the  lane's  fide,  in  the  dole 
going  to  Weft  Hariing  church. 

John  Michell,  prieft.  was  tlie  lafl  rector,  Jan.  2f), 
1457,  ^^  being  confolidated  at  that  lime  to  Well 
Hariing. 

In  1321  fir  John  deFnrneanx,  knt.  in  open  court  in- 
joined  all  the  tenants  of  the  manor,  under  the  penalty 
of  I  2d.  for  every  default,  to  dig  a  St.  Andrew's  crols 
on  each  uiece  of  their  land,  wiien  they  lowed  it,  to 
avoid  all  difputes  between  the  reclois  of  Weft  and 
Middle  Hariing. 


*o' 


In  1344  the  lord  held  a  tenement,  and  nine  acres, 
freehold,  of  the  prior  of  the  canons  of  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchie,  atThetford,  by  the  rent  of  isd.  a  year,  ail 
which  Amy  Watcrhenne  held  of  the  lord,  by  paying 
ihe^rior  his  rent,  and  id.  ;;  year  to  the  lord. 

Robert  Gildenfleve  died  in  1444,  and  gave  a  mef- 
fuage,  called  Purdye's,  at  Middle  Hailing-green,  arid 
nine  acres  of  land,  four  acres  and  an  halt  lying  ac 
Dcdmore,  and  four  acres  and  an  half  at  Blowlond, 

G  to 
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to  tbe  inhabitants  of  Middle-Harl in g  /or  ft.Yr,  whom 
J5r^6  brought  their  deeds  into  court,  and  proved 
that  on  April  the  13th,  1547-  Henry  Cooper,  then 
fcofiee,  made  anew  feoffment  of  Gildenflcvc's  to  the 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  it  being  freehold,  held  of 
BardevvclTs  manor  in  Wcfl  Harling,  by  fuit  of 
court,  and  the  rent    of  bd.    a  year  and  one  capon. 

KENNINGHALL,  or,  as  it  is  wrote  in  Doomfday 
book,  Cheni:\'kehala,  is  a  town  of  larp;e  extent,  and 
great  antinuity,  fo  called  homGjjiing,  which  in  Saxon 
fjgnifics  a  king,  fo  that  Cyning,  or  Kinninghall,  fignifies 
the  king's  houfe,  and  according  to  the  etymology,  it 
hath  been  a  Icat  of  the  Eafl  Anglian  kings,  who  arc 
laid  to  have  had  a  caflle  here,  which  indeed  feems 
true  :  the  fcite  of  it  is  now  called  the  Candle-yards"  ; 
becaufc  the  ofnces  for  that  purpofe  were  built  in  it 
when  Thon^as,  the  great  duke  of  Norfolk,  built 
the  palace,  this  place  being  diflant  enough  to 
hinder  the  fmell  reaching  it.  It  is  foutii-wcft  of  the 
palace  about  a  furlong,  being  a  fquarc  of  four  acres, 
encompaffed  with  a  fpacious  trench ;  at  each  corner 
is  a  mount,  but  that  to  the  fouth-caft  is  much  the 
largcfl:;  the  manor-houfc  continued  through  all  its 
changes  in  this  place,  until  the  duke  pulled  it  down, 
and  built  that  flately  houfe  at  ih'^  di!l?.nce  before 
mentioned,  which  was  after  called  Kcnninghall 
palace,  or  place  :  it  fronted  eafl  and  weft,  and  was 
built  in  the  form  of  an  H.  having  a  porter's  lodge, 
and  all  things  clfc  in  the  grandefl  manner  :  It  was 
fituated  in  the  midfl  of  a  large  park,  which  con- 
tained 700  acres,  well  flocked  with  deer,  the  north 
fide  guarded  with  woods  and  groves,  being  diflant 
at  icalt  a  mile  from  the   town,   which  lies  weflward  ; 

at 

*  Many  urns  have  been  found  in  this  town,  near  the  Can- 
dlc-yards,  which  Ihcw  as  if  the  Komans  had  becu  here 
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at  the    dakc"s   attainder   it   was   feized    by  tlic    Liiso- 
and    feittcd  on    ihc    th-n    lady  Mary,   who  kept  her 
court  here.   To  this    cadlc  (as   Stowc  calls  it)  fhe  re- 
moved  hom    HunTdon  in    Hertfordlhire.   and  hidier 
rcfortcd  to    her  feveral    lords  and    kni-hts    of    this 
county,   as  fir  John    Shckon,    fir  Henry  Bcdingriidd, 
fir  Henry  jerningham,   and   others,  at  the  death  of 
Edward  VI.    from  whence   they   went  to  Frainling- 
haracaflle:  afterwards  it  was  in  Qaecn  Elizabeilfs 
hands,   who  was  often  here  ;  (lie  it  was  that  ordered 
her  tenant.    Chapman,   who   then    lived   in  Fciificld 
Lodge,   to  lay  out   the    way  now  called    Chapman's 
entry,   out  of  her    own    ground,   the    old   way  being 
io  narrow,   that  the    C[ueen  could   not    conveniently 
pafs    through  it;  it   is   now  difufed,    and   is  called 
c|ueen    Bcfs's-lane,   from    her   being   fcratchcd    with 
the  brambles  in    riding  through   it,   as   tradition  tells 
us.       It   continued  in    the  Norfolk  faniily,    as  their  ■ 
capital  feat  in  this  county,  till  about    1650,  when  it 
was  pulled  down,   and  the    materials  fold  for  a  rrific, 
with  which  gieat  nun^bcrs  of  chinuieys  and  walls   in 
U)C  neighbourhood  were  built,  as  is  evident  fioin  the 
Mowbray's,   and    Arundel's  arnis.    nhich    are    upon 
the    bricks.      Spclman,    in  his    Icenia,   hadi   nothin'^ 
more    of  tliis   town,    than'  that    it    was    the   feat   of 
fume  of  the  chiefcft  barons.   That  it  belonged  to  the 
crown  in  the  mod  eaily  times  is  plain,    for   the  Con- 
fcflor  had  it  in  his  own  h:inds,  it  being  then  vvor;h 
lol.  a  year,   and  five  fextarics  of  honey,   buc_  it    was 
rifen  in    the    Conqueror's   time   to  24I.    of  unccjined 
money,  to    be   paid   by   weight,     and  til.  of  coined 
money,   which  was  paid   by  tale,   and  a    line  at  each 
king's    accciiion  ;    (lor    lo    we  take    Gcrjuma    in    \.hz 
Saxon    to    fignify).       It    had    a    freeman    and    thinv 
acres  belonging  to  it  in  Knatiifliall,   in  Su.'fblk  ;   and 
Well    Harling    alio   was    a    bcrewick   to    it:   It   was 
then    three    miles   long,    and  one   mile   broad,  and. 
^  ^  paid 
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paid  Qt^d.  Dane- geld.  It  always  was,  and  is  nov7 
privileged  as  andent  dcmefne,  the  inhabitants  being 
excufed  from  toll,  paffagc,  and  ftallage,  and  from 
•  ferving  on  any  juries  out  of  the  Lordfhip,  and  pay- 
ing towards  the  charges  of  the  knights  of  the  (hire, 
upon  renewing  their  writ  of  exemption  on  the 
death  of  everv  kino:,  and  having  it  annually  al- 
lowed  by  the  fheriif  of  the  county. 

It  remained  but  a  little  while  in  the  cro;vn,  being 
given  by  the   Conqueror  to  William  de  Albini,  Al- 
biniaco,    or   Albauv,    and  his   heirs,  together    with 
the  Lordn:iip  of  Buckenham,  &c.   to  be  held  by  the 
fervice  of  being  chief  butler  to   the  kings   of  Eng- 
land, on  die    day  of    their    coronadon,  upon  which- 
account  he  was  after  called  Pinccryia  Regis.   It  always 
went  with   Buckenham,  till   the  divifion    of  the  Al- 
bany eftate,   between  tlic  four   fifleis  and  co-heireffcs 
of  Hugh  de  Albini,   who  died  vvi'.hout  iffue,   leaving 
this   manor  in  dower  to   Ifabcl    his    wife,  daughter 
of  William  carl  Warren  and   Surrey,   who  in    1243 
bad  it  among  others    affigned  to  her   by   the  kings 
licence  ;  at  her  death  it  went  to  Roger  de  Montealt, 
or    de-Montealto,   who  had  married  Cecily,  one    of 
the  fifleis  and  co-heireffes  of  Hugh  de  Albany  ;  this 
Robert  died  fcifcd   in  1-274,  leaving  it   to  Robert  dc 
Montealt.      In    1276  it    was  held  in  chief  of   the 
king,  by    the  fervice   of  butler,     as    aforefaid,  and 
had    a    certain   capital    meffuage,    called    Eaflhall'^ 
and     another     called    a    grainge,     with    a   ruinous 
dovc-houfc,    and  400   acres  of  land,    100  of  which, 
are  arable,  and  yearly  worth  lol.  bcfidcs  eighteen  acres, 
of  meadow,   worth   iSd.  each  acre,  a  wind-mill  Ictt 

fur 

■*  This  was  the  name  of  the  old  hcufe,  before  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  built  the  palace,  and  was  fo  called  bccaufc  it  ftooA 
caft  of  the  town. 
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for  15s.  4d.  a  large  park,  the  herbage  of  which  is 
yearly  worth  5I.  and  the  underwood  40s.  a  year. 
There  was  a  market  kept  every  Monday,  Ictt  at  etna. 
a  year,  and  alfo  a  fair,  Ictt  at  2s.  a  year;  i!ic 
yearly  quit-rents  were  81.  payable  by  equal  portions, 
at  St.  Martin,  Chriflmas,  Eafter.  and  Midfurnmcr  ; 
alfo  1200  days  work  in  autumn,  wouh  id.  cacU 
day,  alfo  the  fiflicry,  called  the  Sewer,  worth  as.  a 
year ;  the  pleas,  perquifites  of  courts,  and  views  of 
frankpledge,  and  leets  belonging  thereto,  are  yearly 
worth  81.  To  this  manor  alfo  belonged  Guiltcrofs 
hundred  ;  the  pleas  and  perquifites  of  the  hundred 
court,  with  all  the  views  of  frankpledge  and  leets 
belonging  thereto,  v/ere  worth  5I.  a  vcar,  the  whole 
of  the  value  being  44I.  1  5s.  and  the  laid  Robert  had 
the  manors  of  Rifing  and  SnettiOiam,  and  the  hun- 
dred of  Smithdon,  and  the  fourth  part  of  Lvnn 
Tolbooih  unfettled,  all  which  were  valued  at  80I. 
per  ann.  From  this  Robert  it  came  to  Roger  dc 
Montealt,  who  in  12S6  had  the  following  privile- 
ges allowed  to  this  manor,  viz.  free-warren,  view  of 
frankpledge,  affize  of  bread  and  ale,  a  pillory, 
ducking-Hool,  gallows,  and  waif,  with  a  yearly 
fair,  on  the  day  of  the  tranflation  of  St.  Thomas 
Beckct,  and  a  weekly-market  on  Monday*.  In  tiie 
firfl  year  of  Edward  III.  this  Robert  petitioned  the 
barons  of  the  Exchequer  to  be  admitted  chief  butler 
on  the  coronation-day,  by  reafon  of  his  manor  of 
Kennlnghall,  which  office  he  recovered  againll  the 
Earl  of  Arundel,  who  claimed  it  as  belonging  to 
his  earldom;  and  he  performed  the  ofiice  accord- 
ingly, and  obtained  a  decree  that  that  oliice  hence- 
forward fliouid  be  performed  by  the  fevcral  lords 
of  the  manors  of  Kcnninghall,  Buckenham,  and 
G  3  Wymondham, 

*  The  fair  Is  ftill  kept  on  tkat  day,  viz,  July  the  7th.    The 
market  hath  been  difufed  many  years. 
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WS'iTiondham.     or   ihcir  dcpniies,  *  by  turns,     upon 
J  ijving     that    Hugh     de      Aubnny,     Jatc     carl      of 
Anindcl.     held   thcfe.    and    Snetiifham     manors    of 
Henry  111.   by   the  laid  olfice.  which   he  perlorraed 
at  that  king's    coronation,   and  died  To  feiicd,   upon 
%vhich  Ruckenham,  and  VVymondham,  delcjndcd  to 
hi    Robert    de    TatcOiaie,     vvhofe    heir  held  them  ; 
and   Kenninghall    and  Snettifham  came  to    the  iViid 
Robert   de   Montealt,   or  Mohaut,   who   held  ihcm  ; 
and   at    the   coronation  of  Edward    11.    he   claimed 
and  oifered  to  perform   his   part  of  the   (aid  fcrvice, 
in  right  of  his    faid  manors  ;   but  Edmund  Earl   of 
Arundel   bv  his   great   power   (though  he  never  had 
anv  of  the   faid  manors)    performed  the   faid  fcrvice, 
to  the  diflierilbn  of  him,  and  his  parcener,  for  which 
leafon,  at  i!ic    coronation   of  Edward  III.    the   laid 
Robert   claimed  and    performed  the   whole    fjrvice, 
Tatefhale'b  heirs  being  under  age.     The  return  upon 
fcarch  of  the  records  fays,  that  as  to  SnettiPnam  hav- 
ing a  turn  in   the  oiRce,   ilicy  at  j^rcfcnt    could  lind 
uothing  of  it,  but   that   at  the    coronation  of  Elea- 
nor,    daughter     of  Hugh    car!  of  Provence,   grand- 
irorher  to  the  prcfcnt    king,   Hugh    de  Albani,    then 
carl    of    Arundel,   in    right    of    ihefe    manors,  and 
not    of    his    earldom,     lervcd    the    laid     oflice    by 
his     deputy,     the    earl    Warren,     becaufe     he    was 
then   c::cou3municatcd  by    the   archbifliop  of   Can- 
terbury,    for    taking    away   the    Archbifiiop's   dogs 
irom  him,   i-.s    he  hunted   in   the   faid  carl's  forcfl  in 
Sulfex,   the  archbifliop  allcdging,   that  he  had  a  right 
to  hunt  in    any   lorcft    in  England,     whenever    he 
Vv-ouid.      This  office  lUll  continues  by  turns  to  thele 
manors,  though  in  a  petition    direded   to    the   lords 
comujiiTioned  to  receive  all  claims  of  fcrvices,   to  be 
jjei  formed    at  the    coronation    of  queen    Anne,    by 
reafon    of    their   tenures,    we    fmd    "    that    Charles 
carl  of    Carliile,     carl-marlhal    of  England,   during 
the   minority  of    1  nomas    duke  of   INorfolk,    aiid 

earl 
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carl  of  Arundel,  who  was  then  out  of  tl:c  realm, 
claimed  to  perform  this  fervice  in  a  double  capacity, 
viz.  in  right  of  this  manor,  and  of  his  carldnri, 
fctting  forth,  that  he  held  the  manor  by  this  grand-fcr* 
jcantry,  which  was  performed  in  right  of  it,  at  tlic 
coronation  of  Eleanor  aforefaid,  and  at  the  corona- 
tion of  Richard  II.  by  the  carl  of  Arundel  and 
Surrey  and  of  Henry  IV.  by  Thomas  then  earl 
of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  and  by  Hcnrv  earl  of  Arun- 
del at  the  coronation  of  Edward  VI.  in  right  {is 
was  faid)  of  the  earldom  of  Arundel,  and  by  Henry- 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  earl  of  Arundel,  by  his  de- 
puty, at  the  coronation  of  king  William  and  queen 
Mary,  who  then  receiyed  all  the  fees  and  profits 
belonging  to  the  ofHce,  viz.  the  bell  gold  cup  that 
ihe  king  drank  out  of  on  the  coronation-day,  wiih 
the  cloths,  napkins,  and  linen  then  ufcd,  the  cupsboih 
of  gold  and  of  filver,  ufed  that  day  in  the  king's 
wine-cellar;  with  all  wine  veffels,  pots,  cups,  gial- 
fes.  Sec."  In  1^27,  a  fine  was  levied  between  this 
R.obert  de  MouLealt.  who  was  then  llc-.vard  of 
Chcfter,  and  Emma  his  wife,  by  which  tiiis  mano/' 
was  fettled  on  themfelves,  and  their  heirs  male,  re- 
mainder to  Ifabcl  queen  of  England  for  life,  anrl 
then  to  John  of  EUham,  the  kings  brother,  in 
tail,  remainder  to  Edward  king  of  England,  and 
his  heirs:  Robert  and  Emma  had  no  male  heirs, 
and  fo  it  came  to  queen  Ifabel,  and  John  of  Elthain 
dying  without  heirs,  the  reveruon  after  the  queen's 
death  was  in  the  king,  who  in  1336  gave  it  to  fir 
Vviliiam  de  Monteacuto,  or  Montague,  who  upon 
paying  the  queen  600  marks  had  a  releafc  from 
her,  and  immediate  poiTcfhon  of  it  ;  he  died  leiled 
in  1343,  leaving  the  manor  to  William  de  Mon- 
tague, his  fon  and  heir,  in  whom  it  continued  till 
1377,  and  then  he  fettled  it  upon  fir  William  Mon- 
tague, knt.  his  fon,  upon  his  marriage  with  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  to  Richard  Fitz-Alau,  carl  of  Arun- 
°  G4  ^<^1 
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f'c^I.  r.nd  [he.  idue  of  their  bodies  ;  but  lie  being 
iinliappuN'  fiiiin  in  a  tilting  at  Windior,  by  iiis 
O'vn  fsthor,  in  13S2,  he  left  no  ilTue  ;  upon  his 
dcnth  Richard  II.  kept  court  here,  but  foon  after 
drlivercd  it  np  to  Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  fald 
William,  who,  according  to  the  letdemcnt,  enjoyed 
it  for  life,  and  at  her  death  it  was  to  revert  to  her 
father-in-law,  William  earl  of  Salifbury,  and  lord 
of  Man;  it  was  this  carl  who,  in  1345,  (before  he 
liad  fettled  it  on  his  fon)  granted  to  Albred  de  Pa- 
keiiham,  of  Garboldifliam,  a  fold-couife  for  300 
fhccp,  and  30  muttons,  with  common  of  paf- 
ture  for  his  cattle,  through  the  whole  year, 
fiotn  a  place  called  Howardfly,  northward,  partly 
to  Kenninghall-gap,  and  from  thence  wcflward  to 
Ringmcre,  and  thence  by  tlie  way  leading  Irom 
Kcnninghall  to  Bury,  as  the  way  leads  to  Gaibol- 
difliam  field,  paving  him  a  yearly  rent  for  it,  which 
right  is  now  enjoved  as  belonging  to  Garboldifliam, 
ifphaU.  or  Pakcnham's.  This  lady  held  the  manor 
in  13S8,  at  which  time  fhc  was  married  to  Thomas 
Lord  Mowbray,  earl  marflial  of  England,  who  was 
to  hold  it  for  her  life  in  her  right,  and  this  year 
Riciiard  Fiiz-Alan,  earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  her 
fntlier,  purchafcd  the  peipctual  inheritance  of  it  ol 
William  Earl  of  Salifbury  aforcfaid,  and  had  a 
fine  tcvicd  to  fettle  it  on  him  and  his  heirs,  but 
upon  his  attainder,  in  1397,  the  king  granted  the 
rcvcrfion  of  the  manor,  and  hundred,  ihcy  being 
forfeited  to  ihe  crown,  to  Thomas  de  Mowbray, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  he  bci:ig  banillied  the  year 
following,  the  king  granted  it  by  letters  patent, 
dated  at  I.cicefler,  to  John  de  Montague,  earl  of 
Saiifljury,  his  gnat  favorite,  to  be  held  by  him 
of  the  crown,  in  as  free  manner  as  William  de 
Montague,  his  uncle,  Richard  earl  of  Arundel, 
or    TJiL'uias  duke  of  Norfolk,  ever  held  it  ;  but  he 

dying 
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dying  in  i^^gc).  never  enjoyfcl  it,  it  being  then  lield 
by  Elizabeth  duchefs  of  Norfolk,  who  wms  then 
married  to  fir  Gerard  Usflct,  her  third  hufband.  la 
14!  1  Edmund  Blankpainc  is  faid  to  hold  the  manor 
and  hundred,  as  truilee  ;  and  in  1422  it  was  fet- 
tled by  Elizabeth  duchcfs  of  Norfolk,  late  wife  of 
Gerard  Usflet,  on  divers  truflees,  to  fcvcial  ufes; 
this  was  iipon  her  fourth  marriage  with  fir  Robert 
Govvfliall,  knt,  who  in  1426  held  the  manor  and 
hundred  in  her  right:  fhe  died  Toon  after;  for  in 
1428  ThoiQas  dc  Montague,  carl  of  Salilbury, 
died  feiled'v  leaving  them  to  Alice,  his  daughter 
by  his  firfl  wife,  then  married  to  Richard  Neville, 
eldefl  fon  to  Ralph  Neville,  earl  of  Weflmorcland, 
which  Richaid,  on  her  account,  w..ts  made  carl  of 
Salifbury,  and  had  livery  of  her  lands  this  very 
vcar,  but  foon  after  he  crave  this  manor,  and  hun- 
dred,  in  marriage  with  Joan,  bis  daughter,  to  Wil- 
liam Fitz-Alan,  Earl  of  Arundel,  who  in  the  Feo- 
dary  is  faid  then  to  hold  it;  he  in  all  likelihood, 
fold  it  to  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  about  1435 
fold  it  again  to  the  prior  of  Thelfoid,  in  trufl  for 
John  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  fettled  it  on 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  for  life,  and  their  heirs ;  he 
died  in  1475,  and  flic  enjoyed  it  to  her  death, 
when  it  dcfcended  to  fir  John  IJoward,  knt.  fon  of 
fir  Robert  Howard,  knt.  by  Margaret,  his  wife,  who 
was  one  of  the  co-heireffes  of  Thomas  Mowbray, 
firll  duke  of  Norfolk,  it  being  aifigncd  to  him  as 
part  of  the  half  of  the  Mowbray's  inheritance. 
This  John  was  created  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  i^S^, 
by  Richard  III.  and  was  llain  widi  him  in  Bof- 
worth-field,  in    1483,  at   whofe  death   it    went    to 

bis 

*  Dug.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  130.  This  is  a  mift.ikc  of  Mr. 
Dugdale*  for  it  appears  flie  was  after  married  .  c^  Robert 
Gowfhall,  and  did  not  die  in  1424. 
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liis  eldcfl  Ton,  Thomas  tlien  earl  of  Surrey,  and 
afterwards  duke  of  Norfolk,  he  bcin^  reftored  in 
14SS  to  that  caridom  and  eftate  ;  in  1506  he  had 
ipecia)  livery  of  all  the  lands  his  father  died  feiled 
of,  was  made  earl-maiihal  of  England  by  Hcniy 
VJII.  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  and  after- 
vvards  duke  of  Norfolk;  he  died  in  1524,  leaving 
Thomas,  his  fon,  heir  to  his  eitate  and  honor:  In 
1537  the  quit-rents  were  33 1.  3s.  iid.  a  year;  the 
farm  of  the  hundred  61.  13s.  4d.  the  agiRmcnts 
of  the  park,  and  pcrquifitcs  of  the  fair,  5I.  befidcs 
the  warren,  wind-mill,  and  fifliery.  This  Thomas 
being  attainted,  his  eftate  was  feized,  and  fettled  on 
the  ladv  Mary,  who  refided  here,  but  it  was  reftorcd 
to  him  again,  upon  her  coming  to  the  crown,  and 
he  came  and  died  here  in  1547,  leaving  Thomas, 
his  grandchild,  his  heir,  who  refided  here  with 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  Audeley,  baron 
Audelev,  his  Iccond  wife,  in  15  Go.  He  was  be 
headed  in  i57  2t,  from  which  time  it  paffcd  wiih 
FcrsOcld  manor,  Charles  Howard,  duke  of  Nor- 
Jblk,  being  now  Lord. 

In  1610  the  quit-rents  were  47I.  7s.  6c].  the  farm 
of  the  hundred  61.  13s.  4d.  the  prohts  of  the  fair  5!. 
the  keeper  of  the  palace's  wages  per  ann.  3I.  ]od.  the 
park-keeper's  wages  3I.  lod.  the  gardener  4I.  per 
ann.  the  whole  park  within  the  pale  contained  700 
acres.  There  was  a  rent  paid  out  of  the  New  Park, 
which  was  due  to  the  late  prinry  of  Thctlord,  with 
^vhich  it  came  to  the  duke,  and  then  ceafed.  In  this 
vcar  the  townfincn  purchafed  the   flacep-walk   of  the 

lord 


J  At  his  trial  (the  heads  of  which  may  be  feen  in  Baker's 
Chron.  fol.  499.)  he  was  proceeded  againit  by  the  name  of 
"  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  late  of  Kcningale^  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Norfolk." 
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;  Md,  and  fo  made  their  lands  wholc-vcar  lands  :  at 
iin5  time  alTo  the  inhibiiants  paid  a  fmull  fum  to  the 
lord,  as  an  acknowledi^mcnt,  or  free-rent,  for  their 
neu'  enncnchcd  [grounds,  they  having  bv  content  in- 
clofcd  their  common,  called  the  Park  Comirh)n,  and 
appropriated  the  fcvcral  parts  to  divers  uCcs;  but 
this  remained  but  a  Imall  time,  for  the  commoners 
difagrccing  among  thcmfclvcs,  they  were  all  laid  com- 
mon as  at  firft,  though  the  banks  and  trenches  are 
'   Hill  vifible.— J5^?«r)^d/^. 

Kennixghall  Place,  or  Palace.  The  fcite  of 
the  fuperb  palace  of  the  dukes  ol'  Norfolk,  and  their 
ancient  capital  manfion,  is  the  property  of  VVilliam 
Pawlett,  efq.  who  ferved  in  the  lall  war  with  great  re- 
putation, and  being  called  out  again  into  fervicc  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  American  war,  after  behaving 
often  with  great  gallantry,  loft  his  leg  by,  a  cannon 
lliot  in  the  trenches  at  Bofton,  in  New  England:  on 
his  return  to  England  he  was  fliipwrecked  on  the  Iile 
of  Scilly,  and  preferved  widi  great  difliculty  ; 
being  introduced  to  the  king  on  his  arrival  at  London, 
he  was  gracioufly  received  by  his  Majcfly,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  command  of  a  company  of  invalids  in 
the  Hie  of  Jerfey,  which  command  he  at  prefcnt  en- 
joys f  1780).      He   married  the  daughter  of 

Howes,  efq.  of  Attleburgh,  by  whom  he  has  two 
ions,  the  eldeft  of  whom,  William,  is  a  lieutenant 
in  the  wcftcrn  regiment  of  Norfolk  militia,  under  the 
command  of  the  carl  of  Orford,  lord  lieutenant  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  colonel  in  the  aruiy. 

The  cuftoms  of  this  manor  and  the  re£lory  manor 
are  the  fame,  viz.  the  copyhold  defccnds  to  the 
youngefl  fon,  the  fine  is  certain,  at  6d.  an  acre,  they 
give  dower,  and  the  tenants  can  wallc  their  copyhold 

houlcs 
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boufcs,  fell  timber,  plant,  and  cut  down  wood  and 
timber  on  the  wade  againfl  their  own  lands,  without 
licence. 

The  Rectorv  Makot.  went  with   the  reftory    till 
its  appropriation,  and  then  became  pait    of  the    pof- 
fclTions  of  Buckenham  priory  till  its  diffolution,  and 
was  tlien  granted  vviih  the  impropriation  to  the  Nor- 
folk family,  forfeited  at  the    duke's    attainder  in  the 
time  of  c]uecn  Elizabeth  to  the  crown,  and  by   her, 
with   the    impropriation,   given  to   the   bifliopric   of 
Ely,  from  which   it  was  feizcd   in  the  rebellion,  and 
the  manor  only,  in  1554,  lold  by  fir  John  Wollallon, 
and    others,  truflees   tor  fale  of  bifhops    lands,  ac- 
cording to  an  ordnance  of  parliament,  to  Robert  Ben- 
fon,  and  his  heirs,   it    extending   then   into  Quidcn- 
ham,  and  Harling,  the  church  and  church-yard  being 
excepted  out  of  the  conveyance   as  alio  all  lands  and 
tithes,  except  a  meffuage,  or  tenement,  with  the  cur- 
tilages thereto  belonging,  called  the  Granary''",  which 
belonged  to  the  faid  re£lory.      In    1657    it  was  again 
fold  by  Robert  Bcnfon,  gent,  for    149I.  to  Thomas 
Kendall,   of    Thetford,    and   Thomas   Wcfl,    from 
whom  it  was  fcizcd  by  the  bifhop  of  Ely  at    the   re- 
floraiion,  and  by  him  leafed  out,  (:hc  advoufon  of  the 
vicarage  being  excepted)  and  having  pafTcd  through 
many  hands,  is  at  this  time  in  Mr.   Philips  Grctton, 
clerk,  who  is  now  (Blomefield)    by  virtue  of  the   bi- 
fhop's  leafe  both  lord  and  impropriator.     This  ma- 
nor when  the  redory  was  appropriated    had    a   lees, 
and   the  amerciaments   of  all    its  own  tenants,  with 
the  alhzcof  bread  and  ale,  and  corrci^iions  of  weights 
and  raeafures,  and  alfo  common  of  pallure,  on  a  coni- 
nion  called  Suchach,  or  Southr;;iG,h,  now  Southwell, 
in  the  laid  town,  this  common  being  appropriated  ta 

it. 

*  This  was  the  old  GuIIdh;ilI  that  belonged  to  the  parilli  before. 
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jt.      It  was  taxed  in  14 28,  with  the  oihcr  fpiilLuaU  of 
that  priory  in  this  town,  at  lixtccn  marks. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  at  5I.  7s.  id.    anrl   being 
fworn  of  the  clear  yearly  vahie  of  40I.  is  dilLhaiged 
from  firit  fruits  and  tcndis,  though  it  flill  anfwers  2s. 
for  fynodals,  and  7s.  7d.  ob.    lor  procurations,  thcic 
being  a  mean  vicarage-houlc  joining  to  the  eaft  end 
«f  the  church  yard,  and  five  acres  and  a  hah"  of  glebe. 
It  was  originally  a  reflory,  in  the  gift   of  the   loid  of 
the  manor,  to  which  belonged   a  manor,  and  a  good 
quantity  of  demcfne    lands,  and  fuch   it   coruluucd 
till  William  dc  Albany,  the  fecond  carl  of  Arundel 
of  that  name,  gave  it  to  the  priory  of  St.  James,  at 
Old  Buckenham,  which  his  father  had  founded:  this 
WiUiam  died  the  4th  of  Oclober,  1 176,  from  which 
time  the  prior   prefented    to   this  rectory,    till   about 
1223,  and  then,  at  the  petition   of  Walter    the  ther>- 
prior,    and   the   convent    there,  Pandulf,    blHiop    ot 
Norwich,  appropriated  it  to  that   convent,  refeiving; 
power  to  ordain  a  vicarage  worth  eight  maiks  a  year, 
to  be  fettled  upon  the  vicar,  which   was   accordingly 
done,  and  was   to   confilt,  according   to  the  endow- 
ment,   (the   original   of  which  Mr.    Ic  Neve  favs  is 
in   the  hands    of  the  dean  of  Nonvich)   in   all   the 
altarage,  and  all  other  fmall  tithes  whatfoever,  toge- 
ther with  the  fmall  tithes  of  the  earl's  houfe,  and  all 
the  hay,  and  great  and  fmall  tithes   of    140  acres  ot 
free  land,  which  belonged   to  the   retTtory  bclore  the 
appropriation,  and  in  other  things  particularly  men- 
tioned in  the  endowment ;  by  this  means  the  convene 
got  into  their  hands  all  the   tithe  corn,    and  the  rec-^ 
tory.manor,  with  all  its  rents  and  profits,  and  raofl  of 
the  glebe.     The  rents  ofallizc  were  3I.  7s.  a  ycai, 
{as  we  learn  from  the  accompt-book  of  that  priory, 
f®!.  2.)  but  for  this    they  were  obliged  to   give  die 
Koraination  of  the  vicars  for  ever  to  cue  ice  ^i  N'-"- 

w:ch. 
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wich,  the  biHiops  of  which  ever  afrcr  nominaterl  to 
the  prior  fuch  perfons  as  they  pleafed,  and  if  they 
did  not  immediately  prcfent  the  perfon  nominated, 
the  biHiop  collated  him  according  to  the  agreement ; 
and  Icafl  there  fhould  be  any  future  claim  from  the 
lords  of  the  manor  of  Kcnninghall,  to  which  the  ad- 
"vowfon  formerly  belonged,  the  prior  and  convent 
eot  Ro2;er  de  Montealt,  then  lord,  to  confirm  to  them 
the  advowfon,  manor,  and  appropriation.  The  pre- 
fentation  was  afterwards  in  the  dukes  of  Norfolk  till 
1634,  when  the  biQiop  of  Ely  became  patron;  and 
it  has  continued  in  that  fee  ever  fincc. 

The  church  is  fituate  on  a  hill,  having  a  large 
fquare  tower  at  its  wefh  end,  which  was  defigncd 
to  be  carried  to  a  greater  height,  but  was  never 
finiOicd,  its  head  being  fhoriened  by  the  misfor- 
tunes of  its  founder,  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk, 
whofe  creft  remains  on  the  buttrclTes  at^  this  time. 
Here  are  five  very  large  tunable  bells.  The  nave  is 
foTtv  vards  long,  and  fevcn  broad,  having  a  porch 
joined  to  its  fouth  iide,  and  an  ailc  to  its  north,  all 
•which  are  covered  with  lead,  and  fecm  to  be  much 
older  than  the  tower  ;  the  chancel  is  alfo  leaded,  and 
was  built  by  John  Milgate,  the  laft  prior  of  Buckcn- 
ham,  whofe  monument  remains  in  the  fouth  wall, 
though  it  is  robbed  of  its  arms  and  infcripdon,  which 
remained  in  Mr.  Weaver's  time  ;  for  he  tells  us,  fol. 
850,  that  it  appeared  by  his  tomb  that  he  buik  the 
chancel,  though  there  are  two  grand  millakes  in  his 
relation  of  it,  for  he  is  called  there  Shildgatc,  inftead 
of  ^iilgate,  and  faid  to  be  prior  of  Wymondham, 
inflead  of  Buckenham;  his  arms  are  to  be  feen  on  a 
brick  in  the  chancel  wall,  as  alfo  upon  the  wall  of  a 
houfe  at  Thompfon,  in  which  Roger  Colman,  clerk, 
dwelt,  wiih  the  following  under  them  : 

pcrpdiiis 
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Pcrpttuis  annis,  Milgale  memento  Juhannis. 

And  this  motto  :  —Help  Handis. 

^y  which  itfhould  fccm  as  if  this  houfc  alfo  \va? 
built  by  him;  whether  ihefe  were  his  paternal  arms, 
or  not,  we  cannot  fay,  but  rather  think  they  were  not. 

In  digging  a  grave  for  one  Mr.  Watts,  near  this 
tomb,  they  happened  on  a  vault  dole  to  the  wall,  ia 
which  this  prior's  bones  till  that  time  lay  imdif- 
tuvbed. 

To  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  joins  a  chapel,  or 
chantry,  now  converted  into  a  fchool-houfe,  -and 
veflrv :  it  hath  W.  B.  cut  in  flone  over  the  north 
door;  and  in  a  window  is  a  broken  cmgy,  kneeling, 
and  this  : 

Domifius  micJii  gracia.  in  Domino  conjido. 

A  ftone  before  the  altar  is  robbed  of  a  large  brafs 
effigy  and  four  Hiields,  by  which  we  learn,  that  it- 
was  the  grave-flonc  of  George  tialTet,  (or  Rleverhal- 
fet)  cfq.  who  firft  married  the  daughter  of  J;irncgan, 
and  after  the  daughter  of  L'Edrange;  for  we  hud  in  a 
manufcript  of  Mr.  Anftis's,  maikcd  E.  26,  fol.  ii], 
that  he  is  here  buried  under  a  lair  grave-flonc,  ^vilh 
his  arms  quartered,  and  there  is  no  (tone  here  that 
ever. had  any  arms,_but  this  only,  and  the  W.  B.  cut 
in  flone  over  the  door  of  this  chantry  might  tignifv 
William  BleverhaCfet,  by  whom  i.  ii  very  likely  it 
might  be  founded. 

In  the  nave  are  fcveral  (tones  pillaged  of  their 
braifes,  but  on  a  very  large  one  before  the  dcfk,  the- 
portraitures  ol  a  woman,  and  live  boys,  and  five 
girls,  are  flill  left,  the  inlcription  and  man's  cf-fi2;y 
being  lofl:   under  this    ilonc  it    ia    piobable   R(ig^r 

Dennis 
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Dennis  is  interred,  for  whom,  in  Mr.  Weaver's  time, 
this  was  remaining: 

Orate  pro  anima  Rogery  Dennys,  Scnejchalli  Cajlal  : :  : : 

In  the  chancel  is  a  fmall  altar-tomb  againfl:  the 
north  wall,  having  had  an  cffigv,  infcriplion,  circum- 
fcripiion,  and  four  fliields,  which  are  all  gone: 
Weaver  fays  it  was  ercflcd  for  George  lord  Audley, 
and  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  eail  of  Bath,  and 
indeed  the  arms  on  the  fouch  fide  of  it,  which  are 
painted,  and  now  whited  over,  did  intimatej  that  it 
was  creeled  for  fome  of  that  family,  the  firfl  being 
Audeley. 

Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Mar£^a- 
Tct  Audeley,  his  fecond  wife,  refided  here  in  1560, 
about  which  time  he  adorned  the  windows  of  the 
church  with  the  following;  arms,  fome  of  which  arc 
now  lofl : — Audeley  quartering  Touchet,  in  a  garter  ; 
Audeley  impaling  Bourchier  ;  Lovaine quartered  with 
Audeley,  and  litz-Warrcn ;  Audeley  impales  Ba- 
dclefmcrc,  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Mowbray's 
arms ;  Howard,  Sec.  In  a  gauer,  with  a  ducal  coro- 
net, four  coats  quartered,  ift.  2d.  Howard,  with 
the  augmentation.  3d.  earl  Warren.  4th.  Mow- 
bray.    And  an  infcription,  now  defaced. 

This  duke's  effigy  in  his  coat  armor,  having  his 
hatchment  in  the  garter,  was  three  times  in  one 
window,  but  all  now  gone. 

In  the  eafl:  chancel  window  is  a  large  white  rofe, 
the  badge  of  the  houfe  of  York  ;  and  England  with  a 
label  of  three  points,  arg.  impaling  lord  Talbot, 
quaitcring  ar.  two  lions  paflant  gul.  Mowbray  Cnglc, 
iind  Bioihertou  and  Mowbray. 

An- 
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An  altar-tomb  at  the  wcfl  cjul  ol"  tiic  aile — To 
John  Kett,  late  of  Dijs,  gentleman,  who  died  Ocloher  the 
i/l,  1728,  aged  76  rears ;  a/Jo  Mary,  his  wifi,  w!to  died 
Augujl  the  2\Jl,  17  29. 

There  are  four  old  Hones  in  the  nave  in  (hapc  of 
coffins,  but  no  infcripiioni :  and  on  a  (lone  in  the 
wall  of  the  porch  is  a  horfe  carved. 

Though  there  are  no  memorials  of  any  kind  re- 
maining over  the  places  of  their  fcpuhure,  yet  \\c 
find  from  the  parifli  rcgiftcr,  that  on  the  30th  dav  of 
June,  anno  1593,  ^^^^^  ^vas  buried  ]ane  countcfs  of 
Weflmoreland,  wife  to  Charles  loid  Neville,  ofWcfl- 
moreland,  lord  of  Raby,  Standrop.  Branfpeth,  Wark- 
worth,  Sheryhuton,  and  Midclham,  daughter  of 
Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Surrey,  and  fifter  of  Thomas 
Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk. 

Here  lieth  alfo  Elizabeth  duchcfs  of  Norfolk,  who 
was  buried  the  18th  of  September,  1 '■,()7  ;  fhe  was 
third  wife  to  Thomas  Howard,  louith  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, daughter  of  fir  Francis  Lciboume,  kiit.  and  wi- 
dow of  Thomas  lord  D'Acre,  oi  Gillcii^ud,  and 
Grcyflock,  in  Cumberland. 

Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  died  at  liis  pilace 
here  in  1554,  the  2d  of  queen  Mary,  is  not  buried 
here,  (as  by  fome   affertedj   but   at  Framlingham,  in 

Suffolk. 

On  a  coffin  ftone  aj^ainil   the  chancel,    tho>i':^,h  at 

fome  diftance, — Here  tidh   the  body  0/ Robart  liullon, 

who  died  Jime  the  29///.  helwixt  fix  and  Jeven  oaock  at 

night,  aged  'j^  years. — Though  liicy  were  lo  puuftual 

for  the  hour,  they  forgot  to  inferi  dii  year  of  his  dcaih. 

which  was  in  1 7  i  1 . 

H  This 
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This  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  The  mofl 
eminent  pcrfon  that  this  town  has  produced,  among 
our  authors,  was  Brother  John,  of  Kcnninghall,  who 
became  a  carmelitc,  or  white  friar,  in  the  convent  at 
Norwich,  and  afterwards  was  provincial  friar  of  the 
^vhole  order  throughout  all  England;  he  died  April 
28,  1451,  and  was  buried  in  that  monaflcry.  He 
wrote  divers  treatifes  on  feveral  pieces  of  Ariflotle, 
and  twelve  fermons  upon  Chrifl's  death  and  refur- 
redion,  with  other  works  that  are  now  lofl. 

Bale,  from  Leland,  gives  us  an  account  of  another, 
who  from  his  name  feems  to  have  belonged  to  this 
town,  and  that  was  Peter  Keningall,  acarmelite  friar, 
and  noted  preacher,  of  a  good  lamily,  born  indeed 
in  France,  but  ofEnglifh  parents  ;  he  fludicd  at  Ox- 
ford for  feveral  years,  died  there,  anno  1494,  and 
■was  buried  in  his  convent.  He  wrote  certain  fer- 
mons, or  difcourfes  to  the  people,  and  fome  difpu- 
tations. 

The  commons  belonging  to  this  town  arc  very 
large,  containing  more  than  all  the  cnclofed  lands, 
and  are  thus  called  the  Park  Common,  becaufe  it 
joined  to  the  park,  Southache,  or  Souihaugh,  now 
Southwell  common,  the  heath  of  which  is  appropri- 
ated for  flicep,  (as  the  others  are  for  great  beads)  be- 
fidcs  other  fmall  greens,  which  are  common,  though 
of  no  great  extent. 

The  town  lands  are,  three  pieces  in  Ouidcnham- 
fields,  lett  to  a  farmer  at  Ouidenham  for  10s.  per 
ann.  One  acre  in  Gobbet's-clofc,  lett  to  the  vicar 
(the  rcfl  of  that  clofe  being  glebe)  for  6s.  per  ann, 
Barly-clovc's  hempland,  lying  againll  the  park  com- 
mon, lett  at  7s.  (id.  per  ann.  One  acre  in  Mill-clofe, 
lett  at  65.  per  ann.     One  acre  in  Camping-clolc,  lett 
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at  6s.  per  ann.  }-']\c.  roods  in  Upper  lu;l.Mip;.  aiul 
one  acre  in  PolHwill  Furlong,  leu  at  i(Ji.  ]>i.r  ann. 
liilbridcrc'clofe  about  two  acres,  IvinLr  bv  Huiliii"- 
field,  lett  at  10s.  per  ann. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Gaudy  gave  20s.  a  vcar,  to  be  paid 
out  of  lands  in  Garboldifham,  to  the  poor  o)  K.-n- 
ninghall. 

In  160c;  there  were  370  communicants,  and  now 
(Blomefield)  there  aic  about  114  houlcs,  132  land- 
lies,  and  700  inhabitants.  It  paid  lo  the  tenthb  3!. 
1  OS.  and  is  now  valued  to  the  kin;.^'s  tax  at  1059I. 
15s.  Jt  is  a  neat  compacl  village,  (landing  round 
the  market-place,  which  mufl  have  been  a  very  con- 
venient one  ulien  the  maiket  was  kept  there. 

Mr.  Blomefield  fays,  he  was  lately  informed  that 
there  is  exactly  1  1  acres  and  one  rood  of  glebe;  that 
there  is  a  cup  which  weighs  fix  ounces,  and  a  cover 
of  the  lame  weight  ;  that  the  firfl  bell  weighs  70ulb. 
the  fccond  1000,  the  third  1200,  the  fourth  1400, 
and  the  filth  2300. 

In  1770  the  Rev.  Lewis  Jones  ^vas  prcfcntcd  to 
this  vicarage  by  the  lord  bifliop  ol  Ely. 

LOPHAM  joins  to  the  fou  h  part  of  Kcnnii-ghall : 
what  this  town's  name  fignfi'svve  know  not,  and 
what  is  remarkable,  it  never  altered  its  ipellmg  hour 
the  Conqueror's  time  to  tiiis  day,  lor  in  Doomlday- 
book  we  find  it  the  fame.  In  the  ConfeiTor's  time 
Lopham  was  two  diriiuift  towns,  and  dillcrcnt  ma- 
nors ;  Lopham  Ma-fia,  now  Novih  Lopham.  be- 
longed to  on,  a  free-man,  his  manor  having  thirc 
carucates  of  land  in  demefnc;  and  die  other  Loj.hani. 
called  afterwards  Lopham  Farva,  and  now  Souui 
f  1  2  LophaiUj 
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Lopham,  belonged  to  Alfius,  a  free-man,  vvhofe  ma- 
nor then  contained  two  carucates  in  demcfne.  This 
Alfius  had  a  manor  in  Blo-Norton,  which  in  the 
Conqueror's  davs  he  joined  to  this,  making  it  a 
berewick  toit.  after  which  they  came  into  the  Conque- 
ror's hands,  who  gave  them  to  Roger  Bigot,  earl  of 
Norfolk,  who  joined  ihe  two  Lopham's,  and  granted 
off  the  Norton  part  to  Alured.  an  Englifhman  ;  from 
this  lime  Lopham  hath  continued  as  one  manor 
to  this  day,  though  thev  are  two  diflind  parifhes, 
St.  Nicholas,  and  St,  Andrew,  each  having  their  fe- 
parate  bounds  and  officers. 

Roger  Bigot,  who  was  poGTefTed  of  this  manor 
at  the  furvey,  died  in  1107,  and  was  buried  in 
the  abbev  of  Thctford,  which  he  had  built,  leaving 
William  his  fon  and  heir,  who  gave  the  church  of 
Lopham  10  the  monks  of  Thetford,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  L  which  was  appropriated,  and  then  con- 
firmed to  that  houfe,  with  all  it's  appurtenances, 
by  Henry  II.  This  was  South  Lopham  church, 
which  by  its  conventual  form,  and  Gothic  tower, 
was  in  all  likelihood  built  at  this  time,  and  'tis 
jjrobable  fome  of  ihufe  monks  had  a  cell  here, 
and  fcrved  it  for  fome  time,  and  this  is  the  reafon 
that  this  church  never  had  any  inflitution,  though 
the  monks  quitted  all  their  right  in  it  to  the  lord, 
who  had  a  relcafe  of  it  fiom  the  abbey,  and  added 
it  \vith  the  appurtenances  to  the  re6lor  of  the  other 
church,  who  took  the  cure  upon  him  from  that 
time;  this  mull  be  very  early,  for  before  1340  it 
was  taxed  at  twenty-fix  marks,  a  value  that  mult  in- 
clude the  whole.  This  William  being  fleward  of 
the  houlchold  to  Henry  I.  periflied  wiih  that  king's 
children,  and  divers  other  of  the  nobility,  by  fliip- 
wreck,  as  they  came  from  Normandy  into  England, 
in  the  )car    1119,  leaving  Hugh  Bigot,    his  brother, 
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his  heir,  who  by  king  Siophcn  was  made  carl  nf 
the  Eaft  Angles,  or  Norfolk,  which  was  again  con- 
firmed to  him  by  Henry  II.  together  with  the  ftcw- 
ardfhip  of  that  king  s  houfchold  ;  yet,  notwiihfland- 
ing  all  thcfe  favors,  he  took  part  with  the  earl  of 
Leicefter,  in  the  rebellion  began  by  him,  a  Jicring 
to  young  Henry  (whom  king  Henry  his  father  had, 
crowned)  in  his  rebellious  practices,  but  meeting 
with  no  fuccefs,  he  was  forced  to  make  his  peace 
with  the  king,  for  a  fine  of  1000  marks,  and  not 
long  after  he  went  into  the  Holy-Land  with  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  and  there  died  in  1177,  upon 
which  the  king  feized  all  his  treaiure,  and  retained 
it  in  his  hands. 

Roger  Bigot,  his  fon,  inherited,  who  in  1189  was 
rcflored  by  Richard  I.  to  his  earldom,  ftevvardfhip, 
and  eftate,  upon  paying  a  fine  of  1 000  marks  for 
thefe  favors:  he  died  about  1218. 

It  continued  in  this  family  till  1269,  when  Ro- 
ger Bigot  had  livery  of  that  gieat  inheritance,  but  he 
having  no  illue,  in  1301  fetdcd  all  his  eftate  (except 
the  manors  of  Acle  and  Caflor,  and  the  advowlou 
of  Gcldcftone  church,  in  Clavering,  and  others  in 
Yorkfliire)  upon  Edward  1.  (after  his  and  his  wife 
Alice's  death)  together  with  the  marftial's  rod,  upon 
condition  to  be  rendered  back  in  cafe  he  (hould 
have  any  children;  though  at  the  fame  time  John 
Bigot,  his  own  brother,  and  heii  apparent,  was  living, 
who  by  this  means  was  cut  oH  from  all,  buc  the 
manors  that  were  excepted.  This  Roger,  juinily 
with  Alice  his  wife,  held  this  manor  ol  the  king'sj 
grant  upon  the  fcttleraent,  at  which  time  the  manor- 
houfe  had  a  dcmefne  of  335  acres  ol  land,  13  ot 
meadow,  and  20  acres  of  pafture,  with  a  park,  two 
wind-mills,  and  the  fourth  part  of  Harling-raill :  he 
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clicil    about    1305.    fciicd    of  this    and  many    oiher 
manors,    leaving  John,   liis    brother,   his    next    heir, 
who   inherited   nothing  bat   the    part    excepted,    the 
crtate    going  to    Edward     I.    from   which     time    it 
remained   in  the  ciown    till  Edward  II.    in  the  ninth 
year   of  his   icipn,   gave  it  with    the  left  of  the  '  Bi- 
got   cftatc  to    Thomas    dc  Brotherton,   his    brother, 
whom  he   this    year    created   carl    of  Norfolk,    and 
marfhal  of  England  ;   he  died  in   1338,  leaving  his 
two  daughters  his  heirefTcs,  Alice,  married  to  Edward 
de  Monteacutc,   and  Margaret,   fit  11  married  to  John 
lord  Scgrave,  and    after  to  fir  Walter  Manny,   knt. 
of  the  ciarter.   to  whofe  flrare  this,  among  other  ma- 
nors,    was  allotted:   In    her  right  John    de   begrave 
became  lord  and    patro:i  upon  Thomas    de  Brother- 
ton's  death,  and  held  it    till  he   died  in  1331,   leav- 
ing Elizabeth  his  daughter  and  heirefs,   then  maviicd 
to  John,  Ton  of   John   lord  Mowbray,   though   this 
manor  remained  in   the   aforefaid  Margaret's  hands, 
and    came  to    her    fecond  hufband,    (ir    Walter  de 
Manny,     knc.    who    had    it   till   he   died  in     1371, 
horn  which   time  it  continued  in  the   laid    Margaret 
till  the    e4th  of  March,  1399,  when  flie  died.      She 
was   created   duchtCs    of    Norfolk   for  the  term    of 
her  life,  by  Richard  11.   in  1397. 

It  appears  that  there  were  great  uneafincffes  be- 
tween her  and  the  lord  Segrave,  her  firft  hufband, 
for  flic  went  in  perfon  to  Rome,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  fcntcncc  of  divorce  from  him,  of  the  Pope,  having 
obtained  letters  of  fafc  condud  lor  her  and  her  re- 
liiiuc  of  the  French  king,  notvvithflanding  which 
(he  and  her  fcrvants  were  all  arrcftcd,  and  taken  in 
their  journey,  at  the  infligation  as  was  thought  of 
her  hufband,  who  was  then  under  excommunication 
for  not  going  to  Rome,  according  to  the  Pope's  ci- 
tation, though  he  had  pleaded  that,    being   a  baron 

of 
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©f  England,  lie  was  not  compellable  to  appear  at 
that  court;  by  this  means  he  ftoppcd  her  appear- 
ing again  ft  him  at  Rome  at  the  day  adigncd,  and 
the  matter  afterwards  was  made  up  bciwc-jii  thcin  ; 
at  her  death  it  defcendcd  to  Thomas  lord  Mow- 
bray, duke  of  Norfolk,  her  grandfon,  who  in  1401 
had  this  manor,  though  the  advowfon  and  part  of  die 
demefnes  belonged  to  Elizabeth,  his  mother,  in  right  of 
her  dower  ;  he  never  was  duke,  being  beheaded  at  York, 
with  Richard  Scroope,  Archb.  of  Canterbury,  in  1405. 

John,  his  brother,  being  his  heir,  was  reftored  to 
the  title  of  duke  of  Norfolk  in  1424,  and  dying  in 
1432,  John,  his  Ton,  fucceedcd  him  ;  but  diis  ma- 
nor was  affigned  in  dower  to  Catherine,  his  mo- 
ther, daughter  to  Ralph  Neville,  earl  of  Weftmore- 
land,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  Thomas  Strangc- 
wayes,  efq.  after  that  to  John  vifcount  Beaumont, 
and  laftly  to  John  Widvile,  brother  to  Anthony  carl 
Rivers,  all  whom  were  lords  here  in  her  right;  an 
her  death  John  duke  of  Norfolk,  her  fon,  enjoyed 
it,  and  died  feifed  in  1461,  and  John,  his  fon,  in- 
herited :  he  died  in  1474,  leaving  Anne  his  fole 
daughter,  then  two  years  old,  afterwards  married  to 
Richard  duke  of  York,  Iccond  fon  to  Edward  IV. 
who  was  murdered  in  the  Tower  in  1483,  and 
dying  illuelefs.  it  fell  to  the  fliare  of  fir  John  How- 
ard, knt.  fon  of  fir  Robert  Howard,  knt.  and  Mar- 
garet his  wife,  who  was  one  of  the  two  daughters  and 
co-heireffes  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  firff  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, from  which  time  it  hath  always  attended  the 
fate  of  that  family,  and  is  now  the  eflatc  of  Charles 
Howard,   the  prefent  duke  of  Norfolk. 

This  manor  was  held  as   parcel   of  Earl   Rogers 

barony,     and   in   1285  had   view  of   frank-pledge, 

affize  of  bread   and  ale,  and  free-warren  belonging 
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lo   it.      In  160Q,   the  quit-rents   ucrc  above   21I.  per 
ann.    in    1641   the  park  was  farmed  at  390I.  per  ann. 

The  leet  belongs  to  the  manor,  the  cuftoms  of 
uhich  are,  that  the  fines  are  at  the  lord's  will,  ihc 
copyhold  defcends  to  ihc  cldcfl:  fon,.  the  tenants 
can  build,  and  pull  down,  fell  timber,  and  plant 
on  the  wafle  againll  dieir  own  lands  without  licence. 

Goodson's  Manor,  or  Free-tenement,  in  North 
1  opham,  was  held  of  the  hundred  bv  the  fcrvice  of 
is.  a  year,  to  which  bclorjged  many  copy  and  free- 
holders, the  whole  at  firft  contained  a  carucate  of  land, 
which  was  granted  by  carl  Roger  to  Richard  of 
Lopham,  who  died  in  1194.  in  which  year  Ivo  of 
Lopham,  his  fon.  gave  :;os.  to  have  a  recognition 
of  the  death  of  his  anceflor  for  a  carucate  of  land 
in  Lopham,  againfl  Gundrcd  the  countcfs,  and 
in  iigS  the  faid  Ivo  granted  half  of  the  (aid 
carucaLc,  with  Ivo  the  flcward  of  Lopham.  his  fa- 
mily, and  poftcrity,  to  earl  Roger,  and  Gundrcd 
his  countcfs,  and  agreed  to  hold  the  other  half  of 
them  by  the  rent  of  5s.  a  year,  and  20s.  6d. 
fcutage,  fo  that  now  this  Iree-tcnement,  as  it  was 
then  called,  contained  half  a  carucate  ;  the  5s.  rent 
was  afterwards  rclealed,  and  it  came  10  be  held  of  the 
hundred,  and  not  of  the  capital  manur.  at  is.  a  year 
rent.  In  124S  Henry  of  Lopham,  the  chiriirgeon, 
had  it,  and  in  1335,  Henry,  the  (on  of  Robert  dc 
Ix)pha)n''';  afterwards  it  was  owned  by  John  Good- 
fon,  vicar  of  Pakenham,  whole  name  it  dill  re- 
tains: From  this  family  it  went  to  John  Hawes, 
and   from     him   to    Robert   Leader,      then  to  John 

Leader, 

*  Of  this  family  was  Symon  dc  Lopham,  clerk  in  1354» 
and  Dion ifc  dc  Lophzm,  hiifun,  who  was  a  fdinous  notary 
nublic. 
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Leader,  and  from  him  to  Robert  Warncs  the  elder, 
and  then  to  Robert  Warnes  the  younger,  who  had 
it  in  1635,  by  which  time  the  copyhold  was  all 
manumifcd,  and  the  free  rents  (old  off,  all  but  16s. 
lod.  3q.  a  year.  In  16S4  Robert  Warnes,  fon  of 
the  lafl  Robert,  held  it,  by  ihc  rent  of  1  2d.  a  year, 
in  lieu  of  all  fuit  of  court  to  the  hundred.  It  af- 
terwards belonged  to  Francis  Bogas,  gent,  who 
died  in  i6')2,  leaving  it  to  his  widow,  who  after- 
wards married  Mr.  Samuel  Browning,  of  Thetford, 
and  at  her  death  it  went  to  Mr.  Samuel  Browning. 
his  fon,  who  fold  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Saunders,  of 
Thetford,  but  there  are  no  rents  now  remaininsr. 

The  Rectory  Ma\'or  always  belonged  to  the 
re£lor,  as  it  now  doth,  its  calloms  being  the  fame 
as  the  great  manor  ;  there  is  a  rc£tory  houfe,  and 
forty-fix.  acres  and  one  rood  of  glebe,  in  South 
Lopham,  and  nine  acre*  two  roods  and  an  half  in 
North  Lopham. 

This  re£lory  is  valued  at  17I.  5d.  and  is  flill 
charged  with  firfl  fruits,  and  il.  14s.  ob.  yearly 
teriths. 

South  Lopham  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicho- 
las, being  built  in  the  conventual  form,  the  tower 
is  fquare,  being  a  very  large  Gothic  building  1  ;  ia 
it  arc  fix  good  bells,  the  chancel  is  leaded,  as  is 
the  nave,  fouth  aile,  and  porch  ;  there  are 
no    arms,  nor  infcriptions,  any  where    in   it,  except 

this 

i-  The  tower,  as  before  obferved,  in  all  liJcelihood  was 
built  by  William  Big  >t  about  the  time  he  gave  it  to  Thet- 
ford monks,  but  the  prefent  church  was  rebuilt  long  fince, 
inoft  likclv  by  the  parilh,  when  Nicholas  de  Horton,  redot 
here,  rebuiU  the  chaocel,  be?vyecQ  thp  ycai*  '3^*  and  1380. 
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this  on  a'ftone  in  the  chancel,  very  obfolcte, — Hie  jacct 
dominus  Willus  Lirlmg. 

In   Mr.  Anflis's    book   it    appears   the   following 
arms  were  formerly  here,  viz.    Segrave,   Brotherton, 
Mowbray,  Walter    de   Maney,    Vere,    Ufiord,    and 
arm.  a  bend  gul.  coiized  or.     Cooie,  im- 
paling Harvey, 

Chriftopher  Coote  had  a  leafe  of  this  manor. 
Francis  Coote,  gentleman-ufiicr  to  queen  Elizabeth, 
w-as  buried  in    this  chancel. 

In  the  chancel  the  following  infcriptions  were  for- 
merly on  brafs  plates : — Orate  pro  animabus  Rolandi 
Arfuk,  armigeri,  Jeau^dijilij  Eudonis  Arfick,  militis,  qui 
Rolandus  ohijt  17*.  die  febr.  1497,  et  Margarda  nxons 
ejus,  Jili(e  Thomce  Hunlingjicld,  de  hac  villa  que  quidem 
Margarda  obijt  23°,  die  OHobris,  i486,  quorum  am- 
mabus  propicietur  Dcus,  Amen. 

Orate  pro  animabus  Willi  Novell  de  Afnficld,  armi- 
geri,  et  Einabethe  uxoris  ejvs,  qui  quidem  Willus  ob.  -j". 
diejulij,  1334,  duor :  aiab ;   propicietur  Deus,  Amen. 

In  1526  Robert  Saundcrwas  buried  in  this  church, 
who  gave  20s.  towards  the  repairs  of  the  flecple. 

North  Lopham  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew 
the  Apoflle,  the  tower  is  fquare,  having  five  bells  in 
ic ;  it  was  begun  to  be  rebuilt  about  1479,  but  was 
not  finiflied  till  about  1526,  for  till  that  time  moft 
that  died  here  left  fomething  towards  it;  there  were 
certainly  a  great  number  of  benefa^lois,  the  initial 
letters  of  the  names  of  the  principal  ones  being  carv- 
ed in  the  ftone-work  on  the  fouLli-fide,  John  Kailli, 
ihe   principal   undertaker's  name,  being   at  length. 

Ihc 
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The  nave  and  chancel   are  thatched,    the  fouih  ailc 
leaded,  and  ihe  louth  porch  tiled. 

In  the  fouth  window  of  the  chancel  a  bifliop  m 
his  pontificalibus  is  rcprefcnted  as  dead,  lying  along. 

In  the  church  is  a  black  marble—For  Francis  Bo- 
gas,  gait,  who  died  the  bih  Day  of  July,  anno  Dom. 
1692; — with  his  arnas. 

Here  were  two  guilds,  one  dedicated  to  St.  John, 
the  other  to  St.  Peter,  which  were  endowed  with 
lands  ieized  upon  by  the  crown,  in  the  1  ft  of  Ed- 
ward VI.  and  fo  continued  till  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary,  in  the  3d  and  4th  year  of  iheir  reign,  gave 
them  to  Thomas  Reeve,  and  George  Calton,  who 
fold  them  the  fame  year  to  Thomas  Brooke,  and 
William  Woodferme,  who  fold  them  again  immedi- 
ately to  the  inhabitants,  who  now  enjoy  them,  viz. 
a  tenement  and  half  an  acre  at  die  wefl  end  of  the 
church-yard;  three  acres  of  land  in  North  Lop- 
ham;  the  firft  is  called  St.  Johns  Acre;  becaufe  it 
belonged  to  that  guild,  and  lies  in  Weil,  or  Wiibulh- 
furlong.  The  fccond  is  St.  Peters  Acre,  fo  called 
for  the  fame  reafon ;  this  abuts  upon  the  common 
towards  the  weft.  The  third  is  called  Lamp  Acre, 
and  abuts  on  the  glebe,  and  was  given  to  maintain  a 
lamp  burning  in  the  church,  all  which  arc  now 
held  of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Giecnvxich,  by  fealty  only, 
without  any  payment,  and  were  fettled  to  the  ufe  of 
the  poor. 

In  1412  fir  Edmund  Noon,  knt.  lord  of  Shelf- 
hanger,  granted  a  tenement,  called  Elwine's,  and 
thirteen  acres  of  land,  part  of  his  demefnes,  to  Ri- 
chard Boffe,  to  be  held  free  by  him  and  his  heirs  for 
ever,  by  the  payment  of  a  red  rofe  every  Midfum- 
mcr-day,    at  Shelf  hanger  manor  j    all  which  lands, 

with 
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ivuh  others  joined  to  them,  he  gave  to  this  town  to 
repair  (he  church  for  ever;  from  which  time  it  hath 
been  held  by  leoffees,  as  it  now  is,  and  the  profits 
:apphcd  to  that  ufe,  it  being  now  lett  at  81.  per  ann. 
Ecfides  thefe,  here  are  other  lands,  kc.  bcloiii'in2:  to 
the  inhabitants. 

The  other  town  lands  are  lett  at  i  2I.  per  annum, 
whereof  il.  10s.  a  year  lies  in  Garboldifliam,  and 
il.  a  year  in  South  Lopham.  Here  is  a  town- 
houfe  inhabited  by  five  poor  people. 

In  1 696  Mrs.  Mary  Williamfon,  of  Garboldifham, 
gave  a  meadow,  called  Stulp  Meadow,  in  Garbol- 
difliam, and  another  meadow  adjoining  to  it,  to  this 
parifh,  the  churchwardens  of  which  are  annually  to 
receive  the  rent,  and  to  bind  out  a  poor  child  every 
year  to  a  trade,  and  if  there  be  no  poor  child  in  the 
parifh,  then  they  are  to  lay  it  out  to  cloath  the  poor 
people  of  the  faid  parifh. 

South  Lopham  hath  an  cflatc  of  30I.  a  year  at 
^\^ortham,  in  Suffolk,  which  was  given  by  one 
Purdy  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  if  there 
was  any  overplus,  to  charitable  ufes,  fuch  as  the 
feoffees  would  apply  it  to,  for  the  good  of  the  town; 
the  houfes  and  the  greatefl  pan  of  the  farm  is  free- 
hold. 

Tradition  has  it,  that  Purdy  was  a  Wortham 
man,  and  a  leper,  and  gave  his  eflate  to  this  town, 
bccaufe  they  were  willing  he  fliould  be  buried  among 
ihein,  which  Purdy  was  not ;  but  this  being  a 
common  flory  told  in  mofl  places  where  there  are 
gilts  of  this  nature,  wc  look  upon  it  as  tradition 
onlv. 

Here 
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Here  are  tliree  fmall  cottages  for  the  poor,  by 
whom  they  are  now  inhabited. 

This  town  hath  alfo  fixty  acres,  called  ihe  Friih, 
taken  off  the  cominou  by  the  lord's  confcnt,  of  whom 
they  now  hold  it  ;  it  is  mar(h  ground,  and  lett  at  81. 
per  ann.  the  income  of  which  is  given  to  the  poor, 
by  the  feolfees,  every  Chriflmas  and  Eafter. 

Alfo,  a  meffuage,  barn,  and  fixteen  acres  of  free- 
hold land,  lying  in  the  parifli,  now  rented  at  i  ',1. 
per  ann.  fettled  to  repair  and  beautify  the  church  for 
ever,  and  before  the  tenure  of  knight's  fervicc  was 
aboHQied,  it  paid  fcutage  and  a  relief  of  2S.  2d.  ob. 

Not  many  years  fmcc  the  inhabitants  purchafcd 
a  freehold  eftate  in  Dickleburgh,  rented  at  81.  a 
year. 

The  commons  contain  as  much  land  as  the  whole 
town  befide,  on  all  which  North  and  vSouth  Lojjhaiu 
are  joint  commoners,  but  no  other  pariflics  intcrcoin- 
mon  with  them;  they  are  called  die  Great,  or  Miil- 
common,  North-green,  North-common,  and  the 
Fenn-common,  and  the  inhabitants  heretofore  had 
all  Chimbrook-meadow  for  common,  which  they 
granted  to  the  lord  to  make  his  hfhery,  agreeing  to 
quit  all  right  of  commonage  in  it,  and  on  all  other 
the  lord's  wartes  on  the  eafl  fide  the  Hundred-ditch, 
and  Park-banks,  for  which  the  lord  agreed  to  lay 
them  out  an  equivalent  of  other  lands  upon  th.-ir 
Great-common,  which  was  dune  accordingly,  le- 
lerving  the  trees,  furze,  and  bufhes,  growing,  or 
which  fhould  ever  hereafter  grow  on  the  kinds  lo  laid 
out,  which  privilege  the  lord  flill  enjoys,  the  h-mdi; 
being  then  called  the  Severals,  and  now  tlie  Allands, 

or  Ollands. 

In 
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In  former  times  this  town  was  mofl  wood,  though 
now  it  doth  not  more  abound  with  it  than  its  neigh- 
bouring towns ;  for  it  appears  from  a  fine  fued  in 
1383,  th:;it  there  was  then  great  plenty.  In  that  year 
the  countels  of  Nerfolk  fettled  fixty  acres  of  wood, 
and  the  pannage  and  keeping  one  boar,  and  twenty- 
four  fwinc,  in  her  park  here,  with  liberty  of  gather- 
ing acorns  for  three  days,  with  twenty-five  men,  on 
herfelf,  for  life;  remainder  to  the  countefs  of  Pem- 
broke, for  life  ;  after  to  fir  John  Haftings,  knt.  earl 
of  Pembroke,  her  fon,  and  his  heirs;  remainder  to 
the  heirs  of  the  countefs. 

The  honor  of  Clare  extended  into  this  town,  there 
being  divers  lands  here  formerly  held  thereof. 

Robert  de  Cantuaria,  reflor  of  Lopham,  was  chap- 
lain to  Edward  II.  archdeacon  of  EfTex,  prebend  of 
Cumb,  in  the  church  of  Wells,  and  of  Mapefbury, 
in  St.  Paul's  church,  London,  in  1331,  and  died 
about  1333. 

There  palTcd  a  decree  about  1370,  that  neither  the 
re^lors  of  Lopham,  nor  their  farmers,  fliould  pay  any 
tithe  to  Gaiboldifliam,  though  the  lands  lay  in  that 
parifh. 

Thomas  Atte-Wode,  reclor  here,  was  warden  of 
Gonvile-hall,  in  Cambridge,  in  1426,  which  he  held 
to  1454;  he  was  the  firfl  benefajftor  towards  building 
the  hall  of  that  college,  and  the  wardens  old  room. 
Dr.  Caius  (by  miftakc)  calls  him  Cotwood. 

In  Feb.  2,  1546,  the  right  Rev.  John  Salifbury, 
fuffragan  bifhop  of  Thetford,  was  prcfented  by  the 
king;  and  during  the  rebellion  in  the  time  of 
James  I.  Thomas  Ellis  got  poffelhon  of  this  reftory, 

who 
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who  held  it  by  ufurpation  till  16G3,  but  u-a-^  tlicn  dr- 
prived  by  fix  jurtices,  upon  ihc  a6l  for  holding  ana- 
baptiflical  enors,  and  rciuling  to  baptize  inlants. 

June  11,  1713,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Hall,  A.  M. 
was  prefented  by  Thomas  duke  of  Noifoik,  who 
fome  time  after  fold  the  patronage  to  Dr.  Hill,  who 
hath  obliged  his  heirs  for  ever  to  prefent  a  fellow  of 
St.  John's  college,  in  Camlridgc.  Sir  Rowland  Hill 
is  now  patron.  Mr.  Hall  publiflied  a  volume  of 
fermons,  and  another  of  catechiflical  Icdurcs,  in  oc- 
tavo, and  a  fcrmoii  on  the  peace. 

In  1  760  the  Rev.  Borlafe  VVingfield  was  prefented 
to  the  confolidated  rectory  of  Lopham  St.  Nicholas, 
and  St.  Andrew,  by  the  Rev.  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  bart. 
of  Hawkftone,  in  Shroplhire. 

This  town  is  remarkable  among  the  country  people 
for  the  three  wonders,  (as  they  they  call  thcmj  ;  the 
firft  is,  the  fclf-grown  (lile,  being  a  tree  grown  in  fucli 
a  manner,  that  it  forms  a  regular  flilc,  and  ferves  for 
fuch  in  a  common  foot-path.  The  fecond  is,  the 
ox-foot  flone,  which  lies  in  a  meadow  fo  called;  it  is 
a  large  ftone  of  the  pebble  kind,  on  which  is  the  faif 
impreffxon  of  an  ox's  foot,  which  feems  to  be  natural ; 
the  fable  of  it  is,  that  in  a  great  dearth  (no-body 
knows  v/hen)  there  came  a  cow  conftantly  to  that 
place,  which  fuflered  herfelf  to  be  milked  (as  long  as 
the  dearth  laflcd)  by  the  poor  people,  but  when  that 
decreafed,  flie  flruck  her  foot  againft  that  flone,  which 
made  the  impreffion,  and  immediately  dilappeared. 
The  third  is  called  Lopham-ford,  at  which  place  the 
rivers  Little  Oufe,  and  Waveney,  (ihofe  difagrecing 
brethren,  as  Spelman  calls  them)  have  their  rile,  and 
thou2:h  there  is  no  srreatcr  divifion  than  nine  feet  of 
ground,  yet   the    former  goes  weft  by  Thciford  ta 

l.\nn. 
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Lynn,  and  the  latter,  in  a  dire£l  contrary  courfc,  bv 
Difs,  and  fo  to  Yarmouth,  including  this  whole 
county;  Leland  calls  it  Lopham-market,  (without 
any  authority)  and  fays  that  it  belonged  to  Richmond 
fee,  being  led  into  that  error  by  its  being  the  place 
where  the  gaol  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk's  liberty  was 
kept,  of  which  Swaff  ham  is  the  head  town  in  this 
county,  where  the  coroner  for  the  liberty  generally 
refided,  and  that  town  belonging  to  Richmond  fee 
might  poihbly  lead  him  into  this  miftake. 

QUIDENHAM,  or  Quiddenham,  is  the  next 
town  eaflward  of  Harling ;  the  church  of  this  vil- 
lage is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  the  apoftle,  and  is  a 
redory,  charged  in  the  king's  books  at  81.  4s.  gd.  iq. 
It  hath  a  redory-houfe,  fixty  acres,  one  rood,  and 
fixteen  perches  of  glebe.  It  was  valued  in  the  Nor- 
wich taxation  at  ten  marks,  and  the  temporals  of  the 
prior  of  Buckenham  were  taxed  at  6s.  8d. 

In  1603  the  re£lor  returned  in  his  anfwer  to  James 
I.   that  there  were  eighty  communicants  here. 

The  church  is  a  fmall  building,  having  its  nave, 
chancel,  and  fouth  porch,  tiled ;  the  fouth  aile  and 
north  doimitor)',  leaded,  a  fraall  fleeple,  round  at 
bottom,  and  odangular  at  top,  in  which  arc  three 
bells. 

A  mural  monument  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chan- 
cel, with  the  arms  of  Crompton,  impaling   Holland, 
— For  Kalherine    Holland,    wije  and  rdiB  of  Robert 
Crompt07i ;  Jlie  died  A^ov.   1633,  ^^  Mildenhall,  in  Suf- 
folk. 

A  mural  monument  at  the  north -eaft  end  of  the 
north  wall,  with  Holland  impaling  Panton, — Jn  me^ 

mory 
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mory  oj  Lady  Alathea  Sandys,  dctughur  of  John  Panloti, 
(Jq-firji  married  with  William  lord  Sandys,  nflcricards 
yjifk  fir  John  Holland,  -who  died  May  22,  167J, 
aged  69. 

Under  this  is  an  altar-tomb  covered  with  a  black 
marble,  with  Hollanel,  Kncvct,  and  VViginore, — lo 
Sir  Thomas  Holland,  knt.  loho  died  February  5,  1623, 
aged  48. 

A  black   marble   on  the  floor,  by  this  tomb, — To 

lady  Holland,  the  fecond  loifc  of  fir  Thotnas  Holland^ 
and  wife  to  Mr.  Edward  Barker,  buried  in  the  year  1648, 

On  a  mural  monument  againfl  the  north  chancel 
wall,  more  weft,  with  Holland  and  Panton, — Sir 
John  Holland,  who  ereMed  this  monnment  for  himjelf  1  7 
years  before  his  death,  maryed  the  Lady  Alathea  Sandys ; 
he  wasfent  a  comniiffioner  from  the  parliament  to  K.  C. 
the  Firfi,  and  received  marks  of  royal  favanr ;  he  lived 
an  honour,  as  ivell  as  bcnfaclor  to  his  family,  being  cvu" 
nent  for  his  perticidar  abilities  and  integrity,  and  dyed  the 
\<^th  of  Jan.  1700,  after  he  luas  created  baronet  72 
yeares,  and  in  the  g$th  yeare  of  his  age. 

In  a  fouth  chancel  window  is  die  effigy  of  the  Vir- 
gin holding  a  wafer,  on  which  is  this :  Hi  v:Jue  ye. 

Upon  old  ftalls  in  the  chance!  arc  the  arms  nf 
Vere,  Bardolph,  Harling,  Plantagcnet,  Garnllh,  Uf- 
foid,  Sec. 

In  the  parfonage  window  is  an  eagle  fnatchinga 
piece  of  a  facrificc,  with  fomc  of  the  hre  fticking  to 
it,  which  being  carried  to  her  neft,  Hres  it,  and 
burns  her  young;  under  the  flaming  neft  is  the  fol- 
lowing;  - 

I  So 
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So  lei  hiw  frnre,  ivhoeere  lie  he  that  dare 
Purloin  God's  tribute,  and  the  churches  Jliare. 

And  round  the  o\al  is  this  : — It  is  dtjlruclive  to  de-^ 

vour  that  which  is  'noly. 

Here  arc  ihirtccn  acres,  three  roods,  and  twenty 
perches  of  town  land  in  divers  pieces,  all  which  (with 
tiic  glebe]  are  abuttalled  in  a  furvey  of  the  manor, 
taken  m  15S7.  The  rent  \vas  5I.  per  ann.  paid  to 
the  church-wardens  and  overfcers  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  repairs  of  the  church. 

The  vicar  of  Kenninghall  hath  two  acres  of  glebe 
in  Ouidenham -field,  in  the  furlong  between  Semerc 
and  Redmere,  and  three   roods  in  Brymicye-furlong, 
intermixed  with  the  lands  of  Mr.  James  Fofler ;   and 
Kenninghall  parifli  hath   one    acre   and   three  roods, 
in  divers   pieces  in  the   field.     At  the    furvey  afore- 
laid,  the  yearly  out-going  rents   of  the  manor  were 
thefe  ;   to  Kenninghall  manor,  for  Hockham's  tene- 
ment    in    Ouidenham,     16s.    8d.    for  Thomas   At- 
bridge's   tenement  there,     16s.  5d.    for  the    ioldagc 
and   pafluring   of    the   lords   flock  of    Ouidenham, 
upon  the    ling    of   Kenninghall,    three    days    in    a 
week,    IS.  to  the    fame  manor    for  the  going  of  five 
fcore  fliccp   more   upon  the   fame  ling  6s.  8d.  to  the 
hundred    court   at    Michaelmas    4s.    fuit    fine  4d. 
blanch  farm  2d.  to  the  fheriff's  turn  6d.   for   froward 
rent  to  be   paid  on  Whit-Sunday  sd.   In  ail    2I.   ^s. 
1  id.   To  Banham  manor  yeaily  44s.  alio  4s.  5d.  ob. 
free-rent    2d.    for   forwath,   5s.    for  pailuring  great 
beads    on    the    moor,   5s.    and  3    capons,    lor   200 
fliccp  going    on   the  moor,  from   Lammas    lime  till 
weaning,  and   fhack    in   the  adjoining  field,   to  th« 
manor  of  Bokenham  4d, 

Th« 
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The  Mecr,  called  Scmcrc.  belongs  to  tliis  m:inor, 
two  thiids  of  which  is  in  this  parilh,  and  the  red 
in  the  parifli  of  Kenninghall  ;  it  contains  about 
fourteen    acres  of  water,  and  had  a  decoy  formerly. 

Rcdcmcre,  or  Rccdmcre,  lies  on  the  light  hand  of 
the  road  to  Kenninghall,  and  is  now  quiic  grown 
up,  there  being  no  remains  of  it,  but  a  iiirgc  reedy 
fvvamp. 

The  hall  is  a  good  feat,  plcafantlv  fimntcd.  la 
the  library  there  was  a  line  Millal  vviih  this  wrote 
in  it : 

Virgo,  parens  vixif,  JtxaginUi  tiihus  annis, 
Quatuor  tt  dccim  Juit  in  partu  [alutari, 
Triginta  Iribus,  aim   nato  T/xernf  ejus, 
Terque  decern  annis,  pojtquam  Deiis  ejlra  pelixiat. 

In  the  dormitory  of  tlie  church,  on  the  north 
fide,  there  arc  fevcn  cofTins  of  lead  :  1.  Sir  John 
Holland,  the  firft  baronet  of  the  familv.  s.  la^ly 
Alethea  Sandys,  his  wile.  3.  Thomas  HoHnud. 
efq.  of  Bury  Sl  Edmund,  their  fon.  4.  Sir  John 
Holland,  hart,  his  fon.  r^.  Latlv  f^cbccca  Palhm, 
his  wife.  6.  Sir  William  Holland,  baa.  ihcir  fon, 
7.  Elizabeth  Holland,  his  filler. 

In  1723,  at  the  bottom  of  the  lime  pics  in  ihii 
parifli,  was  found  a  large  copper  incda!,  thus 
circumferibed,  Ax'TOMNtrs.  P.  P.  T  R.  coss.  ni. 
on  the  reverfe  a  genius,  and  S.  C.  by  which  it  leeuis 
as  if  the  Romans    had  woiked  in  thel'e  pits. 

Th-'s  town   paid  to  the   tenths    3I.    los.   is   novv- 

aileffed    at    274I.    los.    and    hath   nine  buaf.-s,  ;;iid 

""  1   2  about 
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about  fifty  inhabitants.     Leet-fcc    to   the  hundred  is 
i2s.  per  ann. 

Quidenham,  Cuidenham,  or  Guidenham.  undoubt- 
edly fignifies  Villa  Guidonis,  or  the  country  feat  of  one 
Guido,  or  Guy,  but  who  he  was  we  know  not, 
one  part  of  it  was  Godvvic's,  a  free-man,  under 
the  proteftion  of  the  abbot  of  Bury,  who  held  it 
three  years  after  William  I.  came  into  the  realm  ; 
but  Godwin  Awnd,  a  man  of  carl  Ralfh's,  unjuflly 
took  it  from  him  ;  the  foe  was  at  firfl  in  Kenning- 
hall,  it  was  worth  15s.  and  after  30s.  it  was  then 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  lomr,  and  a  mile  broad,  and 
paid  1  yd.  iq.  geld,  being  at  the  furvey  in  the  king's 
hands,  who  had  taken  it  from  Godwin,  and  com- 
mitted  it  to  earl  Godrick's  care. 

Another  part  was  given  by  the  Conqueror,  to 
be  held  at  a  fee  and  half,  to  William  dc  Albany, 
eail  of  Arundel  and  SuiFcx,  who  gave  one  fee  of  it 
to  VVarine  de  Munchenfie,  who  granted  it  to 
Miles  Haflin2,s,  aoainft  whom  William,  fon  of 
Warine  dc  Munchenfie,  in  1194,  brought  his 
a^lion  to  recover  it,  but  to  no  purpofc ;  this  was 
after  held  atone  fee  of  the  Munchenfics,  lords  of 
Winfarthing,  and  their  fucccflbrs,  who  held  it  of 
Euckenham-cafUe. 

The  other  half  fee  was  given  by  the  faid  earl, 
in  the  time  of  Henry  I.  to  the  monks  of  Reading, 
in  Berkfhire,  in  pure  alms,  who  were  obliged  to 
giant  it  to  Ralfh,  firnamed  the  Great,  (Magnus) 
conditionally,  that  he  and  his  fuccellors  iliould  for 
ever  pay  an  annual  rent  of  one  mark,  for  the 
health  of  his  own,  his  anceflors,  and  fuccelTors 
fouls,  to   make  a   good  dinner,  or  rcpafl,  in  that 

convent, 
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convent  t,   on  his  uncle  JofcclineVannivcrrarv.      It 
contained  a  carucate   of  luo    acres  of  land  in  Qui- 
dcnham,     Kenninghall,   and    Attlcburgh,  and    forty 
acres  in  Riddlefworch.   and  divers  rents"^  and  fcrviccs, 
with    common    of  pafture   on   all   the   commons  in 
Ouidenhmm,     and   a    fold-courfe    there :    From    thii 
Ralfh   it    came   to  Brian,   his    fon,   who  fettled  it  on 
William    de     Hockham,     for    life,     and    in      iigS 
Wiraar,  his   fon,   had  it  confirmed  to    him  and    his 
heirs,     by    William   Earl   of   Arundel    and   SufiTcx, 
from  whom  it  was  called 

Hockham's  Manor,  or  Free-Tenement.  John, 
anodier  fon  of  Brian,  agreed  to  this  confirmation, 
and  in  1200  VVimar,  and  John,  jointly  convevcd  it 
to  Miles  Haftings,  of  Ouidenham,  who  joined  it 
to  his  other  part,  with  which  it  now  continues  ;  it 
was  always  held  of  the  manor  of  Kenninghall,  as 
of  the   cadle  of  Buckenham. 

One   manor    and    moiety  of    the    advowfon    be- 
longed to   Bury   abbey,  with  the   whole    fock  of  it, 
in   the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  was  in  the  abbot's 
hands  till    Baldwin,  abbot  there,  infeolfed  his  bro- 
ther  Frodo  in  it,   in  the   Conqueror's  time,  who  in- 
feoffcd  Jofceline,  who    held  it   at  the    furvey ;  this 
Jofceline  »vas  firnamed  dc  Loddene,  or  Loddon,   and 
was   uncle    to   William    de  Albani,   earl  of    SulTex. 
In    1196    Ernald   dc     Charneles    had    it,     betvvcen 
whom,  and  Sampfon   abbot  of  Bury,    there  was  a 
fine   le\-ied   this  year,   by    which    he  acknowledged, 
that  he  held  it  at  one  fee  of  the   abbot,   by  the    Icr- 
vice  of  2os.  fcutage,  and  calUe-guard  to  Norwich  ; 
it   then    extended   into  Ouidenham,   Aclc,  Turifton, 
Elingham,     and  Norton,    and   in    1199    it   was  in 

I  3  Miles 

t  The    donations   of   this  nature,     in  colleges,  arc  now 
called  excsedingSt 
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Miles    dc   Hnftings,    a   younger    fou  of  VVilliam  de 
Haltings,   fleward  to  Henry  I. 

^.liics,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  lord  in  1264,  being 
then  married  10  Dionife,  daughter  of  Peter  Gold- 
in^ton,  of  Goldington,  in  BedlordOiire,  Jn  the 
roll  of  the  rebels,  and  adverfaries  to  Henry  111.  and 
prince  Edward,  his  fon.  after  the  battles  of  Lewes 
and  Evefiiam,  this  Miles  was  found  to  be  one, 
being  then  lord  and  patron,  and  holding  eighty 
acres  in  demefhe,  all  which  were  fcized,  it  being 
proved  that  he  had  taken  'the  barons  part  ;  it  was 
afterwards  reftored,  as  all  thole  cdatcs  were  which 
were  fcizcd  udou  this  account  ;  his  brother,  William 
de  Halijngs,  lived  here.  Miles  de  Haflings,  fon  of 
Miles,  was  lord  of  Stoke-Goldington,  and  Caven- 
difli,  in  Suffolk,  Elesford,  m  Oxfordfhirc,  and  Dayle- 
ford,  in  WorceRerOiirc,  in  which  family  they  con- 
tinued till  after  1343.  In  1355  John  de  Harling 
purchafcd  a  third  part  of  the  manor  and  advowfon 
.of  William  Furncaux,  of  Sheffield,  who  married 
one  of  the  three  daughters  and  co-hcireffes  of  Miles 
Haflinp,s,  and  another  third  part,  anno  1362,  of 
Jir  William  de  Ingaldefdioipc,  knt.  and  Eleanor  his 
'.vife,  and  in  1371  the  oilier  third  part  of  Tho. 
Caus  and  James  de  Heigliam,  by  which  means 
he  had  the  whole  innnor,  from  which  time  it 
pa{fed  as  Eaft  Harling,  till  fir  Edmund  Bcdingfield 
lold  Harling,      and   continued    this   in   his   family. 

Falconer's  Manor  was  made  up  of  different 
parts;  it  bclon<icd  at  the  {ur\ey  to  Roger  Bigot, 
and  went  to  Walter  Bicrot.  of  Forncct,  a  vouniier 
brother  of  that  family,  and  from  him  to  Richard 
Bigot,  his  fon,  who  conveyed  a  part  to  Ralfh  of 
Kenninghall,  called  the  Falconer.  Edmund  de  Bcllo 
Campo;  or  Beauchamp,  had  thirty  acres  of  it,  and 

the 
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the  moiety   of  the  advou Ton  ;  he  Lft  it   to  John   de 
Beauchamp,  his  ("on,   who  in    12S7,   by  deed  cniolf 
led   in    the   Kings-bench,     granted    it  to    Edwaid, 
fon   of   fir  William   Charles,   knt.  of  whom   it  was 
purchafed  by  Miles  Haflings,  who  joined   it  to  his 
manor,   and   fo  had  the   whole   advovvfon :   Another 
part   went    to    Simon  Bigot,  who  was  lord  in  12S0, 
John  le  Falconer  being  then  lord  of  Richard  Bigot's 
tenement.       In    this   year    Richard  le    Baxter,    and 
Agatha  Maynwaryn,  arc  faid  to  have  a  manor  here, 
but  it   was  only  a  part    of  Maynvvar\  n's    manor  in 
Eaft-Harling,  that    extended   hither,  and  foon  after 
John    le   Falconer  got   Simon   Bigot's   part,   and   ^o 
became  lord    of  both  ;   William    Haflings,  of  Qui- 
denham,  gave    Simon    Falconer,    father   of  John,  a 
meffuage  and  lands    here,   which   he  added    to   this 
manor  and   Maud  de  Haflings  conveyed   a  quarter 
of  a  fee  out  of  her  manor  to  him,   this  whole  manor 
being  then  held  of  her    manor    at    half  a  [cc,  and 
paid  20S.  relief,  and  from  the  time  it  was  purchafed 
by  Ralfh  le   Falconer,   and  always   went  as   Falcon- 
er's manor,  in  Eafl-Harling, 

The  manor  which  belonged  to  the  family,  fir- 
named  de  Quidenhara,  was  joined  to  this  by  one 
of  the  Falconers.  William  de  Ouidcnham  lived 
in  the  time  of  Henry  JI.  Hugh,  who  died  m  1319, 
was  the  laft  of  this  family  that  was  lord,  though 
it  did  not  cxtinguifh  till  after  1400,  for  then  Wil- 
liam Ouidenham    lived  at  Ouidenham. 

The  family  firnamed  De-pontc  de  Ouidenham. 
or  atte  Brygge,  continued  here  from  the  time  of 
Henry  III.  to  about  1300,  and  had  a  free-tenement 
held  of  Kenninghall  manor,  at  16s.  ^d.  a  year, 
which  is  now  joined  to  the  other  manor;  and  thus 
all  the  manors  and  free-tenemcms  became  joined  in 

I  4  ^' 
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fir  Henrv  Bcdingfiekl,  knight  of  thebaih,  in  right  6f 
the  heircfs  of  ihe  Tudenhara's  ;  he  left  it  to  Peter 
Bcdingficld.  his  fourth  fon,  who  fettled  here:  he 
Iiad  two  wives ;  by  his  lall,  wlio  was  daughter  ot 
John  Moninges,  of  Greynford,  in  Kent,  he  had  John 
Ikdingfield.  cfq.  his  fon  and  heir,  who  married 
Ahce,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Kervile,  of  Wigenhall 
Sr.  Mary's,  who  out-lived  him,  and  after  married 
fir  John  Snlyard,  knt.  who  was  lord  here  in  1350, 
lier  fiifl  hufband  dying  Jan.  1,  i.'',43:  at  her 
death  Hnmprhey  Bedingficld,  efq.  her  fon,  became 
lord,  who  in  1572  fold  it  to  John  Holland,  gent. 
and  his  heirs. 

Holand,  or  Holland.  This  honourable  family flou- 
rlflicd  in  the  time  of  the  Confcffor,  and  took  their 
name  either  fiom  Holand,  in  Weft  Derby  hundred, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaftcr,  or  from  Holand  in 
IJncolnfhire,  both  which  were  the  anticnt  poffef- 
iions  of  this  houfe.  Sir  Otho  de  Holland  lived 
before  the  conqueft.  and  left  fir  Stephen,  his  fon, 
whole  ■  grandfon,  lir  Ralph,  lived  at  the  conqueit, 
and  held   divers    lauds  of  the  Conqueror's  gift. 

Sir  Robert  dc  Holland,  knt.  who  was  fummoned 
abaion  of  parliair.ent,  July  29,  in  the  Sth  of  Ed- 
ward ll.ai/w  1314.  founded  the  priory  of  Black 
Monks  at  Holand  in  Lancafliirc  ;  by  his  wife, 
Maud,  daughter  and  co-heiiefs  to  Alan,  lord  Afliby 
de-la-Zouch,  he  had  a  numerous  iCfue ;  his  eldelt 
fun,  Robert,  was  a  baron  in  parliament  in  the  time 
of  Eduard  III.  r^nd  and  dying  without  iffue  male, 
left  only  Maud,  married  to  John  Lovcll,  of  lich' 
.niarOi,  afieiwards  Lord  Lovell. 

i     Sir  Otho,   Otes,   or  Eton   Holland,  knight    of  the 
garter,    was  at  the  ficge  of   Calais,  attended  with 

three 
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three   efquires,  where   he    was    taken  prifoner  r.  lie 
bore  a    crofs    patee    ^n\.    upon  the    fliouldcr  of  his 
lion,     for     his     gcniilitial     difliniuon  :    fir    Thomas 
Holland   alio    was  at   that    fici^'c,    attended   bv  four 
efquires,    and    four  archers    on    horfeback.  he    was 
fumnioncd  as  a  baron  in  parliament  the  27th  of  Ed- 
ward   III.  and  was  carl  of  Kent,  and   baron  Wake, 
of    Liddell,   in    right  of  Joan,    his  wife,    fifler    and 
heirefs  to  John  Plantagenct,  earl  of  Kent,  and  of  his 
wife  Margaret,  hiter  and  heir  to  Thomas  lord  Wake, 
which   lady  afterwards    married   the   Black   Prince. 
From   this  Thomas  proceeded   the   Hollands,  earls 
of  Kent,  one  of  which    was  advanced  to   the  di"-- 
nity    of    duke   of    Surrey  ;    and  by  a  younger  fon, 
the   dukes    of    Exeter,    and    earls   of    1  luniinrrdon, 
fome  time    enjoying  the    title    of  Earl  of  Ivory,  in 
Normandy,    and    Edward    Holland,    Earl    of  Mon- 
taigne: The   line    of  Kent  expired   the  9th  of  Ed- 
ward IV.    for  want  of  male  iffue,   as  did  alfo  about 
that   time    the    lines   of   Exeter  and    Huiuingdon  ; 
their   lives  are   written    at  large  in    Mr.   Dugdale's 
Baronage,    from  fol.    73,    to   lol.    83  of  the  (ccond 
vol.  for  which  realon  there   is  no  occahon  to  repeat 
it  here. 

The  fourth  fon  of  fir  Robert  de  Holland,  firlt 
mentioned,  was  John,  who  by  the  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  fir  Andrew  de  Medeftcde  was  progenia 
tor  to  the  Hollands  of  Wcare,  in  Devonfhirc,  his 
5th  fon  was  William  of  Denton,  in  Lancafliirc.  and 
from     him     branched    the    Hollands     of  Clifton, 

and 


f  From  the  roll  of  the  knights  that  were  with  the  noble 
and  viftorious  prince,  King  Kdward  ;1I.  in  his  wan  in  France 
and  Normandy,  and  at  his  winning  of  Caea  and  Calais.  lu 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Gooeh  WaiteSj  of  Lynn. 
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and  fiom  them,   by  a   fccond  fon,  the  Hollands  of 

Siucon. 

Brian    Holland,    Efq.    of    Denton-hali,    was   the 
full    of  the  family    that  fettled  in   Norfolk. 

Among  the  evidences  of  the  Hollands,  there  is  a 
very  large  genealogical  table  of  the  family  of  the 
Hollands  in  Lincolnflaire,  from  which  houie  all  the 
families  of  this  name  are  defcended.  It  was  col- 
lefted  by  George  Holland,  one  of  the  family,  in 
1563,  and  continued  fince  to  1601.  It  begins  thus: 
*'  Eftovingh::ill,  here  enfueth  the  pedigree  of  the 
*'  HoUandes  of  the  houfe  of  Eftovenhall,  in  the 
*'  partes  of  Holland,  in  the  countie  of  Lincolne, 
•'  and  do  dwell  there,  without  alteration  or  change, 
•'  eythcr  of  houfe  or  name,  by  xiiith  defcent  before 
"  the  conqueft,  Sec." 

Sir  Ralph  Holland,  who  defcended  in  a  dire6l  line 
from  that  fir  Ralph  that  lived  in  the  Conqueror's 
time,  was  entombed  in  Swinefliead  abbey,  in 
Liacolnfhire,  anuo  1262,  as  were  alio  others  of 
this  noble  family. 

In  1340  Thomas  Holland  married  the  Devilijh 
Dame,  called  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  fir  Piers  Tcm- 
pcfl,  knt.  he  fpent  his  life  in  the  Holy-land,  and 
came  home  but  every  7th  year;  Thomas  Holland 
was  firfl  comptroller  of  the  houfehold,  and  after 
treafurcr  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  Hamond 
Holland,  his  brother,  was  firft,  apprentice  in  London, 
and  after,  by  great  ccnjcciures  *,  was  thought  to  be  of 
great  authority  under  the  Grand  Turk. 

-  The 

*  Vide  Bloraefidd, 
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"  The  country  of  Holland  being  at  the  Con- 
quefl  very  lliong,  b)'  abundance  ol  waters,  ihc 
Hollands,  the  Welles,  and  the  lords  of  Kvinc, 
being  corsfcderate  together  (as  old  men,  from  niaii 
to  man  have  credibly  reported)  kept  out  the  Con- 
queror by  force,  till  at  length  he  had  it  by  com- 
pofition  and  agreement,  that  they  fliouid  keep  their 
lands  fliil,  and  fo  the  grant  to  the  Hollands  at  that 
time  from  the  Conqueror  t." 

But  to  return  to  the  Norfolk  family.  Brian  Hol- 
land, of  Dcnton-houfe,  in  Lancafliirc,  ef([.  hved  iQ 
the  lime  of  Henry  Vil.  vvhofc  fon.  John  Holland, 
gent,  of  Worivveli-hall,  in  Reddcnhall,  in  Norfolk, 
fervant  and  truftee  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  died 
Feb.  10,  1542.  His  eldefl  fon  was  John  Holland, 
a  divine,  exiled  by  Ou::en  Mary  for  his  religion, 
whofe  fon,  PhilemoTi  Holland,  D.  D.  the  great 
tranflator,  was  born  about  1551,  and  had  two 
Tons,  1.  Hcmry  Holland,  author  of  the  Heroologia 
Anglica,  born  about  15S2,  alive  1640;  s.  a 
younger  brother,  author  of  Iloilandi  Fifihuma. 
•^' Brian  Holland  of  WortwcU,   efq.  efcheator  of  Nor- 

fork, 

t  Geor;;e  Holhnd's  account  of  his  own  family. 

*  Thuanus  in  his  hiltory,  vol.  2.  p.  520,  f-ys,  that  one 
Brian  Holland  was  executed  in  1969,  by  Catlyn  the  chief 
juftice.  for  the  confpiracy  in  uh'th  the  duke  of  Norfolk  was 
principal,  (whofc  family  the  Hullands  fcrved  f.,iihful!y, 
being  ihcir  truftces  and  chief  managers  of  their  eltate  in  this 
countyj  :  whether  he  means  this  Brian,  wc  cannot  pofiuvely  fay, 
but  imagine  he  docs,  and  if  fo,  his  being  executed  is  a  mif- 
takc,  for  we  find  a  pardon  paiTed  the  feal  Murchd  1,-73, 
by  which  the  queen  out  of  her  abundant  grace,  at  the  humolcs 
requeftof  John  Holland,  efq.  pardorcd  Brian  Holland,  late 
of  Redenhall,  gent,  his  father,  and  Edward  FiQicr,  late  of 
Cringlcford,  yeoman,  who  were  indifted  for  being  in  a  con- 
fpiracy  with  John  Applcyard,  of  Norwich,  efq.  John  Throg- 
«)orton,  of  the  fame,  gent.  George  Redman,  late  of  Cringle- 
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folk,  in  ihc  year  1549  married  Kaihctine,  daugli- 
ter  and  heircfs  of  Peter  Payne  of  Roudhani,  in  Nor- 
folk, who  died  in  1583,  and  ieft  Roudliam.  New- 
hall,  and  Trufbutt's  inanois  10  her;  their  fon  and 
heir,  John  Holland,  of  Wortwcll,  efq.  in  the  year 
1386,  is  commended  as  an  ingenious  painter,  in  a 
book,  called"  the  excellent  Art  of  Painting,"  page 
20.  He  purchaled  Ouidcnham,  and  Buckenham 
park,  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  fir  Edmund 
Windham,  of  Felbrigg,  by  whom  he  had  fir  Tho- 
mas Holland,  of  Ouidenham.  knt.  and  of  Wort- 
well-hall,  who  died  Feb.  25,  1629,  aged  forty-eight 
vcars;  he  was  buried  here,  and  died  lei  fed  of  Sex- 
tons manor  in  Icklingham,  with  the  advowfon  of 
St.  James's  church  there.  He  Was  knighted  by 
James  I.  at  Greenwich,  May  24,  1628:  he  married, 
iiifl,     Mary,    daughter    of  hr   Thomas   Knevet,     of 

Afhvvellthorpc, 

ford,  gent,  and  Thomas  Brook,  late  of  Rollefbv,  gent,  with 
abundance  more,  unlawfully  alfemhled  at  Cringlefoid,  on  the 
24th  of  June,  in  tke  12th  year  of  her  reign  (which  was  1569, 
the  fame  year  that  Brian  is  {aid  to  have  futTered,)defignii>g 
trcafo  ;ab!y  to  compafs  the  queen's  death,  and  to  make  opea 
war  againil  her  in  her  realm,  and  that  they  put  fuch  conf[  i- 
racy  in  effed  on  the  25th  day  of  June,  at  Troivfe  in  the  faid 
county,  and  at  divers  other  times  and  places  in  the  county, 
with  arms  oftenfive  and  defenfive,  "  as  hand-gonnes,  daggers, 
piiloleis,  privic  coats,  and  coats  of  defence,"  and  tliat  at 
Tro.vfe  on  the  faid  day,  and  at  other  times  and  places,  they 
openly  declared  thefe  words,  "  \Xc  will  procure  the  commons 
"to  rife,  and  expiilfe  the  ilnmgcrs  out  of  the  cyty  of  Nor- 
"  wiche,  and  other  places  in  Kngland,  and  when  we  have  le- 
'•'  vied  a  powre,  v\e  will  Icke  about  us,  and  fo  many  as  will 
"  not  take  our  parte?,  we  will  hang  them  up:"  And  the  faid 
Brian  and  Edward  Fifher,  with  Chriftopher  Platers,  of  Nor- 
wich, gent.  Clement  Harwardc,  of  the  fame,  gent.  Anthony 
NoUoth,  of  Yarmouth,  gent,  and  John  Rochcficr,  of  Norxvich, 
yeoman,  well  knowing  the  traiterous  defigns  of  Appleyard 
ind  his  rebels,  and  their  intentions,  yet  went  to  Cringlcford 
on  the  2  4ih  of  June,  to  be  aiding  and  abetting  to  their  trca- 
for.ablc  defigns. 
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Aniwelkhorpe,  knt.  fbe  died  in  childbed  ;  fecoiid.  Mai  v, 
daughter  and  f'ole  heircfs  of  fir  Edward  VVigmoie, 
of  Twickenham,  in  Middlcfcx,  knt.  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  John  Holland,  bom  at  Aniwelkhorpe 
in  the  year  1603,  was  receiver,  chief  ftcward,  and 
keeper  of  the  earl  of  Arunders  park  at  Kcnniii_:2,liaU 
in  1626,  created  hart.  June  15,  in  the  fifili  year 
of  Charles  I,  1629,  being  the  2SSth  baronet'  by 
creation  ;  he  died  here  in  1700;  his  wile  was  Alathca. 
daughter  and  co-heirefs  of  John  Panton,  of  Biin- 
fap,  in  Denbighniire,  widow  of  William  Iprd  San- 
dys, of  the  Vine  in  Hampfhire:  By  her  he  had  le- 
veral  children  ;  the  eldelt,  Thomas  Holland,  ¥.(([. 
died  before  his  father,  in  the  vcar  i6j8:  bv  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  Mead,  of  Lofts,  in  Elfox, 
cfq.  he  had  fir  John  Holland,  of  Ouidenham,  bare, 
who  married  lady  Rebecca,  youngell  daughter  of 
William  Pafton,  of  Oxnead,  earl  of  Yarmouth, 
and  had  iffue,  firft.  Charles  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
young ;  fccond,  fir  Williati)  Holland,  of  Ouiden- 
ham, bart.  married  to  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Uptun, 
a  Spanifh  merchant;  third,  liabella-Diaua  Holland; 
and  fourth,  Charlotte  Holland,  fole  hcirelfcs  of  hr 
William  Holland,  who   died  without  illue. 

Ouidenham  was  the  ancient  feat  of  fir  \Villia:a 
Holland,  bart.  who  at  his  deccale  left  two  fillcrb, 
Ifabella-Diana,  and  Charlotte  Holland,  his  heir- 
cffeii,  who  in  1731  preientcd  the  late  rector,  .Mr. 
Hall,  to  this  living,  on  the  refignadon  of  the  Rev. 
James  Baldwin,  a  learned  divine,  redor  of  Buawcll 
and  Carleton-Rode. 

Mr.  Briflol,  a  Portugal  merchant,  and  brother  to 
the  widow  of  the  late  earl  of  Buckinghamlhire,  and 
lather  to  Mrs.  Hobart,  wife  of  the  honorable  Hcniv 
Hobart,    youngcft   broiU*^-  to    the    prefcut    eail   ol 

Bu^kin^ham, 
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Buckiiigliara,  purchafcd  Ouidenham  of  the  Holland 
lamilv. 

The  late  eail  of  Albemarle,  commander  in  chief 
of  his  majtfly's  forces  at  the  reduction  of  the  Ha- 
vannah  in  1762,  and  knight  of  the  garter,  pur- 
chafed  Quidenhain,  with  the  manor,  and  whole  town, 
of  Mr.  Brii^ol.  His  lordfliip  married  a  daughter  of 
iir  John  Miller,  bart.  of  Chichefter,  the  prefcnt  dow- 
ager lady  Albemarle,  and  left  a  fon  by  her,  George, 
the  prefent  earl  of  Albemarle,  a  minor. 

Ouidenham  park  was  greatly  nnproved  by  the 
late  earl  of  Albemarle,  is  a  fine  fituation,  and  for 
water  and  wood  may  vie  with  moft  of  the  parks  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk.  The  houfe  is  a  good  old 
family  houfe:  probably,  had  the  late  carl  lived,  he 
would  have  built  a  new  one,  having  fo  many  beauti- 
ful fpots  in  the  park  to  fct  it  upon,  and  indeed  the 
many  plantations  he  enriched  the  park  with  feem  to 
Lave  been  arranged  with  that  defign. 

Kenninghall  church  and  village,  and  the  village 
of  Eccles,  adjoining  to  Ouidenham,  feem  as  formed 
and  traced  out  on  purpoie  to  give  additional  beauty 
to  the  park  at  Ouidenham,  by  the  fine  profpeds  they 

afford. 

RIDLES WORTH  is  a  reaory  to  which  Gaflhorpe 
is  confolidated,  both  being  fworn  of  the  clear  value 
of  4SI.  gs.  ob.  and  at  4I.  13s.  4d.  in  the  kings 
books.  It  haih  a  re^ory-houfe,  and  twenty-nine 
acres  t^hree  roods  of  glebe. — The  temporals  of  Thet- 
loid  monks  here  were  taxed  at  10s. 

This  town  is  called  in  Doomfday-book  Redcie- 
fuuorda,   thai  is,   the   u^ord^  or   village,    abounding 

witli 
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with  reeds  ;  ii  belonged  to  Orgar,  a  ficc-man,  at  ihe 
Confeffors  furvey,  and  to  Hmnfrey,  Ion  o\  Albciic, 
at  the  Conqueror's,  who  had  only  this  in  liae  county  ; 
it  was  half  a  lcac:;ue  lon^,  and  as  much  broad,  and 
paid  1  id.  ob.  geld. 

This  afterwards  became  the  lordOiip  of  Ralph  Pe- 
%'erell,  of  whofe  honor  of  Pevcrell  it  was  held  at  the 
fourth  part  of  a  fee. 

In  1  255  Jeffrey  Tregoz  held  this  manor  of  the  king 
at  a  quarter  of  a  fee,  of  whom  Peter  de  Mcalings, 
or  Melding,  of  Burflon,  held  it  by  that  fcrvice ;  this 
Peter  in  1249  ^^^^  fettled  it  by  fine  on  Henry  de  Ba- 
thonia,  juflice  itinerant,  and  Philip  de  Flcgg  re- 
leafed  his  right  to  him ;  Aliva,  relicl  of  Henry,  died 
in  1273,  leaving  it  to  |ohn,  her  fon  and  heir,  who 
in  1276  was  fummoned  to  attend  Edward  I.  in  his 
expedition  againft  the  WclOi:  in  1290  he  held  it  of 
Remigius  de  Melding;  and  John  dc  Bathun  dyinj 
this  year,  left  only  Joan,  his  daughter  and  heircis, 
who  married  John  de  Bohnn,  or  Boon.  In  1279  it 
was  held  of  Simon  dc  Furneaux,  as  of  his  manor  of 
Middle  Harling,  who  held  it  of  Robeitdc  Moutcak, 
and  he  of  Remigius  de  Melding. 

In  1330  Thomas  le  Archer,  reclor  of  Elmfete,  and 
Richard,  his  brother,  were  lords ;  and  tliis  year  they 
fettled  it  by  fine  on  Roger  le  Archer,  of  Floclon.  iii 
right  of  his  wife,  Agnes,  heirefs  to  John  de  Buhun. 

In  1345  Roger,  fon  of  Roger  le  Archer,  held  it  of 
Tregoz,  and  he  of  the  king. 

In  1384  fir  John  Roos,  knt.  prcfcnted,  and  had  it 
in  right  of  Beatrice,  his  wile,  the  heirefs  of  Roger  Ic 
Archer,  who  prefentcd  in  1393,  being  then  z  v,:do\v; 
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at  her  death  ihcir  two  daughters  inherited  ;  Ann  mar- 
ried Thomas  Sakevyle,  and  Cecily,  Chriftopher 
L'ERrange,  efq.  on  whom  it  was  fettled  by  fine,  for 
their  lives;  remainder  to  Thomas  Sakevyle,  and. 
Ann,  his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  it  being  now  held  of. 
Thomas  Rookcs,  efq.  who  held  it  of  John  duke  of 
Bedford,  as  parcel  of  Richmond  honor. 

Thomas  Rookes,  fon  of  the  faid  Thomas,  became 
lord  and  patron  about  14^56,  whether  in  right  of  Eli- 
zabeth, his  wife,  or  not,  we  cannot  fay,  and  fo  con- 
tinued to  1315;  and  then  fold  it,  and  levied  a  fine 
to  firWilliam  Waldegrave,  and  fir  Philip  Calthorpc, 
knts.  from  which  family  it  came  to  the  Drurys'''', 
who  took  their  name  from  a  village  in  Normandy, 
whence  their  anccftor  came  with  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  had  no  other  name  than  that  of  Drury ; 
his  Ion,  John  Drury,  efq.  fettled  at  Thurflon,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk ;  at  which  place  John,  his  fon, 
Henry,  his  grandion,  and  John,  his  great  grandfon, 
lived  many  years.  Henry  Drury,  of  Thurflon,  efq. 
fon  of  the  laft  John,  had  two  wives;  by  Hawife 
Greene,  of  Biukway,  his  fitft  wife,  he  had  three  fons, 
tjie  two  youngell  of  which,  viz.  NIgell,  wasfheriff  of 
London,  and  fir  Roger  was  parfon  of  Bradficld,  in  Suf- 
folk ;  John  Drury,  oflhurflon,  efq.  the  eldefl  foil 
and  heir,  raanicd  Amablc,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Newton,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  fir  Roger  Drury, 
parfon  of  Beketon,  and  Nicholas  Drury,  of  Thurflon, 

efcj[. 

*  There  is  (fays  Biomeficld)  an  exceeding  fine  pedigree  of 
tl-iis  family  in  lady  Drury's  hands,  with  all  its  numerous 
branches,  in  which  the  lives  and  honorable  adlions  of  many  of 
the  family  -re  fct  forth  at  large  upovi  good  authority,  the  deeds 
and  records  being  quoted  for  what  is  faid  ;  but  having  no  op- 
portunity to  make  proper  extrafts,  I  could  add  nothing  to  this 
account,  (which  I  had  coUeStd  before)  clfe  fhould  not  have 
jpj'ilfcd  by  fuch  an  ancient  family  in  fuch  a  curfory  manner. 
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cfq.  his  cldefl  fon  ;ind  heir,  who  mat  i  itv!  [unn.  (IaiiG;htcr 
andheircfs  of  fir  Simon  Saxham,  of  Thnrllon  afmc- 
faid,  by  whom  he  had  three  foiis :  fir  Ro^cr  Driiiv, 
ofRougham,  in  Suffolk,  knt.  was  his  cldell  fon;  he 
and  his  defccndants  bore  die  jjaternal  C(jac,  as  it  had 
hitherto  been  ahvays  borne,  without  a  crofs  lau,  but 
with  a  hibcl  of  three  points,  as  the  cognifancc  of 
the  cidcll  branch:  Job.n  Drury,  the  third  fon,  bore 
the  fame  arms,  with  his  proper  difference  :  Nicholas 
Drury,  of  Saxham,  the  fecond  fon,  went  to  dae  H"lv 
Land,  at  which  time  he  added  the  ciofs  cau  to  his 
arms,  which  he  after  bore,  as  did  a!l  his  defccndanis  ; 
he  married  Joan  Heath,  of  Mildenhall,  bv  whom  he 
had  two  fons;  Henry  Drury,  of  Ickworth,  efq.  his 
eldeft  fon,  and  Roger  Drury,  of  Hauflcd,  in  Suflblk, 
liis  fecond  fon,  who  had  three  wives ;  by  Amy,  his 
iirft  wife,  he  had  no  iffue;  Ann,  his  third  wife,  was 
.daughter  and  coheirefs  of  WilHam  Hanningficld,  of 
Suffolk,  and  by  Felice,  daughter  of  William  Dcn- 
flon,  of  Belliiorpe,  in  Norfolk,  he  had  three  fons 
and  one  daughter,  viz.  John,  his  cldefl  fon;  Wiliia-n 
Drury,  of  Beflhorpe,  his  fecond  Ion,  from  whom  dc- 
fcendcd  the  Diurys,  of  Bjllhorpc;  Catherine,  mar- 
ried to  fir  Henry  L'Eflrange,  of  Hunftanton  ;  and  fir 
Robert  Drury,  of  Halfted,  or  Haufled,  knt.  privy 
counfellor  to  Henry  VII.  his  third  fon,  married  Ann, 
eldeft  daughter  of  fir  William  Calthorpe,  knt.  froin 
whom  the  Drurys,  of  Ridlefworih,  are  delcended. 

Sir  Robert  Drury,  of  Egerly,  in  Bucks,  fecond  fini 
of  fir  Robert  Drury,  of  Rallied,  prelented  here  ai 
truflee  to  his  fon  and  daughter,  and  died  about 
1575  ;  he  fought  a  duel  with  his  coufin,  fir  William 
Woodhoule,  of  \V.txham,  in  which  both  were 
wounded. 

K  Sir 
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Sir  Drue  Drury,   of  Linfled,  in  Kent,  knt.   gentle- 
man ufher  of  the  privy  chamber  to  queen   Elizabeth, 
third  Ton  of  Sir  Robert  Drury,  of  Egerly,  died  April 
29.  1O17,  aged  99  years,  and   was  buried  here;   he 
built   Ridlefworih-haJi,  and   was  the  firft  of  this   fa- 
mily that  fcLtled  there;   he  was  one  of  the  keepers  of 
Mary  Oueen  of  Scots  before  fhe  was  beheaded,  and 
lomc  time  governor  of  the  Tower.      Sir  Drue  Drury, 
his  ion  and   heir,  was  born  Oclober  7,    1588;   mar- 
ried the  2Sth  ol  June,  iGoS  ;  created  baronet  the  7th 
of  M3y,  1627,  and  died  in  1632  :  by  marriage  bot-li 
moieties  of  this  eftate  was  brought    into  the  Drurys. 
He  was   fucceeded  by    fir    Drue  Drury,  bart.  whofc 
fon,  fir  Robert  Drury,  bart.  died  April  7.  1712,  with- 
out ifluc  ;  he  married  for  his  third  wife,  Diana,  daugh- 
ter of  G.  Vi!et,  of  Pinkeney-Hall,    in    Norfolk,  efq. 
who  held   the    manor  and  advowfon  for    life.    The 
Rev.  Mr.  Wake  married  a  fificr  of  lir  Robert  Drury's, 
whofe  fon,   Mr.  William  Wake,    alter   lady   Drury's 
death,  was  heir  to  the  eflatc.      Sir  William   Wake, 
bart.    of    Courteen-hall,  in  Northamptonfliirc,    and 
member  in   parliament    for    Bedford,    is   the  prcfcnc 
propiictor,    and   lord  of  Ridlcfworth. 

The  Icet  belongs  to  the  hundred,  the  lect  fee  being 
23.  and  all  liberties  belong  to  the  lect,  the  lords  of 
this  manor  never  claiming  any,  it  not  being  once 
named  in  the  returns  to  the  quo  warrantos.  The 
m.anor  pays  a  rent  of  7  s.  per  ann.  to  the  duke  ot 
Norfolk,  as  to  his  hundred  of  Guiltcrofs.  There 
was  a  rent  of  id.  a  year  paid  to  the  lord  of  Middle 
Harling  manor,  of  which  it  was  held  by  the  faid  pay- 
ment, and  fuit  of  court,  for  which  Thomas  Sakevyle, 
lord  of  Ridlefworth  in  1472,  was  diftrained,  as  was 
fir  Drue  Drury,  knt.  in  1589,  and  again  in  1598, 
when  he  had  two  horfes  fcizcd  for  this  and  oihcr 
lenis,  for  lands  he  held  in  Ridlcfworth. 

The 
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Tiic  cuftoins  arc  iliefc  :  die  fldofl  (on  is  liptt,  a-al 
t'lic  fine  is  at  tlie  lours  will.  Tliis  manor  is  bcco:n« 
very  fmall,  the  whole  town  beiii;^;  purchufcd  in,  lo 
that  theie  are  not  abn\c  loui  oi  five  acres  hclJ  hv 
copv  ot  court  roil  ci   it. 

Here  arc  (Blomefield)  three  honfes,  and  about 
thirty  inhabitants  ;  ii  is  now  allcllcj  a.i  i;ol.  to  (be 
land  lax. 

The  family  fntiamcd  de  Rcdclcfworth,  or  Ridlel- 
iivorth,  is  very  ancient,  and  had  a  good  cflate  hcie, 
and  in  Gadhorpe,  where  ihcy  were  Ibme  lime  IouIj. 
ib  early  as  13 So. 

In  1289  Peter  de  Redelciwonh  had  a  tenement 
and  lands  of  the  gift  of  Robert  dc  Moniealt,  lord 
of  the  hundred,  which  he  held  by  knight's  (crvice, 
and  3s.  4d.  relief. 

In  1371  Thomas  Peter  de  Ridlcfworth  wac  lord  of 
Gafthorpe,  and  Wellhall,  and  dicd  in  1422. 

In  14<>8  Thomas  de  Ridelefwortli  fettiedliis  m.-mor 
of  Wefihall  on  fir  Witliam  Bcrdcweli,  and  Rubric 
Berdewell,  his  fon,  who  inherited  about  J450.  Ag- 
nes and  Margaret,  (iUcis  of  the  laid  Tboir.AS.  dyiii;; 
iviiliout  ilFue. 

In  the  hall  there  are  fevcrai  family  piaurr*,  lomc 
of  which  are  much  injured,  and  a  curious  old  paint- 
ing on  board,  contaiiung  ten  perior.3,  each  having 
his  arms,  or  a  cypher,  over  his  head,  and  an  infcrip' 
tion  at  his  feet.  ).  Johannes  de  Lacy,  conflablc  ul 
Chcfler,  and  firft  founder  of  St.  Bcnnei's  abbey,  ai 
^tanlow'e,  in  Chefliiie.  2.  Roger  de  Lacy,  coufijbltr 
of  Cbclter,  the  kcovA  foui7dcr  of  ilui.  abbey.     3. 
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John  dc    Lacy,  earl   of  Lincoln,  the  diird*  founder. 
4.   Edmund  de    Lacy,    earl   of  Lincohi,   die  founli 
founder.      5.    Henry  de   Lacy,  earl   of  Lincoln,  the 
fifth  founder,  who  tranflated   or    removed  the   reli- 
gious of  this  abbey  to  Whalcy,  in  Lancafliire.    6.  St. 
Thomas  earl  of  Lancafter,   fon-in-lavv   and   heir  of 
Henry  de   Lacy;   D'Anglctetre  Lambell  de  Fraunce. 
7.  Henry  Grifmond,    carl  of  Lancafter,    brother  and 
heir  of  St.  Thomas.      8.   Henry,    the  firft  duke    of 
Lancafter,   fen  and  heir  of  Henry  earl  of  Lancafter. 
g.  John  of  Gaunt,  fecond  duke  of  Lancafter,  brother- 
in-law  and  heir  of  Henry  duke  of  Lancafter:   gul.  a 
caftle  or.  (he   being  king  of  Caftile)  quartering,  or. 
a  lion  ramp.  az.    10.  Henry  IV.   third  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,   and  king  of  England:  arms  of  England. 

James  earl  of  Defmond,  anno  1600.  Mr.  Henrye 
Birde,  preacher,  ^7^20  1583,  atat.  66.  Sperojed  7ion 
Jpiro. 

Mr.  Thomas  Alderfey,  ^77770  158s,  atat.  66. — Sir 
Robert  Drury,  knt. — Robert  Drury,  efq. — Drue 
Drury,  amio  1536,  eclat.  24,  Dtoit  et  dcvaunt. 

Sir  William  Drury,  lord  chief  juftice  of  Ireland, 
by  whom  hangs  an  old  plan  of  Edinburgh  caftle, 
and  two  armies  before  it,  round  which  is  this:  "  Sir 
*'  William  D  urye,  knt.  general  of  the  Engliftie 
"  wanne,  Edenburghe-caftle,  1573."  ^"  the  picture 
is  this":  "  Sir  William  Druryc,  knt.  marftiall  of  Bar- 
•  *'  wicke,  lord  general  of  this  jorny,  and  after  lord 
"  prefident  of  Munftcr.  and  laftly  died  lord  juftice  of 
"  Lland,  anno  1379."  The  cicft  and  arms  of  Drury, 
without  the  tau,  with  fourteen  coats,  all  which  are 
imperfed. 

The 
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The  arms  of  the  following  pcifons  arc  alfo  inoa  of 
them  imperfca,  but  their  names  remain,  all  which 
were  with  the  lord  general  at  the  fiege : — Mr.  Henry 
Killigray,  ambaffador;  fir  George  Carle,  knt.  fir 
Thomas  Cecil,  eldcfl;  fon  to  lord  Burleigh;  fir  Fran- 
cis Trufbill,  knt.  fir  Henry  Lee,  knt.  Mr.  Mizhacl 
Caric;  Mr.  Henry  Carie;'  Mr.  William  Knowles, 
afterwards  knight;  Mr.  Dieyr;  Mr.  Cotton;  Mr. 
Thomas  Sutton  ;  Mr.  Kelwaye  ;  fir  William  Se'lbyc  ; 
Mr.  Tilney  ;  fir  William  Killegray. 

Ann  Drury,  1597,  «•/.  12.— Frances  Drury,  1597, 
at.  1 1. 

Sir  Walter  Mlldraay,  knt.  a(.  52,  15(5 — Virtute 
nonvi. — Sir  Francis  Ruffell;  fir  Robert  Bell,  lord 
chief  baron,  at.  41  ;  lady  St.  John,  1599;  lady  Ca- 
tharine, countefs  of  Hundngdon. 

A  pi6lureof  one  of  the  Jermyn  family,  on  which 
is  the  crefl;  and  arms  of  Jermyn,  Rufhbrook,  Heven- 
ingham,  Jervill,  Giffing,  Redfham,  Reppcs,  Bm-- 
goine,  and  BoceQiam. — Motto, — A'ec  ah  oriaitc,  ncc 
ab  occidcnte. 

Frances  countefs  of  Hertford,  1396.  Edward 
carl  of  Hertford,  1580.  Peregrine  lord  Wiiloughby, 
of  Erfeby.  John  lord  of  St.  John  of  Bletfoe.  Mr. 
George  Ailington,  en  Dim  eji  tout,  with  his  crefl  and 
arras. 

A  man  writing  thefe  words : — De  governourc  veut 
gratia. 

Anno  1601,  atat.  24,  and  thdc  imperfect  vcrfes: 
Sardanapalus  ait,  pereunt  mortalia  cuncla, 

Ut  crepitu :  podice  difilicns 

K  3  (l"<^ 
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Ona  ptrcunt fugiuntque  /mnhmafumo : 

Aurca  qwiin iiilnifi  Juinus  erunt. 

At  vicns  cuila  viro,  pojljunera  clanor  extat 
»._.-- vana  volal. 

An  archbirhop  of  Cantciburv,  vviih  this  motto  : — 
Vutcit  qui palitur,  atat  68. — C?ihcrn>e  JadvDrur)-.  Sir 
DrueDrury,  km.  atai.  6S,  1^99- — ^^^^>^  ^^  dcvaunt. 

Sir  Drue  Dnuy  that  built  the  hnufc  ;  his  wife  on 
one  fide,  a  ladv.  daughter  of  Lo^  ell,  on  the  other 
fide;  his  arrr.s  on  the  houfe  are,  Druiy,  with  the  tau, 
quartering  Finch,  W'aldegrave,  impaling  Dcrham, 
ouartering  gul.  a  chcv.  vair,  fab.  k.  arg,  between 
lincc  crowns  of  the  fecond. 

The  church  hath  a  fqiiarc  toxver  and  one  bell  ;  the 
nave  and  fouth  porch  are  thatched,   the  chancel  tiled. 

1ji  1474  Thomns  Nclde.  of  this  town,  held  three 
acres  freehold  of  Middle  Harling  manor,  to  the  ufe 
ut  this  parilb,  to  repair  the  church  for  ever. 

In  the  chancel,  sgainfl  the  fouth  wall,  is  an  altar- 
tomb  of  black  and  white  marble,  on  which  is  thia 
inlLripiion  : — Mcnorice Jacra  Kobcrti  Drury,  baronctti, 
filij  Drugonis  Drury,  barunelii,  antiqua  projapia  oriundi, 
muUis  rdro  faculis  pnedara,  ingenij  dotibus  ornaii,  poli- 
tivre  liUratura  imbnti,  tres  duxit  iixores,  iertia  fuit 
Diana,  JiliaGcorg!J  Vilely  de  Pinkncj-Hall,  in  comitatu 
Korjolcice,  arviigeri,  qua  pidaie  vera,  er  amcre  conjugali, 
hoc  rnonvmentum  pojuil ;  obijt  vigejjiviojeplimo  dieApriln, 
cuno  Doviini  1712,  atatisJuce-^^°. — Diury  impahng 
Vilct. 

On  two  flat  marbles  at  the  altar,  Drury's  arms  and 
creft,  injpaling  Harfnet. — Hac  licth  the  body  oj Dame 

Elinor 
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Elinor  Drurf,  Jccoiid  daughter  of  Somud  Harfiift,  of 
Great  Franjham,  in  jXoiJvlk,  ejq.  the  relicl  of  [Villiam 
Marjham,  of  Stratlon  StiawUy,  gnit,  the  ftcond  wife  of 
fir  Robert  Drury,  (f  RidUfwonh,  in  the  countv  of  j\'or- 
folk,  hart,  toko  was  unfortunately  killed  in  the  fatal  hur- 
ricane, J\''ov.  the  2]th,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1703. 

FIfher's  arms  in  a  lozenge, — In  memory  of  the  I'iom 
and  virtuous  Mrs.  Mary  Fifier'"',  lohoje  foul  took  her 
flight  to  heaven  in  the  furious  hnrricane,  on  Act',  the 
2]th,  1703.  This  monument  of  rejpecl  is  dedicated  Ly 
Iter  true  and  faithful  lover,  Anthony  Drury,  of  Mendham, 
in  Norfolk,  gent. 

In  the  eaft  chancel  window  is  a  hatchment  with 
the  arms  of  Drury,  cjuariering  Harfnet,  and  Maifliam. 

Againft  the  norih  chancel  wall  is  a  fine  monu- 
ment for  fir  Dine  Drury,  ^vhofe  effigy  is  in  ar- 
mor, in  a  kneeling  poflure,  under  a  canopy  fupportcd 
by  two  angels  ;  a  book  lies  on  a  dcfi<.  before  liini, 
the  monument  being  adorned  uiili  the  lums  of 
Drury,  and  other  families ;  Drury  alfo  impales 
Wingfield,  Dcane,  Botefer,  &:c. 

*  CondignD5  famse  &  memoriae  fiicrum,  nobilis  &: 

*  illuftris  viri  Drugonis  Drury,  miliiis,  fiiij  icrtij 
'  Roberti  Drury,  de  Egerly,  in  comiuuu  liucking- 
'  ham,  filij  fecundi  Roberti  Drury,  dc  llafled,  in  co- 
'  mitatu    Suftoike,     militum,    reginx   Elizabethx,  a 

*  primo  regni  anno,  folius  filentiaiij,  delude  Jacobo 
'  regi  noflro,   &    anno    1596,  praifidis  Turris  Londi- 

*  ncnfis,  (annos  nonaginta  novem,  fumma  cum  laude, 
'  Sc  integritate  complevit)    bis  conjugio  conncxi,  pri- 

K  4  '  "io 

*  Tl^.efe  two  ladies  were  killed  as  they  lay  together  in  bed, 
by  a  fall  of  a  ftack  of  cbimnies, 
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mo  DominEe  Eliza?  :  Woodhoufc,  filij  Philippi  Cal- 

thorp,    miliiis,    iccundo,  Kaibavin^e   Finch,   filij    &: 

'  lucrit-Ie  Guliclmi  Finch,  de  Linfted,  in  com  :   Cant: 

*  ar:  per  fccundain  uxorera  rcliflse  Drugo  Drurv, 
'  unicus  ftliuG  ejus,  uxorem  diixit  annam  a^tatc   pri- 

*  mani,et  unam  ex  cohce.redibus  Fdwardi  VValdegrave, 

*  dc  Lavvford,  in  comitatu  Ellcx,  aniiig:  Elizabcthae 

*  prima  ejus     filia,    nupta    fuit    vcncrabili   Thomaz 

*  Wingcfield,  mihti,    de   Leveiingham,    in  comitatu 

*  SulTolke,  Anna,  filia  fecuuda  Johanni  Deane,  de 
'  Dcane,  aula  comitat:  Effcx   predi6lo,    et  Francefca 

*  filia  tcrtia  Roberto  Botler,  de  VVoodliall,  in  comitat: 
•Hertford:  militibus   ipfe   Drugo  Drury  miles  pra:- 

*  clarus,  fingulari  inccgritate,  pietate,  virtute,  (et  nuUi 
'  in  tcrris  inlerior)  chatitate  ptKcipue  precellens,  apud 

*  Ridkrvvonh  in  comitatu  Norlolke,  29  Aprilis, 
'  161  7,  mortem  (obijt)t.  ' 

Cn  an  altar- tomb  againR  the  north  wall, — *  Repo- 
'  nuntur  hie  rcliquice  Drugonis  Drurii.  piimi   hujus 

*  familisc  baronetii.  filij  et  ha^.redis  Drugonis  Drurij, 
'  cqiiitis  auraii,   qui  pofl   24  connubij  lui  cum  Anna 

*  Waldcgrave   pixdilecta   fua   uxore   evoluLos  foles, 

*  triplici  (ex  oclo  natis)  tenera  et  in  minoiitate,  multcC 

*  tamcn  plena  fpei  iuperftite  lobole,  Drugone,  Gu- 
'  lielmo,    Sc    Caiherina,    in   44     poigrinationes   fu^e 

*  anno,  ex  hac  miferiarum  eremo,  1632,  in  Coeleflem 

*  niigravit  patriam,  multiplici  quin  ^  Candida,  mundo 
'  amicifqne  valde  lugeniibus,  reli^la  fama,  magnas 
'  lux  erga  Deura  veramque  religionem  pietatis,  affi- 
'  duae  8c  laboriofas  pro  republica  curaj,  ac  integcrri- 
'  mae  verfus  ainicos,  interiores  prasicrtirn  ac  vicinis, 

*  fidelitatis"'". 

There  is  a  hatchment  over  the  north  church  door 
-with   the  arms   of  Attwood — Exjunera  vita — to  Ri- 
chard 

t  Lc  Ncve^  vol.  i.p.  59*  *  Ibidem,  t^.i^o. 
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clurd  Attvvood,  A.  M.  who  died  May  «.  170,4,  n<:^c.l 
56  ;   and — Jiixla   humatur  fraUr  ejus,  Gijlidmus  Ail- 
wood,    mercaior    Indi^x  Occide;italis,   qui  lora  mnrinue, 
tJiulta  pajfus,  in  tuto  jam  a  malts  requiefcit,  cbijt  Ocl.  \  n 
1730,  tf/a.'/i  37. 

December  9,  16X1.  this  cliurch  of  Ridlefwortk 
was  confolldated  vvit-h  Gafthorpc:  and  in  1767  thr. 
Rev.  Charles  Wake  was  prefcnted  to  the  recloi  v  bv 
ladv  Sarah  Wake,  widow  of  ihc  late  fir  WiUiaiii 
Wake,  bart. 

RUSHFOOD,  or  Rushworth*.  or  the  pknce 
abounding  with  ruflies,  (for  fo  wc  take  the  name  to 
fignily)  was  in  king  Edward's  days  one  league  and  a 
half  long,  one  mile  broad,  and  paid  1  id,  ob.  gelt ; 
at  the  firft  furvey  the  abbey  of  Ely  had  a  carucate  of 
land,  then  worth  20s.  but  was  funk  to  Ss.  ^■alue  at  the 
fecond  ;  it  was  foon  after  held  of  the  earl  of  Glou- 
ceflcr,  at  a  quarter  of  a  fee,  by  the  heirs  of  Bartholo- 
mew de  Beaumont,  who  in  fome  records  (by  miflake) 
is  called  P)reamy[ion  ;  but  in  the  time  of  Henry  III. 
this  part  was  in  Nicholas  de  Gonvile,  whole  Ion  and 
heir,  John  de  Gonvile,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  paid 
los!  relief  for  it  to  the  carl  of  Gloucefler,  from  which 
time  it  continued  in  that  family,  joined  to  the  head 
manor,  till  the  foundation  of  the  college,  on  whlcli 
it  Wis  fettled;  and  when  the  head  manor  came  to 
the  college,,  was  joined  to  it  again,  and  fo  hath  con- 
tinued ever  fmcc.  This  part  was  fome  time  called 
Boldam's  manor,  and  feems  to  lie  on^  the  Sullulk 
fide,  except  a  part  of  it,  which  was  in  Shadwcll. 

At  the  firfl  furvey  one  Uluric  had  fixty  acres  hcic, 
which  he  held  of  the  abbey,  all  which  he  forfeited  to 

the 

« 

*  In  Doomfday-book  it  is  wrote  Rufceuuorda,  and  Rifeurda. 
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the  Conqueror  by  not  paving  81.  that  he  had  for- 
feited to  that  king,  who  gave  it  to  John,  nephew  of 
W'alcram,  from  whom  it  came  to  Roger  Bigot  wiih 
the  above,  who  gave  it  to  the  monks  of  Thetford,  to- 
gether with  Gunner,  of  Ridlelworth,  and  his  land, 
when  he  founded  that  monaflery. 

Of  the  Capital  Mamor  Bundo  was  the  firft  lord 
that  we  meet  with,  and  then  Ulkeicl  ;  afterwards  it 
came  to  the  earls  Warren,  from  them  to  the  Bar- 
dojphs,  who  held  it  by  the  fervice  of  half  a  fee  of 
the  cafllc  at  Acre ;  from  the  Bardolphs  it  came  to  the 
Ixrlings,  and  was  held  by  them  by  the  lame  fcrvitc, 
as  belonging  to  the  Bardolphs  honor  of  VVormegay. 

Sir  Ralph  de  Lcrling,  knt.  was  lord  and  patron  of 
Lerling  and  Rufliworth,  and  Newton,  in  Cambridge- 
fhire.  In  1218  fir  Richard  de  Lcrling.  his  ion.  pur- 
chafed  a  moietv  of  Lerling  advowfon  of  Richard  de 
Deneverc;  and  in  1232  had  hce  warren  allowed  him 
in  all  his  lands  in  the  aforefaid  towns,  and  m  Jroul- 
don  and  Palgrave. 

Maud  de  Lerling,  the  heirefs-gcneral  of  the  family, 
(but  \vhofe  daughter  fhe  was  ^ve  do  not  find)  married 
V»  illiam  de  Gonvile  in  1504,  and  carried  the  eflate 
to  that  family.  This  William  de  Gonvile  in  12S5 
had  the  king's  protection,  being  fummoned  to  go 
into  France  with  him,  to  join  the  French  king  againfl 
the  king  of  ArragOn.  He  \Aas  fuccecded  by  fir  Ed- 
mund Gonvile,  prieft,  founder  of  Rufliworth  college, 
o  Gonvile-hall,  in  Cambridge,  and  (as  forae  fay)  of 
the  friars  preachers  in  Thetford,  and  of  St.  John's 
hofpital,  at  Lynn  ;  he  was  firft  reflor  of  Thclvetham, 
or  Icltam,  in  Suriolk,  iuUituted  December  the  4th, 
1320,  by  Adam  de  Tyryngtonc,  redor  of  Hopton, 
his  proxy,  he  being  then  in  priefl's  orders ;  he  re- 
fig  nc%l 
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f]gncd  this  for  Rurijuorih  rcdoiy  in  1326,  atul  after 
he  had  eftabliflicd  it  a  collegiate  church,  in  i'',43,  he 
was  inflitutcd  to  Tcrrington,  of  wliich  he  died 
rcdor  in  1350. 

Sir  Nicholas  dc  Gonvile,  knt.  was  brodicr  ant!  heir 
to  fjr  Edmund  de  (ionvile,  tlie  founder,  whofc  fon, 
John  (ronvile,  efq.  paid  10s.  relief  for  his  manor  in 
Schadwell  and  RufiivvoMh,  of  his  own  inheritance,  to 
the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  andios.  for  Rufliwoith  ma- 
nor, which  was  of  his  grandfather's  inheritance.  In 
this  fjimilv  it  remained  till  Joan,  or  Jane,  hcirefs-ge- 
neral  of  Gonvile,  married  fir  Robeit  Herling,  knt. 
whofc  only  daughter  and  heirefs,  Ann,  married,  firft, 
fir  William  Chamberlain,  knight  of  the  garter,  bu- 
ried with  his  wife  under  the  arched  tomb  in  Eafl 
Harling  chancel  ;  fecond,  fir  Robert  Wingfield,  knt. 
third,  ]ohn  lord  Scroop,  of  Bolton ;  by  his  will, 
dated  1494,  ^^  ^^^  Harluig.  he  ordered,  if  he  died  in 
Norfolk  (as  he  did,  viz.  July  12,  1494,  at  Harling) 
to  be  buried  in  the  Black  briars  at  Thetford.  She 
married  lord  Scroop  in  1492,  was  a  great  bcncla^lrcls 
to  this  college,  and  died  iu  1300. 

In  1470,  in  die  lodi  of  Edward  IV.  this  lady  pro- 
cured licence  for  the  maftcr  and  fellows  to  receive 
foity  marks  per  ann.  in  mortmain,  upon  which  (he 
and  her  truffees  fettled  her  manors  of  Rufliworih  and 
Lariing,  then  valued  at  sol.  a  year,  in  part  of  the 
faid  fum  of  forty  marks,  and  thenceforward  they  con- 
tinued in  the  college  till  its  diflblution,  and  then 
paifed  with  it  to  the  carl  of  Surrey. 

There  was  another  manor,  or  capital  mcffuagc,  in  diis 
town,  and  in  Brettenham,  Bridgcham,  and 'Ihetlotd. 
held  at  half  a  fee  of  the  honor  of  Clare,  by  Wdliam 
de  Brettenham,    and  John  de  Brookcdifh,  m  1297. 

and 
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and  bv  Robert  Baygnarrl.  and  others,  in  1533.  ^^ 
1411,  May  8,  Henry  IV.  liccnfed  Hugh  Stoppully 
to  grant  the  whole  in  mortmain  to  the  prior  of  the 
nionks  atThetford,  on  condition  that  the  king  fhould 
be  paid  50s.  every  vacancy.  It  went  with  that 
honfe  at  its  diflblution  to  the  Norlolks,  and  at  the 
duke's  attainder  fell  to  the  crown. 

In  1591  qvieen  Elizabeth  granted  to  William  Tip- 
per, and  Robert  Dawe,  and  their  heirs,  all  the  ma- 
nor, fiflicrv,  lands,  foldages,  &:c.  in  Rufhworth, 
1  hetford,  and  Gaflhorpe,  in  Norfolk,  and  Sufiolk, 
\vhich  late  belonged  to  the  monks  at  Thetford,  to  be 
held  bv  the  rent  of  2s.  per  ann.  oi  her  manor  of 
r.aft  Greenwich,  in  foccage,  and  not  in  capiu,  and 
foon  after  it  w^as  joined  to  Ruflivvorth  manor,  with 
which  it  now  remains. 

As  to  the  feparate  fifliery  belonging  to  it,  that  lay 
in  Shadwell,  or  Schsdewcll  (which  is  a  hamlet  to 
RuQiworth)  and  extended  from  ShadwcU-mill  to  Rer- 
dcweU's-raill,  in  Harling  Thorpe,  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  river,  and  had  liberty  of  a  boat,  and  a  poo!, 
or  wear,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  12th  century 
Philip  de  Schadewell,  who  lived  by  the  river,  owned 
it-.  In  1362  Adam  de  Schadewell  conveyed  it  to 
William  deRothyng,  parfon  of  W^cfl  Harling,  Sjc. 
and  their  heirs,  by  the  name  of  Eafl.-fenn-hflieiy. 
In  1399  James  de  Brettenham  had  it,  and  fold  it  to 
'1  houias  (jartliiier,  cleik  ;  and  in  1411  it  was  con- 
veyed 10  Theifoid  priory  as  aforefaid. 

In  1232  the  abbot  of  Wahham,  in  Effex,  had 
lands  here,  and  in  Seaming  and  Guifl,  in  all  which 
he  had  Ireewarrcn  allowed  him,  for  which  he  paid  a 
rent  of  lad.  a  yc;tr  to  Gonvile's  manor. 

Shadwell 
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Sliadvvell  is  a  hamlet  to  Paifhworth.  h  callcil  Irctn 
a  well,  or  fpring,  which  rifes  among  the  irccs  uijoa 
the  hill's  fide,  it  heing  plainly  ihc  Jhady-xodL  In 
this  hamlet  the  Rither  of  the  prefent  propiietor,  J. .ha 
Buxton,  efq.  built  an  handfome  lodge,  called  Sliad- 
■^vcll-lodge.  This  gentleman  being  an  excellent  ar- 
chitcft,  built  fevcral  feats  in  this  county,  of  wiiicli 
B'lxley-Hall,  near  Norwich,  the  feat  of  the  late  fir 
Randall  Ward,  bart.  was  one. 

John  Buxton,  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor,  has  made 
a  very  extenfive  \v'ater  hcie,  and  oniamciucd  the 
country  round,  naked  and  barren  before,  with  many 
beautiful  plantations  (1779). 

Rufhworth  was  a  rectory,  and  fo  continued  till  ilr 
Edmund  Gonevyle,  or  Gonvile,  who  was  both  pa- 
tron and  reclor,  founded  a  collc2;c  for  a  cuflos,  or 
mafler,  and  five  chaplains,  who  were  brethren,  or 
fellows,  and  were  to  cleft  their  mafler,  and  prefent 
him  at  Larling  to  the  founder's  heirs,  who  if  ihev 
were  there,  were  to  prefent  him  to  the  bifliop,  ani 
not  otherwife,  after  which  he  was  to  be  inRalled  bv 
mandate  to  the  archdeacon;  upon  this  foundation 
the  church  was  appropriated  to  the  college,  and  n-j 
vicar  endowed,  becaufe  the  cure  of  the  paridi  was 
wholly  laid  upon  the  mafter,  and  each  of  them  paid 
eight  marks  Hrfl-fruiis  at  their  inftallation;  at  the 
diffolution  it  was  granted  to  be  held  in  the  faa:)e 
manner  as  the  maher  held  it,  lo  that  it  hath  been 
ferved  ever  fincc  by  a  flipendiary  curate,  nominated 
bv  the  impropriator,  who  in  1603  was  returned  in 
the  anfwers  of  the  parfons  to  receive  15I.  a  year  fi\ 
the  proprietary  for  his  flipend,  Thomas  Wolf,  clerk, 
being  then  curate,  there  being  dien  fixty-fix  comnui- 
jnieanls  in  the  parifli,  and  now  (Blomeficld)  there  aie 
Icvcn  or  ei^ht  houfcs,  and  about  fixty  inhabitants. 
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October  5,  1326,  fir  Edmund  de  Gon\'i!e,  pricfl, 
was  preferred  bv  fir  Nicholas  Gonvile,  knt.  patron. 
This  fir  Edmund,  while  he  was  rcclor,  pcrfc£lcd  his 
foundation,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  defigncd  as  a  fc- 
ir.inarv  ^or  Gonvile-hall,  in  Cambridge;  he  was  the 
laft  rei^or,  and  had  quitted  this  church  before  Jan. 
20,  1342;  for  then  he  was  inftituted  into  Tcrrington, 
in  MarQiland. 

January  21,  1371,  fir  Thomas  le  Mey  was  clewed 
bv  the  fellows,  w^ho  had  no  prefentation,  the  Gon- 
viles  being  not  refidcnt  atLarJing:  die  fellows  elec- 
tion was  returned  to  the  bifhop,  and  the  mandate 
niade  out  upon  it;  at  every  admifiion  the  maAer  was 
fworn  bv  the  bifliop  to  obferve  the  fiatutes,  to  ali- 
enate nothing,  to  make  no  new  feoffments,  not  to 
mortgage,  nor  pawn  anything  belonging  to  the  col- 
lege, whether  moveable,  or  immoveable,  without  the 
confent  of  every  member. 

Alexander  Thelyk,  prieft,  late  fellow,  obtained 
licence  from  pope  Gregory  XII.  dated  June  3,  1409. 
that  one  benifice  more,  with  cure  of  fouls,  might  be 
appropriated  to  the  mafteiQiip,  and  that  he  might 
hold  it  with  the  maflcrfhip  ;  but  if  any  mafter  holds 
a  benefice  with  his  maftcrfhip  before  one  be  appro- 
priated to  it,  he  fliall  not  receive  his  flipcnd  of  503. 
per  ann.  over  and  above  the  benefit  of  the  church 
of  RuQiworth,  as  he  ufually  did  before  this  licence. 
The  petition  to  obtain  this  fcts  forth,  "  that  the  col- 
lege was  founded  by  fir  Edmund  Gunvyle,  late  rec- 
tor, the  re£lory  being  turned  into  a  collegiate  church, 
for  a  cuflos,  or  maftcr,  and  five  brethren  chaplains, 
to  pray  for  him,  his  anceltors,  fucceffors,  and  bene- 
fatiors,  which  maftcr  was  to  have  the  cure  of  fouls, 
and  the  benefit  of  the  church  there,  and  that  he 
dcfigned  to  endow  it  much  better,  but  died   in  the 
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mean  time."  The  bifliop  confciucd  tu  this  licence, 
and  in  1414  this  Alexander  was  prcfentcd  10  the 
ledory  of  Lading,  by  the  fcilous,  and  held  it  with 
liis  mafteiHiip  to  his  death,  yet  notwithllandiu'T 
the  pope's  bull,  and  the  king's  licence  upon  it. 
they  could  never  get  their  reclory  of  Larling  appro- 
priated to  them,  as  they  dehgned. 

July  17,  1529,  George  Windham,  A.  M. 
archdeacon  of  Norwich,  was  elected  jnaflcr,  who 
was  the  lafl  maflcr,  it  being  diffolvcd  in  his  time  • 
he  continued  archdeacon  till   13^3. 

p  The  kite  of  this  college,  with  all  the  revenues 
theieto  belonging,  viz.  the  impropriation,  college 
manor,  in  Rufliworth,  Larling  manor  and  advow- 
fon,  and  a  manor  in  Elden,  in  Suffolk,  were  granted 
to  the  earl  of  Surrey,  10  be  held  tn  capiu  bv 
knight's  fcrvice.  In  1545,  Henry  carl  of  Surrey, 
by  the  king's  licence,  aliened  a  manor  in  Klden, 
and  two  manors  in  Rudiworih,  one  iu  Sudolk, 
and  the  other  in  Norfolk,  together  with  the  Icite  of 
the  college,  and  the  impiopiiatc  rciftorv.  widi  the 
o:her  revenuci  of  that  college,  in  Fakenluiiri,  I'het- 
foid,  Weflon,  and  Shadweli,  to  Thomas  duke  oi 
Norfolk,  bv  whofe  attainder  they  fell  again  to  the 
crown,  where  they  continued  till  Ldward  \'i.  in 
1  5  "^o,  granted  Rufliworth  mancjrs  and  reflorv  to  fir 
John  Cheke,  knt.  and  his  heirs,  who  in  I -,5  2  Icit 
them  for  twenty  years  to  George  Allington,  of  Stoke, 
by  Clare,  in  Suffolk,  gent,  who  had  nuiried  iiis 
filler;  in  1557  fir  Richard  Fulmcrfton  h.ul  ihe 
manor,  late  the  college's:  In  1570  the  carl  of  Sur- 
rey had  the  manor,  late  the  Fuhnerllons ;  in  ibuo 
the  re61ojy  and  fcite  of  the  college,  8cc.  were  gtantrd 
to  lord  Howard,  of  Walden,  who  had  licence  in 
iboi    to    fell   it    to   Robert  Buxton,    on  whom    ilic 
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whole  was  fettled  by  fine,  and  at  this  tisnc  it  con- 
tinues in  his  family.  John  Buxton,  efq.  being  now 
owner  of  both  the  minors  and  irnpropiiaiion. 

There  is  a  rank  of  ten  or  cle\en  tumuli,  or 
mounts  of  earth,  in  the  field  between  RuQiford, 
Euflon,  Barnham,  and  Thetford,  where  (Mr. 
Elomeficld  verily  believes)  was  fought  that  dreadful 
battle  between  king  Edmund  and  the  Danes,  in 
the  year '87:. 

This  indeed  feems  very  true,  for  in  the  abbrevia- 
tion of  the  life  of  king  Edmund,  in  Regifler  Cur- 
tey's.  fol.  "-'11  it,  we  find  this  account:  "  In  the  15th 
year  of  king  Edmund's  reign,  the  Danes  came 
again  to  Eaft  England,  to  revenge  themfelves  further 
of  the  king,  at  which  time  they  burnt  the  monaf- 
tcrics  of  Crowland,  Thorney,  Peterborough,  Ram- 
fey,  Suham,  and  Ely,  with  mod  of  the  religious 
in  them,  and  from  thence  paffed  through  the  coun- 
trv  from  Wefl  to  North,  feizing  and  fpoiling  all 
they  could,  Ubba  flaying  to  guard  their  fpoils, 
and  what  thev  had  taken,  at  or  near  Eiv.  Ingwar 
with  his  aimy  entered  Eaft  England,  and  went  to 
a  citv  of  king  Edmund's,  called  Theodjurdi',  where 
he  encamped,  and  entered  (bon  after  and  burnt  it, 
killing  old  and  young,  and  ravifliingboth  virgins  and 
matrons.  King  Edmund,  who  was  then  at  Eglcfdea'-^', 
received  a  mcffage  from  Ingwar,  that  if  he  would 
renounce  Chriflianlty,  and  worfliip  his  idols,  then 
they  would  divide  the  treafurc  with  him,  together 
with  his  kingdom ;  as  foon  as  king  Edmund  received 
this  meffage,  he  marched  with  his  army  again^thc 

,,  enemies, 

X  In  the  hands  of  the  late  fir  Edmund  Bacon,  Eart.  * 

t  Thetford. 

*■  Now  Hoxne,  in  Suffolk. 
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enemies,  and  enga'j^cd  not  far  oil  fiom  Tlicodfod. 
where  they  fouglu  ftiarply  fnun  morninp;  uinil  eve- 
ning, a  great  number  being  fiain  on  both  fidcg.  I^r 
which  king  Edmund  was  much  grieved,  as  ucil 
for  the  Pagans  deaths,  as  for  thole  marivis  of  hi.> 
army  vvho  died  there  in  defence  of  their  faid) ; 
on  the  morrow  the  Danes  departed,  and  the  kin-^, 
with  what  remained  of  his  army,  rciumcd  to  Egicf- 
dune,  refolving  never  more  to  hght  againfi:  the 
Pagans,  but  if  it  was  necclfary,  to  viekl  up  himfe'if 
a  facrifice  for  the  people,  and  for  the  faith  df 
Chrift.  Ingwar,  much  vexed  for  tiic  lofs  of  his 
men,  went  again  to  Thcodford,  where  Ubba  came 
to  him  with  10,000  men,  and  joining  forces,  went 
to  Eglefdune,  and  there  mart\T'd  the  king,  in  die 
year  of  our  Lord,  S71,  of  his  age  23,  and  of  his 
reign  15." 

At  this  time,  without  doubt,  was  that  large  mount 
and  ramparts,  called  Thetfoid-hill,  raifed  by  th? 
Danes,  in  which  they  encamped;  for  its  bcnvr 
round  is  a  plain  demonflration  it  is  a  Danilh  work, 
raifed  to  that  height,  in  all  appearance,  to  com- 
mand the  oppofite  hill,  on  which  king  Edmund's 
army  then  lay,  on  the  extremity  of  which  lome 
of  thefe  iiimuli  are  placed.  The  mofl  remaikabl< 
one  is  called  Tut-hill,  under  thcfc  the  bodies  (A 
llie  (lain  were  buried,  it  being  rifual  in  thofedass 
to  heap  the  fiain  upon  the  earth,  and  railc  huls 
over  the  heaps,  that  bciAg  more  likely  to  continur 
their  memory,  than  interring  ihcm  in  a  pit,  ur 
grave  level  with  the  earth's  furface ;  and  ulually 
where  any  commander  or  great  men  were  laid, 
they  raifed  the  hill  over  them  to  a  larger  fize  thaa 
ordinary,  which  might  be  the  reafon  of  this  hill 
being  bigger  than  the  reft, 
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7  he  college  revenues  at  its  difToiution  were  va- 
lued at  S5I.  15s.  ir  had  a  manor,  and  the  irapro- 
piiaie  re^oi  yt ,  and  102  acres  of  land  in  Rufhford, 
a  manor  in  Eklcn,  and  Larling  advowfon,  and  other 
tenements  of  ihcir  foundes's  gift,  who  built  them  a 
college  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church-yard,  with 
a  dormitory,  icTe^lory,  chapel,  and  other  conve- 
nient ofhces,  part  of  which  are  flili  Handing,  and 
others  arc  in   luins. 

In  1470  the  ladv  Anne  Wlngficld,  by  the  con- 
jent  of  fir  Robert  Winglield,  her  fecond  hnfband, 
fettled  in  moitmain  her  manors  of  Rufliworth, 
and  Larlina:,  called  Gonvilc's  manors.  This  and 
a  few  others  were  the  chief  of  its  endowment,  though 
it  had  other  lands  and  tenements  in  Thctford,  Fa- 
kenham,  in  Suliolk,  We'l-Harling,  and  VVefton  : 
Tt  was  governed  by  fiatutes,  confirmed  by  Thomas 
Piercy,  biOiop  of  Norwich,  in  his  vifitation,  the 
heads  of  which,  as  they  flicw  the  ftatc  of  the  col- 
lege, it  will  not  be  amifs   to   infert. 

"  The  college  had  a  mafler,  or  cuftos,  and  five 
brethren,  or  fellows,  who  were  to  obey  their  mafter 
in  all  things  lawful,  the  mafler  to  have  the  cure 
of  the  paiifh,  and  all  of  them  were  to  pray  for  the 
fouls  of  fir  Edmund  Gonvile,  their  founder,  and  of 
all  his  anccflors,  fucccITors,  and  bcncfaclors,  every 
day,  and  to  fay  fuch  daily  maCfes  and  coUecls  as 
arc  therein  ordered,  and  to  keep  the  founder's  anni- 
vcrfary  in  a  particular  manner,  all  which  would  be 
to  no  purpofe  to  enlarge  upon;  as  the  revenues  in- 
creafe  the  number  to  increafe,  and  every  new 
•fellow   to  have  ten  marks  per  ann.    at  Icail,    and 

neither 

f  The  reftory  was  taxed  at  eigVt  marks  accoroing  to  the  Lin- 
coln taxation,  and  after  its  impropriation  paid  according  to  that 
valuation  \q  the  bilhop,  at  every  vacancy  of  the  mafterfhip. 
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nciihcr  the  mafter  nor  fellows  10  be  icmovcJ,  un- 
lefs  for  fuch  crimes  as  would  remove  a  rcVtor - 
they  are  all  to  flecp  in  one  room,  and  to  cat  la  coml 
mon  together,  unlefs  in  ficknels,  the-  mailer  to  rc« 
ceive  a  flipend  of  50s.  a  year,  and  each  fellow 
30s.  (over  and  above  the  other  flij.cnd).  The  maf- 
ter  to  be  eleded  by  the  fellows  ;  if  he  be  one  of  the 
college,  the  majority  is  fufficicnt,  but  if  he  be  not, 
then  there  mufl.  be  two  parts  of  the  fellows,  and  if 
the  votes  be  equal,  and  two  chofcn,  the  bifhop  is 
to  choofe  which  he  plcafes  ;  every  mafter  thus  defi- 
ed, before  he  be  confirmed  by  the  bifhop.  muft 
go  to  the  manor  of  Larling,  and  prcfei.c  hiinleU 
to  the  founder's  heirs,  if  they  be  there,  and  if  nor, 
he  may  go  to  1  he  bifhop,  who  is  to  confirm  him; 
and  if  they  do  not  choofe  in  three  months  aft-r  a 
vacancy,  it  iaj>fes  to  the  bifliop,  who  mufl  collate 
one  of  that  college.  In  every  vacancy  the  fello'.vs 
are  to  choofe  one  of  themfelvcs  to  look  after  the 
college  affairs,  who  is  to  account  to  the  next  maflcr  ; 
the  fellows  to  choole  the  fellows,  and  each  fLllow- 
fiiip  void  above  lix  months  lapfes  to  the  billiop; 
every  fellow  that  leaves  the  college  Qiall  leave  half 
his  goods  LO  it,  and  at  their  admiflion  fhall  hvear 
obedience  to  their  mafler,  and  to  promote  their  col- 
lege; the  fellows  were  obliged  to  conflant  ret'i- 
dcncc,  and  could  not  lie  one  nisjht  out  of  the  col- 
lege,  without  their  maftcr's  leave;  the  mailer  was 
at  full  liberty  as  to  his  rcfidciice,  but  could  not 
have  any  of  his  own  family  admitted  to  any  office 
in  ,  the  college  without  the  confent  of  the  majority 
of  the  fellows;  the  college  to  have  a  common  leal, 
which,  with  the  evidences  and  ircafurc,  fliall  always 
be  kept  in  a  chefl:,  with  three  locks,  the  maftcr  to 
have  one  key,  and  fuch  two  fellows  as  all  the  fel- 
lows fhall  choofe  to  have  the  other  two;  the  maflcr 
and  fe'lows  to  make  up  their  accounts  every  Mi- 
chaelmas,  and   lock  up  one  part  of  the  account  in 
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the  cheft,  and  the  niafler  to  keep  the  counterpart. 
1  he  biHriop  rcfcrves  power  for  him  and  Iiis  fuccefT 
fors  10  vifit,  CGnc6i,  and  rcloim,  uhat  he  thinks 
nec^fTary,  togeii^.er  niih  all  c})!icopal  power,  jurif- 
difiion,  and  oiher  rights  whatever  belonging  to  his 
church  of  Norwich.  Dated  at  Shouldham,  July 
the  i3'>.h,    13G0." 

This  colle^iiate  church  was  built  in  form  of  a 
crofs,  the  choir,  nordi  and  fouth  crofs  ailcs,  are 
c.uiie  demoliflicd,  though  iherc  are  tv.'O  grave-flo.nes 
in  the  north  crofs  aile,  flill  to  be  feen  in  the  yard, 
l)Ut  no  infcription  on  them  :  the  nave  is  now  ufcd 
by  the  panHi,  and  a  fraail  pait  of  it  at  the  cad 
end,  (eparated  from  the  reR,  fcr\  es  for  a  chancel ; 
there  is  a  very  good  fquarc  tow(fT7  having  only  one 
bell,  though  there  have  been  five  or  hx,  the  frames 
fiill  remaining  ;  it  is  a  good  building,  and  fecms  to 
be  of  the  fame  date  with  the  foundation  of  the  col- 
lege.     The  whole  is  covered  with  reed. 

There  are  f.vo  haichmcnts  in  the  church,  Vv^ith  the 
sruis  of  Buxton  quartering  Hcrnc  ;  Buxton  impaling 
the  former  coat  ofprercnce,  quaitercd  with  per  chev : 
vert,  and  or.   three  lions  paffant,  counter-changed. 

On  a  black  marble,  on  the  foudi  fide  of  the  altar, 
— Hic  requicjcii  qhod  vioitak  fuit  Roberli  Bu>:lo?i,  viri 
inUgerrimi.  ex  niiUfjun  projapia  de  channtns  in  agro 
Xoifolcia:Ji  oriundi,  ohijt  15"  die  JuUj,  anno  cciaiis  32", 
Jalulis  1591*. 

On  a  ftone  by  it, — Elizabeth  Buxton,  died  July  4, 
'Mnno  Dom.  1730,  atat,  66. 

On  a  ftone  in  the  riiins  of  the  choir, — John  Buxton, 
rj'^j.  died  Ocl.  27,  anno  Dom.  1731,  a  tat.  47. 

L  2  This 
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This  town  was  in  Kcnnin'^b.all  Sokrn,  and  the 
<:hurch  is  a  donative,  the  Rev.  William  Kcmball 
being  curate, 

Snarehill,  or  Snareshali.-Hol'se,  whicli  Is 
deemed  extraparochial,  and  (wiih  the  lodge,  now 
called  Thetford-Iodgc,)  is  all  thai  remains  of  two  vil- 
lages, Great  and  Little  Snarehill;  Great  Snarehill 
belonged  to  Thurftin,  of  Thetford,  a  freeman  in  the 
ConfciTor's  time,  when  he  had  two  carucatcs  of  dc- 
mefne;  Little  Snarehill  belonged  to  Ailvin,  or  LI- 
gar,  of  Thetford,  who  had  one  carucate,  and  to  Alcf- 
tan,  an  EngliQiman,  in  the  Conqueror's  time,  when 
it  had  300  fheep  belonging  to  it.  five  hives  of  bees, 
and  was  of  20s.  value.  The  extent  of  both  was  a 
league  long,  and  half  a  league  broad,  and  paid  iid. 
pb.  gelc. 

Thurflln,  of  Thetford,  had  four  frcc-mcn  that  had 
thirtv-fivc  acres,  which  he  held  undci  Roger  Bigot, 
who  held  the  wh,de  towns  of  the  Conqueror's  gift, 
(except  Bury  abbey's  j^art)  all  which  the  faid  Roger 
feitled  on  his  priory  at  Thetford  at  its  foundation, 
and  Herbert  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  William  Bigor, 
his  fon,  confirmed  it;  by  this  means  the  church  and 
all  its  revenues  came  wholly  to  that  houfe,  who  goc 
it  appropriated  to  them  very  early  ;  for  it  was  in 
ruins  in  the  time  of  Edward  IIL  being  then  valued 
at  30s.  there  are  fcarcc  any  remains  of  its  founda- 
tion, though  its  fcite  is  well  known ;  it  flood  near 
Snarehill-houfe. 

It  continued  in  that  priory  till  its  difTolutlon,  and 
then  went  with  it  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  by  whofc 
family  it  was  afterwards  fold,  or  forfeited,  and  has 
fmce  paffed  thiough  feveral  hands,  as  the  Clcres.  fir 
Edward  Clerc  being  lord  in  i^ji,  kc.  till  it  came  to 

the 
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the  Buxtons,  and  Robert  Buxton,  efq.  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, in  South  Elmhana,  dying  feifed,  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  had  it,  who  is  now  dead,  and  Elizabeth,  their 
daughter,  is  the  owner  of  it. 

The  part  of  which  Fulcher  held  of  Bury  abbey 
was  held  in  the  time  of  Henrv  III.  by  the  15th  part 
of  a  fee  of  Wortvvell  manor,  which  was  held  of  the 
abbey  by  Wihiam  Fiilier,  and  John  ByntHton. 

In  1410  Thomas  Weldc,  clerk,  gave  to  Thciford 
monks  all  his  lands  and   tenements  which  he  had  ot 
Mary,  his  mother,  lying  in  this  place. 

In  1411  Edmund  Heyford,  of  Bernham,  gave  them 
two  tofts,  and  fixty  acres  of  ground,  and  liberty  of  a 
free-fold  in  Snarehill,  to  CHcrcafe  their  revenues,  and 
maintain  them  the  better ;  the  Bury  part  was  included 
in  this. 

There  was  a  family  firnamcd  of  this  town,  of  which 
Benedict  de  Snarfliill  lived  in  1256. 

The  leet  always  belonged  to  the  hundred,  but 
there  being  no  fuiters  to  it  in  the  place,  it  hath  been 
omitted  many  years.  The  whole  was  in  Kenninghall 
Soken,  which  may  be  the  reafon  of  the  tradition  of 
its  belonging  to  Kenninghall  at  this  time;  it  is  va- 
lued with  Rufhvvorth  to  the  king's  tax,  and  paid  26s-. 
bd.  to  the  tenths. 

The  part  on  which  Thetford-lodge  (lands,  was 
Little  Snarchill,  and  that  where  the  houfe  (lands. 
Great  Snarehill  ;  there  are  no  other  inhabitants  but 
thcfc  two  families.  We  do  not  find  there  was  ever 
any  church  in  Little  Snarehill,  \vhich  is  now  owned 
ty  P.  Champion  Grefpigny,  cfq. 
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